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CHAPTER  1. 

VOYAGE. 

January,  1810. 

I  SAILED  from  Liverpool  on  the  20th  of  January,  uf- 
ter  having  been  detained  several  weeks  by  a  (Gntimi- 
ance  of  west  winds,  which  usually  prevail  thioniih 
the  greater  part  of  the  winter.  Indeed,  thev  liaxe 
become  so  prevalent  of  late  years,  as  to  approach 
very  nearly  to  the  nature  of  a  trade  wind.  They 
forced  us  to  lie  to,  twelve,  out  of  the  forty-four  days 
we  spent  on  our  passage.  Our  vessel  was  an  Ame- 
rican, excellently  built  and  commanded.  The  Ame- 
rican Captains  are  supposed,  with  some  reason,  to 
make  quicker  voyages  than  the  English,  wi(h  whom 
celerity  was,  during  the  war,  a  less  essential  object. 
They  pride  themselves  on  the  speed  of  their  ships 
as  sportsmen  do  on  that  of  their  horses.  Our  INli- 
nerva  was  one  of  the  first  class  of  these  '*  Horses  of 
the  Main."  They  prefer  standing  across  the  Atlan- 
tic in  the  direct  line  of  their  port,  to  tlie  easier  but 
more  tedious  route  of  the  trades.  This  sporting 
spirit  commonly  costs  their  passengers  a  few  qualms 
pf  the  stomach,  but  saves  time;  no  trifling  conside- 
ration, when  time  is  so  miserably  spent. 

Landsmen,  who  shrink  from  the  seemingly  endless 
breadth  of  the  whole  Atlantic,  commonly  divide  it 
into  three  distances,  viz.  :  the  Azores,  the  Banks, 
and  SoundiDgs.     Nothing  occurred  to  make  the  lati- 
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tude  of  the  Azores  cognizable  by  terrestrial  eyes  j 
but  the  discolouring  of  the  water,  and  a  heavy  in- 
cumbent fog  sufficiently  evinced  our  approach  to  the 
Banks;  these  symptoms  were  accompanied  by  the 
usual  degree  of  cold,  which  indicates  the  proximity 
of  land,  whether  above  the  water  or  below  it.  We 
made  the  following  observations  on  the  temperature 
in  this  neighbourhood  ; 


Time. 

Air.                     Water. 

Feb.  14. 

6    P.    M. 

66o'                     590 

15. 

9    A.   M. 

530                      480 

10    A.  M. 

500                      430 

11    A.    M. 

480                     380 

1    P.  M. 

460                      330 

6    P.M. 

380                       320 

16. 

10    A.  M. 

370                       330 
S9midings  35  feet. 

17. 

10   A.  M. 

380                       57» 

2    P.M. 

400                       570 

18. 

9    A.  M. 

620                       640 

19. 

12   A.  M. 

600                        610* 

We  had  eagerly  anticipated  a  regale  of  cod  fish  on 
the  Banks  ;  lines  were  thrown  out,  and  the  silver 
mail  of  one  victim  soon  glistened,  as  he  ascended 
through  the  green  wave ;  but,  alas  !  he  proved  no 
harbinger  of  fortune,  and  it  seemed  as  if  he  had  been 
made  the  cat's  paw  of  his  mute  society,  who,  by  no 
means  satisfied  with  the  result  of  their  first  experi- 
ment, refused  unanimously  to  repeat  it.  Luckily  we 
were  not  imitating  the  heroes  of  the  "  Almanach  des 
Gottrmands,*^  who  in  old  and  modern  days,  have  made 
the  grand  tour  of  gluttony  for  the  express  purpose 
of  surfeiting  themselves  at  every  classick  spot  with 
the  delicacy  which  had  won  its  renown. 

*  Some  of  ttiese  variations  seem  to  indicate  the  Tempera- 
ture of  the  Gulf  stream,  into  which  we  were  sometimes  forced 
by  the  prevalence  of  iV.  W.  winds,  without  knowing  it;  the 
American  Captains  very  commonly  use  the  Thermometer  to 
ascertain  this  circumstance. 
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On  the  27tli,  we  touched  on  the  Ciiilf  Stream, 
where  it  Hows  round  the  Bunk,  and  made  the  I'uIIow- 
iug  observations  :  — 


Air. 

Water. 

Long. 

Lat. 

April  27. 

11    A.  u. 

52« 

64" 

G40  w. 

'30^  34-  N. 

28. 

9    A.  M. 

530 

63« 

29. 

10    A.M. 

60« 

54" 

68«  IV. 

39"  22'  N. 

March  1. 

12    A.   M. 

52<' 

48" 

70"  w. 

390  30'  N 

e. 

le    A.   M. 

49» 

45^ 

It  is  to  this  difference  of  temperature  betwixt  the 
Gulf  Stream  and  the  adjacent  waters,  lliat  iNl.  Volney 
attributes  the  Bank  fogs.  He  observes,  (Tome  1, 
Page  -238,) 

"  //  en  doit  ri miter  le  double  efjet  d'une  evaporation  plus 
"  abondantc.  provoquec  par  la  tiediur  dc  ces  laux  ixotigues 
"  ct  d'unc  condenaation  plus  etuidue,  a  raison  dc  la  froidtur 
"  des  eaux  indigines  et  dr  Lcur  atmosphere,  qui  precisinunt 
"at  trouvc  dans  la  direction  dcs  vents  du  nord-ist.^"^ 

There  is  some  difficult  v  in  this  part  of  the  voyat^e, 
to  escape  the  action  of  ttie  stream  to  the  south,  whu  h 
soon  begins  to  be  sensible,  and  at  the  same  time  to 
avoid  the  dangerous  shoals  of  Nantucket  to  tije  north. 

I  felt  little  concern  about  Nantucket,  at  this  time, 
except  to  keep  at  a  respectful  distance  from  it  ;  but 
I  have  since  met  wilh  some  interesting  particulars 
relative  to  this  inglorious  litlle  island.  J(s  inhabi- 
tants are  reckoned  at  5000,  some  of  whom  are  worth 
20,000/.  enrh.  It  contains  2:i,000  acres  of  land,  and 
was  originally  j/ossessed  by  the  Nantucks,  an  In- 
dian tribe,  some  of  whom  still  remain  on  it,  having 
peaceably  incorporated  with  the  Europeans,  and 
joined  in  their  occupations.  The  soil  was  originally 
a  barren  sand,  but  the  industry  of  the  inhabitants  has 

*  Vide  Humboldt's  Observations  on  the  V^ariations  of  Tem- 
perature in  ttie  Gulf  Stream,  and  on  the  Bank. — •'  Personal 
Aurruticf^"  vol.  1,  pa^e  .'JO.  He  observes  a  difierence  oConlv 
130  between  them.  This  was  in  June.  Vide,  also,  M.  WA- 
ney's  Table  of  experiments,  page  2'.I.^k  in  ulii<h  th<"  .itiafr^i 
difierence  is  23«.     Ours  was  .il". 
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made  it  capable  of  pasturing  large  flocks  of  sheep, 
which  constiliifed,  in  the  infancj  of  the  settlement,  a 
common  s(ock,  but  their  chief  employment  is  whale- 
ing,  at  which  they  are  equally  diligent  and  daring  ; 
doublini  Cape  Horn  in  pursuit  of  their  game.  The 
profiis  of  this  trade  afford  them  both  the  necessaries 
and  comforts  of  life.  The  luxuries  are  forbidden 
both  by  their  character  and  religion,  which  is  unmix- 
ed Presbyterianism.  The  only  recreation  they  used 
to  allow  themselves,  was  driving  in  parties  to  a  little 
spot,  which  they  rescued  from  barrenqess,  converted 
into  a  kind  of  pnblick  garden.  The  traveller,  from 
whom  I  borro'.v  this  account,  gives  a  lively  picture  of 
their  ho  ;pitality,  and  of  the  simplicity  of  their  man- 
ners,* which  supersedes  the  necessity  of  those  inven- 
tions and  restraints  so  inefficient  in  more  polished  so- 
cieties. The  whole  community  affords  an  admirable 
instance  of  what  human  industry  will  effect,  when 
left  to  the  unshackled  direction  of  its  own  exer- 
tions. They  have,  ])articularly  the  women,  an  odd 
habit  of  takina:  a  small  quantity  of  opium  every  morn- 
ing. It  is  difficult  to  divine  whence  they  have  im- 
ported this  unwholesome  luxury. f  The  only  books 
this  traveller  found  in  the  island,  except  the  bible, 
where  Hudibras  and  Josephus  ;  many  of  the  inhabi- 
tants could  repeat  lines  of  the  former,  without  having 
much  notion  to  what  they  referred.  Martha's  vine- 
yard is  a  settlement  of  much  the  same  kind  as  Nan- 
tucket. It  derives  its  name  from  that  part  of  it 
which  was  originally  the  portion  of  the  first  settler's 
dau^shter.  They  formerly  constituted  part  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  but  now  of  Massachusetts. 

The  last  few  days  of  our   passage  were  blest   with 
such  favouring  gales,  and  an  atmosphere  so  warm  and 

*  He  mentions  a  great  outcry  raised  in  the  commonwealth, 
])y  the  luxury  of  a  spring  waggon. 

fl  have  since  heard  it  remarked,  that  this  practice  is  very 
general  in  America. 
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bris^ht  that  the  sea  irods  seemed   resolved  we  sliould 
part  good  friends.  —  Unluckily  (his  .xleain  of  good  for- 
tune was  exiinguished   in  a  cold  tjcavy  fog,   when  we 
approached  the   American  coast,   by  which   we   were 
deprived  of  the   lovely   prospect  which  opens  upon 
the    entrance   of   the    harbour   of  New    York.      VV^e 
anchored  close   to  the  quays,  and  eygerly   began   to 
escape  from   the  place  of  our   durance,    whiclj    Dr. 
Johnson  flatters   when   he  styles  "  it  a  prison,  with  a 
chance    of   being  drowned.'*      The  chance   of   being 
drowned    forms   the   least  of  its    miseries.      In   most 
cases  it  is  a  complete  annihilation  of  all  faculties,  both 
of  mind  and  boily  :   perhaps  1  should  except   that  of 
mastication,  which  went  on,  generally  with  great  vig- 
our, during  the  whole  of  the  voyage. — I  owe  honour- 
able   mention    to  our "   Compngnons  de    I'oj/age^^* 
who,   though   of  uiany   trades  and   nations,   united  in 
the  maintenance  of  harnjony,  and  in  support  of  the 
general  weal.     We  were  about  eighteen  in  number; 
among  whom   were  several    Americans,  who  contri- 
buted their  full  share  of  good  humour  and  sociabilitj. 
"We  disputed  for  the  honour  of  our  countries,  but  our 
disputes   invariably  ended,  as,  it  were  to  be  wished, 
all  national   disputes  should   end,  in  a  hearty   lau"-h  ; 
and   when   I  saw,  during  these  forty-four  days,   how 
easily    the  jarring   elements   of  our  body  corpoiate 
blended  for  general  convenience,  I  was  induced  to 
thmk  the  rulers  of  the  Earth  take  too  much  both  pains 
and  credit  unto  themselves,  for  holding  together  the 
patch-work  of  society. 
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CHAPTER    11. 


NEW  YORK. 


March  5th. 

New  York  is  built  on  the  tongue  of  land,  at  the 
point  of  which  the  Hudson  and  East  rivers  effect 
their  junction.  The  principal  street  (Broadway) 
runs  along  the  ridge,  and  terminates  in  a  small  pa- 
rade, planted  with  trees,  designed  originally  for  a  bat- 
tery ;  a  destiny  it  fulfilled  during  the  war ;  but  since 
"  the  piping  time  of  peace,"  it  has  again  reverted  to 
the  occupancy  of  fashionable  pedestrians,  and  moon- 
light lovers. — From  this  point  the  eye  commands, 
towards  the  left,  the  coast  of  Long  Island,  with  the 
wooded  heights  of  Brooklyn  ;  on  the  right,  Sandy- 
Hook,  with  the  mountain  shores  of  Jersey  ;  while 
the  mouth  of  the  Bay  lies  before  it,  studded  with 
bastioned  islands,  and  gay  with  the  white  canvas  of 
the  American  river  craft,  glancing  like  graceful  sea- 
birds  through  their  native  element.  From  Broad- 
way, streets  diverge  irregularly  to  either  river,  and 
terminate  in  extensive  warehouses,  and  quays,  con- 
stantly crowded.  The  houses  are  generally  good, 
frequently  elegant,  but  it  requires  American  eyes  to 
discover  that  Broadway  competes  with  the  finest 
streets  of  London  or  Paris.  New  York  is  reckoned 
to  contain  at  present  about  100,000  inhabitants,  and 
is  spreading  rapidly  northward.  I  was  told  that 
2000  houses  were  contracted  for,  to  be  built  in  the 
ensuing  year.  There  are  fifty  churches,  or  chapels, 
of  different  sects  ;  a  proof  that  a  national  church  is 
not  indispensable  for  the  maintenance  of  religion. 
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The  Town  Hall  is  an  elegant  building  of  white 
marble,  standing  at  right  angles  to  Broadway.  The 
plot  of  ground  in  front  of  it  is  railed  round  and  plant- 
ed. The  interior  is  well  arranged  for  the  purposes  of 
business.  The  state  rooms  of  the  Mayor  and  Cor- 
poration are  ornamented  with  the  portraits  of  several 
of  the  (lovernours  of  iNew  York,  and  whole  lengths  of 
the  otficers  most  distinguished  during  the  late  war. 
Some  of  the.^e  seemed  well  executed;  but  if  the 
State  should  always  reward  upon  as  large  a  scale, 
their  future  heroes  must  consent  to  occupy  the  gar- 
rets oi'  the  building.  There  is  a  good  portrait  of  the 
first  Dutch  Governourof  the  State.  That  of  Colum- 
bus was  repairing.  It  is  a  considerable  defect  in 
this  building,  that  the  basement  story  is  of  a  red 
granite,  which,  at  a  distance,  has  the  appearance  of 
brick.  The  staircase  is  circular,  lighted  by  a  cupo- 
la, and,  in  the  style  of  its  construction,  not  unlike 
that  of  Drury-lane  theatre.  The  state  rooms,  and 
courts  of  justice  are  on  the  first  floor.  The  sessions 
court  was  sitting  during  my  visit,  and  1  went  in. 
My  first  impression  arose  from  the  truly  republican 
plainness  of  justice,  stripped  of  all  "pomp  and  cir- 
cumstance," flowing  wigs,  ermine,  and  silk  gowns. 
Both  the  Judges  and  Counsellors  were  in  the  dresa 
of  private  gentlemen,  the  latter  hardly  to  be  distin- 
guished from  the  spectators,  who,  without  much  ce- 
remony, crowded  round  the  tribunal.  A  female  was 
tried  for  stealing  several  hundred  dollars;  she  was 
found  guilty,  and  sentenced  to  imprisonment.  The 
punishment  of  death  is  abolished  in  the  state  of  New 
York  in  all  cases,  except  murder  and  arson  :  other 
crimes  are  punished  by  confinement  and  labour. 
To  America  belongs  the  glory  of  having  first  made 
the  experiment  of  the  least  waste  of  life  with  which 
society  can  be  preserved.  The  General  Hospital 
and  Lunatic  Asylum  are  contiguous  buildings.  I 
had  an  opportunity  of  visiting  them  with  one  of  the 
Physicians,  and  was  pleased  to  observe  the  feeling 
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kindness  of  his  manner  towards  the  unfortunate  vic- 
tims of  insanity,  who  seemed  ^to  greet  him  as  a 
friend.  One  patient  was  pointed  out  to  us,  whose 
delusion  consisted  in  imagining  himself  black. 

I  spent  an  evening  at  the  theatre.  It  is  a  shabby 
building  without,  and  poorly  lighted  and  decorated 
within.  Ttie  play  was  Columbus,  a  wretched  hash 
of  different  plays  and  stories,  miserably  acted.  The 
audience,  like  that  of  a  Portsmouth  theatre,  consisted 
almost  entirely  of  men. — I  saw  nothing  resembling  a 
Lady  in  the  house,  and  but  few  females.  The  Ame- 
ricans are  generally  considered  to  have  little  taste  for 
the  drama  ;  or  for  musick,  beyond  what  is  necessary 
for  a  dance  ;  dancing  being  in  New  York,  as  in  most 
parts  of  the  world,  the  favourite  amusement  of  the 
ladies  ;  they  dance  cotillions,  because  they  fancy  they 
excel  in  French  dances,  and  despise  country  dances 
for  the  same  reason.  The  young  men  have  the  cha- 
racter of  being  dissipated,  living  much  apart  from 
their  families  in  boarding  houses.  Good  dinners  are 
in  high  esteem  in  the  upper  commercial  circles,  and 
I  had  occasion  to  bear  witness  both  to  the  skill  of 
their  cooks,  and  the  hospitality  of  the  entertainers. =^ 

I  was  naturally  curious  to  visit  the  famous  Steam 
frigate,  or  Floating  Battery,  built  for  the  defence  of 
the  harbour ;  this  favour  I  obtained  through  Dr. 
Mitchell,  the  great  philosopher  of  New  York,  of 
whom  it  is  fit  to  mention,  that  he  has  been  lately  en- 

*  Two  curious  instances  of  disease  were  related  at  one  of 
these  dinner  parties  by  General  Nortli.  One,  of  the  tarantula 
infection,  in  which  the  sufferer,  a  female,  was  vehemently  af- 
fected by  musick,  and  the  application  of  particular  odours,  in 
discovering,which  she  evinced  an  acuteness  of  smell,  infinitely 
beyond  what  is  found  in  the  healthful  state.  The  other  was 
the  case  of  a  female,  who  was  attacked  by  lethargy,  at  the  end 
of  which  her  memory  had  wholly  forsaken  her,  so  that  she  was 
obliged  to  begin  again  the  rudiments  of  education  ;  but  upon  a 
recurrence  of  the  fit,  a  considerable  time  afterwards,  she  awoke, 
perfectly  restored  to  a  recollection  of  all  she  had  knowo  pre- 
vious to  the  first  attack  of  the  disease. 
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gaged  in  llie  Icthyology  of  his  country,  antl  has  dis- 
covered, or,  lo  use  liis  own  expression,  "  (an  lift  up 
iiis  hand  and  declare,"  that  flie  Smelt  ol  tlie  Trana- 
allantic  epicure  is  neither  more  nor  less  tljan  the 
Stnelt  so  honoured  by  European  gourmands.  He  ia 
besides  a  man  of  cousiiierable  mechanical  science, 
and  mentioneil  several  of  his  plans  for  the  impio\e- 
ment  of  (he  Steam  Frigate,  in  constructing  which  I 
believe  he  bore  a  piincipal  part.  One  plan  was  to 
obviate  the  intolerable  heat  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  engines,  by  introducing  fresh  air  through  lubes 
near  the  surface  of  the  water,  bent  upwaids  to  |)re- 
vent  its  entering.  Another  was  to  discharge  from 
the  engine  a  tbrce  of  water  sufficient  to  overwhelcn 
any  boarding  boat,  or  drerich  the  gun  detk  of  any 
shin  alongside. — The  length  of  iIjc  frigate  is  1 60  feet ; 
breadth  of  beam  60  ;  and  thickness  of  sides  four 
feet.  She  works  either  way,  and  is  said  to  be  suffi- 
ciently manageable,  and  well  calculated  for  harbour 
defence. 

Considerable  appreliensions  were  entertained  dur- 
ing the  war,  of  a  domici'iary  visit  lo  New  \t»rk  by  a 
Brifisli  squadron.  This  alarm  gave  birth  to  the  va- 
rious forts  and  batteries  which  now  grin  defiance  on 
the  ditTerent  islets  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  and  pro- 
ject from  several  points  along  the  (piays  of  the  town. 
Fortifications  were  also  thrown  up  on  the  opposite 
heights  of  Brooklyn,  on  Long  Island,  wheie  they 
command  the  city.  1  made  a  tour  of  them  one  morn- 
ing, and  found  five  forts  or  redoubts  connected  by 
bastioned  lines.  The  three  on  the  right  were  cover- 
ed l)y  an  inundation,  the  remainder  sufficiently  ap- 
proachable. The  whole  are  now  abandoned,  and 
hastening  to  decay.  The  soil  of  the  island  is  sand, 
mixed  with  scattered  blocks  of  talkous  granite,*  used 
for  paving  the  city. 

*  Besides  Granite,  I  picked  up  Quartz  with  Cholrite,  and  Ij- 
diao  stoue. 
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There  is  a  small  museum  in  New  York,  the  best 
part  of  which  is  a  collection  of  birds,  well  preserved  ; 
and  the  worst  a  set  of  wax  work  figures,  among  whom 
are  Saul  in  a  Frenchman's  embroidered  coat,  the 
Witch  of  Endor  in  the  costume  of  a  House-maid,  and 
Samuel  in  a  robe  de  chambre  and  cotton  night-cap. 
The  establishment  is  not  in  very  learned  hands,  to 
judge  by  the  labels  on  the  different  Articles  :  I  read 
on  one,  "  a  peace  of  Seder,"  vice  "  a  piece  of  Cedar." 
I  had  little  means  of  ascertaining  the  state  of  litera- 
ture in  New  York.  Books  were  extremely  dear  : 
cheap  editions  are  indeed  struck  off  of  all  our  modern 
Poets,  hut  they  are  more  expensive  than  books  of 
the  same  size  in  England,  and  are  miserably  incor- 
rect. The  Edinburgh  and  Quarterly  Reviews  are 
reprinted  as  soon  as  they  arrive,  and  are  in  great  re- 
quest ;  but  I  could  hear  of  no  American  Review  or 
Magazine,  which  even  American  Booksellers  would 
recommend.  I  met  however  with  a  few  good  works 
of  native  growth  :  Wilson's  Ornithology  is  not  only 
interesting  for  its  descriptions,  but  the  plates  are  exe- 
cuted and  coloured  in  a  very  superiour  style.  I 
found  a  calculation  in  it  relative  to  the  flocks  of  wild 
pigeons,  which  move  annually  northward,  from  the 
back  of  the  central  and  southern  states,  enough  to 
startle  an  European  reader,  but  which  has  in  a  great 
measure  been  confirmed  to  me  by  eye  witnesses. 
He  says,  "  he  observed  a  flock  passing  betwixt  Franc- 
fort  and  the  Indiana  territory,  one  mile  at  least  in 
breadth  ;  it  took  up  four  hours  in  passing,  which,  at 
the  rate  of  one  mile  per  minute,  gives  a  length  of 
240  miles,  and  supposing  three  pigeons  to  each  square 
yard,  gives  2,230,272,000  pigeons."  Their  breed- 
ing places  he  describes  as  many  miles  in  extent. 
Birds  of  prey  glut  themselves  above,  hogs  and  other 
animals  are  fattened  with  the  squabs  which  tumble 
down,  and  cover  the  ground,  on  every  high  wind. 
This  prodigiouB^  increase  seems  to  resemble  nothing 
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SO  much  as  the  herring  shoals.*  Indeed  both  the 
aerial  and  aqiiatick  communities  seem  to  stand  in 
need  of  Mr.  Malthus's  checks  to  superabundant  po- 
pulation.f  It  would  be  ingratitude  to  quit  New  York 
without  mention  of  its  erudite  and  right  pleasant  His- 
torian, Diedrich  Knickerbocker,!  whose  history  of 
the  first  Dutch  governours  of  the  settleuient  deserves 
a  favoured  niche  by  the  side  of  the  revered  Cid  Ha- 
met  Benengeli,  and  the  facetious  Biographer  of  my 
Uncle  Toby. 

*  "  The  Turtle  Doves  are  so  numerous  in  Canada,  that  the 
Bishop  has  been  forced  to  excommunicate  them  oftener  than 
ouce,  upon  account  of  the  damage  they  do  to  the  produce  of 
the  earth.  We  embarked  and  made  towards  a  meadow  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  which  the  trees  were  covered  with  that  sort 
of  fowls  more  than  with  leaves,  ^or  just  then  it  was  the  sea- 
son in  which  they  retire  from  the  north  countries  and  repair  to 
the  southern  climates,  and  one  would  have  thought  that  all  the 
Turtle  Doves  upon  earth  had  chosen  to  pass  through  this  place." 
— Lahontan.  1.  Letter  xi.  1687. 

f  To  preserve  the  skins  of  birds,  Mr.  Wilson  recommends  z 
strong  solution  of  arsenick  to  be  rubbed  within  side,  and  a  lit- 
tle powdered  arsenick  to  be  sprinkled  outwardly,  with  camphor 
in  the  box. 

I  Washiogtoo  Trfinc,  Esq. 
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STEAM  BOAT. 


I  EMBARKED  OM  the  9th  of  March,  in  the  Paragon 
stearn  packet,  from  New  York  to  Albany.  The 
"winter  had  been  less  severe  than  usual,  which  induc- 
ed the  captain  to  attempt  making  his  way  up  the 
Hudson  earlier  than  is  customary.  These  steam 
bo^ts  are  capable  of  accommodating  from  2  to  300 
passengers  ;  they  are  about  120  feet  in  length,  and  as 
elegant  in  their  construction  as  the  awkward-looking 
machinery  in  the  centre  will  permit.  There  are  two 
cabins,  one  for  the  ladies,  into  which  no  gentleman  is 
admitted  without  the  concurrence  of  the  whole  com- 
pauv.  The  interior  arrangements,  on  the  whole^  re- 
semble those  of  our  best  packets.  I  was  not  without 
apprehension,  that  a  dinner  in  such  a  situation,  for 
above  150  persons,  would  very  much  resemble  the 
scramble  of  a  mob  ;  I  was  however  agreeably  surpris- 
ed by  a  dinner  handsomely  served,  very  good  atten- 
dance, and  a  general  attention  to  quiet  and  decorum  : 
"  Truly,  thought  I,  these  republicans  are  not  so 
barbarous.'*  Indeed  when  the  cabin  was  lighted  up 
for  tea  and  sandwiches  in  the  evening,  it  more  re- 
sembled a  ball-room  supper,  than^^as  might  have  been 
expected,  a  stage-coach  meal.  The  charge,  includ- 
ing board,  from  New  York  to  Albany,  160  miles,  is 
seven  dollars. 

We  started  under  the  auspices  of  a  bright  frosty 
morning  :  The  first  few  minutes  were  naturally  spent 
by  me  in  examining  the  machinery,  by  means  of 
which  our  huge  leviathan,  with  such  evident  ease. 


STEAM    BOAT.  1* 

won  lier  way  against  the  opposing  current  :  but  more 
interesling  objects  are  breaking  tast  on  tlie  view  ;  on 
our  right  are  ihe  sloping  siiles  of  New  York  Island, 
studded  uiih  villas,  over  a  soil  from  whiih  the  liand 
of  cultivalion  has  long  sincerooled  its  woodland  glo- 
ries, substituting  the  more  varied  decorations  of  park 
and  shrubbery,  intersected  with  brown  stubbles  and 
meadows;  while  on  our  left,  the  bold  features  of  na- 
ture rise,  as  in  days  of  yore,  unimpaired,  unchangea- 
ble; grey  clilFs,  like  aged  battlements,  tower  perpen- 
dicularly from  the  water's  edge  to  the  height  of  seve- 
ral hundred  leel.*  Hickory,  dwarf  oak,  and  stunt- 
ed cedars,  twist  fantastically  wilhin  their  crevices, 
and  deepen  the  shadows  of  each  glen  into  which  thej 
occasionally  recede  ;  huge  masses  of  disjointed  rociiS 
are  scattered  at  inteivals  bflow  ;  here  the  sand  has 
collected  sufficiently  to  afford  space  for  the  wood- 
man's huf,  but  the  narrow  waterfall,  which  in  summer 
turns  his  saw-mill,  is  now  a  mighty  icicle  glittering  to 
the  morning  sun  ;  here  and  there  a  scarcely  percepti- 
ble track  conducts  to  the  rude  wharf,  trom  which  the 
weather-worn  lugger  receives  her  load  of  timber  for 
the  consumption  of  the  city.  A  low  white  monu- 
ment near  one  of  these  narrow  strands  marks  the  spot 
on  which  the  good  and  gallant  Hamilton  offered  the 
sacrifice  of  his  life  to  those  prejudices,  which  noble 
minds  have  so  seldom  dared  to  despise.  He  cross- 
ed from  the  State  of  New  York  to  evade  the  laws  of 
his  country,  and  bow  to  those  of  false  shame  and  mis- 
taken honour.  His  less  fortunate  adversary  still  sur- 
vives in  New  York,  as  obscure  and  unnoticed  as  he 
was  once  conspicuous. 

Evening  began  to  close  in  aa  we  approached  the 
highlands  :  The  banks  on  either  side  towered  up 
more  boldly,  and  a  wild  tract  of  mountain  scenery 
rose  beyond  them  :    The  river,  which  had  been  gra- 

*  Thp  whole  of  this  ridge  closely  resembles  Undercliff  in  the 
hie  of  Wight. 
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dually  widening,  now  expanded  into  a  capacious  lake, 
to  which  the  eye  could  distinguish  no  6ul!els  ;  flights 
of  wild  fowl  were  skimming  over  its  smooth  surface 
to  their  evening  shelter,  and  the  Ia>t  light  of  day  rest- 
ed faintly  on  a  few  white  farm  houses,  glimmering  at 
intervals  from  the  darkening  thickets :  Verplank's 
Point  shuts  the  northern  e?ilremity  of  this  first  basin: 
The  River  continues  its  course  within  a  cliflf-bound 
chaimel,  until,  after  a  few  miles,  it  again  opens  out 
amid  the  frowning  precipices  of  West  Point  :  Here 
are  the  same  features  of  scenery  as  at  Verplank's 
Point,  but  loftier  mountains  skirt  the  lake  ;  and  cliffs 
of  more  gigantic  stature  almost  impend  above  the 
gliding  sail."^  The  moon  was  riding  in  a  cloudless 
sky,  and  as  her  silver  colouring  fell  on  the  grey  cliffs 
of  the  left  banks,  the  mountains  on  the  other  side 
projected  their  deepened  shadows,  with  encreased 
solemnity,  on  the  unruffled  waters. 

This  was  the  land  of  romance  to  the  early  settlers: 
Indian  tradition  had  named  the  Highlands  the  prison 
within  which  Manelho  confined  the  spirits  rebellious 
to  his  power,  until  the  mighty  Hudson,  rolling  through 
the  stupendous  defiles  of  West  Point,  burst  asunder 
their  prison  house  ;  but  they  long  lingered  near  the 
place  of  their  captivity,  and  as  the  blasts  howled 
through  the  valleys,  echo  repeated  their  groans  to 
the  startled  ear  of  the  solitarv  hunter,  who  watched 
by  his  pine-tree  fire  for  the  approach  of  morning. 
The  lights,  which  occasionally  twinkled  from  the  se- 
questered bay,  or  wooded  promontory,  sufficiently 
told  that  these  fancies,  like  the  Indians,  who  had  in- 
vented or  transmitted  them,  must  by  this  time  have 
given  way  to  the  unpoetick  realities  of  civilised  life. 

Masses  of  floating  ice,  which  had,  at  intervals 
through  the  evening,  spilt  upon  the  bow  of  our  ark, 
became  so  frequent  immediately  on  our  passing  West 

*  Tbe  average  of  these  heights  is  probably  about  800  feet ; 
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Point,  as  tooblljre  us  fo  come  fo  anchor  for  llie  night ; 
a  pretty  sure  pronnoslick  that  there  was  nearly  an 
end  to  our  fealtier-bed  travelling.  The  next  inorn- 
ing  we  found  ournelves  lying  close  to  the  flourishing 
little  settlement  of  Newkurgh,  on  the  right  bank  of 
the  river:  Our  captain  ha\ing  concluded  to  termi- 
nate his  voyage  here,  moved  over  to  Fishkill,  on  the 
opposite  shore,  to  give  us  means  c'i  accommodating 
ourselves  with  conveyances,  in  the  best  way  we 
could. 


[   20   J 
CHAPTER  IV. 

NEyf  YORK  TO  ALBANY. 


March  10th. 
11th. 

Verplank's- Point, 

West-Point, 
Newbiirgii,     ) 
Fishkill,         S 
Poughkeepsie, 
Rhinebeck, 

44  miles, 
14 

8 

14 

20 

12th. 
13th. 

Clernjont, 

Kioderhook, 

Scbodach,  Van  Valtenburgs, 

Albany, 

40 

8 

12 

160  Miles. 

We  were  conveyed  to  Poughkeepsie  in  a  kind  of 
covered  cart:  The  West-Point  hills  lay  in  a  long 
ridge  behind  us,  stretching  east  and  west.  The 
country  through  which  we  passed,  though  compa- 
ratively low,  undulated  in  the  same  direction. 
About  three  miles  from  *Fishkill  a  wild  torrent  rush- 
ed over  its  bed  of  broken  rocks,  across  the  road  : 
The  romantick  bridge  flung  over  its  brawling  course, 
the  mill  on  its  craggy  banks,  and  the  deep  wood- 
en glen,  down  which  it  hastens  to  the  Hudson, 
deserve  a  place  in  every  traveller's  journal.  Pough- 
keepsie was  the  first  country  town,  or  rather  village, 
I  had  seen  ;  and  as  the  features  of  all  are  much  alike, 
it  shall  be  described  for  a  specimen.  Houses  of  wood, 
roofed  with  shingles,  neatly  painted,  with  generally 
from  four  to  six  sash  windows  on  each  floor,  two  sto- 
ries high,  and  a  broad  veranda,  resting  on  neat  wood- 
en pillars,  along  the  whole  of  the  front :  such  is  the 
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common  st^'le  of  liouse-buikling  through  (he  whole 
Stale:  It  iinifes  to  cleanly  neafness  a  i\e^ree  of  ele- 
gance, conGned  in  England  lo  the  collage  orntt ;  but 
here  common  lo  all  houses  ;  very  few  sink  lo  a  meaner 
fashion:  this  seems  strange  to  the  tye  accustomed  lo 
a  hundred  wretched  hovels  for  one  habitation  of  grace- 
ful comfort  ;  but  poverty  has  nol  yet  wandered  beyond 
the  limits  of  great  towns  in  America;  in  the  country 
every  man  is  a  land  owner,  and  has  competence  with- 
in his  grasp  ;  *'  O  forfunatos  nimium  sua  si  bona 
norint"  The  whole  of  this  beautiful  passage  may 
be  well  applied  to  American  farmers  :  To  them  the 
earth  is  "  most  j»st,**  for  they  are  industrious  and 
enterprising,  and  they  have  not  yet  discovered  the 
necessity  of  yielding  19  parts  of  their  earnings  to 
their  Government,  to  lake  care  of  the  remaining 
20th.  At  Poughkeepsie,  as  in  almost  all  American 
towns,  are  two  or  three  large  inns,  in  which  dinner 
is  provided  at  a  certain  hour,  for  all  travellers  en 
masse;  nor  is  it  an  easy  matter  any  where  to  pro- 
cure a  separate  meal  ;  indeed  privacy,  either  in 
eating,  sleeping,  conversation,  or  government,  seems 
quite  unknown  and  unknowable  to  the  Americans,  to 
whom  it  appears,  whether  political  or  domestick,  a 
most  unnatural  as  well  as  unreasonable  desire,  which 
only  Englishmen  are  plagued  with. 

There  is  no  want  of  churches,  either  here  or  in 
any  other  village  of  this  state,  but  they  are  all  built 
of  the  same  perishable  materials  :  Mr.  Jefferson,  in 
his  "ixolc-?  on  Virginia,"  objects  to  this  method  of 
building,  which  adds  nothing  to  the  riches  of  the 
stale  ;  but  as  long  as  wood  continues  plentiful  and 
labour  dear,  houses  will  be  built  in  the  readiest  and 
cheapest  manner.  The  same  fashion  was  once 
general  in  our  own  country  :  Knickerbocker,  in  his 
humorous  way,  thus  describes  this  passion  of  the 
Yankee  setller  for  building  large  wootlen  houses. 
"  Improvement  is  his  darling  passion,  and  having 
thus  improved  his  lands,  the  next  care  is  to  provide 
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mansion  worthy  Ihe  residence  of  a  landholder.  A 
huge  palace  of  pineboards  immediately  springs  up 
in  ihe  midst  of  the  wilderness,  large  enough  for  a 
parish  church,  and  furnished  with  windows  of  all 
diiiiensionsi,  but  so  rickely  and  flimsy  withal,  that 
every  blast  gives  it  a  fit  of  the  ague.  By  the  time 
the  outside  of  this  mighty  air  castle  is  completed, 
either  the  funds  or  the  zeal  of  our  adventurer  are 
eshauafed,  so  thit  he  barely  manages  to  half  finish 
one  ro  )in  within,  where  the  whole  family  burrow  to- 
geilier,  while  the  rest  of  the  house  is  devoted  to  the 
curing  of  pumpkins,  or  storing  of  carrots  and  pota- 
toes, and  is  decorated  with  fanciful  festoons  of  wilt- 
ed pearlies  and  dried  apples.  The  outside,  re- 
maining unpainted,  grows  venerably  black  with  time  : 
The  family  wardrobe  is  laid  under  contribution  for 
oiil  hats,  petticoats,  and  breeches,  to  stuff  into  the 
broken  windows.  The  humble  log  hut,  which  whil- 
oaie  nestled  this  improving  family  snugly  within  its 
narrow  but  comfortable  walls,  stands  hard  by  in  ig- 
nomisiious  contrast,  degraded  into  a  cowhouse  or 
pig-stye ;  and  the  whole  scene  reminds  one  forcibly 
of  a  fable,  which,  I  am  surprised  has  never  been 
recorded,  of  an  aspiring  snail,  who  quitted  his  hum- 
ble habitation,  which  he  filled  with  great  respecta- 
bility, to  crawl  into  the  empty  shell  of  a  lobster, 
where  he  would  no  doubt,  have  resided  in  great  style 
and  splendour,  the  envy  and  hate  of  all  the  pains- 
taking snails  of  his  neighbourhood,  had  he  not  acci- 
dentally perished  with  cold  in  one  corner  of  bis  stu- 
pendous mansion." 

About  a  mile  from  Poughkeepsie  we  were  sur- 
prised to  meet  a  very  handsome  covered  sociable, 
drawn  by  four  excellent  horses,  sent,  we  were  told 
for  the  accomfiiodation  of  the  gentleman  I  was  ac- 
companying to  Canada  :  almost  at  the  same  instant,  a 
mounted  courier  rode  up  to  tell  us  his  master  bad 
vehicles  prepared  for  us  ;  this  extraordinary  zeal 
arose  from   the  competition   of  these   two   propria- 
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tors,  who  had  heard  of  our  romins,  and  prohable 
wanfs,  from  some  fellow  passengers,  who  had  a  few 
minutes  start  of  lis;  we  had  consi»lerable  difhculty 
in  adjustinu:  their  civil  claijns,  yielding  bowexer  llie 
palm  of  preference  to  the  one  who  hcui  so  artivciv 
exhibited  a  specimen  of  his  means  :  He  engaged  to 
convey  ourselves,  four  ser\aiils,  and  l)ai:[iaL;e,  to 
Albany,  for  150  dollars:  a  charge  we  fouml  so  rea- 
sonable that  we  made  him  some  additional  compen- 
sation at.  the  end  of  the  journey.  Let  therefore 
Mr.  Butler's  name,  carriage,  horses,  and  driveis, 
descend  with  honour  to  posterity,  should  posfeiity 
ever  make  intpiiries  about  hinj,  or  them.  \\'hat 
precise  proportion  of  this  motleration  was  owing  to 
the  strong  spirit  of  opposition  betwixt  him  and  hi3 
neighbour,  may  be  left  to  the  calculating  conjectures 
of  the   worldly  reader. 

At  Kinderhook  we  found  a  n)ilitia  court  martial 
going  forward.  Curiosity  indurtd  us  to  step  for  a 
nmnient  into  the  "  Hall  of  Justice,"  where  a  scene 
presented  itself  on  which  fiogarth  would  have  ban- 
queted :  The  Colonel  President  sat  at  the  head  of. 
tiie  table  ;  a  cocked  hat,  equal  in  size  to  three  de- 
generate Wellingtons  of  modern  days,  with  a  crim- 
son feather,  adorned  his  untrimmed  locks,  "but  red- 
der than  the  plume  so  red,"  a  nose,  all  gemmed  and 
carbuncled,  flamed  beneath  it  ;  a  coloured  silk  liand- 
kerchief  was  tied  loosely  round  his  neck  ;  beiore 
him  stood  a  large  jug  of  whiskey  punch,  and  beside 
it  the  swords  of  his  fellow  judges  bundled  togetlier, 
while  their  owners,  in  heterogeneous  garb,  half-farm- 
er, half-soldier,  sate  round  the  table,  posing,  in  quaint 
phrase  of  guessing,  and  mistering,  the  witnesses, 
who,  to  prevent  discordant  evidence,  were  all  placed 
in  court   to  hear  one  another's  story. 

We  slept  this  night  at  the  village  of  Schodach, 
where  the  clean  little  inn,  and  obliging  family  of 
Mr.  Van  Valtenburgh  merit  our  grateful  remem- 
brance ;    the    whole    establishment   is    a    pattern    of 
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Dutch  neatness,  with  not  a  little  of  English  com- 
fort: It  was  the  more  agieeable  to  us,  from  our  hav- 
ing here  first  got  rid  of  the  train  of  passensfers,  who 
were  turned  out  with  ourselves  from  the  steam  boat, 
and  had  been  flooding  every  inn  we  came  to  ever 
since  :  I  found,  among  a  small  collection  of  books 
belonging  to  Miss  Van  Valtenburgh,  Miss  Edge- 
worth^s  "  Patronage  ;"  indeed  I  went  into  few 
American  houses,  without  meeting  with  some  of  our 
popular  works.  Surely  it  must  be  no  inconsiderable 
source  of  gratification  to  such  writers  as  Scott  and 
Edgewortb,  to  think  their  productions  are  circulated, 
"  to  raise  the  morals,  and  amend  the  hearts''  of  the 
dwellers  on  the  Hudson,  and  the  borderers  of  Lake 
Champlain. 

We  approached  Albany  through  a  country  gently 
undulating,  and  pretty  thickly  intersected  with  for- 
ests, from  which,  however,  their  noblest  timber  has 
been  almost  wholly  extracted.  On  the  right  bank 
of  the  Hudson,  a  bold  ridge  of  mountains  extends 
from  Katskill  to  the  neigbourhood  of  Albany,  (called 
the  Katskill  Ridse)^  altogether  in  the  direction  of 
the  river.  Dr.  Mitchell  found  the  basis  of  these 
mountains  to  consist  of  the  same  freestone  as  that  of 
the  BiueHTdge,  of  which  he  conceives  them  to  be  a 
prolongation,  and  to  mark  the  limit  betwixt  the  re- 
gion of  freestone  and  that  of  granite.  Nearly  oppo- 
site to  Albany  is  Greenbush,  a  large  wooded  hill, 
on  which  are  barracks,  it  is  said,  for  near  10,000 
men.  We  found  a  regular  road  to  the  town  across 
the  ice,  and  prepared,  not  without  some  misgivings 
for  the  future,  to  part  from  Mr.  Butler's  excellent 
four-in-hand. 

*  The  highest  point  of  this  ridge  has  been  estimated  at 
3549  feet.  Vide  Volney,  "  Tableau  du  Climat,"  ^c.  torn.  i. 
p.  35. 
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It  is  curious  lo  find  a  considerable  remnant  of  feudal- 
ism in  a  ^Oiing  democracy'  of  North  America.     This, 
however,  is  the  case   in   the  neighbourhood  of  Al- 
bany.     A  Dutch  geutletnan,  Mr.  Van  Rensselaer,  still 
retains  the  title  ol  Patroon  ;  his  seigniories  are  said  to 
extend  over  thirty   miles  of  territory,  burthened  with 
all   the  catalogue  of  incidents,  fines,   tolls,  quit-rents, 
reservation?,  proprietorships  of  mills,  &c.  i<.c.  com- 
mon to  old  European  tenures.     Many  of  the  neighbour- 
ing villages  continue   almost  entirely    Dutch,  among 
which,  improvement,   probably    from   the   above  cir- 
cumstance, goes  on  very  slowly.      The  town  of  Alba- 
ny  has    a  gav,   thriving     appearance,    witli    nothing 
Dutch  about   it  but  the  names  of  some  of  its  irdiabi- 
tants.     What  traces  of  primeval  manners  still  linger 
in   their  domestic   economy,  I  am  not  entitled  to  de- 
cide :  the  historian  of  New  York,  in  the  first  volume 
of  his  erudite  Researches,  p.  ]fjT,  does  indeed  charge 
"some  families  in   Albany"  with   still  keeping  up  an 
economical  expedient  of  their  ancestors  for  sweeten- 
ing tea,  viz.   by  suspending  "  a  large  lump  of  sugar  di- 
rectly over  the  tea-table,  by  a  strins;  from  the  ceiling,  so 
that  it  could  be  swung  from  mouth  to   njouth."     It  is 
probable,  however,   he  found    some   reason   to   doubt 
the  continuance  of  this  custom,  during  his  last  visit  to 
Albany,  after    the  publication  of  his   work  :    vide   an 
I'  Account  of  the  Author,"  prefixed  to  his  history,  p. 
ix.     One  specimen  of  Dutch    manners  did  'ndeed  fall 
under   my  own   observation   at    Schodach.     An  old 
lady,  who  had  finished   her  morning   drive  before  we 
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had  begun  ours,  was  saluted  by  our  landlord's  daugh- 
ter with  the  pristine  ceremony  of  a  small  stove  of 
warm  coals,  decorously  introduced  beneath  her  full- 
flowing  petticoats. 

Albany  being  the  seat  of  government  for  New 
York,  has  a  parliament-house,  dignified  with  the  name 
of  the  Cipifol,  which,  as  in  duty  bound,  stands  upon 
a  hill,  and  has  a  lofty  columned  porch  ;  but  as  the 
building  is  but  small,  it  looks  all  porch.  There  is  a 
miserable  little  museum  here,  with  a  group  of  waxen 
figures,  representing  the  execution  of  Louis  XYI., 
brought  from  France  :  it  is  impossible  not  to  give 
them  the  praise  of  being  natural,  if  a  ghasty  sem- 
blance of  life,  so  close  as  to  make  one  start,  deserve 
the  name. .  The  furious  attitude  of  the  executioner, 
stretching  out  his  arms  from  the  top  of  (he  scatfold- 
steps,  eager  to  receive  his  victim ;  the  hard  counte- 
nance of  the  cormniSi  seated,  with  his  watch  in  his 
hand,  to  minute  down  the  fatal  stroke  ;  the  features 
of  the  unfortunate  king,  "  Pallens  morle  futurd,^*  all 
possess  this  merit  in  no  small  degree.  While  I  was 
looking  through  the  museum,  three  Oneida  Indians, 
the  first  I  had  seen,  came  to  the  keeper  to  borrow 
some  articles  of  Indian  dress  and  armoury  to  exhibit 
that  evening  at  the  theatre.  They  wore  pretty  near- 
ly the  European  dress,  excepting!;  a  kind  of  cloak  fold- 
ed oyer  one  shoulder,  and  a  ribbon  round  their  hats. 
The  spokesman  of  the  three,  a  very  handsome  young 
man,  was,  I  was  told,  son  to  the  principal  chief.  I 
saw  him  on  the  stage  in  the  evening,  beating  a  kind  of 
drum,  and  accompanying  the  war-dance  of  his  com- 
panions with  a  low  monotonous  song.  It  secFTied  a 
melancholy  sight :  the  sons  of  the  once  free  masters 
of  the  soil  exhibiting  themselves  to  the  scornful  mirth 
of  those  who  had  spoiled  them  of  their   inheritance. 

To  be  robbed,  corrupted,  and  degraded  is  the  in- 
variable lot  of  the  Indian  who  comes  in  contact  with 
the  civilization  of  Europe.     Nobler  he, 

"  Who  forward  rushes  with  indignant  grief, 
"  Where  never  foot  has  trod  the  fallen  leaf." 
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THE  FALLS  OF  THE  MOHAWK. 

Whatever  a  country  affords  worth  seeing,  take 
th'-  first  opportunity  lo  see  it.  This  siniple  rule 
woulil  prevent  many  such  pobthunious  lamentations, 
an<l  lame  *' biits,"  a>*,  "lam  very  sorry  I  omitted 
going,  but  1  thought  I  should  have  returned  by  the 
same  road.*'  "  I  fully  intended  seeing  it,  but  the 
weather  was  so  unfavourable,  that  1  deferred  it  'til" 
— when  ? 

•♦  Some  period,  no  whore  to  l)e  foand 
•♦  In  all  the  hoary  register  of  time." 

As  nothing:  sounds  so  ill  to  one's  self  or  others,  I  de- 
termined to  visit  the  falls  of  the  31ohavvk,  the  same 
day  I  arrived  at  Albany  ;  though  I  was  told  we 
should  pass  within  a  (ew  yards  of  them  on  the  mor- 
row, which  did  not  turn  out  to  be  \be  case.  The 
Cohoz*,  or  falls  of  the  Mohawk,  are  little  more  than 
half  a  mile  from  the  junction  of  the  two  rivers  :  their 
extreme  breadth  is  about  three  hundred  toises,  which 
is  much  ryore  than  the  mean  breadth  of  the  stream, 
both  above  and  below  them,  being  increased  by  the 
manner  in  whit:h  the  ledge  of  rocks  forins  an  obtuse 
angkj  in  the  direction  of  the  current. f     Their  height 

•  Le  oom  de  Cohoz  me  paroit  un  mot  imitatlf  con«erv6  den  Sauvajres,  et 
par  un  cas  niogulier,  je  I'ai  retroiiv6  dans  le  pay?  de  LiSge,  appliqu6  k  une 
petite  c;iscade,  i  trois  lieues  de  Spa."— Voloey,  p.  125. 

t  "The  bed  of  the  falls  is  of  serpentine  stone/'—Volney, 
Tableau.  1.  i.  .'>!.  He  observes,  that  the  bed  of  the  Mohawk 
seems  to  separate  the  region  of  freestone  from  that  of  granite. 


28  THE    FALLS    OF    THE    MOHAWK. 

does  not,  perhaps,  exceed  50  feet.*  The  banks 
above  them  are  nearly  on  a  level  with  the  water,  but 
are  increased  below  by  the  depth  of  the  falls.  In 
summer,  the  overflow  is  said  to  be  scanty,  and  even 
at  this  season  a  cap  of  snow  rested  on  the  most  promi- 
nent cliiFof  the  angle,  from  beneath  which  the  stream 
filtered  in  silver  veins.  The  whole  effect  of  these 
falls,  the  broadest,  I  believe,  in  the  States,  excepting 
Niagara,  is  diminished  for  want  of  the  relief  of  a  bold, 
darkly-shadowed  back«ground.  The  air  of  wintry 
desolation,  varied  only  by  the  sombre  foliage  of  the 
pine  and  cedar,  stretching  their  dark  masses  over 
beds  of  snow,  took  little  from  the  rude  force  of  a 
scene,  the  character  of  which  is  rather  simply  grand, 
than  lovely  or  romantick.  There  is  a  very  good  point 
of  view  from  a  long  covered  bridge,  which  crosses 
the  Mohawk  near  its  mouth,  and  leads  to  the  village 
of  Waterford.  The  distance  from  Albany  is  about 
ten  miles. 

*  Volney  says,  "  some  reckon  it  at  65  feet,  others  only  50.'* 
The  Marquis  de  Chastellux  makes  it  75.  He  atso  visited  it  in 
winter,  and  observes,  "  The  picture  was  rendered  still  more 
*'  terrible  by  the  snow  which  covered  the  firs,  the  brilliancy 
"of  which  gave  a  black  colour  to  the  water,  gliding  gently 
"  along,  and  a  yellow  tinge  to  that  which  was  washing  over  the 
"  cataract.'* 
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March  14th.  Troy, 
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Chazy, 
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7 

Isle  aux  Nobr, 

12  Sleighs. 
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T  ROF  is  a  little  Bhort  of  a  mile  in  length,  and  bears 
every  mark  of  growing  opulence.  There  is  a  large 
barrow-formed  mount,  at  the  end  of  the  town,  on  the 
road  side,  wbit  li,  though  evidently  a  natural  rock, 
might  represent  the  tomb  of  Ilus  to  this  new  Ilium, 
were  Yankey  imaginations  disposed  to  run  classically 
riot.  The  road  runs  pleasantly  on  the  banks  of  the 
Hudson,  vshich  here  form  a  long  stripe  of  flat  giound, 
evidently  an  alluvion,  about  a  mile  in  breadth,  beyond 
which  the  hills  again  rise,  intersecting  the  country  in 
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a  N.  W.  direction.  Betwixt  Pittstown  and  Cam- 
bridi:e  we  crossed  the  Hoo<ick  river,  and  continued 
onr  wav  through  a  wild  and  mountainous  counlrj, 
whose  remoter  heights  were  now  fading  in  evening 
mists.  From  Pittsiown  we  had  quitted  the  course 
of  the  Hudson,  and  moving  in  a  N.  E.  direction, 
were  falling  in  wi;h  the  various  cha  ns  of  hills  which 
sprinz  laferally  from  the  great  N.  E.  chain  of  the 
West  Point  mountains.  Salem  is  beautifullv  embo- 
soned  a  nii  these  ramifications,  which  seea  to  divide 
the  low  codntrj  into  a  number  of  separate  basins, 
each  watered  br  its  own -sequestered  stream.  Clas- 
ses of  slaty  rock  are  every  where  scattered  through 
the  country.  Land,  we  were  informed,  was  worth 
about  '20/.  per  acre;  a  considerable  sum,  where  it  is 
so  plentiful.  The  Americans,  who  are  never  defi- 
cient when  improvement  is  in  view,  have  introduced 
the  use  of  gypsum,  as  the  most  transportable,  as  well 
as  the  most  profitable,  manure.  A  farmer  here,  with 
whom,  as  is  usual  in  the  States,  we  tell  into  conver- 
sation, informed  us  that  the  averaie  quantity  employ- 
ed was  three  pecks  per  acre,  united  with  the  seed: 
that  it  was  ot  great  service  to  clover  ;  and  well  em- 
ployed on  all  sandy  or  gravelly  soils,  adding  a  curious 
remark,  if  correct,  that  it  produces  no  effect  on  land 
within  thirty  miles  of  the  sea.=^ 

Granville  is  situated  in  one  of  these  mountain  ba- 
sins, and  is  but  a  few  miles  from  the  foot  of  the  Green 
and  Bald  mountains,  which  form  the  continuation  of 
the  o-reat  chain.  The  streams  in  this  neighbourhood 
no  lonzer  fall  into  the  Hudson,  but  make  a  northerly 
course  to  Lake  Champlain.  At  Granville  we  quit- 
ted the  main  north  road,  to  go  to  Whitehall,  and  take 
the  benefit  of   sleighs  across  the  lake.     1  observed  a 

*  This  remirk  I  hare  heard  confirmed  by  well  informed  per- 
soH!  in  the  States.  The  most  common  theory  of  the  use  of 
gTp>n  n  seems  to  be  its  disposition  to  attract  moisture,  thos 
remedying  the  defects  of  dry  warm  soUs. 
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quantity  of  red  clay-siate  in  this  neighbourhood,  re- 
semljlmg  the  cliffs  of  the  St.  Lawrence  near  Quei>€c. 
Tire  aspect  of  the  countrr  remained  much  the  same, 
only  growing  more  wild  and  wintry  as  we  proceeded. 
The  snow  which  bad  hitherto  been  partial,  now  be- 
gan to  impede  the  progress  of  our  wagion,  which  had 
been  moving  at  ihe  rate  of  ihree  and  a  half  miles  per 
hour.  We  were  frequently  obliged  to  aliiht,  and 
walk  down  steep  hills,  thickly  encrusted  with  ice  and 
snow.  A  fine  bear  had  preceded  us,  as  we  discover- 
ed by  his  large  round  foot  prints,  but  be  was  not 
complaisant  enough  to  show  himself  from  sorriC  cr-g- 
gj  knoll,  and  welcome  us  to  his  solitude.  A  smail 
ground  squirrel  was  the  only  specimen  of  bird  or 
beast  we  encountered.  The  Talley  closes  in  as  you 
approach  Whitehall,  until  its  lofty  barriers  barelr 
leave  space  sufficient  for  the  site  o(  the  village,  and 
the  course  of  a  small  ri\er,  called  Wood-creek,  which 
rushes  iuto  the  lake,  with  a  sotall  cascade  ;  iis  rigot 
bank  rises  perpendicularly  several  hundred  feet:  strata 
of  dark  grey  lime-stone,  disposed  at  regular  parallels, 
exhibit  an  appearance  of  masonry  so  perfect  as  to 
require  a  second  glance  to  convince  one  a  wall  is  not 
built  up  from  the  bed  of  the  stream.  The  heights 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  valley  are  equally  bold, 
and  marked  with  the  same  character  ;  their  summits 
are  every  where  darkened  with  forests  of  oak,  pine, 
and  cedar  ;  large  detached  masses  of  granite  are  scat- 
tered generally  through  the  valley,  and  among  the 
houses  of  the  village,  which  like  several  others  on  our 
road,  very  much  resembled  a  large  timber-yard,  from 
the  quantity  of  wood  cutting  up  and  scattered  about  for 
purposes  of  building  :  indeed  it  is  impossible  to  travel 
through  the  States  without  taking  part  with  the  unfor- 
tunate trees,  who,  unable  like  their  persecuted  fel- 
lows of  the  soil,  the  Indians,  to  make  good  a  retreat, 
are  exposed  to  every  form  and  species  of  destruction 
Yankee  convenience  or  dexterity  can  invent ;  felling, 
barning,  rooting  up,  tearing  down,  lopping,  and  chop- 
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ping,  are  all  employed  with  most  unrelenting  severity. 
We  passed  through  many  forests  whose  leafless 
trunks,  blackened  with  fire,  rose  above  the  underwood, 
like  lonely  columns,  while  thetr  flat-wreathed  roots 
lay  scattered  about,  not  unlike  the  capitals  of  Egyp- 
tian architecture.  I  believe  some  traveller  has  ob- 
served that  there  are  no  large  trees  in  i\.merica,  an 
observation  not  very  wide  of  the  truth,  to  judge  from 
what  may  be  seen  from  the  high  road  ;  a  few  steps 
however  into  any  of  the  woods,  shew  that  they  have 
abounded  in  very  fine  timber,  numerous  remains  of 
which  are  every  where  left  standing;  but  the  ex- 
treme prodigality  with  which  the  finest  timber  trees 
have  been  employed,  being  often  piled  together  to 
make  fences,  and  so  left  to  rot,  has  begun  to  pro- 
duce a  comparative  scarcity,  especially  near  large 
towns,  which  has  considerably  increased  the  value  of 
the  property  of  woodland. 

At  Whitehall  we  embarked  in  sleighs  on  Lake 
Champlain  ;  the  afternoon  was  bright  and  mild,  and 
well  disposed  us  to  enjoy  the  pleasing  change  from 
our  snailpaced  waggon  to  the  smooth  rapidity  of  a 
sleigh,  gliding  at  the  rate  of  nine  miles  an  hour.  The 
first  object  our  driver  was  happy  to  point  out  to  us, 
was  several  of  our  own  flotilla,  anchored  near  the 
town,  sad  "  trophies  of  the  fight."  The  head  of  the 
lake  called  "  the  Narrows,"  does  not  exceed  the 
breadth  of  a  small  river ;  the  sides  rise  in  lofty  cliffs, 
whose  grey  strata  sometimes  assume  the  regular  di- 
rection of  the  mason's  level,  sometimes  form  an  an- 
gle more  or  less  acute  with  the  horizon,  and  some- 
times, particularly  in  projecting  points,  seem  almost 
vertical  to  it.  Our  driver  pointed  out  a  curious  fis- 
sure in  the  left  bank,  called  the  "  devil's  pulpit ;" 
it  is  in  about  the  centre  of  the  cliff,  and  seems  broken 

with  great  regularity,  much  in  this  figure    \  /. 

Tyconderoga  point  stands  out  in  an  attitude  of 
defiance  to  those  who  ascend  the  lake,  but  its  martial 
terrors  are  now  extinguished,  or  marked  only  by  the 
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crumbling  remaiDS  of  field  works,  ami  llie  ruin  of  an 
old  fortified  Larrark.  I^tkc  (leorge  unites  will)  Lake 
Chainplain,  at  tlie  foot  of  this  mountain  point,  by  a 
narrow  stream,  on  the  right  bank  of  which,  rises 
Mount  Defiance,  and  on  the  opposite  side  of  Lake 
Ciiamplain,  3Iount  Indepemlence  ;  names  which  be- 
speak tlieir  military  fame  in  days  of  old,  but  now, 
like  retired  comitry  gentlemen,  tliey  are  content  to 
raise  oak  and  pine  woods,  instead  of  fiowning  batte- 
ries. At  Shoreliam,  nearly  opposite  to  Crown  Point, 
we  found  good  accommodation  for  the  night,  at  Mr. 
Larenburg's  tavern,  and  set  ott*  the  next  morning  be- 
fore breakfast  ;  but  we  had  soon  cause  to  repent  of 
thus  committing  ourselves  fasting  to  the  mercy  of  the 
elements.  Tlie  lake  now  began  to  widen,  and  the 
shores  to  sink  in  the  same  proportion  ;  the  keen  blasts 
of  the  north,  sweeping  over  its  frozen  expanse, 
pierced  us  with  needles  of  ice;  the  thermometer  was 
22**  below  zero ;  buffalo  hides,  bear  skins,  caps, 
shawls  and  handkerchiefs  were  vainly  employed 
against  a  degree  of  cold  so  much  beyond  our  habits. 
Our  guide,  alone  of  the  party,  his  chin  and  eye-lashes 
gemmed  and  powdered  with  the  drifting  snow,  boldly 
set  his  face  and  his  horses  in  the  teeth  of  the  storm. 
Sometimes  a  crack  in  the  ice  would  compel  us  to 
wait,  while  he  went  forward  to  explore  it  with  bis 
axe,  (without  which,  the  American  sleigh-drivers  sel- 
dom travel,)  when,  having  ascertained  its  breadth, 
anil  the  foothold  on  either  side,  he  wou.d  drive  his 
horses  at  speed,  and  clear  the  fissure,  with  its  snow 
ridge,  at  a  flying  leap;  a  sensation  we  found  agreea- 
ble enough,  but  not  so  agreeable  as  a  good  inn  and 
dinner  at  Burlington.  Burlington  is  a  beautiful  lit- 
tle town,  rising  from  the  edge  of  the  lake  ;  the  prin- 
cipal buildings  are  disposed  in  a  neat  square  ;  on  a 
hill  above  the  town  stands  the  college,  a  plain  brick 
building,  the  greater  part  of  which  is  unoccupied, 
and  seemingly  unfinished. 
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We  crossed  the  next  morning  to  Plattsburgh,  curi- 
ous to  view  the  theatre  of  our  misfortunes;  it  is  a 
flourishing  little  town,  situated  principally  on  the  left 
Bank  of  the  Saranac,  a  little  river,  which,  falling  into 
the  lake,  makes,  with  an  adjacent  island,  and  Cum- 
berland Point,  a  convenient  bay,  across  which  the 
American  flotilla  lay  anchored,  lo  receive  our  attack ; 
the  untoward  issue  of  which,  decided  the  retreat  of 
Sir  George  Prevost's  army.  *We  were  particular  in 
our  inquiries  into  the  position  of  the  flotilla,  that  we 
might  ascertain  whether,  as  has  been  asserted,  they 
were  within  cannon  range  from  the  shore  ;  this  we 
found  at  no  time  to  have  been  the  case,  so  that  no 
movement  on  our  part  by  land,  could  have  influenced 
the  event  of  the  naval  action.  The  fortifications  are 
on  the  right  bank  of  the  Saranac;  the  American  com- 
mandant obligingly  conducted  us  through  them  ;  they 
consist  of  two  square  forts  palisadoed,  but  with  neith- 
er out-works,  nor  covered  way.  This  officer  inform- 
ed us,  that  they  had  not, even  their  gates  hung  when 
our  army  first  arrived  before  them.  Our  retreat 
surprised  them  as  much  as  it  did  many  of  our  own 
people;  it  must  however  be  observed,  that  though 
little  or  no  doubt  existed,  that  the  works  if  attacked, 
would  have  been  carried,  the  object  of  the  expedition 
fell  to  the  ground  with  the  loss  of  the  flotilla,  by 
means  of  which  alone,  the  transport  of  stores  and 
provisions  could  have  been  secured.  The  fight 
must  have  been  for  honour  only,  and  Sir  George  Pre- 
vost  certainly  took  the  boldest  part  when  he  declin- 
ed it. 

"  Travelling,  after  all,"  says  Madame  de  Stael, 
"  is  but  a  melancholy  pleasure  ;"  an  observation  doub- 
ly true,  if  applied  to  travelling  over  an  uniform  surface 
of  ice,  in  very  cold  weather.  Curiosity  freezes  un- 
der such  circumstances,  and  the  only  prospect  which 
rouses  attention  is  the  inn,  or  village,  which  is  to  af- 
ford the  comforts  of  food  and  fire.  I  observed,  how- 
ever, that  the  shores  of  the  lake  gradufilly  sunk  down 
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fo  the  level  of  the  water,  while  Ihe  niountain  ridges 
fell  oflfto  (he  right  and  left,  leaving  a  hroad  and  near- 
ly level  expanse  of  wood  and  water.  Traces  of  cnl- 
tivation  diminished  as  we  approached  the  frontier;  a 
few  solitary  houses,  commonly  the  resort  of  smug- 
glers, were  scattered  on  the  shore,  embosomed  in 
forests  of  a  most  uninviting  aspect.  Betwixt  Cham- 
plain  and  Isle  aux  Noix,  travellers  take  leave  of 
America,  and  enter  on  the  Canadian  territory.  A 
few  words  then  on  the  American  character,  ere  I  and 
they  part. 
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It  is  a  bold  enterprise,  to  describe  the  habits,  man- 
ner's, and  dispositions  of  a  nation,  after  a  fifteen  days* 
journey  through  it;  but  here  1  am  encouraged  by  the 
example  of  all  my  travelling  contemporaries  of  both 
hemispheres,  whose  courage  in  this  respect,  has  gain- 
ed them  the  proverbial  reputation  of  a  race  of  men, 
who  are  never  dastardly  enough  to  shrink  from  the 
task,  on  account  of  mere  want  of  information,  but  who 
are  always  ready  to  depicture  both  the  exteriour  and 
interiour  of  the  inhabitants  they  happen  to  catch  a 
glimpse  of,  through  the  windows  of  their  travelling 
carriage,  with  as  much  accuracy, 

"  As  though  they  had  stood  by 
"  Aod  seen  thera  made. 

A  great  help  in  these  cases  is  the  labour  of  our  pre- 
decessors, by  whose  means  their  followers  are  ena- 
bled to  transmit  a  lie,  unpolluted,  to  posterity.  Now 
as  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  such  benevolent  aid, 
has  been  ever  intended  rather  for  the  poor  than  the 
rich.  I  shall  begin  by  begging  the  helping  hand  of 
my  friend  Knickerbocker,  over  an  explanation  of  the 
term  Yankie,  generally  applied  to  the  New  England 
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ers,  both  by  us  and  themselves.  The  first  settlers 
of  New  England,  were  the  Puritans,  andolher  secta- 
ries, who,  persecuted  and  butieted  at  home,  "embark- 
ed for  the  wilderness  of  America,  where  they  might 
enjoy  unmolested  the  inestimable  luxury  of  talking. 
No  sooner  did  they  land  upon  this  loquacious  soil, 
than  as  if  they  had  caught  the  disease  from  the  cli- 
mate, they  all  lifted  up  their  voices  at  once,  and  for 
the  space  of  one  whole  year  did  keep  up  such  a  joy- 
ful clamour,  that  we  are  told,  they  frightened  every 
bird  and  beast  out  of  the  neighbourhood,  and  so  com- 
pletely dumb-founded  certain  fish,  which  abound  on 
their  coast,  that  they  have  been  called  *  dumb-fish' 
ever  since.  The  simple  aborigines  of  the  land  for  a 
while  contemplated  these  strange  folk  in  utter  asto- 
nishment, but  discovering  that  they  wielded  harmless, 
though  noisy  weapons,  and  were  a  lively,  ingenious, 
good-humoured  race  of  men,  they  became  very  friend- 
ly and  sociable,  and  gave  them  the  name  of  Yankies, 
which,  in  the  Mais-Tchsuaeg  (or  Massachusett)  lan- 
guage signifies  'silent  men;'  a  waggish  appellation 
since  shortened  into  the  familiar  epithet  of  Yankies, 
which  they  retain  unto  the  present  day." — I.  p.  178. 
Nor  have  they  retained  a  barren  epithet,  but  are  still 
eminent  for  the  facility  with  which  they  engage  in 
conversation.  One  table  for  meals  is  stage-coach  fare 
even  in  England  :  one  bed-room,  containing  a  dozen 
beds  may  be  tolerated  in  a  country  new  to  the  luxu- 
ries of  travelling  ;  but  the  spirit  of  sociability  is  a  lit- 
tle excessive,  when,  as  I  have  been  told,  it  enjoins 
the  traveller  to  halve  his  bed  with  whoever  arrives 
too  late  to  procure  one  for  himself.  I  had  often  oc- 
casion to  observe,  the  Americans  have  no  idea  of  a 
private  chit-chat  betwixt  two  persons.  I  have  seve- 
ral times  fancied  myself  engaged  tete-a-tete,  when  on 
raising  ray  eyes,  I  have  found  a  little  circle  formed 
round  us,  fully  prepared  with  reply,  rejoinder,  or 
observation,  as  opportunity  might  occur :  let  me, 
however,  add  without  any  intention  of  rudeness  :  im- 
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pertinence  I  revcM-  inel  \\  iili,  lliougli  \\iey  have  some- 
limes  ralher  a  starlling  plaiiiiM^s  in  ihtir  manner  of 
convevinL^  llieir  senliinmls.  On  our  arrival  at  Pongli- 
keepsie,  a  plain  man  stej)pe4l  tVoin  the  crond  round 
the  inn-iloor,  and  ;ul(lr*e?sin;j;  hiinsLll"  lo  the  gentleman 
I  wasj  aocompan\  ing,  (who  had  been  appointed  to  the 
administration  of  Lower  Canada,)  wislied  him  joy  of 
bis  arrival,  congratulated  him  on  the  peace  between 
the  two  nations,  and  concluded  by  hoping  he  would 
not  follow  the  example  of  liis  predecessor;  a  kind 
of  schooling,  to  which  I  believe  their  own  rulers  are 
no  strangers.  In  fact,  the  art  of  government,  lliat 
tremendous  state  engine,  is  no  mystery  here  ;  both 
men  and  measures  are  canvassed  with  equal  freedom  ; 
and,  sitting  aside  the  bias  of  party  feeling,  with  a  de- 
gree of  good  sense  and  information,  most  probably 
unique  in  the  mass  of  any  nation  on  earth.  The  late 
war  was  spoken  of  with  etpial  detestation  by  all  par- 
lies ;  and  so  far  did  they  seem  from  assun)ing  any 
credit  for  engaging  in  it,  that  each  party  most  studi- 
ously shifted  the  odium  to  the  other.  I  could  per- 
ceive none  of  that  rancour  against  the  English,  which 
some  Englishman  seem  so  anxious  to  discover.*  In- 
dividually I  met  with  all  ci\ility  from  all  parties;  1 
observe,  indeetl,  among  some  of  ihe  sjjop-keepers  of 
New  York,  an  indifference  towards  their  customers, 
more  resendjjing  the  iistlessness  of  the  Porfuguese, 
than  the  polite  alacrity  of  a  London  tradesman  ;  but  I 
have  no  reason  to  think  we  came  in  for  a  greater  share 
of  it  from  being  Englishmen:  the  want  of  competition 
•produces  the  same  efl'ect,  both  on  the  tradesman  and 
inn-keeper,  to  whom  it  gives  an  air  of  independence, 
very  commonly  attributed  to  much  profounder  causes. 

*  It  is  a  curious  circiiinstance  that,  while  we  nccuse  them  of 
favouring  the  Frrorh.  Krciuh  writers  invarial)|y  atUu  k  llirm 
tor  their  rooted,  ami,  as  tliey  <leenj  it,  blind  partiality  to  tlit 
English.     Vide  Voiney,  Beaujour,  &c. 
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The  inn-keepers  of  America,  are,  in  most  villa- 
ges, what  we  vulgarly  call,  "  topping  men,"  field 
officers  of  militia,  with  good  farms  attached  to  their 
taverns,  so  that  they  are  apt  to  think,  what,  perhaps 
in  a  newly  settled  country,  is*  not  very  wide  of  the 
truth,  that  travellers  rather  receive,  than  confer  a 
favour  by  being  accommodated  at  their  houses.  They 
always  gave  us  plentiful  fare,  particularly  at  break- 
fast, where  veal-cutlets,  sweetmeats,  cheese,  eggs, 
and  ham,  were  most  liberally  set  before  us.  Dinner 
is  little  more  than  a  repetition  of  breakfast,  with 
spirits  instead  of  coffee.  1  never  heard  wine  called 
for;  the  common  drink  is  a  small  cyder;  rum, 
whiskey,  and  brandy,  are  placed  on  the  table,  and 
the  use  of  them  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  compa- 
ny, who  seem  rarely  to  abuse  their  privilege.  Tea  is 
a  meal  of  the  same  solid  construction  with  breakfast, 
answering  also  for  supper.  The  daughters  of  the 
host  officiate  at  tea  and  breakfast,  and  generally 
wait  at  dinner.  Their  behaviour  is  reserved  in  the 
extreme,  but  it  enables  them  to  serve  as  domes- 
ticks,  without  losing  their  rank  of  equality  with  those 
on  whom  they  attend.  To  judge  from  the  books  I 
frequently  found  lying  about,  they  are  well  educat- 
ed ;  the  landlord  of  an  inn  at  Waterford  was  very 
particular  in  inquiring  of  a  gentleman  who  was  with 
me,  for  the  most  accomplished  gchoolmistress  of 
New  York,  with  whom  to  place  his  daughter  ;  the 
same  man,  after  shrewdly  commenting  on  the  con- 
duct of  some  of  the  first  political  characters  of  the 
country,  summed  up  his  eulogium  on  his  favourite, 
by  saying,  "  I  make  no  objection  to  his  lying  and 
intrigues,  for  all  politicians  will  do  the  same."  I 
cannot  pretend  to  say  how  far  this  is  practically 
true  in  America,  but  1  have  reason  to  think  the  sen- 
timent at  least  too  general.  The  spirit  of  specula- 
tion, in  all  professions  of  life,  seems  to  go  far  to- 
wards weakening  the  finer  feelings  of  political  ho- 
nour   and    integrity.       The  indolent  habits  of   the 


tllARACTEK    OF    THK    AMERICANS.  39 

Spaniard  are  thought  to  be  Idvourable  to  the  fidelity 
and  honour  ohservable  in  all  liis  transactions  ;  the 
commercial  activity  of  tlie  Chinese  degeneialess  into 
knavish  trickery.  It  is  for  the  Americans  to  con- 
sider, to  which  extreme  they  are  verging,  and  to  re- 
member above  all,  that  the  vital  spirit  of  republi- 
canism is  virlne— but  this  is  going  deeper  than  I 
have  any  pretension  to  do  at  present  ;  I  have  seen 
but  a  lillle  portion  of  the  mere  surface. 

An  English  traveller  is  frequently  surprised  to 
find  the  highest  magistrates  and  officers  of  the  na- 
tion travelling  by  The  same  conveyances,  silting 
down  at  the  same  table,  and  joining  in  cowversation 
with  the  meanest  of  the  people  ;  borrowing  from  his 
own  prejudices  of  rank,  he  is  apt  to  fancy  all  the 
great  world  amusing  themselves  in  masqnrrade.  I 
entered,  casually,  into  convcriation,  on  board  the 
steam-boat,  with  a  man  whose  appearance  seemed  to 
denote  something  betwixt  the  sliop-kecper  and  farm- 
er, though  his  conversation  marked  him  superior  to 
both,  ifle  was  the  high  sheriff  of  a  county.  1  re- 
member, among  other  observations,  his  remarks  on 
the  unhappy  condition  of  the  greater  part  of  emi- 
grants into  America,  particularly  the  poorer  Irish, 
who  are  induced  by  flattering  representations  to 
strain  every  effort  to  procure  a  passage  to  New 
York,  or  some  sea-port  town,  where  they  are  left  in 
total  ignorance,  both  of  the  country  most  fit  to  set- 
tle in,  and  of  the  means  of  getting  to  it,  until  their 
little  stock  is  either  wasted  by  delay,  or  plundered 
by  sharpers,  and  themselves  reduced  to  beggary,  or 
the  lowest  drudgery  of  society. =^  It  is  very  rare  to 
find  a  native  American  begging,  or  indeed  to  find  any 
condition  resembling  beggary  throughout  the  Stales, 
except  in  the  sea-port  towns,  in  which  these  neglect- 
ed wanderers  are  collected. 

*  I  have  heard  Americans  complain,  that  almost  all  their 
crimes  and  raisdemeanours  are  committed  by  persons  of  thi^ 
description. 
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To  enlightened  industry,  this  virgin  continent  of- 
fers  undiminished   resources  ;  nor  where  success   is 
in  prospect  will  the   American  turn  his  foot  aside, 
however  rugged  the  path  lo  it;  with  his  axe   on  his 
shoulder,  his  family  and  stock  in  a  light  waggon,  he 
plunges  into    forests,  which  have  never    heard    the 
woodman's  stroke,  clears  a   space  sufficient   for  his 
dwelling,  and  first  year's  consumption,  and  gradually 
converts  the  lonely  wilderness  into  a  flourishing  farm. 
This  almost  national  genius  has  been  ably  delineated 
by   Talleyrand,  Volney,    and   other  writers-   whose 
observations  all   concur  on  this  point  of  the   Ameri- 
can character.     A  humorous,  but   faithful  account  of 
the  American  vis  migratoria,  is  given  by  Knicker- 
bocker, 1.   c.    vii.     "  The  most    prominent  of  these 
habits   is  a  certain   rambling  propensity,  with  which, 
like  the   sons  of  Ishmael,  they   seem    to   have    been 
gifted  by  heaven,  and  which  continually  goads  them 
on,  to    shift    their  residence  from    place   to    place, 
so  that  a  Yankee   farmer  is   in    a    constant  state   of 
migration ;     tarrying    occasionally    here    and     there, 
clearing  lands  for  other    people   to  enjoy,    building 
houses  for  others  to  inhabit,  and   in   a  manner,  may 
be  considered  the  wandering  Arab  of  America.      His 
first  thought  on  coming  to  the   years  of  manhood,  is 
to  settle  himself  in  the  world,  which   means  nothing 
more  or    less,  than   to    begin   his  rambles  ;    to  this 
end,  he   takes  unto  himself  for  a  wife,  some  dashing 
country    heiress,    that    is  to   say,    a    buxom    rosy- 
cheeked  wench,  passing   rich  in  red    ribbands,  glass 
beads,  and  mock   tortoise-shell   combs,  with  a  white 
gown  and  Morocco  shoes,  for   Sunday,  and    deeply 
skilled  in  the  mystery  of  making   apple  sweetmeats, 
long-sauce,  and    pumpkin  pie.       Having   thus    pro- 
vided himself,    like    a    true    pedlar,    with    a    heavy 
knapsack,  wherewith  to  regale  his  shoulders  through 
the  journey  of  life,  he  literally  sets  out  on  the  pere- 
grination.      His  whole  family,    household  furniture 
and  farming  atensils  are  hoisted  into  a  covered  cart ; 
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his  own  and  his  wife's  wardrobe  packed  np  in  a 
firkin  ;  which  done,  he  shoulders  his  axe,  takes 
Blad'in  hanil,  whistles  '  Yankee  doodle.*  and  lrudi;es 
off  to  ihe  woods,  as  contident  ot"  the  proleclion  of 
Providence,  and  relying  as  cheerfnilv  npon  his  own 
resonrces,  as  did  ever  a  patriarch  of  vore,  wtien  he 
journeyed  into  a  strange  country  of  the  Gentiles. 
Havinor  buried  himself  in  the  wilderness,  he  buddi 
himself  a  loi;-hut,  cleais  away  «  corn-field  and  pota- 
toe  patch;  and  Providence  smiling  U[>on  his  labtMirs, 
is  soon  surrounded  by  a  snug  farm,  and  some  li;dt-a- 
score  of  flaxen  headed  urchins,  who  by  tlieir  size, 
seem  to  have  sprung  all  at  once  out  of  the  earth, 
like  a  <:rop  of  toad-stools." 

The  pale  of  civilized  life  widens  daily,  and  plain- 
ly in'imates  to  the  indignant  and  retiring  Indian, 
that  it  will  finally  know  no  limit  but  the  Pacifick. 
Cultivators  have  beg;nn  to  discover  the  superiority 
of  the  ?oil,  westward  ol"  the  Alleghany  Ridges:  the 
tide  of  efuigration  is  accordingly  tuined  to  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  Ohio.  Sixteen  thousand  waggons, 
I  was  told,  were  counted  last  year  passina  the  toll 
briilge  of  Cayuga.  Settlements  are  creeping  along 
the  Missouri,  anci  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  is  al- 
ready desi^iuafed  to  connect  the  Atsiatick  with  the 
European  corn/nerce  of  Ihe  Slates.  Such  is  the 
growth,  and  such  Ihe  projects  of  this  transatlantick 
republick,  great  in  extent  of  territory,  in  an  active 
and  well-inlorrned  population  ;  but  above  all,  in  a  free 
governfuent,  v^-hich  not  only  leaves  individual  talent 
unfettered,  but  rails  it  into  life  by  all  the  incite- 
meutd  of  ambition -most  grateful  to  the  iiuuiau  miud. 
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CANADA. 


March  19th,  Isle  aux  Noix, 

St  John's  .  12  miles. 

La  Frairie  .  .  18 

Moatreal  .  .  9 

Albany  to  Montreal  250 

The  direct  road  is  reckoned  at   171 
22d.    Berth  ier, 

Riviere  du  Loup. 
23d.    Trois  Rivieres  -  90 

St   Anne, 
24th.  Cap  Sante, 

St.  Augustine, 
25th.  Uuebec,  .  .  90  sleighs. 

180 

New  York  to  Albany,  168 

Albany  to  Montreal,  250 

590  miles. 

Total  expense  for  three  persons,  four  servants,  and  one 
waggon  load  of  baggage,  including  six  days'  living  at  New 
York,  755  dollars=lBb/.  15s. 


JN  othing  could  be  more  Siberian  than  tbe  aspect  of 
the  Can<4»,ian  frontier  :  a  narrow  road,  choaked  with 
snovv^  led  through  a  wood,  in  which,  patches  were 
oc»:a!5ionally  cleared,  on  either  side,  to  admit  the  con- 
Btriiclion  of  a  tew  log-huts,  roui'd  which  a  brood  of 
ragged  children,  a  starved  prg,  and  a  few  half-broken 
rusiick  implernents,  formed  an  accompaniment  more 
suited  to  an  Irish  landscape  than  to  the  thriving 
scenes  we  had  just  quitted.  The  Canadian  peasant 
is  still  the  same  unsophisticated  animal  whom  we  may 
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8uppo<«e  to  have  been  imported  by  Jacqiie?  Cartier. 
Tlie  sharp,  iinchanijeable  lineaments  of  ilje  French 
countenance,  set  off  »\iih  a  blue  or  red  niiihi-cap, 
over  wliirli  is  drawn  ilie  hood  of  a  2;rey  capote,  fash- 
ioned like  a  inonk*s  cowl,  a  red  uorsteil  <:irdle,  hair 
tied  in  a  21  easy  leathern  tpieiie,  brown  nioi  assms  of 
Undressed  hide,  and  a  short  pipe  in  liis  moulh,  L:ive 
undeniatde  testimony  of  the  presence  of  Jean  Bap- 
tiste.  His  horse  seems  to  have  been  equally  solici- 
tous to  shame  neither  his  progenitors  nor  his  owner, 
by  any  mixture  with  a  forei;j:ti  race,  but  exhibits  the 
same  relationship  to  the  horses,  as  his  rider  to  the 
subjects  of  Louis  XIII.  Now,  too,  the  frequent 
cross  by  (he  road  side,  thick-studded  with  all  the  im- 
plements of  crucifixional  torture,  bei^ins  to  inlicatc 
a  tdtholick  country  :  distorted  virgins  and  j^hastly 
saints  decorate  each  inn  room,  while  the  li^ht  spires 
of  the  parish  church,  covered  with  plates  of  tin,  glit- 
ter across  the  snowy  plain. 

At  Ija  Prairie  we  crossed  the  ice  to  IMontreal, 
whose  isolated  mountain  forms  a  conspicuous  object 
at  the  distance  of  some  leagues.  From  thente  to 
Quebec  the  road  follows  the  course  of  the  St.  Law- 
rence, whose  banks  present  a  succession  of  villages, 
many  of  them  delightt'ully  situated  ;  but  all  form  and 
feature  were  absorbed  in  the  snowy  deluge,  which 
now  deepened  every  leui^ue  ;  add  to  which,  the  sleigh 
track,  b>  frequently  running  on  tlie  bed  of  ihe  river, 
placed  us  below  prospect  of  every  kind.  VVe  foinid 
the  inns  neat,  and  the  people  attentive  ;  French  poli- 
tesse  began  to  be  contrasted  with  American  blunt- 
ness.  It  is  curious  to  observe  that  this  characteris- 
tick  of  the  Aiiericans,  which  so  frequently  olieiids 
the  polished  feelings  of  English  travellers,  is  exactly 
whit  was  formerly  ohjecied  by  the  French  to  our- 
selves. The  "  rudesse'*  of  the  English  chaia<  ter 
was  long  a  standing  jest  with  our  refined  neinhbours  ; 
but  we  have  now,  it  seems,  so  far  shaken  off  this  odi- 
ous remnafit  of  uncom  riy  habits,  as  fo  regard  it  with 
true  French  horrour  in  our  transallanlick  cousins. 
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It  was  Sunday  when  we  arrived  at  St.  Anne's ; 
mass  was  jusl  finished,  and  above  an  hundred  sleighs 
were  rapidly  dispersing  themselrcs  up  the  neighbour- 
ing heights,  and  across  the  bed  of  the  river,  to  the 
adjacent  villages.  The  common  country  sleigh  is  a 
clumsy,  box-shaped  machine,  raised  at  both  ends  ; 
perhaps  not  greaily  unlike  the  old  heroick  car.  It 
hold*  (wo  persons,  with  the  drivei,  who  stands  before 
them.  One  horse  is  commonly  sufficient,  but  two 
are  used  in  posting,  when  the  leader  is  attached  by 
cords,  lande.n-wise,  and  left  to  use  his  own  discretion, 
wit|]out  the  restriiint  of  rein,  or  iu)pulse  of  whip. 
Should,  however,  the  htter  stimulus  become  indispen- 
sable, the  driver  junjps  from  the  sleigh,  runs  forward, 
applies  his  pack-thread  lash,  and  regains  his  seat 
without  ann  hazard  from  extraordinary  increase  of  im- 
petus. The  runners  of  these  sleighs  are  formed  of 
two  slips  of  wood,  so  low  that  the  shafts  collect  the 
snovt-  into  a  succession  of  wavy  hillocks,  properly 
christened  '*  caliots,"  for  they  ahnost  dislocate  your 
limbs  five  thousand  finies  in  a  day's  journey.  An  at- 
tempt was  once  made  to  correct  this  evil,  by  prohi- 
biting all  low  runners,  as  they  are  called,  from  corn- 
ing within  a  certain  distance  of  Quebec  ;  meaning, 
thereby,  to  force  the  country  people  into  tlie  use  of 
high  runners,  in  ihe  American  fashion.  Jean  Bapliste, 
however,  sturdily  and  effectually  resisted  this  he- 
retical innovation,  by  halting  with  his  produce  with- 
out the  limits,  and  thus  compelling  the  towns-people 
to  con)e  to  him  to  make  their  purchases.  The  mar- 
kets both  of  Montreal  and  Quebec  exhibit  several 
hundred  market  sleighs  daily.  They  differ  from  the 
pleasure,  or  travelling  sleigh,  in  having  no  sides  ;  that 
is,  they  consist  merely  of  a  plank  bottom,  with  a  kind 
of  railing.  Hay  and  wood  seem  the  staple  commo- 
dities at  this  season,  both  of  which  are  immoderately 
dear,  especially  at  Quebec  ;  even  through  the  States, 
the  common  Charlie  lor  one  horse's  hay  for  a  night, 
was  a  dollar.     Provisions  are  brought  to  market  fro- 
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2cn,  in  which  stale  thej  are  preserved  durinjf  winfer; 
co<l  (i^h  is  brought  from  Boston,  a  land  can  ia^e  of 
500  miles,  and  then  sells  al  a  reaso/iable  rale,  the 
Auierit  an  commonly  specnlalinj;  on  a  cargo  of  s;nng- 
gltMl  uoods  back,  to  n)ake  up  his  piohi;  a  kind  of 
trade  extremely  bridk  belwixl  the  frontier  and  Mon- 
treal. 

As  we  approached  Quebec,  snow  lay  to  (he  depth 
of  six  feet  ;  IVomi  the  heights  of  Abrarn,  the  eye  rest- 
ed upon  what  seemed  an  immense  lake  of  milk  ;  all 
smaller  irregularities  of  ground,  fences,  boundaries, 
and  copse  woods,  had'  disappeared  ;  tJie  tops  of  vil- 
lages and  scattered  farm  houses,  with  here  and  ttiere 
dark  lines  ol  pine-wood,  and  occasionally  the  mast  of 
some  ice-locked  scho,)uer,  marking  the  bed  of  the 
Charles  river,  were  the  only  objects  [)eering  above 
it.  A  ranjre  of  mountains,  sweeping  round  from 
We^t  to  North,  until  it  meets  the  St.  Lowrence, 
bounds  the  I  o  izon  ;  no  herald  of  S(}iing  had  yet 
approached  this  dreary  outpost  of  civilization;  we 
had  «)bserved  a  few  blue  thrushes  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Albany,  but  none  had  yet  reached  Canada  ; 
two  only  ot  the  feathered  tribe  brave  the  winter  of 
this  inclement  re<;ion  ;  the  cosmopolite  ciow,  and  the 
snow  bird,*  a  siriall  white  bird,  reported  to  feed  upon 
snow,  because  it  is  not  vtiy  clear  wiiat  else  it  can 
find. 

It  would  be  acting  unfairly  to  Quebec,  to  describe 
it  as  I  found  it  on  my  arrival,  choaked  with  ice  and 
snow,  which  one  day  flooiled  the  streets  with  a  profu- 
sion of  dirty  kennels,  a.iu  the  next,  cased  them  with 
a  sheet  of  glass.  Cloth  or  carpel  boots  ;  galashes, 
with  spikes  to  their  heels,  iron  pointed  walking-slicks, 
are  the  defensive  weapons  perpetually  in  employ  on 
these  occasions.  The  direction  of  the  streets  too, 
which  are  most  of  thern  built  up  a  precipi(  e,  £jreatly 
facilitates  any  inclination  one  may  entertain  for  tum- 
bling, or  neck-breaking. 

*  Emberiza  fayemalis. 
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CHAPTER  X. 

THE  FALLS  OF  MONTMORENCL 

The  falls  of  Montraorenci  are  formed  by  a  little 
river  of  that  name,  near  its  jiint  tion  wilh  the  St. 
L  iwrence,  about  five  miles  north  of  Quebec.  They 
have  a  peculiar  interest  in  winler,  fro/n  the  immense 
cone  of  ice,  formed  at  their  foot,  which  was  unim- 
paired when  I  visited  them,  in  the  second  week  of 
April.  After  winding  up  a  short  but  steep  accent, 
the  road  crosses  a  wooden  bridge,  beneath  which  the 
Moiitmorenci  rushes  betwixt  its  dark  grey  rocks,  and 
precipitates  itself  in  a  broken  torrent  down  a  wooded 
glen  on  the  right ;  it  is  not  until  you  have  wound 
round  the  edge  of  this  glen,  which  is  done  by  quit- 
ting the  road  at  the  bridge-foot,  that  you  obtain  a 
view  of  the  falls  ;  nor  was  their  effect  lessened  by 
this  approach  ;  a  partial  thaw,  succeedeil  by  a  frost, 
had  spread  a  silvery  brightness  over  the  waste  of 
snow.  Every  twig  and  branch  of  the  surrounding 
pine-trees,  every  waving  shrub  and  briar  was  encased 
in  chryslal,  and  glittering  to  the  sun  beams,  like  the 
diamond  forest  of  some  northern  e!f-lind.  You  are 
now  on  the  ed^e  of  a  precipice,  to  which  the  fall  it- 
self, a  perpendicular  of  '2*20  teet,  seems  diminutive  ; 
it  is  not  until  you  descend  and  approach  its  foot, 
that  the  whole  majesty  of  the  scene  becomes  appa- 
rent ;  the  breadth  of  the  torrent  is  about  fifty  feet. 
The  waters,  from  their  prodigious  descent,  seem 
snowy-white  with  foam,  and  enveloped  in  a  light  dra- 
pery of  ^luzy  mist.  The  cone  appears  about  100 
feet  in  height ;  mathematically  regular  in  shape,  with 
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its  base  extending  nearly  all  across  the  stream  :  its 
sides  are  not  so  steep  but  that  ladies  have  ascended 
to  the  top  of  it  ;  the  interiour  is  hollow.  1  regret  to 
add,  that  a  niill  is  constructing  on  ihis  river,  which 
will,  by  diverting  the  sh-eam,  destroy  this  imperial 
sport  of  nature  ;  or  at  least  reduce  it  to  the  degrada- 
tion of  suhiiiiftifig  to  be  played  otf  at  the  miller's  dis- 
cretion, like  a  Versailles  fountain. 
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CHAPTER  XL 

QUEBEC   AND  ITS  NEIGHBOURHOOD. 


Towards  the  end  of  April,  the  town's  people  begin, 
accoifling  lo  a  law  of  the  Province,  lo  break  up  ihe 
ice  and  snow  from  before  their  doors  ;  and  by  the  first 
week  in  May,  the  streets  are  tolerably  cleared.  The 
intermediate  state,  as  may  be  supposed,  is  a  perlect 
chaos,  through  which  the  stumbling  pedestrian,  like 
the  arch-fiend  of  old, 

"  pursues  his  way, 
"  And  swims,  or  sinks,  or  wades,  or  creeps." 

Meanwhile  the  landscape  begins  to  exchange  its 
snowy  mande  for  a  russet  brown.  A  few  wild  fowl 
and  woodcocks,  wifh  some  small  birds,  cautiously 
make  their  appearance  ;  (he  sheltered  bottoms  of  the 
pine  woods  throw  out  tfie  earliest  flowers  ;  the  St. 
Lawrence  and  Charles  rivers  become  gradually  dis- 
burthened  of  ice,  and  enlivened  by  the  gliding  sail  ; 
still,  however,  the  foof  of  S^>rin2;  seems  lingering  ; 
the  mists,  exhaled  by  the  warmih  of  the  sun,  frequent- 
ly encounter  the  keen  north-west,  and  are  again  pre- 
cipitated in  heavy  snow-showers  ;  snow  still  blocks 
up  the  roads,  and  fills  the  dells  and  ditches,  sheltered 
,fro(n  the  influence  of  the  sun  ;  thus  preserving  the 
gloomy  aspect  of  winter,  through  the  month  of  May. 
The  town,  or  rather  city,  of  Quebec,  is  built  on 
the  northern  extremity  of  a  narrow  strip  of  high  land, 
which  follows  the  course  of  the  Sf.  Lawrence  for  se- 
veral miles,  to  its  confluence  with  the  Charles.  The 
liasis  of  this  height  is  a  dark  slate-rock,  of  which  most 
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of  the  buildings  In  llie  fown  are  conslructed.  Ca|)e 
Dta(nond  terniinutes  the  pronionfoi y^willi  a  bold  pre- 
cipice towards  the  Sf.  Lawreme,  to  which,  it  is  near- 
ly perpendicular,  at  the  iieij^ht  of  3J0  feet.  It  de- 
rives its  name  from  the  chrystals  of  quartz  found  in 
it,  which  are  so  abundant,  that  after  a  shower  ihe 
ground  'flitters  with  them.  Tlie  lower  town  is  built 
round  the  fool  of  these  heia;hls,  without  the  fortilica- 
tions,  wJiich,  with  the  upper  town,  occupy  their 
crest,  in  bleak  pre-eminence;  tlie  former,  snui^  and 
dirty,  is  the  abode  of  thriving;  commerce,  and  of  most 
of  the  lower  classes  employed  about  the  navy.  The 
latter,  cold  and  lofty,  is  the  seat  of  Government,  and 
principal  residence  of  the  military  ;  and  claims,  in 
conse(pience,  that  kind  of  superiority  which  some 
beads  have  been  said  to  assert  over  the  ins^lorious 
belly  :  to  speak  the  truth,  neither  has  much  to  boast 
on  the  score,  either  of  beauty,  or  convenience. 

Amon^  the  principal  buildings,  the  Government 
house,  or  Castle  of  St.  Louis,  may  take  precedence, 
being  a  thin  blue  building,  which  seems  quivering, 
like  a  theatrical  side  scene,  on  the  verge  of  the  pre- 
cipice, towards  the  St.  Lawrence  :  its  front  resembles 
that  of  a  respectable  gentleman's  house  in  England: 
the  interior  contains  comfortable  family  apartments. 
For  occasions  of  piiblick  festivity  there  is  another 
building  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  court-yard,  much 
resemblinof  a  decayed  gaol.  The  furniture  is  inherit- 
ed, and  paid  for,  by  each  successive  governour. 
Tlie  gran«l  entrance  to  the  Chateau  is  flanked  on  one 
side  by  this  2;riin  mouldering  pile,  and  on  the  other 
by  the  stables,  with  their  appropriate  dung-hills. 
There  is  a  small  garden  on  the  bank  of  the  river, 
commandino:,  as  does  the  Chateau  itself,  an  interesting 
view  of  the  opposite  shores  of  the  St.  Lawrence. 
These  rise  boldly  precipitous,  clothed  with  pine  and 
cedar  groves,  and  studded  with  white  villages,  and 
detached  farms;  beyond  which  the  eye  reposes  on 
successive  chains  of  wooded  mountains,  fading  blue 
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in  (he  distant  horizon  ;  meanwhile,  the  river  below  Is 
spreadin;;  bro.idiy  towards  the  north,  until  it  meets 
and  divides  round  the  Isle  oi"  Orleans. 

In  front  of  the  Chateau  is  an  open  space  of  ground, 
with  great  capabdities  of  being  converted  into  a 
handsoaie  square  ;  but  at  this  season,  a  formidable 
barrier  of  bo^-land,  inlersected  with  rivulets  of  snow- 
water, is  all  that  it  presents  to  the  bewildered  pedes- 
trian, who  endeavours  vaiidy  to  steer  for  the  castle 
gate.  On  one  side  of  it  stands  the  Protesiant  cathe- 
dral church,  an  unfinished  building,  much  more  than 
large  enough  for  the  conii;rea;ation  usually  assembled 
in  it.  In  style  and  arrangement  it  resembles  a  Lou- 
don parochial  church,  and  has  nothing  about  it  re- 
proachable  with  eartidy  beauty.  There  is  a  good 
organ,  but  mute  for  want  of  an  organist  ;  and  as  there 
is  no  choir,  the  heavy  flalness  of  the  service  amply 
secures  the  English  church  from  all  danger  of  being 
crowded  with  the  overflowings  of  its  neighbour,  the 
Catholick  cathedral,  in  which  are  still  displayed,  with 
no  inconsiderable  degree  of  splendour,  the  enticing 
ceremonies  of  the  Romish  worship.  I  was  present  at 
the  service  on  Easter  Sunday  :  a  train  of  not  less 
than  fit^ty  stoled  priests  and  choristers  surrounded  the 
tapered  altar  :  the  bishop  offi9iated  in  plenis  pontifi- 
calibiis^  nor  lacked  the  mitre  '*  precious  and  auro- 
phrygiate,"  while  the  pealing. organ,  incense  rolling 
from  silver  censers,  and  kneeling  crowds,  thronging 
the  triple  aisles,  presented  a  spectacle,  on  wliich  few 
are  rigid  enough,  either  in  belief  or  unbelief,  to  look 
with  absolute  indifference.  A  lofty  pile  of  ginger- 
bread cakes,  ornamented  with  tinsel,  was  carried  to 
the  bishop  to  receive  his  blessing,  and  a  sprinkling  of 
holy  water,  after  which  they  were  distributed  among 
the  people,  who  received  them  with  most  devout  ea- 
gerness. These  cakes  I  understood  to  be  the  pious 
offering  of  sofne  devotee,  more  rich  than  wise,  who 
certainly  adopted  a  somewhat  ludicrous   expedient 
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•*  To  bribe  the  rage  of  ill-requited  Heaven," 

with  gingerbreatl. 

In  Cd.holick  countries  there  are  few  piiblick  biiilti- 
in^^,  eilher  for  use  or  ornament,  but  are  in  some  way 
connecteii  with  relij^ion,  ami  most  tVcfjnenlly  with 
charily.  There  are  several  charitable  Calholirk  in- 
siiiiitio.is  in  Q,ijcbe<;  :  the  principal  of  tiiese  is  the 
"  II')tel  Dien,"  founded  in  liiiiT,  by  the  Duchess 
D'Aii^uillon,  (sister  to  Cardinal  Richelieu,)  for  the 
pool  sick.  The  establishment  consists  of  a  superiour 
and  thirty-six  nuns.  Tlie  "  General  Hospital"  is  a 
similar  instituli«)n,  consisting  of  a  superiour  and  forty- 
three  nuns,  founded  by  St.  Vallier,  bishop  of  Que- 
bec,  in  I69;j,  for  "  Poor  Sick  and  Mendicants."  It 
staiuls  about  a  mile  from  the  town,  in  a  pleasant  mea- 
dow watered  by  the  Charles.  The  stj'le  of  building 
is  simple,  and  well  suited  to  the  purposes  of  the  es- 
tablishment, consistinz  only  of  "  such  plain  roofs  as 
pietv  could  raise."  The  present  superiour  is  a  lady 
of  Irish  extraction,  her  age  ap[)arently  bordering;  on 
thirty.  In  this  convefllual  seclusion,  (devoted  to 
what  mii^ht  well  seem  to  the  mind  of  a  delicate  fe- 
male, the  nu3st  disgusting;  duties  of  humanity,)  she 
exhibits  that  easy  elegance,  and  sot'tened  cheerfulness 
of  manner,  so  often  affected,  and  rarely  attained  by 
the  many  votaries,  who  dress  fheir  looks  and  carriage 
in  *'  the  glass  of  fashion."  She  conducted  us,  with 
the  ijreatesf  politeiiess,  through  every  part  of  the 
building,  which,  as  well  as  the  "  Hotel  Dieu,"  in 
point  of  orfler,  neatness,  and  arrangement,  seems  sin- 
gularly adapted  to  the  comfort  and  recovery  of  the 
imfortunate  beings,  to  whose  reception  they  are  con- 
secrated. Their  funds  I  understood  to  be  small,  and 
managed  with  strict  economy.  They  receive  a  small 
su(n  annually  from  Government*  in  addition  to  the 
revenue  arising  frotn  their  domain-lands.     There  is 

*  In  consideration  of  which,  goidiers  are  received  as  patients. 
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no  distinction  in  the  admission  of  Calholick  or  Pro- 
testant :   the  hand  of  charity  has  spread  a   couch  for 
each  in  his   infirmities.     Both   houses  have   a  small 
pharmacopoeia  in  charge  of  a  sister  instructed  in  me- 
dicine.    The  several  duties  of  tending  the  sick  by 
night,  cooking,  &c.  are  distributed  by  rotation.     Em- 
ployment is  thus  equally  secured  to  all,  and  the  first 
evil  of  cankering  thought  effectually  prevented.    Good 
humour  and  contented  cheerfulness   seem   to  be   no 
stran2;ers    to    these    "  veiled    votaries  ;    seem  !    nay, 
perhaps  are  ;  for  without  ascribing  any  miraculous  ef- 
fect to   the  devotion  of  a  cloister,  it  is  no  unreasona- 
ble supposition,  that  in  an  establishment  of  this  kind, 
the  duties  and  occupations  of  which  prevent  seclu- 
sion  from   stagnating   into   apathy,  or  thought   from 
fretting  itself  into   peevishness,  a  greater  degree  of 
tranquillity,  (and  this  is  happiness,)  may  possibly  be 
obtained,  than  commonly  falls  to  the  lot  of  those  who 
drudge  through  the  ordinary  callings,  or  weary  them- 
selves with  the  common  enjoyments  of  society.    Grave 
men  have  doubted  whether  the  purposes  of  these  in- 
stitutions might  not  be  better  answered  by  our  com- 
mon hospital  establishments,  and  have  even  indulged 
themselves  in  a  sneer,  at  the  idea  of  young  men  being 
attended  in  sickness  by  nuns  !    On  the  question  ge- 
nerally, it  may  be  observed,  that  few  (who  have  any 
knowledge  of  the  system  of  common  hospitals)  can  be 
at  a  loss  to  appreciate  the  difference  betwixt  the  ten- 
der solicitude  with  which  charily  smooths,  for  con- 
science sake,  the  bed  of  suffering,  and  the  heartless, 
grudging  attendance  which  hospital  nurses  inflict  upon 
their  victims.     If  the  action  of  the  mind  produce  a 
sensible  effect  on  the  frame,  particularly  in  sickness, 
this  is  no  immaterial  circumstance,  in  a  medical  point 
of  view.     Even  when  the  hour  of  human  aid  is  past, 
it  is,  perhaps,  still  something,  that  the  last  earthly  ob- 
ject should  be  a  face  of  sympathy,  and  the  last  duties 
of  humanity  be  paid   with  a  semblance  of  affection. 
For  those  who  dedicate  themselves  to  this  ministry, 
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some  apology  may  be  iirg;ecl  to  such  as  admit  motive 
as,  at  least  an  extenuating  circumstance  in  the  consi- 
deration of  eriour.  The  moral  criticks,  perhaps, 
who  are  foremost  to  condemn  their  practice  as  super- 
stitious, revolt  less  from  the  supposition,  than  from 
the  self-sacrifice  it  requires.  Let  tiie  lash  of  satire 
fall  mercilesly  on  mere  bigots,  wherever  they  are 
found  ;  but  against  the  spirit,  which,  abjuring  the 
pleasures,  devotes  itself  to  tlie  most  painful  duties  of 
life,  what  argument  can  be  directed,  which  may  not 
be  left  for  its  refutation  lo  the  prayers  and  blessings 
of  the  poor?  The  most  objectionable  part  of  the  in- 
stitution seems  to  be  the  committing  of  insane  per- 
sons, of  both  sexes,  to  the  charge  of  females  :  the  an- 
swer is,  that  there  is  no  other  asylum  tor  them  ;  the 
blame  therefore  attaches  to  the  police  of  the  coun- 
try ;  for  it  is  evident,  that  women  are  very  inadequate 
to  the  charge  of  such  patients  as  require  coercive 
treatment,  particularly  men.* 

The  Ursuline  Convent,  founded  by  Madame  de 
la  Peltrie,  in  1039,  for  the  education  of  female  chil- 
dren, stands  within  the  city.  It  has,  both  in  its  inte- 
rior decoration,  and  the  dress  of  its  inhabitants,  a 
greater  appearance  of  wealth  than  the  *'  General 
Hospital,"  and  "  Hotel  Dieu."  Among  the  orna- 
ments of  the  chapel,  we  were  particularly  directed  to  . 
the  skull  and  bones  of  a  missionary  who  had  been  % 
murdered  by  the  savages,  for  attempting  their  con- 
version :  it  is  perhaps  doubtful,  considering  the  gene- 
ral indifference  of  the  Indians  on  matters  of  religious 
controversy,  whether  this  was  the  real  and  sole  of- 
fence by  \v!)i' }i  he  won  the  crown  of  martyrdom. 
These  nuns  have  generally  about  "200  little  girls  un- 
der their  care,  but  I  was  sorry  to  observe  their  edu- 
cation bought  with  their  health  ;  not  one  of  them  but 
had  a  pallid  sickly  appearance,  arising  probably  from 

*  Wc  saw  one  patient,  who  would  neyer  suffer  himself  to  be 
cloathed. 
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much  continefnenf,  during  a  long  winter,  in  an  atmos- 
phere highly  heated  with  stoves,  joined  to  the  salt, 
unvvholesoaie  diet,  generally  used  by  the  Canadians. 
I  oiighl  no(  to  o.nit,  for  the  honour  of  these  ladies' 
charily,  that  th^iy  iieep  a  town  bull. 

The   se.ninary   is    a    collegiate    institution,    for   the 
gratuiioijs  instruction  of  the   Catholic  youlh  of  Can- 
ada.    Tiie  nuaiber  of  scholars  is  commonly  about  200. 
The  e'<penses  of  professors,    teaching,    &c.    are   de- 
frayed by  the  revenue  arising  from  the  Seignioral  do- 
mains, belonging  to  the  establishment.     The  course 
of  studies  here  qualities   for  ordination.      There  is  a 
'small    miseum,    or    "cabinet    de    physique,"    which 
seems  in  a   growing  condition;   it   contains,    besides 
natural    curiosities,    electrical    apparatus,    telescopes 
and  other   instruments   of   science.     The   library   is 
somewhat  too  theological  ;    there   is    a   small    hell    at- 
tached to  it,  in  which  I  perceived  our  com/non  Pray- 
er Books,  Testaments,  ike.  in   company   with   many 
divines,  as  well  Catholic  as  Protestant,  Bayle,  and  a 
few  travellers  and  philosophers,  but  the  greater  part 
theologii^ns.     The  old  palace,  besides  the  chambers 
for  the  council,  and  House  of  Assembly,   contains   a 
good  publi<'k  library  ;  the  nature  of  the  collection,  may 
be  defined  generally,  as    the   reverse  of  that   of  the 
seminary  library.     There  is  a  good  assortment  of  his- 
torical woiJis,  of  a  standard  quality,  and  of  travels  ; 
but  no  chssicks,  probably  because  none  of  the  inhabi- 
tants affect  to  read  them.     A  library  is  also  on  the 
eve  of  being  established,  by  the  officers    of  the   staff 
and  garrison;    but  the  society  of  Quebec  is  generally 
00  too  li.nited  a  scale,  and  too  exclusively  military 
or  coiu  nercial,   to  foster   any  considerable  spirit   of 
literature  or  science.      An  attempt   was    made  during 
Sir  G.  Prevost's  administration,  to  establish  a  society 
on  the  plan  of  the  Royal  Institution,  but  it  fell  to  the 
ground,  for  want  of  a  sufficiency  of  efficient  members, 
eleven  being  the  supposed  necessary  quantum  to  be- 
gin with ;   nor   is  this  seeming  scarcity  surprising, 


'm 
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when  we  consider,  that  the  short  Canadian  summer 
is  appropriated  to  business,  and  that  during  the  te- 
dious winter,  the  men  are  never  tired  of  dinners,  nor 
the  ladies  of  dancing. 

There  are  some  peculiar  and  interesting  features  in 
the  neighbourhooil  of  Quebec.  Tlie  lofiy  hanks  of  I  he 
St.  Lawrence,  from  Cape  Diamond  to  Cape  Kouge,are 
composed  of  c!a^ -slate,  ^enerallj'  of  a  daik  colour, 
•someliines  of  a  dull  red,  whence  the  name  of  "  Cap 
Rou;j;e.*'  The  bed  of  the  river  is  of  the  same  crum- 
bling stone  ;  and  being  triturated  by  time  and  the 
elements,  gives  its  sands  a  dose  resemblance,  both 
in  colour  and  consistency,  to  smitlj's  filings.  Bare 
however,  as  they  are  of  soil,  these  perpendicular 
cbtls  are  every  where  cloathed  with  a  luxuriant  ver- 
dure of  shrubs  and  trees,  whose  roots,  wreathing 
themselves  round  barren  rocks,  seem  to  woo  trom 
the  charity  of  the  heavens,  the  nutriment  denied 
them  by  a  niggard  parent. 

About  two  miles  above  Quebec,  a  break  in  the 
magnificent  line  of  cliffs  forms  the  little  recess,  called 
Woite's  Cove  ;  a  steep  path- way  leads  up  the  heights 
to  the  plains  of  Abram  ;  traces  of  field-works  are 
still  visible  on  the  turf,  and  the  slone  is  pointed  out 
on  which  the  hero  expired.  The  i  ove  is  at  piesent 
appropriated  to  the  reception  of  lumber,  w  hich  comes 
down  the  river  from  the  States  and  Upper  Province, 
in  rafts,  which  frequently  cover  the  surface  of  half 
an  acre  ;  when  tlie  wind  is  favourable,  they  spread 
10  or  12  square  sails,  at  other  times  they  are  poled 
down  ;  the  men,  who  navigate  them,  build  sn:all 
wooden  houses  on  them,  and  thus,  transported  with 
their  families,  poultry,  and  frequently  cattle,  from  a 
complete  floating  village.  A  great  proportion  of  the 
timber  is  brought  from  lake  Champlain,  anti  the  trade 
is  almost  wholly  in  the  hands  of  the  Americans. 

A  second  crescent-like  recess,  about  a  mile  from 
Wolfe's  Cove,  conceals  the  little  village  of  Sillori. 
Nothin2;  can  be  more  romantic  than  the  seclusion  of 
this  charming  spot.     The  river  road  to  it  turns  round 
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the  foot  of  gigantic  clifTs,  which  seem  interposed  be- 
twixt it  anci  the  world's  turmoil.     The  heights  which 
encircle  it  are  deeplj   wooded   to  their  sumdiiis,   and 
retire  sufficiently  fiom  the  river  to  leave  a  pleasant 
meadow  and  hop-ground  round  the  village,  consisting 
of  about  half-a-dozen  neat  white  houses,  One  of  which 
is  an  inn.      On  the  river's  ed;£e  stands  the  ruin  of  an 
old  religious  house,  built  by  French  missionaries,  for 
the  purpose  of  preaching   to   the   Huron   tribes,   who 
then  inhabited    this   neighbourhood.     There  is   now 
no  trace   of  these  missionaries,  or  of  their   labours, 
except  in  the  little  village  of  Loretto,  which  contains 
the  only  surviving  relicks  of  the  once  powerful  Huron 
nation^  :   so  efficaciously  have  disease  and  gunpow- 
der   seconded    the    converting    zeal    of    Europeans. 
Besides  the  road  which   winds   under   the   cliffs,   Sii- 
lori  has  two  leading  to  Quebec  through  the  woods. 
These  woods  cover  the  greater  part  of  the   country, 
betwixt  the  St.  Foi  road,  and  the  river,  offering  all 
the  luxury  of  shade  and  sylvan  loveliness  to  the  few 
disposed  to  accept  it.     I  say,  the  few,  for  the  fash- 
ionables of  Quebec  commonly  prefer  making  a  kind 
of  Rotten  Row  of  the  Plains  of  Abram,  round   which 
they  parade  with  the  periodical  uniformity   of  blind 
horses  in  a  mill. 

Lake  Charles  is  generally  talked  of  as  one  of  the 
pleasantest  spot*  round  Quebec,  and  instances  have 
been  known  of  parties  of  pleasure  reaching  it.  It  is 
about  three  miles  in  length;  and  perhaps  one  at  its 
greatest  breadth.  Towards  the  middle  of  it,  two 
rocky  points  shoot  out  so  as  to  form,  properly  speak- 
ing, two  lakes,  connected  by  a  narrow  channel.  A 
scattered  hamlet,  taking  its  name  from  the  lake,  is 
seen  with  its  meadows -and  tufted  orchards  along  the 
right  bank  of  the  outward  basin.  Wooded  heights 
rise  on  the  opposite  shore,  and  surround  the  whole 
of  the  interior  lake,  descending  every  where  to  the 
water's  edge,  the  whole  forming  a  scene  of  lovely 
loneliness,  scarcely  intruded  on  by  the  canoe  of  the 

*  About  forty  heads  of  families. 
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siicnt  ana;ler.  There  is  inoro  in  (he  whole  larnlscape 
to  feel,  ihan  to  talk  aboiif,  so  UkU  it  is  litllc  woiuler- 
fiil  that  ail  excursion  to  Lake  Charles  should  be  more 
frequently  laikeiJ  about,  than  n)ade. 

The  Huron  viilai;e  ol'  Loretto  slanils  on   the  left 
bank  of  the  Charles  about  tour  miles  below  the  Lake, 
(eight    from   Quebec.)     Tiie   river,  immediately    on 
passing  the  bridge,  below   the  village,  rushes   down 
its  broken  bed    of  granite,   witli    a   descent   of  al)out 
seventy  ieet,  and  buries  itself  in  the  windings  of  the 
deeply-shadowed  glen  below.      A   part  of  the  fall  is 
diverted  to  turn  a  mill,  which  seems  fearfully  suspen- 
ded above  the  foaming  torrent.     The   village  covers 
a  plot  of  ground  very  much  in  the  manner  of  an  En- 
glish barrack,  and  altogether  the  reverse  of  the  strag- 
gling Canadian  method  ;     it   is,    in   fact,  the    method 
of    their    ancestors.      I   found    the    cliildren    amusing 
themselves  with  little  bows  and  arrows.      The  houses 
had    generally   an   air   of  poverty  and    slovenliness  : 
that,  however,  of  their  principal  chief,  whom  I   visit- 
ed, was  neat  and  comfortable.      One  ol  their  old  men 
gave  rae  a  long  account  of  the   nianner  in  which   the 
Jesuits  had  contrived  to  trick  them  out  of  their  seig- 
nioral  rights,  and  possession  of  the  grant  of  land  made 
theoi  by  the  king  of  France,  which  consisted,  oricrin- 
ally,  of  four  leagues,  by  one  in  breadth,  from   Sillori, 
north.     Two  leagues  of  this,  which  were  taken  from 
them  by   the  French   government,  upon   promise  of 
an  equivalent,  they  give  up,  he  said,  as  lost  ;   but  as 
the  property  of  the  Jesuits  is  at  present  in  the  hands 
of   commissioners    appointed    by     our     Government, 
they    were    in    liopes   of  recovering   the   remainder, 
which  it  never  could  be  provpd   that  tlteir  ancestors 
either    gave,    sold,    lent,    or    in    any    way   alienated. 
Although  the  oldest  among  them   retains  no  remem- 
brance of  the  wandering  life  of  their  ancestors,    it  is 
still  the  life  they  covet;  "for,"  said  a  yourig  FTuron, 
"  on    s'enniiie  dans  le   village^   it    on    nc     s\nnnie 
jaindis  dans  les  /;ois." 
8 
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Opposite  to  Quebec  is  Point  Levi,  a  command- 
ing eminence  on  the  right  bank  of  St.  Lawrence, 
whose  breadth  here  is  little  above  a  mile.  A  party 
of  Michmac  Indians  were  encamped  on  the  shore. 
They  were  the  6rst  Indians  I  had  seen,  in  any 
thing  like  their  original  condition  of  life,  and  are  al- 
most the  only  ones  to  be  seen  about  Quebec.  Their 
encampment  consisted  of  four  tents,  raised  with  pine 
poles,  and  covered  with  the  bark  of  the  white  birch, 
which  is  used  generally  for  this  purpose,  and  for 
canoes,  by  all  the  tribes  of  the  continent.  Two 
women  were  gumming  their  canoe  at  the  water's 
edge  ;  three  or  four  little  half-naked  "  bronzed  varl- 
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ets"  were  dabbling  in  the  tide,  who,  on  my  coming 
up,  began  to  articulate  "  how  d'ye  do,"  in  Micbmac 
Ens^lish.  A  man  in  one  of  tlie  tt^nts  was  making 
small  canoes  for  children's  toys,  and  the  rest  were  in 
that  state  of  indolence,  most  accordant  to  their  dis- 
positions, when  their  circumstances  will  permit  it. 
In  dress  and  personal  appearance  they  were  too  like 
gypsies  to  require  more  particular  description,  ex- 
cept that  their  cheek-bones,  high,  and  set  wide  apart, 
rendered  them  the  ugliest  looking  mortals  1  bad 
ever  seen.  The  Michmacs  originally  dwelt  and 
hunted  betwixt  the  shores  of  Nova  Scotia  and  the 
St.  Lawrence.  Like  all  Indians  enclosed  within 
the  pale  of  civilization,  they  are  wasting  fast  from 
the  effects  of  spirituous  liquors,  bad  living,  and  in- 
dolent habits;  deprived  of  the  resource  of  the  chase 
by  tfie  progress  of  agriculture,  they  wander  on  the 
shores  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  fish,  beg,  or  steal,  and 
live  as   they  can,  that  is,  ill  enough. 

St.  Michel  is  remarkable  for  the  neatest  inn  in  the 
country ;  i  dined  there,  and  slept  at  the  house  of 
Mr.  Couillard,  a  Canadian  gentleman.  His  house, 
which  he  had  lately  erected,  was  a  substantial  stone 
building,  furnished  in  the  plainest  manner,  much  per- 
haps, as  were  those  of  our  country  gentlemen  a 
century  ago;  that  is,  much  wainscot,  no  papering, 
little  or  no  mahogany,  plain  delf  ware,  a  rustic  estab- 
lishment, with  two  or  three  little  girls  to  wait,  in- 
stead of  a  footman,  and  as  many  large  dogs  for  por- 
ters. In  the  morning,  Mr.  Couillard  accompanied 
me  to  the  mouth  of  the  South  River,  which  falls 
over  a  ledge  of  rocks  into  the  St.  Lawrence,  below 
his  house,  where  the  early  fisherman  was  just  Tisiting 
his  nets,  stretched  below  the  fall.  We  returned 
through  the  village,  which  is  one  of  the  neatest  in 
the  province  ;  the  houses  are  placed  in  the  Dutch 
fashion,  with  the  gable  end  to  the  road.  The  num- 
ber of  inhabitants  in  the  whole  parish  is  reckoned  at 
1300,  who  have  among  them    1000  children  ;  a  good 
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proof,  as  Mr.  Couillartl  seemed  justly  to  think,  of 
their  populativ  e  digposition.  On  entering  the  church, 
we  found  the  priest  drilling  a  considerable  number 
of  them,  previous  to  their  receiving  the  sacrament, 
and  bestowing  a  box  on  the  ear,  whenever  it  seemed 
necessary,  to  accustom  the  head  to  its  proper  posi- 
tion.    There  is  an  English  school  in  the  village.^' 

The  tract  of  country  betwixt  Quebec  and  St. 
Thomas,  is  generally  a  flat,  of  variable  breadth,  lying 
betwixt  the  river  and  a  chain  of  mountains  or  high 
lands,  which  follows  the  same  direction,  sometimes 
approaching  nearer  to,  and  sometimes  retiring  from 
its  banks.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  St.  Thomas,  the 
breadth  of  cultivated  land  seldom  seems  to  exceed 
two  leagues  ;  beyond  is  hill  and  forest,  into  which 
no  Canadian  has  yet  ventured  to  penetrate  for  the 
purpose  of  settlement.  Indeed,  the  most  prominent 
trait  in  the  character  of  this  people,  is  an  attachment 
to  whatever  is  established.  Far  different  in  this 
respect  from  the  American,  the  Canadian  will  sub- 
mit to  any  privation,  rather  than  quit  the  spot  his 
forefathers  tilled,  or  remove  from  the  sound  of  his 
parish  bells. 

The  next  evening  brought  me  to  the  village  of 
Ouelle,  situated  on  the  right  bank  of  a  river  so  call- 
ed. I  had  a  letter  to  the  Seigneur,  Mr.  Casgrin, 
whom  I  found  near  the  ferry,  busied  aiQong  his 
workmen,  in  the  superintendance  of  a  new  bridge, 
to  supply  the  place  of  the  ferry.  He  received  me 
very  politely,  and  having  conducted  me  to  a  neat 
house,  facing  the  stream,  invited  me  to  his  family 
supper,  which  in  Canada,  as  well  as  in  the  States, 
is  formed  by  a  combination  of  the  tea  equipage,  with 
the  constituent  parts  of  a  more  substantial  meal. 
He  introduced  me  to  his  architect,  whose  appearance 
well  answered   Mr.    Casgrin's  description  of  "  rusti- 

*  By  an  Act  41  Geo.  3.  an  English  school  is  established  in 
each  of  the  principal  villages  of  the  Lower  Province. 
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CMS,  abnnrmis,  sapiens.'"  The  whole  of  his  work- 
men, 43  ill  miiiiber,  were,  accoriiing  to  (he  cuslom 
of  the  couMM  V,  boardetl  aciJ  lodged  in  his  house  ; 
and  I  must  do  iheiii  the  justice  to  sav,  ij  quieicr 
people  never  lodged  beneath  a  roof.  Early  hours 
beini;  the  order  of  tiie  day,  we  retired  to  rest  at 
nine  o'clock  ;  after  an  early  breakfast,  a  relation  of 
my  host  took  nie  in  liis  caleche,  to  visit  a  po.poise 
fisliing  in  the  neiu;hbourljood  ;  the  drive  was  about 
four  miles,  the  last  two  of  them  thronsh  a  pine 
wood,  preser>ed  round  the  fishery,  that  IJie  noirsc  of 
agriculiural  occupations  may  not  Irii^hlon  the  game 
from  the  shore.  The  fishery  lies  betwixt  the  mouth 
of  the  Onelle,  and  a  ridt^e  of  rocks  jutting  into  the 
St.  Lawrence,  about  a  mile  below  it — from  the  ex- 
tremity of  this  riilge,  an  enclosure  of  stakes  runs  a 
considerable  way  obliquely  across  the  slreanj,  and 
by  crossinj;  the  retreat  of  the  porpoises,  as  the  tide 
falls,  conducts  them  info  shallow  water,  wlitie  I  hey 
are  harpooned  ;  I  saw  one  on  the  beach,  wiiich  had 
been  taken  that  morning;  he  was  a  small  one,  mea- 
suring but  10  feet  in  length,  much  more  like  a  fat 
white  hoc,  than  a  fish  ;  the  aperture  of  llie  ear  is 
covered  by  the  skin,  and  by  no  means  indicates  the 
acuteness  of  hearing  ascribed  to  this  animal  by  the 
fishermen  ;  the  largest  are  18  feet  in  length,  and  are 
computed  to  yield  two  hogsheads  of  oil  each,  the 
quality  of  which  makes  it  in  high  request  among  the 
natives,  even  for  culinary  purposes.  I  was  told, 
that  as  many  as  300  were  sometimes  taken  in  a 
morning  ;  the  Seigneur  is  entitled  to  jV^^^»  ^"*^  ^'r. 
Casgrin  received  yV^^'  t>esides,  as  part  owner.  On 
the  ledge  of  rocks  was  placed  a  small  wooden  cross, 
on  which,  every  spring,  tlie  Cure  is  summoned  to 
bestow  his  benediction,  without  which,  no  success  is 
to  be  expected  through  the  season.  As  the  fibliery 
is  at  present  rather  on  the  decline,  it  is  probable  the 
porpoises  have  hit  upon  some  counter-charm.  The 
inhabitants  point  out  as  a  great  curiosity,   a  succes- 
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sion  of  marks  or  fractures  on  these  rocks,  which, 
from  their  shape,  they  call  the  Rackets,  or  Snow 
Shoes,  to  which,  they  certainly  bear  considerable 
resemblance,  both  in  shape,  size,  and  position,  being 
placed  much  at  the  distance  a  man  would  step.  My 
host,  probably  no  great  geologist,  conjectured  they 
were  really  the  impression  of  shoes,  made  while  the 
rock  was  soft ;  and  this  explanation  perfectly  satis- 
fies the  whole  neighbourhood.  Perhaps  many  im- 
portant systems  are  built  on  analogies,  not  much 
closer. 

For  some  miles  before  reaching  Kamouraska,  a 
striking  difference  becomes  visible  in  the  appearance 
of  the  country.  The  basis  of  the  soil  had  hitherto 
consisted  of  the  same  clay-slate,  generally  red,  which 
constitutes  the  bed  and  banks  of  the  St.  Lawrence 
about  Quebec,  interspersed  with  frequent  detached 
blocks  and  masses  of  granite,  apparently  springing 
through  it.  Here,  however,  granite  begins  to  quit 
its  secondary  rank,  and  gradually  seems  to  become 
the  general  substratum  of  the  soil  :^  instead  of  scat- 
tered masses,  lofty  ridges  and  mounds  of  considera- 
ble size  make  their  appearance.  At  St.  Roch,  the 
road  runs  for  nearly  a  mile  beneath  a  perpendicular 
ledge  of  it,  probably  300  feet  in  height.  Towards 
Kamouraska,  it  rises  into  a  succession  of  sharp  coni- 
cal hills,  resembling  a  line  of  lofty  pyramids,  ranged 
at  angles  to  the  course  of  the  river.  The  most 
singular  mass  of  this  kind,  I  had  an  opportunity  of 
observing  closely,  is  about  two  miles  below  Kamour- 
aska; its  circumference  is  about  a  league  at  the 
base  ;  the  height  may  be  betwixt  4  and  500  feet ; 
its  sides  rise  in  many  places  as  smoothly  perpendicu- 
lar as  if  cut  down  by  an  axe,  scarcely  yielding  a 
fissure,  in  which  the  stunted  cedar  can  take  root. 
A  flat  meadow   divides  this  immense   rock  from  an- 

*  The  valley  of  the  river  Quelle  produces  limestone,  but  of 
an  inferiour  quality. 
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other,  seemingly  of  nearly  equal  dimensions,  and 
towering  up  no  less  boldly.  The  small  spare  which 
divides  them,  (not  a  cpjarter  of  a  mile,)  and  the 
perfect  congruity  of  their  shape,  irresistibly  impress 
on  the  mind,  the  idea  of  their  having  once  formed  a 
single  mountain. 

Kamouraska  is  pleasantly  situated  on  the  St. 
Lawrence,  and  is  a  village  of  some  resort  during 
summer,  for  sea-bathing  ;  the  salt-water  first  evident- 
ly commencing  in  this  neighbourhood.  The  parish 
is  of  some  extent,  as  may  be  conjectured  from  the 
value  of  the  cure,  estimated  at  1000/.  per  annum; 
that  is,  when  all  dues  are  fully  paid,  which  was  not 
the  case  witfi  the  last  curd,  recently  deceased,  who, 
"  good  easy  man,"  was  not  only  content  to  receive 
what  his  parishoners  chose  to  give  him,  generally 
about  one-third  of  his  right,  but  gave  away  half  of 
the  little  remainder,  living  in  a  crazy  tenement,  on 
apostolic  diet,  and  amusing  himself  by  walking  on 
the  beach,  to  ask  and  hear  the  news.  Opposite 
Kamouraska  is  a  cluster  of  small  islands,  or  rather 
wooded  rocks,  round  which  there  are  considerable 
fisheries  of  salmon,  herrings,  and  sardines ;  the  first 
two  of  which  are  cured  and  exported  to  the  West 
Indies.  These  fisheries  are  constructed  much  like 
the  porpoise  fishery  ;  a  considerable  space  of  water 
is  enclosed  with  two  hedges,  tapering  to  a  point,  and 
terminating  in  a  small  circular  basin,  from  which  the 
fish  ate  taken  at  low  water.  I  spent  the  greater  part 
ofa  day,  ihj  one  of  these  islands,  with  a  Canadian 
gentleman,  to  whom  some  of  the  fisheries  belonged; 
we  went  round  them  in  a  cart,  to  take  out  our  fish, 
which  we  broiled,  and  dined  d  la  militaire,  under 
our  tent,  on  the  rocks.  Their  stony  soil,  besides 
pine  and  cedar,  and  a  variety  of  shrubs,  produces 
the  wild  gooseberry,  rasberry,  cherry,  and  plum,  in 
great  abundance.  A  telegraph  is  erected  on  one  of 
them,  where  the  soldiers  have  established  a  thriving 
potatoe  garden.     We  returned  to  Kamouraska  in  the 
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evening,  cheered  on  our  way  with  the  rude  harmony 
of  the  Canadian  boat-song. 

The  g'-ound  rises  gradually  behind  Kamouraska 
into  a  high  rocky  ridge,  from  whence  the  eye  dwells 
dei'.ghted  on  the  broad  St.  Lawrence,  studded  with 
woody  isles,  and  bounded  by  the  bold  mountain 
shore  of  the  northern  bank.  The  little  river  of 
Kamouraska,  descending  from  the  eastern  mountains, 
encounters  this  granite  ridge,  and  falls  in  a  broad 
sheet  over  a  natural  wall  of  about  thirty  feet  in  height ; 
a  portion  of  the  current  is  diverted  from  the  summit 
to  turn  a  grist  mill,  the  property  of  the  Seigneur, 
who  receives  one  foiirteenth  of  the  quantity  ground, 
amounting  to  one  thousand  bushels  of  wheat  per  an- 
num, in  addition  to  the  miller's  fee.  The  miller 
is  an  old  Hanoverian,  who  served  in  the  American 
war. 

The  St.  Lawrence  is  twenty-two  miles  broad  at 
Kamouraska.  I  was  the  whole  of  a  day  crossing  it, 
in  a  little  boat,  to  Malbay,  or  rather  to  a  scattered 
hamlet,  four  miles  to  the  north  of  it,  the  falling  tide 
having  prevented  our  doubling  the  last  rocky  point. 
From  hence  I  was  carted  to  the  ferry  of  the  little 
river  at  the  mouth  of  which  the  village  stands.  I 
inquired,  as  is  the  custom  in  the  untravelled  parts  of 
Canada,  for  the  best  house,  in  which  to  find  hospi- 
tality for  the  night,  and  was  directed  to  that  of 
Madame  Nairn,  the  lady  of  the  Seignory.  I  found 
it  a  plain,  and  rather  large  dwelling,  standing  in  a 
meadow,  on  the  edge  of  the  St.  Lawrence.  The 
lady  was  from  home,  but  an  old  domestick  assiduous- 
ly welcomed  me  in :  wine  was  immediately  offered 
me,  and  in  a  few  minutes,  refreshments  were  on  the 
table  ;  eggs,  tea,  and  bread  and  butter,  to  which  a 
lon^  fast  inclined  me  to  do  ample  justice.  I  after- 
wards walked  round  the  village.  Its  site  is  a  small 
semicircle  of  alluvial  land  lying  at  the  foot  of  moun- 
tains of  a  bolder  and  more  romantick  character  than 
any  I  had  yet  seen  in   Canada.     The  only  aperture 
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in  the  chain  aflfortis   a   passaj;e  fo  Ihe    M  ilbay  river, 
wnich    e.iifrges    from   a    darkly-shaileil   glt^n,   on    the 
north  wesi  of  ihe  vilia2,e.     The    honses,   about   forty 
or  hity  in  number,    lollow  llje   cui\e  of   the  soil,   or 
banks  of  Jhe  streamlet,   near    the   moulh   of  which   a 
neat   white   churt:h    rises,    in    strikinc;    relief,  against 
the   liiirk   bold  mounlain,  towering;  about   half  a  mile 
beyouil    if.      Near  the   St.    Lawrence    1   observed   a 
niiiiiber  of  sharp  conical  sand-hills,  or    moundi^,   from 
ten  lo  iorly   feel   in  tiei«::;hl.     The  exlreuje  regularity 
of  their  ti^ure   strongly    iinpre^S'id    me   with   an  iilea 
of    their    artificial    construction  ;     upon    an    Eni^lish 
down   they  would  pass  for   l)arrows  ;   I  even   fancied 
I  could  trace   Ihe   remains  of  a  loss  and  raised  path- 
way to  some  of  them,  like  the  entrance    lo  a   Roman 
camp;  but  wlielher  they   are  the  graves  of  forgotten 
Saciiems,  or  the  work  of  the  floods  of  former   ages, 
I    pretend    not    to    decide.      I   found   a    comfortable 
chamber  prepared  on  my    return,   and   breakfast   on 
the  table  in    the    morning.      "  How  do   you    contrive 
to  get    through   }  our  tiuie    here,   my   girl  ?'*  said  F, 
to  the  rosy-cheeked  damsel  wlio  kept  up  my  supply 
of  fresh  eggs;  "  O,   Sir,  Ibe  time   goes   very  quick; 
we   have    plenty    of  employment."     "  Well,   but    in 
winter  ?"   O   the  winter  pasties  still   quicker   than  the 
snui/ner."     1   regretted  1  had  not    an  opportunity  of 
paying  my   res[)ects    to   my    kind    hostess,   in  whose 
family    time  was  allowed  to  jog   quielly   on,   without 
any  extraordinary  contrivances  for  his  destruction,   a 
privilege  so  seldom  granted  him  by  the    present   ge- 
neration.    There  is  something  of  the  romance  of  real 
lile   in  Mrs.  Nairn's  history.     She  accompanied  her 
hii>I)  ind  from    Scotland,  during   the    American    war, 
in  which   i.c  served,  arid  was  rewarded    by  a  grant  of 
the  Seignory   of  JMalbay,   a  tract   of  mountain  coun- 
try, liille  prized  by  Canadian  or  English  settlerN,  but 
dearer,  perhaps  to   him,  from  its  likeness    to    his    na- 
tive Highlands.     When  he  settled  on  it    there    were 
but  two  houses,  besides  the  one  he  built.     He  lived 
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here  till  his  death,  and  his  widow  has  continued  to 
reside  here  for  forty-five  years,  during;  which  the 
three  houses  have  grown  into  a  parish  of  three  hun- 
dred inhabitants.  Two  of  Mrs.  Nairn's  daughters 
are  married  and  settled  in  the  village.  Her  son  fell 
in  the  battle  of  Chrystler's  Farm. 

Malbay  is  the  last  settlement  on  the  north  bank  of 
^of  the/St.  Lawrence.  The  onlv  habitation  beyond 
it,  is  a  trading  house  of  the  Northwest  Company, 
who  drive  a  p7etty  gainful  traffick  with  the  Indians 
of  the  neighbourhood,  taking  iheir  furs  at  a  shilling 
each,  and  selling  them  those  commodities  custom 
has  rendered  necessaries,  at  their  own  price  ;  no 
pains,  nor  even  violence  being  spared,  to  prevent 
any  competition  likely  to  diminish  their  profits.  A 
striking  instance  of  this  spirit  occurred  last  year  at 
Pistole.  Nearly  opposite  to  their  trading  post  is  a 
Canadian  fishery,  the  business  of  which  is  generally 
cariied  on  during  the  spring,  when  the  fish  frequent 
the  south  side  of  the  river ;  last  year,  however, 
owing  to  a  scarcity  of  salt,  it  was  necessarily  put 
oft' until  the  autumn,  when  the  fish  are  found  on  the 
north  bank;  but  when  the  fishermen  attempted  to 
pursue  their  vocation  in  this  direction,  they  were  set 
upon  by  an  armed  party  of  the  subaltern  agents  of 
the  Northwest  Company,  their  oars  and  boat  tack- 
ling destroyed,  and  themselves  set  adrift,  at  the  mer- 
cy of  the  elements.  Fortunately  they  succeeded 
in  gaining  the  shore  in  this  condition,  and  are  since 
understood  to  have  commenced  a  process  against 
these  lawless  traders,  who,  themselves,  unchartered 
monopolists,  assumed  the  possibility  of  these  fisher- 
men communicating  with  the  Indians,  as  a  pretext 
for  this  unprovoked  outrage. 

The  road  from  Malbay^o  St.  Paul's  Bay,  follows 
the  direction  of  the  river,  over  a  tract  of  mountain 
country,  occasionally  crossed  by  deep  glens,  and 
covered  with  pine,  cedar,  elm,  maple,  birch,  and 
wild  cherry  :  neither  oak,  nor  hickory,  are  found  so 
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far  north.  Scalfered  settleraenfs  are  every  where 
nief  with  along  (he  lOaJ,  anti  many  an  acre,  on  wiiuli 
the  half  burnt  pine-hunks  are  slili  standing,  raiher 
imiicates  the  progress  of  cullivafion,  thai)  adils  to 
the  beaiifj  of  the  landscape.  Raiher  more  fhan  half 
way  betwixl  M^ibay  and  St.  PdiiTs  Bay,  stands  tlje 
little  villaj^e  of"  fjtjs  Eooulemens."  I'stopiied  my 
caleche  at  the  house  of  the  cnie,  whose  rosy  en 
boil  point,  and  good  hjirnoiir,  betokened  him  equally 
at  ease  in  spirituals  and  temporals.*  He  rej;aled 
me  with  wine  and  strawberries,  served  by  his  sister, 
the  staid  goiivernante  of  his  small  menage ;  and  if 
wine  antI  fruit,  after  a  dusty  journey,  required  any 
sauce,  I  should  have  found  it  in  the  pleasure  my  en- 
terfamers  seeinetl  to  feel  in  my  appetite.  He  la- 
mented he  had  nothing  better  to  otter  me,  but  if  I 
would  stay  a  (ew  days,  and  make  his  house  my 
home,  the  best  he  could  procure  was  at  my  service. 
The  only  return  he  required,  or  I  could  make,  to 
this  hospitality,  was  to  tell  him  the  news,  and  leave 
hiai  my  nafue,  to  add  to  the  small  list  of  strangers, 
who  liad  honoured  his  humble  don)icile.  Perverse 
fortune,  that  planted  thy  social  spirit  on  the  bleak 
crest  of  *'  Les  Eboidemens  !"  not  one,  I  trust,  of 
thy  few  visitants,  has  forgotten  the  smile  of  thy  ruddy 
countenance,  thy  band  ami  cassock,  somewhat  the 
worse  for  ^ime  and  snuff,  thy  easy  chair,  and  bre- 
viary tied  up  in  black  cloth  ;  or  the  neat  flower 
garden  round  thy  porch,  whence,  at  the  interval  of 
thy  evening  devotion,  I  can  fancy  thine  eye  resting 
complacently  on  the  lovely  prospect  it  co/nmands — 
the  small  white  church,  gleammg  in  the  vale  below; 
beyond  it  a  succession  of  lotty  capes  and  wooded 
promontories,  jutting  into  the   broad   St.    Lawrence  ; 

*  1  am  sorry  to  say,  F  did  not  do  tils  pliilo<;ophy  sutficient 
honour  by  ttie  conjecture;  I  learned  afterwards  that  lie  was 
very  poor,  being  very  generous,  and  no  lavourite  wilti  thf 
bishop. 
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and  "  Isle  aux  Coudres,"  Ij  ing,  like  a  Shield,  on   its 
bright  waters. 

Si.  Paul's  Bay  is  a  flourishing  iitlle  village,  much 
resembling  Malbay,  in  site  and  feature.  The  parish 
is  reckoned  to  contain  about  2000  inhabitants,  the 
greater  part  of  them  settled  along  the  liitle  river, 
whose  mouth  forms  the  bay,  and  whit'h  once  proba- 
bly covered  the  soil  on  which  the  village  is  built. 
From  St.  Paul's  Bay  to  Si.  Joachim,  there  is  a  road 
planned,  but,  as  I  had  not  leisure  to  wait  its  making, 
I  procured  a  boat  to  take  me  round  Cape  Tormento. 
"  Isle  aux  Coudres"  lies  within  the  bay  ;  it  is  one  of 
the  earliest  settlements  in  Canada,  and  said  still  to 
retain,  with  the  simple  manners,  a  considerable  share 
of  the  national  urbanity  of  its  first  colonist.  My 
boat's  crew,  ihouiih  strong  in  number,  were  weak  in 
skill,  nearly  half  of  them  being  old  men,  for  the  first 
time  in  their  lives  handling  an  oar  ;  an  evil  which  be- 
gan to  be  fell,  as  soon  as  we  had  to  contend  with  the 
short  swell,  caused  by  the  opposition  of  wind  and 
tide  ;  the  contest,  however,  was  but  ot  short  duration, 
for  after  a  little  bungling  and  tossing,  and  some  awk- 
ward attempts,  on  the  part  of  our  young  hands,  to 
laugh  away  their  fright,  we  found  ourselves  obliged 
to  make  for  the  village  of"  La  Petite  Riviere,"  to 
prevent  greater  evils. 

After  securing  our  boat,  we  wound  our  way  through 
a  marshy  meadow,  towards  a  small  wooden  house  at 
the  end  of  the  villaj;e,  whose  appearance  bespoke  it 
none  of  the  best  there,  but  it  had  the  merit,  as  my 
commodore  and  pilot  observed,  of  being  kept  by  a 
clean  woman,  and  of  lying  handy  to  the  boat.  We 
proceeded,  accordingly,  down  the  plashey  path  which 
led  to  it,  and  by  the  help  of  stepping  stones,  manoeu- 
vred across  the  duck-puddle  round  the  door-way. 
The  interior,  howe\er,  did  not  discredit  the  "gude 
wife's"  character.  The  while-washed  walls,  against 
which  hung  the  skin  of  a  sea-wolf,  were  clean,  and 
a  small  display  of  brown   pans   and   many-coloured 
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crockery,  neatly  arranged,  tVonled  (he  door.  The 
daine  and  her  tlau;^h(er  rtatldy  letl  their  (  ardini;;,  lo 
set  ahoiit  preparing,  a  meal:  and  a  ptentiUil  iii;»ii  of 
oiulet,  iVied  uiih  bacon,  and  served  up  wilh  maple 
siij^ar,  was  soon  placed  on  what  in  heignt  and  dnnen- 
sions  might  liave  passed  etpially  tor  stool  or  table. 
Three  iion  forks,  and  as  many  j>laiters,  compleaied 
our  service;  the  only  knife  m  the  lumily  beiu^  pro- 
diiced  trom  our  host's  breeciies  pocket,  where  it  usu- 
ally reposed,  alier  its  daily  duhcs  of  cutting  sucks, 
breail  lor  the  tamily  consumption,  and  bacon.  As 
there  was;  notliing  in  this  banquet  to-  induce  excess,  I 
ventured,  immediately  alter  it,  to  commence  a  survey 
of  the  hamlet,  it  occupies  a  strip  ot  land  along  the 
St.  L;iwrence,  about  four  mites  in  le.iglii,  aiiii  ^eluola 
halt  a  mile  in  its  greatest  bieatli.  Towaiiis  either 
end  of  it,  the  bold  ridge-shores  closes  in,  and  narrows 
this  distance  into  little  more  tiian  the  breadth  of  a 
road,  and  pebbly  beach.  This  screen  ot  rocks,  ria- 
ing'precipitously  to  the  height  of  several  liundrtd 
feet,  and  thus  elfeclually  protecting  the  terriioiy  of 
this  secluded  colony  Irom  the  ciiilling  north-west 
winds, '^  is  cloathed  to  the  summit  with  deep  groves 
of  pines,  beeeii,  and  maple  ;  the  latter  of  which  ailord 
annually  more  than  sufticient  sugar  for  tlie  consump- 
tion of  the  inhabitants.  The  style  of  their  houses  is 
at  once  sul)stanlial  and  commodious:  walls  freshly 
white-washed,   and  deltly-trimmed  gardens,   denote  a 

*  Kxperience  confirms  the  rational  conjecture,  tliat  it  is  to 
the  severity  of  this  wind,  sweeping;  over  ttie  bleak  regions  of 
lindson's  Bay,  and  the  Labrador  coast,  that  the  extreme  cold 
of  Lower  Canada  is  principally  attributable.  'I'henorih-wester- 
ly  conr^^e  of  the  streams  which  tall  into  the  St.  Lawrence,  on 
its  left  liank,  by  openiu'z  a  passage  to  this  wind,  obviates  the 
good  fctlicls  of  the  shelter  afibrded  by  its  lofiy  shores.  The 
village  of  La  Petite  Hivierc  stems  iiwlebted  for  its  genial  cli- 
mate to  the  favonrable  distinction  of  being;  watered  bv  a 
stream  loo  narrow  and  winding  to  leave  any  considerable 
breach  in  the  heights,  by  which  it  is  sheltered,  for  the  wind  to 
pass  through. 
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condition  beyond  the  mere  grovelling  of  existence. 
Ttiey  are  grouped,  or  irregularly  scattered  alo«ig  the 
road,  each  embosomed  in  its  own  tufted  orchard,  at 
once  the  weallh  and  glory  of  its  owner.  This  luxuri- 
ant abundance  of  fruit  trees  is  not  only  the  most 
graceful  feature  of  Ihe  scene,  but  a  very  striking  pe- 
culitriiy  in  the  site  and  soil  of  this  favoured  spot, 
which  produces  apples  as  abundantly,  and  of  equal 
qu  dity  with  those  of  Montreal  ;  plums,  cherries,  and 
currants  no  less  plenlifidly  :  even  the  peach  deigns  to 
ripen  here,  though  found  no  where  besides  in  Cana- 
da, to  the  west  of  the  Niagara  frontier.  Funt  is 
therefore  the  staple  co'nmodify  of  the  village,  and 
obtains  for  the  inhabitants,  not  only  ihe  corn  they 
have  not  space  to  raise  in  sufficient  quantity  for  their 
consumption,  but  the  (ew  articles  they  are  accustom- 
ed to  consider  the  luxuries  of  life. 

At  the  lower  end  of  the  village,  a  ruslick  bridge 
of  pine  logs,  crosses"  La  Petite  Riviere."  I 'sat 
down  on  a  fallen  tree  to  admire  this  swift  gurgling 
streamlet,    as  it  came  from  its  green  alcove, 

"  Making  sweet  rausick  with  th'  enameled  stones," 

and  constrasting  its  white  broken  current  with  the 
deep,  and  varied  verdure  of  the  birch,  pine,  and  ma- 
ple, over-arching  its  rocky  banks,  as  if  to  veil  the 
secret  urn,  and  repose  of  its  Naiad.  On  my  way 
back,  1  accepted  one  of  the  many  courteous  offers  of 
the  *'  Fathers  of  the  Hamlet,"  to  enter  his  house  and 
refresh  myself.  After  taking  a  glass  of  milk,  the 
good  man  otfered  me,  as  the  greatest  treat  within  his 
means,  rum  and  tobacco  ;  and  on  my  declining  both, 
"  What,"  said  he,  *'  you  neither  drink  rum  nor  smoke 
tobacco?  How  rich  you  must  be!"  I  could  not 
assent  to  his  conclusion,  though  it  would,  in  general, 
be  just  enough  if  in  the  place  of  rum  and  tobacco, 
one  should  substitue  the  equivalent  luxuries  of  more 
polished  life.     He  informed  me,  the  hamlet  contain- 
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eti  tliirty  fires,  and  one  Imndred  and  ihirly  crown  up 
person-*  ;  or  as  he  expressed  if,  "  Coniinunif  anls  ;" 
persons  receivins;  the  s;irranient  :  a  criterion  of  pojui- 
ialion  very  common  in  Lower  C'anada,  and  very  ill 
8uile»l  to  most  other  countries.  All  liis  ohservalions 
bespoke  a  mind  cheerfid  and  contented,  lie  praised 
the  excellence  of  ihe  soil,  and  ohserved,  it  was  one  of 
the  earliest  settlements  in  Canada.  "  Their  young 
men,"  lie  said,  "  had  gone  out  duiinir  the  war,  Ijut 
most  of  them  had  returned  safe,  for  Sir  George  had 
always  spared  the  Canadians."  He  olTered  me  his 
house,  if  I  was  unprovided  with  a  lodging,  adding, 
(hat  every  house  in  the  village  would  be  equally  at 
my  service,  either  for  myself,  or  the  persons  who 
came  with  me.  I  repaid  his  kind  oflers,  by  giving 
him  the  best  advice  I  could,  on  the  disordered  state 
of  a  watch  he  had  purchased  of  a  knavish  tradesinan 
in  Quebec  ;  and  we  parted,  I  think  with  somewhat 
more  of  cordial  leave-taking,  than  usually  graces  the 
separation  of  such  brief  accjuaintance 

On  returninEC  from  my  walk,  I  found  my  host's 
family  collected  round  a  blazing  hearth,  though  in 
the  month  of  July.  They  coidd  not  sufficiently 
wonder  among  themselves,  that  1  should  ha%e  walk- 
ed to  the  end  of  their  village  from  mere  curiosity  ;  a 
restless  feeling,  with  which  the  Canadian  gentleman 
or  peasant  is  little  troubled.  An  iron  lamp  having 
been  trimmed,  and  hung  against  the  wall,  a  copious 
mess  of  milk  porridge  was  served  up  for  supper ;  soon 
after  which,  the  old  people  retired  to  an  inner  room, 
to  perform  their  evening  devotions,  while  the  younger 
niend)ers  of  the  family  knelt  round  the  apartment,  and 
li.ivin:;  praved  some  time  in  silence,  retired  to  rest. 
If  prayers  <an  enter  heaven,  it  must  surely  be,  when 
they  thus  rise,  a  voluntary  ofiering  from  the  dwelling 
of  contented  poverty.  I  was  roused,  at  midnight,  to 
mount  a  bare-backed  nag,  which  a  barefooted  gossoon 
led  by  the  halter,  through  lanes  and  n)eatiows,  till 
emerging  among  the  rocks,  a  distant  light  directed  \\% 
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to  onr  boat,  which  lay,  as  the  tide  was  low,  some  way 
in  the  stream,  and  we  presently  proceeded  on  our 
voya2;e.  The  cold  slar-beam  enabled  us  lo  discern 
the  dark  outline  of  Cape  Tornienfo,  rising  almost 
perpendicidarly  from  the  water's  edge.  Ifs  hei^iht  is 
estimated  by  the  Canadians  at  1800  feet  ;  but  1  should 
think  800  a  sufficient  allowance.  I  lantied  soon  after 
day  dawn,  near  St.  Joachim.  ^  Here  is  a  liouse  with 
lands,  belons^ins;  to  the  Quebec  seminary,  T'rmed  out 
under  the  inspection  of  a  steward..  I  fancied  the  cul- 
tivation of  them  superiour  in  method,  and  tlicir  crops 
more  abundant  than  any  J  had  seen.  The  soil  is  al- 
toiiether  alluvial,  lying  on  a  level  with  the  river, betwixt 
it  and  its  ro<'ky  banks,  as  if  redeemed  from  the  water. 
Ml  (iui*ie,  cliarioteer,  or  carter,  (for  be  it  known, 
St  Joachim  couhl  furnish  no  costlier  vehicle  than 
a  cart,)  having  introduced  iiimself  to  my  notice,  with 
a  compliment  to  the  frankness  and  honour  of  his  own 
dealin2;s,  (of  which,  by-the-bye,  I  had  some  little 
doubt,)  proceeded  to  inform  me  of  a  far  more  obvi- 
ous peculiarity  in  his  character;  ^^  q\Cil  ahnoit  beau- 
coup  a  jftser  en  chemln.^*  He  followed  up  this  enun- 
ciation, or  rather  denunciation,  with  a  succession  of 
interrogatories,  monologues,  and  eulogies  on  his  steed 
"  Papillon,*'  (who  had  certainly  nothing  volatile  in 
his  whole  anatomy,)  and  good  liumouredly  apologis- 
ed, from  time  to  time,  for  his  excessive  loquacity, 
which  he  ascribed  to  an  extreme  thirst  for  informa- 
tion ;  without  adding,  whether  for  giving  or  receiv- 
ing it.  He  expressed  much  surprise  at  the  pains 
taken,  and  bows  bestowed  by  the  parliamentary  can- 
didates of  the  province  ;  said,  he  imagined  it  must 
be  "ponr  Vh'mnexir,'*''  and  desired  to  know  if  it  was 
the  same  in  England  ;  I  replied  in  the  affirmative, 
with  regard  to  the  pains-taking  and  bowing,  though 
I  could  not  add  it  was  altogether  "poi/r  VhonnenrJ'^ 
No  less  was  his  surprise  at  what  he  deemed  my  ab- 
stemoion^ness,  when  he  found  I  took  no  meal  be- 
twixt breakfast  and  a  four  o'clock  dinner  ;  detaiiling, 


QUEBEC    TO    KAMOURASKA.  78 

at  the  same  time,  the  four  diurnal  meals  with  whioh 
he  appeaseil  U'l^  own  appetite.  "  I  sriould  like  much 
to  travel  with  you,  said  lie,  but  iiiileail  of  receiving 
waj;erf,  I  shoulil  reqiie:it  to  eul  as  1  liked." 

Fruin  Si.  Joachim  the  road  runs  ai  (he  foot  of  the 
cliffi,  for  the  greater  part  of  the  way  to  Montmo- 
renri  ;  nufnberless  little  streams  co.ne  hissing  dewn 
the  furrowed  rocks,  and  having;  fed  the  thrivinLj  or- 
chards, which  cluster  at  then-  base,  are  received  in 
stone  tanks,  round  which,  the  bare-armed,  naked- 
footed,  (I  am  sorry  1  carmot  say  silver-footed,)  dam- 
sels of  the  villai^e  repair,  unconsciously,  to  imitate 
the  daughters  of  king  Alcinoiis.  At  Quebec  J  part- 
ed with  my  garrulous  friend,  who  very  courteously 
pressed  me  to  make  his  house  my  quarter,  should 
chance  again  lead  me  to  St.  Joachi(n,  adding,  by  way 
of  reply  to  my  hint  of  the  improbability  of  such  an 
occurrence,  that  "  though  mountains  could  not  meet, 
men  might." 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 


THE  FALLS  OF  THE  CHAUDIERE. 


The  Falls  of  the  Chaudiere  are  about  four  miles 
frofu  the  junction  of  tht^  Chandiere  with  the  St.  Law- 
rence, which  takes  place  on  its  south  shore,  fite  miles 
above  Quebec.  There  are  few  who  will  not  ac- 
count an  excursion  hither,  among  the  interesling  days 
of  their  life.  The  wooded  cliffs  of  the  St.  L<iW- 
rence,  with  Sillorl,  and  Nevv  Liverpool,  looking  out, 
on  opposite  sides,  from  their  romantic  seclusion  ;  the 
broad  expanse  of  the  river  itself,  widening  out  from 
Cap  Rouge,  as  the  bastioned  heights  of  Quebec 
seem  to  c[ose  its  northern  outlet  ;  the  frequent  sail, 
or  heavjr  timber-raft,  "floaling  many  a  rood,'*  pre- 
pare the  mind,  by  a  succession  of  pleasing  objects, 
for  the  enjoyment  of  the  scene  which  awaits  it.  Af- 
ter walking  from  the  little  cove,  in  which  you  land, 
to  the  village  of  St.  Nicholas,  (about  half  a  mile,) 
you  are  furnished  with  a  conveyance,  cart  orcaleche, 
to  within  a  mile  of  the  Falls.  The  road  turns  from 
the  village  through  the  fields,  and  afler  descending 
info  a  little  pebbly  streamlet,  passes  through  a  deep 
wood,  principally  of  pine  and  maple,  in  the  middle 
of  which,  it  ceases  to  be  practicable  for  carriages  ; 
you  continue  by  a  footpafh,  and  suddenly  emerge 
upon  a  ledge  of  rocks,  whose  disjointed  masses,  and 
strata,  upheaved  from  their  primaeval  bed,  seem, 
while  the  rush  of  waters  thunders  around,  to  denote 
the  immediate  presence  of  some  destroying  minister 
of  nature.  Continuing  over  these  rocks,  you  arrive 
at  a  crag,  projecting  midway   across   the  river,  and 
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crested  with  a  single  cedar.  The  Falls  are  now 
directly  before  yoii ;  the  river,  240  yards  in  breadth, 
precipitates  itself  above  100  perpendicular  feel  ;  the 
bed  of  the  fall  is  a  red  clay-slate,  regularly,  and  even 
fanrifully  penciled  wilh  liiin  layers  of  .soft  grey  stone  ; 
this  c;:ivety  of  rolourini,  while  it  pleasingly  relieves 
the  solemn  gra?ideur  of  the  scene,  lends  a  russet  tinge 
to  the  descenJing  flootl,  whose  broken  masses  foani 
in  their  descent,  "like  the  mane  of  a  chesnut 
»teed." 

Par!  of  it  falls  over  a  led^e^of  rocks,  at  an  oblique 
angle  to  the  main  channel,  forming  a  lesser  cascade, 
wliich,  but  lor  its  magnificent  neighbour,  would  itself 
be  an  inferesiing  t)hiect.  Nearly  on  the  line  of  the 
falls,  a  wall  of  granite,  about  six  f^el  in  height,  and 
three  in  thickness,  springs  through  the  strata,  forming 
the  bed  of  the  river,  and  traverses  them  in  a  straight 
line,  untiLbroke'n  through  by  the  lesser  fall,  beyond 
which  a  fragment  of  it  appears  again,  seeming  to  in- 
dicate, that  it  had  once  extended  across  the  torrent, 
and  resisted  its  passage. 

There  is  no  other  appearance  of  granite  immedi- 
ately round  the  falls,  though  immense  masses  of  it 
cumber  the  stream  about  lialf  a  mile  below  them,  and 
form  considerable  rapids  ;  viewed  from  this  spot,  the 
falls  lie  in  beautiful  perspective,  beyond  the  cliffs, 
which  project  from  either  shore,  in  their  front.* 

The  surrouniling  scenery  is  grand  and  quiet.  The 
stately  woods  have  never  bowed  before  the  ravage 
of  improvement,  nor  has  the  stream  been  tortured, 
and  diverted  from  its  channel,  for  the  supply  of  grist 
and  saw  mills.  The  freshness  of  nature  is  in  every 
Bight  and  sound,  and  cold  must  be  the  heart  that  feels 
not  a  momentary  glow,  while  thus  standing  in  the 
presence  of  her  wildest  loveliness. 

*  The  corre«;pondin^  position  of  these  oliflfs  on  both  side<?  of 
the  stream,  aff.ird«<  Citrons;  reasoa  to  think  they  once  formed 
part  of  the  led^e  of  the  Kail,  which  has  since  worn  its  way 
backward  to  its  present  situatioa. 
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QUEBEC  TO  MONTREAL. 
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Travellers  frequently  make  a  small  delour  to 
pass  by  the  Jacques  Cartier  bridge,  six  or  seven 
miles  above  the  ferry.  The  river  comes  widely 
down  betwixt  its  wooded  shores,  and,  after  forming 
several  cascades,  foams  through  a  narrow  channel, 
which  seems  chisselled  out  of  the  solid  rock  to  receive 
it,  and,  having  passed  the  bridge,  buries  itself  from 
the  eye  of  the  spectator,  in  the  deep  valley  below. 
The  rock,  which  constitutes  its  bed,  is  formed  into  re- 
gular platforms,  descending  by  natural  steps  to  the 
edge  of  the  torrent.  The  Jacques  Cartier  is  famous  for 
its  salmon,  whfch  are  taken  of  a  great  size,  and  in  great 
abundance  below  the  bridge,  at  the  foot  of  which 
stands  a  little  inn,  where  the  angler  may  have  his 
game  cooked  for  supper,  and  sleep  in  the  lull  of  the 
torrent  below  his  chamber  window.  Its  white-washed 
parlour  is  adorned  with  stuffed  birds,  fishing  tackle, 
records  of  large  fish  caught,  and  such  like  sporting 
trophies.     I   supped   ingloriously,    but  heartily,  on 
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iaimon  I  had  not  captured.  After  quitting  tins 
iieiiihboiirhood,  the  hcenery  of  tlie  St.  Lawrence 
becomes  (lal  and  uniform.  Tlie  high  lands,  which 
skirt  the  liorizon  of  (Quebec,  fall  off  towards  tlie 
north-west,  leaving  an  expanse  of  level  country  as 
far  as  the  hill,  which  the  primitive  settlers,  in  admi- 
ration of  its  solitary,  and  king-like  eniinence,  de- 
nofninated  tlie  Royal  Mountain.  The  road  follows 
the  (iirection  of  the  river,  sometimes  running  along 
the  beetling  clif!^,  wliich  once  embanked  it,  and  some- 
titnes  tie^^cending  to  the  water's  edge,  along  the  nar- 
row alluvion  time  has  redeemed  from  its  bed. 

From  (Quebec  to  IVIontreal  may  be  called  one  long 
villaj;e.  On  either  shore  a  stripe  of  land,  seidonj  ex- 
ceeiling  a  mile  in  breadth,  (excej)!  near  the  stieams 
which  fall  info  the  Si.  Lawrence,}  bounded  by  ab- 
original forests,  and  thickly  studded  with  low-brow- 
ed farm  houses,  white-washed  trotu  top  to  bottom, 
to  which  a  log-barn  and  stable  are  attached,  and  com- 
monly a  neat  plot  of  garden  ground,  represents  all 
that  is  inhabited  of  fjower  Catiada.  A  cluster  of 
these  houses  becomes  a  village,  generally  honoured 
with  the  name  of  some  saint,  whose  church  glitters 
afar  with  fin  spires  and  belfry.  U[)on  the  shoulders 
of  this  patron  saint,  the  Canadian  rests  the  chief 
part  of  his  cares,  both  temporal  and  eternal — having 
committed  his  seed  to  the  same  ground,  and  in  the 
same  manner  with  his  forefathers,  he  trusts  that  the 
"  6o7i  Dieii"  will,  throuc^h  the  intercession  of  the 
said  saint,  do  the  lest.  Should  an  inclement  season, 
as  was  the  case  last  year,  disappoint  his  hopes,  he 
is  prepared  patiently  to  confess  himself,  and  die  of 
hunger,  fully  persuaded  that  the  blessed  St.  Anne, 
or  St.  Anthony,  will  not  fail   him  in  both  worlds. 

The  spirit,  which  endures  an  evil  rather  than 
overcome  it,  is  not  very  favourable  to  the  comfort 
of  a  traveller  :  it  indicates  bad  roads,  bad  inn.'!,  bad 
horses,  and  bad  carriages  ;  all  which  he  finds  ac- 
cordingly ;  yet  in   spite  of  all  these,   I    prefer   the 
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travelling  of  Lower  Canada,  to  that  of  every  other 
part  of  the  A  nerican  Continent.  You  arrive  at  the 
post  house,  (as  the  words  "  maison  de  postCy* 
scrawled  over  the  door  give  you  notice,  though  the 
premises  present  no  further  hint  of  the  appointment, 
than  perhaps  a  tattered  calerhe  under  the  adjoining 
shed.)  "Have  you  horses,  Madame  ?"  ''^ oxii^  Mon- 
sieur, tout  de  suite,^^  —  A  loud  cry  of  ^^  Oh  !  bon 
hommey^  succeeds,  to  forward  the  intelligence  to  her 
husband,  at  work  in  the  adjacent  field — "  Mais,  as- 
seyes  voiis.  Monsieur  :^* — and  if  you  have  patience 
to  do  this  quietly  for  a  few  minutes,  you  will  see 
Crebilion,  Papillon,  or  some  other  on  arrive  from 
pasture,  mounted  by  honest  Jean  in  his  blue  night 
cap,  with  all  his  habiliments  shaking  in  the  wind,  at 
a  full  canter.  The  invariable  preliminary  of  splicing 
and  compounding  the  broken  harness  having  been 
adjusted,  the  whip  cracks,  and  you  start  to  the  ex- 
hilarating cry  of  ''  marche  donc,^^  at  the  rate  of  six, 
and  often,  seven  miles  an  hour,  with  no  stoppages. 
Should  a  further  degree  of  speed  be  required,  the 
place  of  the  English  "  extra  shilling"  is  cheaply 
supplied  by  a  few  flowers  of  rhetorick,  bestowed  in 
the  shape  of  an  eulogium  on  Jean^s  punchy,  fumb- 
ling nag.  "  Ok  Monsieur,  il  est  bien  capable,^"*  is 
his  complacent  reply,  Tfor  be  it  known,  that  no 
knight  of  chivalry  ere  prized  his  gallant  Bayardo, 
more  than  the  Canadian  his  duruplin  courser,)  and 
straightway,  an  additional  mile  in  his  hour's  driving 
makes  good  his  boast,  and  places,  beyond  the  slur  of 
sceptical  doubt  or  criticism,  Crebillon's  fame. 


THREE  RIVERS,  AND  FALLS  OP  SHAWINNEGAMME. 

The  village  of  "  Trois  Rivieres"  stands  at  the 
mouths  of  the  St.  Maurice,  which,  being  three  in 
number,  were  mistaken    by   Jaques   Cartier,  or   his 
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successors,  for  three  distinct  rivers,  and  thence  the 
village  ha(]  its  name.  It  contains  an  Ursuline  con- 
vent, which  marks  it  for  a  place  of  some  note  in  a 
calholick  counir}  ;  hut  it  is  still  more  worthy  of  dis- 
tinction for  being  the  residence  of  the  Ahhe  de 
Calonne,  brother  to  the  French  minister  of  that 
name,  so  unfortunatel}  jncmorable.  This  excellent 
old  man,  on  the  return  of  Louis  XYIII.  to  i»^ance, 
came  into  j)ossession  of  property  (chiefly  forest- 
lands,  which  had  remaineil  in  the  hands  of  the  go- 
vernment) to  tlie  \alue  of  llOiiOl  per  annum,  the 
whole  of  which  he  immediately  diNided  betwixt  his 
nephews  ;  rightly  judging  tljal  th.e  real  afl'ection  of 
relatives  consists,  not  in  a  testamentary  gilt  of 
wealth  they  are*iio  longer  able  to  enjoy,  but  in  the 
speediest  application  of  whatever  means  thty  pos- 
sess, for  promoting  the  hap[)iness  of  their  connex- 
ions. For  himself,  he  consiilers  it  wealth  enough 
that  he  is  able  to  employ  the  evening  of  life  in  acts 
of  piety  and  benevolence  towards  his  little  cure, 
whose  tears  will  honour  his  bier,  and  their  grateful 
remembrance  be  all  his  glory  upon  earth.  He  was 
at  this  time  actively  engaged  in  alle\iating  the  dis- 
tress resulting  from  the  last  year's  defective  har- 
vest. The  inhabitants  of  many  villages  had,  for 
sometime,  oeen  reduced  to  live  on  sj!ch  vegetables 
as  they  coidd  pick  from  the  woods  anil  fields,  and 
many  had  died  of  famine.  Considerable  relief  was 
afforded  by  the  sale  of  commissariat  stores,  which 
had  been  collected  largely  in  case  ef  a  continuance 
of  war.  Tliis  measure  had,  perha[)s,  some  colla- 
teral effect  in  producing  the  scarcity,  but  the  pro- 
durlion  of  such  extreme  distress  from  a  single  bad 
harvest,  may  be  considered,  generally,  as  symp- 
tomatick  of  a  bad  system  of  agriculture. 

Having  procured  two  exjierienced  boatmen,  with 
a  bark  canoe,  I  ascended  the  St.  IVlaurice,  to  visit 
the  Falls  of  Shawinnegantme.  The  ri\er  banks,  at 
first  low,  rise,  on  ascending  the  stream,  to  the  height 
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sometimes  of  300  feet.  There  is  an  iron  forge  on 
the  right  bank;  about  seven  miles  from  Trois  Ri- 
vieres ;  after  which,  the  silence  of  the  scene  is 
broken  but  by  the  sound  of  the  Rapids,  or  the  call 
of  the  w\\(\  duck,  as  she  skims  through  the  sedges 
before  the  approach  of  the  canoe.  Considerable 
skill  and  exeriion  are  requisite  to  force  these  frail 
vehicle?*  over  the  ledges  of  rock  which  form  the  ra- 
pids :  should  the  boat-pole  break,  or  be  unskilfully 
planted,  your  paper  craft  is  hurried  off  at  the  mercy 
of  the  torrent,  and  dashed  to  atoms  :  yet  of  this 
there  is  no  danger;  or,  at  least,  no  more  than  suffices 
to  give  the  spirits  an  agreeable  impulse.  After  as- 
cending about  fifteen  miles,  we  disembarked  at  two 
portages,  within  a  short  distance  of  each  other,  form- 
ed by  immense  masses  of  granite,  wildly  scattered 
across  the  river  bed,  round  which  the  stream  roars 
and  dashes,  as  if  indi2;nant  at  their  resistance,  and 
precipitates  itself,  sometimes  to  the  depth  of  thirty 
or  forty  feet,  cresting  its  tawny^  waters  with  foam 
and  vapour.  One  of  the  boatmen  took  the  canoe, 
fourteen  feet  in  length,  on  his  head,  the  other  carry- 
ing its  contents,  and  walked  steadily  with  it,  and  his 
fowlingpiece  in  his  hand,  across  rocks  I  found  it 
quite  enough  to  carry  myself  over.  After  paddling 
a  few  miles  further,  the  river  expanded  into  an  ample 
basin,  closed  round  with  pine-clad  mountains,  re- 
flected from  its  limpid  bo<?om.  Yet  in  this  seeming 
security  dwells  the  greatest  danger:  the  stream  des- 
cending rapidly  into  it,  from  the  immediate  vicinity 
of  the  falls,  is  unable  to  find  an  exit  with  equal  cele- 
rity at  the  opposite  point,  where  the  channel  nar- 
rows ;  part  of  it,  th»»refore,  makes  a  turn  within  the 
basin,  and  produces  a  vortex  about  its  centre,  in 
which  some  of  the  early  voyageurs  perished.  The 
difficulty  is  easily  avoided,  when  known,  by  creeping 

*  The  St.  Maurice,  from  the  dark  colour  of  its  waters*  in 
commonly  called  the  Black  River. 
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close  round  llie  edge  of  the  shore.  About  half  a 
mile  above  the  basin,  the  river  again  widens.  The 
tumbling  of  waters  is  now  heard  dislinctly  ;  nothing 
however  is  visible  but  a  smooth  sheet  of  water,  at 
the  bottom  of  which,  a  lofty  barrier  of  wooded  rocks 
forbids  all  further  progress.  Clifl's,  equally  lofty, 
rise  on  either  side.  It  is  not  till  you  have  nearly 
reached  the  shore  in  front,  that  you  perceive  the 
Fails,  rushing  down  on  }t)ijr  right  hand  into  a  gloomy 
nook,  which  seems  hollowed  out  for  their  reception. 
1  should  conjecture  their  descent  to  be  about  100 
feet  ;"*  but  the  fall  is  not  perpendicular,  and  is  di- 
vided by  an  islet,  or  mass  of  rocUs,  on  which  a  few 
pine  and  cedar  trees  have  taken  root.  The  current 
betwixt  this  island  and  the  right  bank  does  not  ex- 
ceed the  witllh  of  twelve  yards.  The  extreme 
breadth  of  both  falls  together,  may  be  sixty  ;  this, 
however,  is  not  easily  estimated,  because  no  front 
view  can  be  obtained,  but  from  the  perpendicular 
cliris  which  form  the  elb(iw  round  tl.em,  and  which 
1  had  no  means  of  ascending.  Much  clambering  is 
requisite  to  reach  the  head  of  the  descent,  for  the 
regular  carrying  path  cuts  off  Ilie  whole  ancile,  and 
though  my  boatmen  had  repeatedly  ascended  the 
river  to  the  highlands,  (above  100  leagues,)  they 
had  never  before  approached  the  Fulls.  The  rocks 
round  the  foot  of  them  are  covered  with  trunks  and 
limbs  of  trees,  worn  round  and  smooth,  as  if  turned 
in  a  lathe,  by  the  action  of  the  torrent.  After 
spreading  my  repast  on  a  gri.nite  table,  and  sharing 
my  Mistick  meal  with  my  conductors,  we  paddled 
rapidly  dov.n  the  current,  and  by  the  aid  of  a  bright 
moon,  reached  Three  Rivers  at  ten  o'clock,  making 
forty-four  miles  in  thirteen  hours. 

*  The  different  falls  and   rapids   betwixt  the  month  of  the 
river,  and  liie  grea*  fall,  cannttt    he  reckoned  at  less  than  100 
feet  m<jre  .   tor  the  whole  descent  ot'  the  river  in    this  space, 
150  would  probably  be  no  extreme  calculation. 
11 
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After  quitting  the  St.  Maurice,  the  tributary 
streams  of  the  St.  Lawrence  descend  siowly  and 
muddily  through  a  considerable  extent  of  flat  coun- 
try, which  skirls  Lake  St.  Peter,  and  spreads  at  the 
back  of  the  Montreal  Island,  as  far  as  the  Two 
Mountains.  The  only  marked  elevation  through 
these  extensive  flats,  is  the  ancient  bank  of  the 
river,  from  thirty  to  fifty  feet  high,  running  in  the 
direction  of,  but  at  various  distances  from,  its  pre- 
sent channel.  Betwixt  the  3Iasquenon^e  and  Ber- 
thier,  its  distance  is  about  a  mile.  M.  Volney  ob- 
serves, that  this  second  ramp  is  more  particularly 
distinguishable  along  the  rivers  of  the  west.=^  It 
is,  however,  not  less  remarkable  on  the  St.  Law- 
rence, and  its  tributary  streams,  as  far  as  Lake  On- 
tario. It  is  not  only  to  be  traced  along  the  course 
of  the  river  generally,  but  follows  each  bay  and 
winding  with  a  corresponding  flexure,  thus  indicat- 
ing, that  the  subsequent  change  in  the  volume  of  wa- 
ter has  taken  place  gradually,  and  without  violence. 
I  could  never  discover  a  single  jcreek  without  this 
accompaniment,  though  the  traveller  repeatedly  en- 
counters these  banks,  separated  by  a  flat  channel  of 
eighty  or  a  hundred  yards  in  width,  overgrown  with 
trees,  through  which  the  track  of  a  scanty  streamlet 
is  scarcely  marked  by  a  line  of  verdure,  fresher  than 
the  adjacent  bottom. 

The  number  of  abandoned  mill-seats,  particularly 
in  parts  of  the  country  recently  settled,  as  well 
as  the  difficulty  of  working  many  of  those  still  in 
use,  shew  the  same  process  of  draining  to  be  still 
contintiing. 

The  little  change  which  has  taken  place  in  the 
line  and  figure  of  these  slopes  warrants  the  belief, 
that  few  centuries  have  passed  since  the  greater  part 
of  the  cultivated  land  of  this  continent  was  sub- 
merged in  naorass,  and   pouring  rivers,  which  have 

*  Tableau  du  Climat,  &c.  i.  p.  89. 
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since  entirely  disappeareil,  or  been  greatly  reiliiccd 
in  their  limi(:s.  Where  the  country  is  fiat,  this  se- 
cond bank  must  be  sought  at  a  considerable  distance 
tVoiu  the  present  channel;  so  that  a  general  rise  of 
fifty  or  sixty  Teet  would  probably  overflow  innch  of 
the  inhabited  country  betwixt  the  Jaques  Carlier 
and  Sr.  Tvlaurice,  llie  whole  neighbourhooii  of  Lake 
St.  Peter  arui  the  Richelieu  river,  to  ihe  foot  ot  ihe 
Bela^il  Mountain,  witii  flie  soulliwest  si)ores  of  tlie 
Montreal  Island,  and  the  grealer  part  of  the  upper 
province,  betwixt  the  Uttawa  and  the  neighbour- 
hooii of  Pre^cott. 

Having  ferried  from  Berthier  to  Contrecceur,  I 
proceeded,  '' en  citleche,''  with  two  Crebillons,  to- 
wards St.  Ours,  in  the  direction  of  tjje  Beiceil  Moun- 
tain, towering  in  the  misty  iiorizon.  Tlie  meadows 
were  profusely  decorated  with  the  ricii  orange  lily, 
and  the  banks  and  dingles  with  the  crimson  cones  of 
the  sumack,  and  a  variety' of  flowering  shrubs.  Se- 
veral biigs  and  merchant-ships  were  dropping  down 
with  the  tide,  their  crowded  sails  scarcely  swelling 
in  the  languid  summer  breeze,  which  just  sufliced  to 
temper  the  glowing  atmosphere  of  August. 

The  Canadian  suu)mer  (though  the  present  year 
formed  in  some  degree  an  exception)  is  hot  in  pro- 
portion to  the  severit_y  of  ihe  winter,  which  enables 
the  cultivator  to  raise  Indian  corn,  water  melons, 
gourds,  capsicums,  and  such  vegetables  as  require 
a  short  and  intense  heat  ;  a  circumstance  which 
lends  the  country  the  aspect  of  a  Portuguese  sum- 
mer, by  way  of  appendix  to  a  Russian  winter.  M. 
Volney  observes,  (torn.  i.  p.  13 J,)  that  this  is  the 
case  along  the  whole  extent  of  the  Allantick  coast, 
as  far  as  the  southern  states  ;  each  portion  of  which 
is  both  hotter  in  summer,  and  colder  in  winter,  than 
its  parallels  in  Europe,  by  many  decrees.  The 
greatest  heat  experienced  this  summer  (esteemed  a 
very  cold  one)  at  Quebec  was  92°  of  Fahren.  In 
the  shade,  80"  and  ^'2*^  were  average  temperatures 
during  July  and  August. 


[  84] 
CHAPTER  XV. 

THE  BELCEIL  MOUNTAIN. 


On  my  arrival  at  the  unfrequented  village  of  Beloeil, 
I  proceeded,  according  to  the  travelling  custom  in 
Canada,  to  the  house  of  the  cure,  who  generally 
considers,  in  the  remoter  parts  of  the  country,  the 
trifling  charges  of  hospitality  repaid  by  the  novelty 
of  a  stranger's,  visit,  and  by  the  little  news  he  com- 
monly brings  with  him  ;  but  the  cure  of  Belceil  was  a 
youth  of  the  new  school,  a  cold  lanky  figure,  as 
different  from  my  mountain  friend  in  manners,  as  in 
appearance.  With  a  very  stiff  apology,  he  recom- 
mended me  and  my  baggage  to  a  neighbouring  au- 
berge,  where  I  found  more  tolerable  accommodation 
than  the  exteriour  seemed  to  promise  ;  it  had,  how- 
ever, one  puzzling  quality,  but  which  could  be  ex- 
hibited in  wet  weather  only  ;  when  the  shutters  were 
open,  the  windows  would  not  keep  out  the  rain,  and 
when  they  were  closed,  they  would  not  let  in  the 
light,  so  that  |for  one  wet  forenoon  I  had  to  choose 
betwixt  darkness  and  deluge.  The  next  morning  I 
again  crossed  the  river,  and  proceeded  Towards  the 
mountain,  which  towered  like  a  wall  of  rock  above 
the  flat  country  round  it.  A  few  wretched  houses 
are  scattered  at  its  base,  the  inhabitants  of  which 
subsist  chiefly  by  the  produce  of  their  apple-or- 
chards, whose  luxuriant  verdure  richly  embowers 
the  whole  slope,  until  the  ascent  becomes  difficult. 
At  the  end  of  this  hamlet  is  a  mill,  built  on  the  edge 
of  a  ravine,  and  turned  by  the  streamlet  of  the 
mountain-lake  descending  down  it.  Here  I  stopped 
to  breakfast;  for  the  mill  serves  in  the  capacity  of 
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an  inn,  to  the  few  whotn  chance  may  mislead,  or 
repentance  for  the  sin  of  glutfoiiv  iniliice  to  stop  at 
it.  I  found,  however,  bread,  milk,  and  fri^h  e^gs, 
(but  no  tea-spoon  to  eat  them  with,)  an<l  paid  the 
price  of  a  London  hotel  breakfast;  a  sfioniz;  p  rod  of 
the  actual  want  prevailing  in  the  province.  To 
avoid  the  tlii(  k  murky  air  of  the  dwelling,  1  had  my 
table  placed  out  of  doors,  in  the  shade  of  the  house, 
and  breakfasted  to  the  admiration  of  half  a  dozen 
curly  ragged  heads,  clustering  at  the  window  to 
watch  how  I  ale;  an  honour,  1  remember,  paid  to 
the  great  traNcller  Gulliver,  by  the  natives  ot  Lilli- 
put. 

After  breakfast  I  began  the  ascent.  The  first 
part  of  the  way  lies  thiouah  a  deep  grove  of  niaple, 
and  presents  no  greater  difficulty  than  that  of  moimt- 
ing,  or  cree[»ing  round  the  masses  of  rock  which 
cover  the  ground,  and  effectually  bar  the  road  to 
one  unactpiainted  with  its  defiles.  The  ragged  ur- 
chin, wlio  served  me  as  guide,  led  on,  like  a  goat 
bred  on  the  soil,  up  the  narrow  tjacf,  which,  now- 
ascending  above  the  slielter  of  the  woods,  exposed 
ns  to  a  burning  sun  ;^  the  dust  and  fatigue  of  clamb- 
ering were  in  no  want  of  this  adilirional  aMy  to  ren- 
der the  expedition  somewhat  fatiguing.  The  height 
of  the  first  pinnacle  is  1*200  feet  ;  it  is  i^eparated  from 
tlie  highest  point,  called  the  Sugar  Loaf,  by  a  tleep 
and  thickly  timbered  valley,  towards  the  end  of 
which,  a  beautiful  lake,  about  half  a  mile  in  ciicr.m- 
ference,  reposes  amid  its  woods  ;  so  calm,  secluded, 
and  raised  above  the  earth,  it  seems  the  Mountain- 
Spirits'  bath,  or  the  magick  lake  of  some  Aiabian 
fiction.  It  abounds  with  excellent  fish,  ifiough  I 
have  no  reason  to  think  they  are  of  four  colours,  or 
make  speeches  in  the  frying-pan. 

*  The  thermometer  stood  at  80^  in  the  shade,  before  I  be- 
gan to  ascend. 
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From  the  sumni'  of  the  cone,*  (for  the  Sugar 
Loaf  has  some  litlle  ciaim  to  its  appellation,)  the  eye 
cotnfTiands  the  course  of  the  S'.  Lawrence,  with  its 
two  lakes  ;  and  betwixt  theai,  the  town  and  heights 
of  Montreal  :  on  on3  side,  the  course  of  the  Riche- 
lieu, with  the  Chambly  fort  and  basin,  and  frontier 
woods  beyond  ;  on  the  other,  the  Atamasca  ;  and  to 
the  south,  continiied  mountain  ridges,  fading  in  the 
distance  :  except  in  this  direction,  the  whole  pros- 
pect is  a  level  plain  of  woodland,  intersected  and 
spotted  with  brown  patches  of  cultivation,  and  white 
villages. 

Volumes  of  smoke,  from  the  casual,  or  intentional 
burning  of  woods,  every  where  clouded  the  horizon, 
and  seemed  to  give  additional  heat  to  the  glowing 
landscape. 

The  basis  of  the  mountain  is  granite,  forming  a 
bold  termination  to  that  branch  of  The  Green  Moun- 
tains, which  divides  the  waters  of  lake  Champlain 
from  the  sources  of  the  Ataiuasca  and  St.  Fran- 
cis.f  On  my  way  down,  I  stopped  to  refresh  my- 
self at  a  delicious  spring,  in  the  valley  of  the  lake, 
repaying  the  favour,  as  I  could  best  afford,  with  an 
idle  verse  : — 

Seldom,  O  Naiad,  thy  sequester'd  dell 

Hatb  pil;?riiia  trodden,  or  t)ent  o'er  thy  well 

To  slake  his  thirst,  and  lave  his  throbbing  brow, 

And  thank  thee  for  the  boon,  as  I  do  now  ! 

Thine  is  no  stinted  draui^ht,  but  largely  given 

As  blessings  are  rain'd  down  on  man  by  heav'n; 

Not  as  man  gives  to  man— Therefore  I'll  think, 

In  future  days,  upon  thy  grassy  brink. 

And  nameless  spring ;  cold,  undisturb'd  and  clear, 

As  Alpine  icicles,  or  holy  seer, 

*  The  height  of  this  pinnacle  has  been  ascertained  to  be 
1400  feet. 

f  Volney  observes,  i,  49. 

"  Le  soramet  de  la  raonta^ne  de  Beloeil  est  de  granit,  anisi 
que  le  chainon  des  montagnes  blanches  de  New  Hampshire, 
auquel  on  peut  dire  qu'il  appartient." 
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Whose  bosom  passion  never  toiich'd  with  fire : 

And  this  day's  nieinory  shall  live  entire, 

To  tell  how  on  an  August  noon  I  loil'd 

To  gain  Belceil's  rude  summits;  all  hemoiPd 

Willi  threading;  the  hot  wilderne<:s  of  boughs, 

Whose  intertwining,  seanty  path  allows; 

And  climbing  rocks  oj'gran'te.  broad  and  bare, 

Which,  thus  upheaving  their  urey  sides  in  air, 

Like  Nature's  altars  seem;  or  giant  thrones, 

Where  mountain  (lenii  sit,  to  catch  the  tones 

OiMieav'n's  high  minstrelsy,   and  thence  prolong 

In  waterl'alls  and  breezes,  the  deep  song. 

The  peak  at  b^ngth,  and  topmost  stone  I  won, 

And  gaz'd  upon  the  landscape,  wide  and  dun; 

Far-gleaming  lakes,  and  the  majestick  river. 

Whose  silver  waters  through  the  brown  fields  quiver; 

Broad  forests  mapp'd  all  round,  the  royal  hilJ, 

Id  sultry  mistiness  repos'd  and  still  : 

Descending  thence,  I  hail  thy  silent  bower. 

In  its  green  freshness,  at  this  glowing  hour. 

When  birds  are  panting  in  the  leafy  brakes. 

And  the  biythe  grashopper  shrill  musick  makes, 

A  noontide  reveller— and  long  for  thee 

Be  this,  thy  vaMey  of  the  mountain,  free 

From  woodman's  stroke  ;  so  o'er  thy  shaded  spring 

These  towering  maples  shall-  their  verdure  fling. 

And,  shield-like,  their  broad    branches  overspread, 

To  fence  the  coolness  of  thy  mossy  bed — 

My  harp  is  feeble,  Naiad,  and  its  tone 

Best  heard  by  echoes,   lonely  as  thine  own. 

Else,  with  Bandnsia's  fountain,  thou  shouldst  live 

Th'  immortal  life  "-weet  poetry  can  give. 

Thou,  and  thy  kindred  lake,  whose  moonlight  brim. 

No  summer  elvrs  have  printed,   gemm'd  and  trim, 

Evok'd  bj  shepherd's  reed,  or  minstrel's  hymn. 


im,  ^ 
im,  V 
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CHAPTER  XVI. 


MONTREAL. 

The  basis  of  the  Montreal  Mountain  is  freestone ; 
the  ascent  is  consequently  les^s  steep,  and  the  sur- 
face less  broken,  than  those  of  Beioei!  :  it  is  thickly 
woo'leH,  and,  form  the  river,  forms  an  elegant  back- 
ground to  the  city  :  I  should  not  suppose  its  height 
to  eKceed  1000  feet.  Monlreal  is  regularly  built,  for 
thff  mosl  part  of  stone,  and  paved.  In  front  of  the 
gaol  and  courthouse,  is  a  colu'iin  in  honour  of  Lord 
Neiion,  crowned  with  his  stafue."^ 

Tne  reli2;!ous  and  charitable  institutions  of  Mon- 
treal are  counterparts  of  those  at  (Quebec.  The^ 
principal  Cafholick  church  is  rich  and  handsome. 
The  protestant  church,  like  its  brother  at  Quebec, 
will  probably  decay  ere  finished.  There  seems 
someth!n2,  in  the  Canadian  climate,  unfavourable  to 
the  growth  of  Protestant  churches,  though  the  En- 
glish inhabitants  are  great  friends  to  Protestant  as- 
cendancy ;  a  feeling  less  costly  than  church  build- 
ing. The  college,  or  seminary,  a  capacious  stone 
building;,  has  been  lately  repaired  and  enlarged.  It 
was  originally  endowed  as  a  branch  of  the  seminary 
of  Paris;  and  has  afforded  an  asylum,  since  the  re- 
volution, to  several  of  the  members  of  the  latter, 
whose  learning  and  talents  have  been  employed  in 
its   advancement.!      The  finest  lands   of  the   island 

*  It  seeras  odd,  that  instead  of  a  column  to  Lord  Nelson, 
wtiose  services,  however  glorious,  were  not  very  immediately 
connected  with  Canada,  it  was  not  thought  preferable  to  erect 
some  memorial  to  the  memory  of  Wolfe. 

t   This  asylum  was  opened  to  them  by  our  governHient. 
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belong  to  it.  There  seems  a  greater  spirit  of  muni- 
cipal irnpioveinent 'ill  iMontreal  fhan  in  Quebec  :  it 
is  [)robal)ly  richer:  besides  being  the  ern[)oriiim  of 
the  t'lir  trade,  its  nierrhnrits  carry  on  a  considerable 
tratiitk  with  the  United  Slates,  particular!}  Vermont, 
and  the  back  country  of  New  York.  The  fur-tra- 
ders, or  North-westers,  as  they  are  familiary  termed, 
take  the  lead  in  society,  (or  they  gixe  the  best  din- 
ners. Their  ladies  have  couserpicntly  tiie  privilege 
of  leading  the  fashions  ;  an  eminence  not  less  anx- 
iously df'sired,  nor  preser\ed  with  fewer  heart  burn- 
ings, in  a  little  town  on  the  St.  Lawrence,  than  in 
the  capitals  of  France  and  England. 

The  winter  is  accounted  two  months  shorter  here 
than  at  Quebec.  The  summer  heat  seems  more 
oppressive  :  the  flat  and  sheltered  site  of  the  town, 
its  roofs  covered  with  tin,  and  its  window  shutters 
plated  with  iron,  tocreiher  with  abundance  of  dust, 
produce  a  furnace-like  atmosphere.  I  met  with  no- 
thinii  in  the  town  which  could  be  called  remarkable, 
except  a  pathetick  address  to  a  run-a-wav  wife  Irora 
her  disconsolate  hus!)and,  written  on  a  window-pane  * 
where,  I  lotlged.  I  call  this  remarkable,  for  surely 
it  is  a  strange  propensity  to  make  an  altempt  on 
publick  sympHthy,  by  a  disclosure  of  troubles  more 
likely  to  excite  ridicule  than  pity.  We  find,  in- 
deed, at  every  turn  in  life,  persons  eager  to  lighten 
their  griefs  by  sharing  them,  even  with  a  stranger, 
if  he  can  be  induced  to  lend  a  serious  countenance 
to  their  recital,  but  thi^*  attempt  upon  the  sympathy 
of  straii'.Tis  abstractedly,  seems  an  odder  instance 
of  (his   leakiuess  of  sorrow. 

I  imagined,  but  did  not  subscribe,  the  following  re- 
ply :— 

And  who  art  thou,  unfortunate,  whose  pain 
,      Thus  asks  the  g<iieral  tear  ? 
Thy  sharfi  of  wo  conldM  thou  so  ill  sustaio. 
That  thou  should'st  write  it  here  ? 

12 
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To  meet  the  gaze  of  laiighter-loving  scorn, 

Aud  court  the  publick  jeer  ? 
Deem'st  thou,  that  first  of  men,  the  nuptial  horn 

Thy  brow  hath  glorified  ? 
Tet  learn  such  honours  should  be  inepkly  worn 

Nor  perk  them  in  our  faces,  to  deride 
Patient  believers  in  a  constant  bride. 

Frail  as  this  scribbled  glass        ^ 
Are  those  fair  things  we  worNhip  and  despise ; 

Nor, — should  thy  life-blood  pass 
Like  rain-drops, — will  they  heed  the  sacrifice: 

To  thy  fair  wanton's  ears 
The  voice  of  thy  complaint  like  musick  flows; 

And  gemm'd  with  lover's  tears, 
The  coronal  of  Beauty  brighter  glows  : 

Then  deem  not  she'll  relent, 
Or  stoop  the  wld  wing  of  her  joyous  flight. 

Pitying  thy  fond  lament ! 
Tbou  rather,  in  some  cell  of  eremite, 

Thy  foolery  repent, 
That  knew'st  not  Love's  sweet  flowers  with  yenom  were 
aye  blent. 
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The  road  from  Montreal  to  the  ferry  crosses  a  coun- 
try 2;enerally  level,  but  pleasingly  diversified  with 
wood  ami  cultivated  land,  for  the  most  part  meadow. 
The  hay  harvest  had  cornmenced,  and  the  fragrance 
of  the  fresh  swathe  seemed  to  unite  with  the  cooling 
aspect  of  the  broad  St.  Lawrt^nce  in  tempering  the 
sun's  heat.  The  villages  of  La  Chine,  and  Point 
Clair,  were  enlivened  by  groups  of  soldiers,  who  had 
marched  in  from  Montreal,  and  were  taking  up  their 
quarters  for  the  night  ;  occasionally  small  parties  of 
Indians,  from  the  opposite  village  of  Cochenouaga, 
with  their  hats  tricked  out  with  feathers,  necklaces 
of  large  blue  beads,  tinsel  girdles,  and  bronzed  in- 
fants, looking  out  from  their  cradles,*  at  their  moth- 
ers* backs,  formed  a  fanciful  contrast  to  the  regular 
costume  of  the  soldiers. 

♦  I  use  this  worH  for  want  of  a  hotter  :  the  Indian  women 
still  tasten  their  rfiilHron  to  a  tlat  Imard,  which  han^s  heliind 
them,  and  is  defended  by  small  hoops  of  wicker,  on  the  expos- 
ed side. 
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The  bustle  of  the  road   had  all  vanished  by  the 
time  1  entered  the  little  wood  immediately  round  the 
ferry,  and  was  succeeded  by  a  scene  of  quiet  splen- 
dour, that  Claude  would  have  delighted  in.      1  seated 
myself  on  a  rock,  near  the  water's  edge,  to  admire  it. 
An  orchard,  belongino;  to  the  ferry-house,  with   the 
adjacent  wood,  closed  the  back  ground  :  on  ray  right, 
the  river  spread  out  into  the  lake  of  the  Two  Moun- 
tains, whose  blue  summits  bounded  the  prospect   in 
that  direction  :  on  my  left  was  a  little  church  of  grey 
stone,  stained   with  moss,  and  going  fast  to  decay  ; 
beyond  which,  on  the  opposite  shore,  lay  the  mas- 
sive woods  of  L'Isie  Perroi :  the  river  in  front  of  me 
(which  is  here  about  three  miles  over)   was  spotted 
with  numberless  rocky  islets,  behind  which,  the  siin, 
sinking  in  a  flood  of  golden  fire,  presented,  in  beauti- 
ful relief,  the  dark  clumps  of  pine  trees,  which  seem- 
ed pencilled  out  on  their  summits.     A  herd  of  cattle 
at  this  moment  came  down  to  water,  and  as  they  loi- 
tered listlessly  in  the  glassy  stream,  seemed  to  share, 
with  man,  in  the  tranquil  feelings  of  the  scene  and 
hour.     The  ferryman's   broad  straw   hat,  and   light 
canoe,  now  appeared  ;  and  as  we  paddled  swiftly  by 
these  many  little  island-bowers,  towards  the  glowing 
west,  fancy  may  be  pardoned  for  half  sketching  a 
passage  to  the  Elysian  fields,  or  enchanted  gardens  of 
Italian  romance.     The  blaze  of  sun-set  had  mellowed 
into  the  purple  tints  of  evening,  before  we  reached 
the  opposite  shore  :  I  proceeded  by  moonlight  to  the 
Cedars,  where  1  procured  tea,  by  knocking  up  a  civil 
landlord,  and  the  next  morning  went  on  to  "  Coteau- 
du-Lac,"    between   which,   and   Cornwall,   runs   the 
boundary  line  of  the  two  provinces. 

After  quitting  the  neighbourhood  of  Montreal,  we 
see  little  of  the  French  Canadian  ;  he  is  succeeded 
by  settlers  of  a  character  very  different  ;  and  with 
whom  he  is  generally  placed  in  humiliating  contrast. 
He  gains  little  by  travellers  ;  few  enter  his  cottage, 
or  inquisitively  scan  the  character  of  an  ignorant  and 
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3iipersli(iou8  race,  who  aspire  lo  lillle  more  than  to 
waljv   in    file    steps   of  their  priests,  and   lorefaliieis. 
Certainl}',  if  inlelleclin!  power  be  ihe  sole  nieasiire  of 
huuian  merit,  iheir's  lies  in  litlle  compass. — Igirorant 
they    uutpiestionably    aie,    thoujilj    |    iloubt    whether 
they  liave  a  ri^lit   to  such   extreme   pre-eminence   in 
this  respect,  as  Englishmen  are  usually  liberal  enon«;h 
to  assign   them.     Schools  are   common   through   the 
Province,  and  the  number  of  colleges  seems  propor- 
tioned  to  the  population  :   the  genJry  and   tradesmen 
appear  not  much  inferiour  in  information  to  the  conn- 
try  ge.Milemen  and  tra<iesmen  of  wiser  nations  ;  and  if 
the  share  of  tlje  peasant's  intellect  exceeils  not  much 
that  of  the  ox  he  drives,  he  may  claim  fellowship  in 
this  respect,  with  the  peasant  of  almost  every  country 
on  the  globe,  except  llie  United  States.      He   is  cer- 
tainly superstitions,  that  is,   he  believes  all  hi^  priest 
tells  him — no  great  peculiarity.      Let  not,   however, 
those  qualities  be  overlooked,   which  give  a  ^rac;  to 
his  poverty,  sweeten  tlie  cup  of  his  privations,  and 
almost  convert  his  ignorance  into  bliss. — Essentially 
a  Frenchman,  he  is  gay,  coin  teons  and  contented  : 
If  Ihe  rigours  of  a  Canadian  climate  have  somewhat 
chilled  the  overflowing  vivacity  derived  from   his  pa- 
rent  ^tock,   he   has  still  a  sufficient   portion  of  good 
spirits   and  loquacity,  to    make  his  ruler*  and  neigh- 
bours seem  cold'and  silent :  To  strangers  and  travel- 
lers,  he   is   invariably   civil,   seeming   to   value    their 
good   word   beyond    their    money  :    He   is   reckoned 
parsimonious,  because  all  his  c:ains  mise  fiom  his  sav- 
ings :    He  is  satisfied  with  the  humblest  fare,  and  his 
utmost  debriucli  never  exceeds  a  *'  coup"  of  rum,  and 
pipe  of  tobacco,  taken  with  a  dish  of  gossip,  the  only 
luxury  in  which  he  can  be  accminled  extravagant. 
The  influence  of  the  priests  is  prol);ihly  injurious,  as 
it  affects  mental  improvement,  bene6ci:d  wiih  rp^()ect 
to  morals.      Religion,  or  rather  superstition,  and  mo- 
rality,  are  so  blended   in   the  mind  of  the  Cana''ian, 
that  were  the  former  shaken,  considerable  time  must 
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elapse  before  any  basis  could  be  raised  on  which  to 
found  the  latter.  At  present,  great  crimes  are  almost 
unknown,  and  petty  offences  are  rare  ;  I  have  indeed 
heard  the  lower  classes  accused  of  a  propensity  to 
pilfer,  but  I  am  inclined  to  think,  (ev9  instances  of 
this  kind  occur,  except  from  the  pressure  of  extreme 
want.  The  late  war,  by  calling  out  a  considerable 
proportion  of  the  population  to  serve  in  the  militia, 
has  produced  an  evident  change  in  the  manners  of 
the  youug  men  :  I  always  found  two  invariable  symp- 
toms of  a  man's  having  serv^d  ;  a  little  more  intelli- 
gence, and  a  great  deal  more  knavery.  But  if  the 
war  did  not  mend  their  morals,  it  certainly  raised 
their  character  :  They  exhibited  a  high  degree  of 
courage  in  the  field,  and  an  affectionate  zeal  towards 
their  governo  ii-,  whom  they  believed  their  friend  : 
a  striking  instance  of  this  occurred  early  in  the  war. 
While  Sir  George  Prevost  was  at  Montreal,  a  body 
of  several  hundred  peasants,  from  the  remotest  set- 
tlements of  the  province,  came  to  wait  on  him  ;  each 
man  was  armed  with  whatever  weapon  he  could  pro- 
cure on  the  spur  of  the  occasion,  and  all  were  cloath- 
ed  and  provisioned  for  immediate  service  :  An  old 
man,  who  had  been  a  soldier  in  the  revolutionary 
war,  was  at  their  head,  who  thus  addressed  Sir 
George  :  "  My  general,  we  heard  you  were  in  diffi- 
culty, and  have  marched  to  your  assistance  ;  I  have 
served  myself,  and  though  an  old  man,  do  not  think  I 
am  quite  incapable  of  duty.'* — Sir  George,  strongly 
affected  with  this  instance  of  attachment,  accepted 
their  services,  and  they  acted  as  a  separate  body 
during  the  whole  of  the  campaign. 

The  Canadians  bear  a  considerable  antipathy  to 
the  Americans,  whom  they  denominate,  '*  Sacres 
Bastonnais.*^^  I  believe  it  to  arise  principally  from 
religious  prejudices  ;  in  proof  of  which,  there  is  a 
striking  anecdote  related  in  the  life  of  Franklin,  who 

^  Bostonese.     InhabitaDts  of  Boston. 
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made  an  altcmp!  lo  bring  them  over  to  the  revolu- 
tionary cause.  At  this  day,  even  the  better  inform- 
ed among  them  are  fully  prrsinaded  that  the  Ameri- 
can government  is  conslanlly  plofling  their  ruin,  and 
the  destruction  of  the  mighty  city  of  Quebec.  I 
was  witness  to  a  curious  exemplification  of  this  feel- 
ing :  A  young  Canadian,  by  no  means  illiterate,  in- 
formed me  one  morning,  with  a  very  grave  face,  that 
a  tremendous  plot  had  been  discovered — to  destroy 
the  whole  city  by  blowing  up  the  [)owder  magazine; 
that  a  train  had  been  found  ready  laid,  and  no 
doubt  existed  of  an  American's  being  at  the  end  of 
it.  I  to«)k  the  trouble  to  trace  the  source  of  this  re- 
port, and  found  it  to  originate  in  an  order  to  mend  a 
broken  door  belonging  to  the  magazine.  A  fire  never 
happens  in  the  town,  (and  they  happen  very  often,) 
but  the  *'  Bastoiniais^*  are  the  inceudiaries. — Petty- 
quarrels  betwixt  the  natives  and  (he  Vermonlese  keep 
this  feeling  alive  ;  and  the  English  may  well  say  of  it, 
in  the  words  of  Sir  Lucius  O'Trigger,  "  'Tis  a  pret- 
ty quarrel  as  it  is,  and  explanation  would  spoil  it." 
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'Tis  a  sad  waste  of  life  to  ascend  the  St.  Lawrence 
in  a  batteau.  After  admiring  the  exertions  with 
which  the  Canadian  boatmen,  who  seem  to  have  ex- 
clusive possession  of  this  employment,  force  their 
long  flil-botto  ned  barks  against  the  rapids,  there  is 
nothing  left  but  to  gaze  listlessly  on  the  descending 
current,  and  its  low  wooded  shores  ;  while  the  mono- 
tony of  the  oar-stroke  is  scarcely  broken  by  the  oc- 
casional rustling  of  a  wild  dtick  through  the  sed^e,  or 
crv  of  the  A  nerican  king-fisher,  as  he  darts  from 
so  ne  hanging  bongh  on  his  scaly  prey.  It  cost  us 
15  hours  to  row  from  Cotean-du-Lac  to  Cornwall, 
with  but  one  incident  during  the  voyage  ;  fhis  was  a 
purchase,  or  rather  barter,  of  biscuit  for  dried  eels, 
with  a  party  of  half-naked  Indians,  whom  we  found 
idly  occupied,  under  a  clump  of  trees  on  the  shore, 
in  curing  the  produce  of  their  fishery.  Several  of 
their  birch  canoes  were  anchored  among  the  islands, 
or  glancing  along  the  stream,  as  we  passed  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  St.  Ragis,  where  the  Oswegatchies  have 
a  settlement. 

A  stage-waggon  runs  from  iVI<)ntreal  to  Prescott, 
and  carries  the  mail,  which  is  afterwards  conveyed 
on  horseback  to  Kingston  ;  I  took  it  at  Cornwall,  and 
can  answer  for  its  being  one  of  the  roughest  convey- 
ances on  either  side  the  Atlantick. 
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The  face  of  the  country  h  invariably  flat  ;  and,  (as 
in  Lower  Canada,)  selllementd  have  not  spread  far 
from  the  river,  and  niain  road,  wtiicli  lollows  lis  banks. 
There  is,  however,  an  evident  ditferenre  betuixt  the 
two  provinces,  as  to  the  mode  of  settlinj^.  The 
iystera  of  tanning  is  here  altoiethn  Eiirlish,  or  Ame- 
rican. The  low,  deep-rooted  Canadian  dwelhng, 
gives  place  to  the  En^^lish  farm-housie,  or  Yankey  fir- 
boartied  mansion,  with  a  dozen  sash  windows  in  its 
front.  Instead  of  churches  we  have  taverns  ;  gaols, 
and  asseinldy. rooms  for  conxents;  and  a  half  sulky 
nod  for  a  French  bow.  Two  Canadian  posiillions 
never  meet  without  touching  their  hats  ;  the  Portu- 
guese peasantry  are  equally  ceremonious  ;  when  llie 
American  or  Englishman  nods,  'fis  like  the  growling 
salutation  of  a  mastiff,  who  has  not  quite  leisure  enough 
to  tuin  and  quarrel  with  you. 

The  picturesque  is  but  scantily  spread  through 
this  tract  of  country  ;  occasiiMially,  however,  on 
emerging  from  a  dnrk  clump  of  pines,  or  hickory 
wooil,  the  eye  dwells  wilh  pleasure  on  the  course 
of  the  river,  broken  with  wooded  islands,  and 
foaming  over  a  thousand  rocks.*  The  chirp  of  the 
locust,  the  continual  tappins^  of  the  redheaded  wood- 
pecker, {picHs  eri/throcepli(iliis,)  and  the  light  boimd 
of  the  squirrel,  as  he  traverses  the  newly  erected 
fences,  are  sisjhts  and  sounds  which  enliven,  what, 
as  far  as  regards  the  features  of  the  country,  may 
be  called  a  somewhat  heavy  journey.  Prescott  is 
remarkable  for  nothing  but  a  square  redoubt,  or  fort, 
called  Fort  Wellington.  As  a  military  traveller,  I 
should  observe,  there  is  a  small  fort  at  Coteau-du- 
Lac,  through  the  works  of  which  a  lock  has  been 
cut,  to  avoid  a  dangerous  rapid. — I  found  the  ac- 
comodations at  Prescott  so  bad,  that  1  seated  my- 
self at  midnight  in  a  light  waggon,  in  which  two  gen- 

*  Tlicre  IS  a  mill  and  small  viHage,  within  a  few  miles  of 
Cornwall,  named  '•  Millerocbes."  Irom  the  adjacent  rapids. 
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llemen  were  going  <o  Brockville,  and  was  thus  so  far 
jumbled  into  their  acquaintance,  that  they  politely 
offered  me  a  passage  to  Kingston,  in  a  boat  belonging 
lo  the  navy,  which  was  waiting  for  them  at  Biock- 
ville.  I  am  always  unlucky  on  the  water,  whether 
it  be  in  crossing  the  ocean,  or  a  duck  pond :  The 
wind  proved  contrary,  and  our  heavy  boat  pulled 
slowly  against  the  current  ;  it  was,  however,  not  so 
bad  as  the  batteau  voyage  :  1  had  the  advantage  of 
agreeable  company,  and  a  good  provision  basket,  the 
contents  of  which  were  spread,  towards  noon,  on  a 
granite  table,  near  the  shore;  a  keille  was  boiled  at 
an  adjacent  cottage,  and  an  excellent  breakfast  ar- 
ranged, "  s«6  tegmine  fdOT}.'^^  Occasional  repetitions 
of  this  ceremony  tended  evidently  to  relieve  the  te- 
dium of  the  journey,  which  lasted  till  the  evening  of 
the  day   after  our  embarkation. 

The  river  banks,  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Brock- 
ville, are  of  limestone,  from  20  to  50  feet  in  height, 
and  evidently  grooved,  or  hollowed,  by  the  tides  of 
former  ages.  Immense  masses  of  reddish  granite  are 
scattered  along  the  bed  of  the  stream,  and  some- 
times project  bare  and  bold  from  the  shore.  On 
one  of  these  projections  there  is  a  blockhouse,  form- 
ing a  prominent  object  at  a  considerable  distance. 
The  islands  which  crowd  the  approach  to  Lake  On- 
tario, called,  from  their  number,  1000  isles,  have  all 
a  granite  basis,  but  are  cloathed  with  cedar,  pine, 
and  abundance  of  raspberries  :  The  bed  of  the  Ga- 
iianoqua  is  also  of  granite,  and  the  lofty  banks  of  the 
Kingston  river,  near  the  mills,  are  of  the  same  rock, 
which  probably  crosses  the  country  near  the  heads 
of  the  Oswegatchie,  Muskinsons,  Juniatta,  and  Ap- 
palusia  rivers  (the  latter  of  which  has  a  fall  of  150 
feet,)  till  it  strikes,  by  Lake  Champlain,  the  ridge  of 
the  Beloeil  mountains.  The  Gananoqua  is  rising 
into  importance,  from  the  circumstance  of  a  new 
settlement  being  formed,  under  the  auspices  of  go- 
vernment, on  the  waters^  with  which  it  communi- 
cates. 
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This  settlement  lies  on  the  head  lakes  of  the  Ri- 
deau,  and  is  meant  lo  senire  a  communication  be- 
twixt ^Montreal  and  Kingslon,  by  way  of  the  Uttawa, 
in  case  of  another  war  :  The  settlers  are  chiefly 
disbaniled  soldiers,  who  clear  and  culliyale  under  tiie 
superintendance  of  oaTuers  of  the  quarler-master-ge- 
neral's  department.  Each  man  draws  rations  for 
hiiu-ielfand  family,  the  expense  of  which  is  about 
five  shiilings  per  ration,  so  that  it  may  be  juf^ly  call- 
ed a  liothouse  settlement.  A  canal  has  been  cut  to 
avoid  the  falls  of  the  Rideau,  and  the  communica- 
tion, either  by  the  Gananoqua,  or  Kingston,  will  be 
i  nproved  by  locks.  Kingslon  is  singularly  happy 
in  its  site,  for  naval  purposes;  it  consists  of  three 
parts,  disposed  thus: — 
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The  basis  of  the  soil  is  a  complete  quarry  of  lime- 
stone, disposed  in  horizontal  strata,  on  the  surface  of 
the  earth,  and  requiring  only  to  be  raised  with 
a  lever,  to  be  fit  for  use.  The  fort,  which  was 
merely  a  field  work  during  the  war,  is  now  finishing 
"With  stone  dug;  ivom  its  own  foundation  ;  and,  having 
two  stout  Maiteilo  towers,  already  looks  formidable 
from  the  lake  :  it  is  meant  chiefly  to  defend  the  navy- 
yard,  v^hich  it  commands.  There  are  batteries  on 
Point  Frederick;  and  on  the  point  of  the  town, 
which  is  pallisaded,  and  strengthened  with  block- 
houses. It  contains  some  good  houses,  and  stores; 
a  small  theatre,  built  by  the  military  for  private  thea- 
tricals ;  a  large  wooden  Government-house,  and  all 
the  appendages  of  an  extensive  military,  and  naval 
establishment,  with  as  much  society  as  can  reasona- 
bly be  expected,  in  a  town  so  lately  created  from 
the  *'  howling  desert."  The  adjacent  country  is 
flat,  stony,  and  barren  ;  a  circumstance  which  per- 
haps increases  the  kind  of  interest  peculiar  to  the 
place  :  do  you  approach  it  by  land  ?  The  road  lies 
through  a  tract  of  forest,  in  the  midst  of  which  the 
first  rude  traces  of  population  are  scarcely  visible  : 
do  you  come  by  water?  Uncultivated  islands,  and  an 
uninterrupted  line  of  wooded  shore,  seem  conduct- 
ing you  to  the  heart  of  a  wilderness,  known  only  to 
the  hunter,  and  his  prey  :  you  emerge  from  a  wood, 
double  a  headland,  and  a  fleet  of  ships  lies  before 
you,  several  of  which  are  as  large  as  any  on  the 
ocean  :  others,  of  equal  dimensions,  are  building  on 
the  spot,  where,  a  few  months  since,  their  frame- 
timbers  were  growing.  Two  sources  of  astonish- 
ment here  rise  in  the  mind  :  first,  the  magnitude  of 
the  resources  called  into  action  ;  secondly,  the  ob- 
ject which  called  them  forth.  Of  the  first,  some 
idea  may  be  formed,  by  considering  that  the  St. 
Lawrence  alone  cost  300,000/.  The  Psyche  fri- 
gate, sent  from  England  in  frame,  cost  12,000/.  in 
transporting  from  Quebec.     The  Commissariat  dis- 
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bursemenfs  at  Kinj^ston,  ilnrins:  the  war,  were  csti- 
maleii  a(  1000/.  per  ilicm.  Tiie  present  expense 
of  (lie  naval  establishment  is  about  ii.j,000/.  per  an- 
niiiii  :  the  navy-yard  employs  I'JOO  labourers.*  For 
the  object,  on  one  side,  there  is  America,  with 
"  million<!  on  millions"  of  acres  be\on(l  what  her  po- 
pnlalion  can  fill  up,  on  the  other,  Eriirland,  conlend- 
ing  tor,  and  expending  her  best  blood  and  treasure 
in  defence  of,  a  country,  one  half  of  which  is  lillle 
beller  than  a  barren  waste  of  snows,  and  the  other, 
a  wild  forest,  scarcely  intersected  by  a  Ihread  of 
population.     This  is  the  ^^ gros  jeii^^  of  society. 

*  Considerable   reductions  hare  lately  taken  place  in  the 
whole  establishment. 
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This  is  the  most  interesting  excursion  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Kingston.  Adolphus  Town  is  pleasant- 
ly situated  on  the  neck  of  the  bay.  Its  farms  are 
thriving,  and  cultivation  is  pushing  rapidly  through 
the  forests,  round  the  numerous  streams  and  bays, 
which  water  every  part  of  the  adjacent  country. 
After  crossing  the  ferry,  two  miles  beyond  Adol- 
phus Town,  I  ascended  a  limestone  cliff,  to  the 
Lake  of  the  Mountain,  immediately  on  its  verge  : 
recent  measurements  have  fixed  its  height  at  IT 5 
feet  :  the  lake  may  be  a  mile  in  circumference,  and 
abounds  in  fish  :  it  formerly  discharged  itself  into 
the  river  by  a  perpendicular  fall  from  the  summit 
of  the  cliff:  the  channel  of  the  cascade  still  remains, 
but  the  stream  is  more  profitably,  though  less  taste- 
fully, employed  in  working  a  mill.  From  this  Ta- 
ble Land  the  eye  commands  a  lovely  prospect, 
along  the  irregular  shores  of  the  bay,  into  which  the 
river  Nappanee,  and  a  variety  of  streams,  empty 
themselves,  through  a  rich  country,  the  dark  mas- 
siveness  of  whose  forests  is  already  considera*bly 
broken,  and  relieved  by  settlements  and  corn-fields. 
Wheat  harvest  was  just  now  (August  16th)  begin* 
»ing  in   this  neighbourhood,  and   generally  through 
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Upper  Canada.  Excepting  the  river  Nappanee,  on 
which  the  Mohawks  have  a  setllement,  all  Ihe  namei 
round  this  bay  are  riiiht  loyal,  or  royal,  from  Ernest 
Town,  to  Adolpiius  Town,  Prince  Edward's  Bay, 
Sophiasberg,  Marysberj:,  and  Anielia^berg,  on  the 
furthest  neck  of  land  at  its  head.  This  happj 
choice,  if  the  inhabitants  had  any  thing  to  do  with 
it,  speaks  well  for  their  politicks.  Their  morals  are 
no  less  refined,  being,  to  jndjre  from  their  names  of 
things,  modelled  on  the  Platonick  system.  I  re- 
quested the  fair  Maritornes  of  the  inn  at  Adolphus 
Town,  to  feed  my  horse,  while  I  walked  through  the 
village.  "  But  is  he  ugly?"  said  she;  "handsome 
enough  to  be  fed,"  I  answered  ;  not  then  compre- 
hending, that  in  the  language  of  the  country,  she 
elegantly  alluded  to  his  moral  qualities,  of  which 
alone  beauty,  or  deformity  may  be  truly  predi- 
cated. 

The  road  from  Ernest  Town  io  Kingston  runs, 
for  the  most  part,  through  forest  ;  but  llie  heaviness 
of  the  scenery  is  frequently  relieved  by  the  ( ourse 
of  some  quiet  creek,  descending  befwixt  its  rocky 
banks  io  the  lake,  which  gleanis  at  intervals  through 
the  trees.  The  summer  silliness  of  the  landscape 
seemed  forcibly  to  contrast  itself  with  the  sights 
and  sounds  of  war,  which  had  so  lately  prevailed 
there;  and,  as  the  inhabitants  declare,  had  frighten- 
ed all  the  deer  and  wolves  back  to  Lake  Huron: 
certain  it  is,  they  have  lately  become  very  scarce, 
io   the  fact  is  poetically  credible. 

Ontario's  ample  breast  is  still. 
Ami    it  pre  walks  the  distant  hill; 
And  suuijiiir  barks  are  gently  gliding, 
Wliere  lately  yonder  war-lowers  riding 
Seem'd,  like  leviathans,  to  load 
The  boson?  of  the  groaning  tlood. 
Oft  as  grey  dawn  broke  o'er  the  wave, 
Each  hostile  line  stern  greeting  gave, 
And  oft,  beneath  the  setting  sun, 
RespoDsive  peai'd  each  heavy  gun. 
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Then  crouch'd  the  midnight  ambuscade^ 

Within  the  pine-wood's  pillar'd  shade, 

Anl  Indian  war-notes  fiercely  rose, 

A  death-dirge  to  unwary  Toes, 

As  biirst  their  murdering  attack 

Upon  the  drowsy  Bivouack. 

Round  leagured  fort,  and  post,  and  ford, 

The  crashing  shell  and  cannon  roar'd. 

Til!  rung  th'  alarum  of  the  fray, 

From  old  Toronto's*  quiet  bay. 

To  where  Niagara  madly  pours 

His  boiling  tide  'twixt  mountain  shores  : — 

The  eagle,  whose  broad  wing  was  spread 

Above  the  cataract's  wild  bed, 

Scar'd  by  unwonted  thunders,  rose 

To  hang  the  nest  of  his  repose. 

Where  ceda-'s  desolately  wave 

O'er  Vaniboja's  island-grave  :f 

No  wolf  his  moon-light  hunt  pursued, 

By  trie's  forest  soPtude, 

But  cowering  from  his  covert  ran, 

Dr.^ading  the  lordlier  chase  of  man  ; 

Nor  dar'd  th'  nnhunted  stag  remain 

Near  his  lov'd  haunts,  and  green  demesne, 

But  far  from  sounds  of  human  slaughter, 

He  strays  by  Huron's  distant  water. 

*  The  Tndiaa  name  for  York,  where  formerly  was  an  Indian 
town. 

f  One  of  the  Manitoulin  islands.     For  the  story,  vid.  Hen- 
ry's Travels  in  Canada,  in  1760  and  1776,  p.  168. 
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Sagkett's  harbour  has  a  mean  appearance  after 
Kingston  ;  its  situation  is  low,  the  harbour  sciall,  and 
fortifications  of  very  indifferent  construction,  both 
as  to  form  and  materials.  The  navy-yard  consists 
merely  of  a  narrow  tongue  of  land,  the  point  of 
which  affords  just  space  sufficient  for  the  construc- 
14 


106  WESTERN    eOUN'TRY    OF    NEW    YORK. 

tiou  of  one  first-rate  vessel,  with  barely  room  for 
workshops,  and  stores,  on  the  reojaining  part  of  it. 
One  of  the  largest  vessels  in  the  world  is  now  on 
the  stocks  here;  her  dimensions  are  196  feel  keel, 
by  57  beam  ;  she  is  built  over,  to  preserve  her,  and 
may  literally  be  said  to  be  housed  :  there  is  an  ob- 
servatory on  the  top  of  the  building,  commanding  an 
extensive  view  of  the  lake,  and  flat  wooded  country. 
About  a  mile  up  the  river,  there  is  another  vessel 
of  equal  dimensions,  built,  and  housed,  literally  in 
the  woods.  The  town  consists  of  a  long  street,  in 
the  direction  of  the  river,  with  a  few  smaller  ones, 
crossing  it  af  right  angles:  it  covers  less  ground  than 
Kingston,  and  has  fewer  good  houses  ;  it  has,  how- 
ever, the  advantage  of  a  broad  flagged  footway, 
while  the  good  people  of  Kingston,  notwithstanding 
the  thousands  expended  in  their  town,  and  the  quar- 
ries beneath  their  feet,  subtnit  to  walk  ancle  deep  in 
mud,  after  every  shower.  Whence  this  difference? 
The  people  of  Kingston  are  not  poor,  ignorant, 
French  Canadians,  but  substantial,  active,  Scotch  or 
English  traders.  Piobably  it  lies  in  this,  that  the 
Americans  aie  at  home,  while  the  English  Canadian 
considers  himself  as  a  temporary  resident,  for  the 
purpose  of  making  a  fortune  to  spend  in  his  native 
country. 

The  fortifications  at  Sackett's  are  so  inconsidera- 
ble, that  one  is  equally  surprised  that  the  American 
government  should  have  left  their  naval  depot  so 
'inadequately  protected,  and  that  our  army  should 
have  failed  to  take  it.  An  American  naval  officer, 
who  obligingly  showed  us  through  the  navy  yard, 
related  by  what  singular  accident  the  place  was 
saved  from  Sir  George  Prevost's  attack;  an  anec- 
dote I  have  since  heard  confirmed,  from  a  variety  of 
sources.  The  garrison  consisted  almost  entirely  of 
militia,  under  General  Brown,  and  ran  away  on 
the  first  cannonade,  leaving  a  few  artillery-men  in 
the   fort,    who   were    preparing- to   abandon  it;  the 
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buildings  of  the  navy-yard  were  already  on  fire. 
The  general  liavirig  in  vain  alteinpied  lo  slop  his 
panirk-slruik  soldiers,  crossed  their  (li^ihl,  at  ihe  end 
of  the  street  leading;  towards  Brownville,  declaring, 
thai  il  ihey  would  riwi,  they  should  not  run  towards 
home,  and  so  turrted  them  olf  to  the  0>wego  road, 
which  runs  oblicjuely  in  the  direction  of  the  right 
flank  of  the  Brilisii  lorces,  as  tliey  had  landed  from 
Horse  island.  The  latter  perceiving  a  considerable 
force  moving  rapidly  in  this  direction,  concluded 
they  had  been  falsely  infornied  of  the  strength  of  the 
Ainerican  force,  and  aclually  gave  up  the  attack, 
through  tear  of  being  cut  otf  by  the  runaways.  On 
such  contingences  depend  the  laurels  of  war. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  not  only 
preaches,  but  practises  economy.  The  establish- 
ments at  Sackett's  are  on  the  most  moderate  scale. 
Two  regiments  of  the  line,  with  a  proportion  of  ar- 
tillery, for  garrison  <liity,  80  men  in  the  navy-yard, 
and  one  boat,  the  Lad_>  of  the  Lake,  in  commission  : 
what  dreadful  hav^ock  would  this  parsimonious  go- 
vernment make  at   Kingston  !* 

Th<j  road  from  Sackett's  to  Watertown  Forks,  at 
about  three  miles  from  the  former,  leads  on  the  left 
to  Browne  ille,  a  thriving  little  village,  on  the  banks 
of  the  Black  river,  about  five  miles  from  its  mouth. 
It  is  named  frofu  general  Brown,  wiiose  property 
and  residence  are  here.  This  gentleman  was  one 
of  the  few  fortunate  American  generals  iu  the  late 
war.  He  was  not  bred  a  military  man,  but  suc- 
ceeded, from  the  command  of  the  militia  of  the  dis- 
trict, to  the  command  of  the  frontier  army  ;  I  be- 
lieve, chiefly,  because  the  United  States  government 
had  no  regiilar  general  at  hand,  to  lake  the  situation. 
He  is  a  plain,  shrewd  man,  and  carried    this  charac- 

*  There  were  in  commi'^sion,  when  I  was  there,  the  Regent 
74,  Montreal,  and  ^tar.  sloop«  of  war,  and  Charville,  a  large, 
new  Iran-iport,  built  since  itie  war.  capable  of  tran^^porting  the 
persons  and  property  of  almost  all  the  lake  population. 
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ter  into  his  military  operations.  He  has  also  the 
merit  of  having  never  unnecessarily  aggravated  the 
calamities  of  war. 

From  Brownville  there  is  a  new  road  opened, 
across  the  bead  of  Chauinont's  bay  to  Gravelly 
Point,  opposite  Wolfe's  island,  (about  fourteen 
miles.) 

From  Gravelly  Point  there  is  a  ferry  of  a  mile,  to 
the  island,  and  another,  of  three,  from  thence  to 
Kingston.  I  took  this  route,  in  company  with  a 
friend,  to  escape  a  tedious  passage  in  the  packet ; 
and  happening  to  land  on  Wolfe's  island,  nearly  at 
sun-set,  we  had  to  walk,  or  rather  wade  across  it, 
(for  'tis  wood  and  bog  from  beginning  to  end,  about 
seven  miles,)  in  the  dark  ;  a  jaunt  I  would  recom- 
mend no  one  to  repeat,  without  good  reason,  at  the 
same  hour.  This  new  road  seems  intended  to  open 
the  Kingston  market  to  the  produce  of  the  fertile 
country  of  the  Biack  river.  At  present  a  few  log- 
huts,  and  patches  of  burnt  timber,  are  the  only  marks 
cultivation  has  set  on  this  tract  of  country.  We 
passed  two  or  three  sportsmen,  sitting  by  the  road- 
side, wifh  their  riSes,  watching  for  deer.  W^ater- 
town  is  an  elegant  village, "^  on  the  Black  river,  about 
four  miles  above  Brownville.  The  basis  of  the  soil 
is  limestone  ;  a  broad  rock  of  which,  several  acres 
in  extent,  divides  the  river,  just  at  the  town  ;  the 
right  branch,  after  breaking  into  several  smaller  falls, 
precipitates  itself  about  30  feet,  and  continues  its 
course  down  a  craggy  valley  ;  a  paper  mill  stands 
on  the  left  branch,  which  descends  more  gradually. 
Large  masses  of  rock  strew  the  banks  below,  as  if 
severed  from  above  by  the  actios  of  floods  and 
rains;  several  cedar  trees  have  been  left  so  near  the 
edge,  that  they  have  bent  down  for  want  of  support, 
and  continue   clinging,   with  their   roots  uppermost. 

*  The  Americans,   at  least  the  Yankies,  call   their   towns, 
Tillages ;  applying  the  term,  town,  to  what  we  call  a  township. 
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A  yoiit!i,  belonging  (o  the  villa2;e,  con<lncletl  me 
under  llie  bank**,  lowards  the  mill,  and  lesser  fall, 
to  an  amphillieafrical  range  of  natural  steps,  or 
benches  in  (he  rock,  with  a  flat  ceiling  of  limestone, 
about  fiffeen  feel  in  breadtli ;  the  whole  of  it  abound- 
ing in  shells. 

On  fhe  island  are  numerous  fossil  impre^^sions  of 
fisn,  seemingly  of  the  eel  kind,  with  the  spines  in 
perJeci  pi  e^ervalion.  Hii^fjer  up  the  river  is  a 
JaPire  cotton  aiill,  beyond  which,  the  banks  on  bolh 
sides  continue  to  rise  boldly,  thickly  cloathed  with 
maple,  beech,  and  elm,  whose  deep  shade,  waving 
over  the  narrow  stream,  may  probably  have  gixen  it 
its  name.  Watertown  contains  about  TiOO  inhabit- 
ants, chiefly  emijirants  from  New  Eciijlarid.  The 
houses  are  generally  of  wood,  but  tasletull v  finished  : 
brick,  however,  is  coming  fast  into  use;  and  begins 
every  where  to  prevail,  as  soon  as  experience  has 
pronounced  the  soil,  or  situation  of  a  township  to  be 
capable  of  any  considerable  improvement. 

Here  is  a  good  tavern,  which,  besides  the  acci- 
dental advantage  of  coming  after  the  VV  apping  inus 
of  Sackett's,  afforded  us  the  rare  luxury  of  a  pri- 
vate sitting-room,  and  a  dinner  at  an  English,  lint 
is,  at  our  own  hour.  AVe  found  the  chiirch-ymd 
worth  a  walk,  not  for  the  elegance  of  its  moniiii;.nls, 
or  classick  beauty  of  the  epitaphs,  but  toi  its  pl.nis- 
ing  site,  on  a  rising  ground  beyond  the  \iilap.e,  com- 
manding an  interesting  view  of  the  falls  and  course  of 
the  river.  .It  is,  moreover,  neatl>  kept;  a  fuark  of 
respect  to  its  silent  tenants,  too  frequently  neglected 
in  the  Slates.  Within  a  few  miles  of  Waterlown 
the  counlry  rises  boldly,  presenting  a  refreshing 
contrast  of  hill  and  valley,  to  the  flat,  heavy  woods, 
through  which  we  had  beerj  labouring  from  Sacketl's. 
TJie  road,  turning  near  Denmark,  ascends  the  >al- 
ley  of  the  Black  River  by  its  left  bank.  Tl)e  banks 
on  either  side  are  lofty,  presenting,  on  the  opposite 
shore,  unbroken  and  majestick   masses  of  forest :  on 
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the  western  side  the  soil  is  good,  and  coming  rapidly 
into  cullivation.  A  few  pine-barrens  occasionally 
intervene,  upon  sand  mixed  with  blocks  of  talkous 
granite,  roinided,  and  scattered  down  the  water- 
courses. 

Indian  corn  seems  the  staple  grain,  as  it  generally 
is,  on  lands  newly  cleared,  but  almost  the  whole  of 
this  year's  crop  has  been  destroyed  by  July  and 
August  frosts.  On  the  28th  of  August  there  was 
ice  at  Kin2;ston  Mills,  ^^  of  an  inch  in  thickness, 
and  this  inclemency  was  general,  as  far  as  Carolina, 
Here  and  there,  I  observed  fields  that  had  escap- 
ed ;  and  sometimes  a  small  portion  of  a  field  would 
be  untouched,  while  the  remainder  was  as  brown,  as 
if  scorched  by  fire.  On  examining  these  exceptions 
more  narrowly,  I  was  induced  to  believe,  they  were 
all  indebted,  for  their  escape,  to  a  situation  more 
or  less  protected  from  the  N.  E.  winds,  which  by 
sweeping  over  deserts  of  ice,  and  forest,  from  the 
pole,  become  the  chief  agents  of  cold  through  the 
whole  continent.  The  inhabitants,  indeed,  seemed 
more  inclined  to  ascribe  these  escapes  to  the  proxi- 
mity of  streams,  which  had  mitigated  the  frost;  but 
frequently  the  bottom  of  a  field  had  suffered,  while 
the  slope  escape*] :  A  valley  crop  was  sometimes  cut 
oflT,  and  a  hill-crop  uninjured.  Betwixt  Sackett's 
and  Watertown,  I  observed  several  fields  sloping 
to  the  road,  (that  is  facing  nearly  south,)  with  a 
broad  belt  of  timber,  on  the  crest  of  the  hills  be- 
hind them,  perfectly  green  and  flourishing,  while  the 
whole  valley,  from  Mirtinsberg  to  Utica,  down 
which  the  road  forms  a  N.  W.  funnel,  or  wind 
course,  was  blighted,  except  where  occasional  angles, 
or  returns,  afforded  a  partial  shelter.  If  these  ob- 
servations should  be  correct,  it  would  seem  no  in- 
judicious precaution,  in  clearing  lands,  to  leave  a 
sufficient  belt  of  timber  to  shut  out  the  winds  most 
likely  to  prove  fatal ;  that  is,  the  N.  £.  and  N.  W. 
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from  which  quarters   unseasonable  frosts  may  always 
be  expected. 

Uhca  stands  on  the  ri^ht  hank  of  the  Mohawk, 
over  which  it  is  approached  by  a  covered  wooden 
bridge,  of  some  length.  The  appearance  of  the 
town  is  highly  prepossessing :  the  streets  are  spa- 
cious;  the  lioiises  large  anil  well-built,  and  the  stores 
(the  name  given  to  shops  throughout  America)*  as 
well  supplied,  and  as  handsomely  fitted  up,  as  those 
of  New  York  or  Philadelphia. f  There  are  two  ho- 
tels, on  a  large  scale  ;  for  one  of  which,  the  York 
House,  I  can  answer,  as  being  equal  in  arrangement 
and  accommodation,  to  any  hotel  beyond  the  Allan- 
tick  :  it  is  kept  by  an  Englishman  from  Balh.  The 
number  of  inhabitants  is  reckoned  at  from  3  to  4000  ; 
they  maintain  four  churches — one  Episcopal,  one 
Presbyterian,  and  two  Welch.  To  judge  from  the 
contents  of  three  large  book-stores,  their  literary 
taste  inclines  chiefly  towards  theology  and  church 
history.  I  encountered  but  one  effusion  of  native 
genius,  in  the  shape  of  two  verses,  under  three 
grim  faces,  painted  on  a  tobacconist's  sign-board,  as 
follows  : — 

**  We  three  are  engag'd  in  one  cause ; 
"  I  snuffs,  I  smokes,  and  I  chaws." 

The  town  is  laid  out  upon  a  very  extensive  scale, 
of  which  a  small  part  only  is  yet  completed  ;  but 
little  doubt  is  entertained  by  the  inhabitants,  that 
ten  years  will  accomplish  the  whole.  Fifteen  have 
not  past  since  the  traveller  found  here  no  other  trace 
of  habitation  than  a  solitary  log-house,  built  for  the 
occasional  reception  of  merchandise,  en  its  way  down 

*  May  not  this  term  be  traced  to  the  ship  stores  of  the 
•arly  colonists  ? 

t  I  should  compare  them  with  our  second  class  of  London 
shops,  some  may  even  rank  with  the  tirst. 
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the  Mohawk.  The  overflowing  population  of  New- 
E:ij,land,  fixing  its  exertions  on  a  new,  ai.d  fertile 
soil,  has,  in  these  few  years,  eifected  this  change, 
and  ijoes  on,  workinii;  the  miracles  of  industry  and 
freedom,  from  the    Mohawk  to  the  Missouri. 

Utica  has  n^reat  advantages  of  situation,  indepen- 
dent of  its  soil,  being  placed  nearly  at  the  point  of 
junction  betwixt  the  waters  of  the  Lakes  and  of  the 
AtliiuJick.  The  Mohawk  communicates  with  Wood 
Cre'^k,  by  a  canal,  from  Rome,  fifteen  miles  north 
of  Utica  ;  and  Wood  Creek  falls  into  the  Oneida 
Lake,  which  is  joined  to  that  of  Ontario,  by  the 
Oswego  river.  Should  the  proposed  canal  betwixt 
BufifHlo  and  Rome  be  cut,  it  will  add  very  considera- 
bly to  these  advantages,  by  drawing  much  of  the 
produce  of  the  Western  country  in  this  direction. 
The  expense  of  this  underlaking  is  variously  esti- 
mated at  from  6  to  10,009,000  dollars;  and  the 
expense  of  carriage  at  about  six  dollars  per  ton. 
Coiumissioners  have  been  appointed  lo  survey  the 
line  of  rommunicatiou,  and  the  canal  is  already  traced 
on  paper.  As  far,  however,  as  I  could  understand, 
the  route  of  the  St.  Lawrence  would  be  preferred, 
should  the  policy  of  our  Government  incline  to  give 
their  commerce  ingress  and  egress  on  moderate 
terms. 

With  Utica  commences  that  succession  of  flour- 
ishing villai^es,  and  settlements,  which  renders  this 
tract  of  country  the  astonishment  of  travellers.  That 
so  large  a  portion  of  the  soil  should,  on  an  average 
period  of  less  than  twenty  years,  be  cleared,  brought 
in^o  cultivation,  and  have  a  large  popidation  settled 
on  it,  is  in  itself  sufficiently  surprising  ;  but  this 
feeling  is  considerably  increased,  when  we  consider 
the  character  of  elegant  opulence  with  which  it 
every  where  smiles  on  the  eye.  Each  village  teems, 
like  a  hive,  with  activity  and  enjoyment :  the  houses, 
taken  in  the  mass,  are  on  a  large  scale,  for  (except- 
ing the  few  primitive  log-huts  still  surviving)  there  is 
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scarcely,  one,  below  (lie  appearance  of  an  opulent 
London  Irailesinan's  coiinli}  ljt>\  ;  nor  is  iheir  ftjie 
of  building  very  uiilike  tliese,  being  generally  of 
wood,  painted  ^iiile,  uilii  green  door^t  and  shutters, 
and  porches,  or  verandas  in  front.  Tlje  face  of  the 
coinitry  is  beantifull^  varied  ;  on  tiie  left  of  the 
road,  loKy  ridges  divide  the  Lake  streams  from  the 
head  waters  of  the  Chenaniro,  and  Ori>kany  nvers; 
and  again,  shooting  up  towards  tiie  nortl),  torni  the 
steep  banks  of  the  Canserage  Creek,  and  the  wooded 
heiglits,  which  einliosoni  Onondago  Hollow.  The 
shores  of  the  small  lakes  are  picturesquely  formed 
in  the  same  manner,  and  a  succession  of  riiiges  is 
thus  continued,  till  they  terminate  towards  Lake 
Ontario,  in  the  Niagara  heights,  and  mingle,  on  the 
south,  with  the  spurs  of  tlie  Alleganies,  round  the 
sources  of  the  Sii-^quehannah.  The  timber  of  this 
country  Is  mostly  oak,  eluj,  ash,  maple,  hickory,  bass, 
hemlock,  and  butternut. 

Betwixt  Onondago  and  Skaneactas,  our  stage- 
party,  which  had  consisted  of  several  honest  farm- 
ers, received  an  addition,  in  the  person  of  a  little 
man  in  grey,  who  might  have  well  passed  for  what 
he  was,  a  barber,  had  he  not,  early  in  the  drive,  be- 
gun to  figure  in  the  character  of  an  apostle  ;  first  of 
all,  by  pertinent  remarks  on  the  efficacy  of  the  in- 
ward light  ;  and  secondly,  by  objur^i^ating  the  coach- 
man for  his  prophane  language,  who  revenged  him- 
self, not  only  by  sidky  expressions  of  disbelief  in  the 
apostolick  rights  of  his  reprover,  but  infinitely  more 
to  our  mortification,  by  considerably  slackening  his 
pace,  as  if  to  adbrd  full  leisure  for  our  regeneration. 
To  console  ns  under  this  misfortune,  and  as  we  now 
began  to  ascend  a  rather  long  hill,  the  barber,  taking 
off  his  hat,  and  turning  his  face  to  us,  said;  *' Gen- 
tlefuen,  if  you  have  no  objection  *'  IMl  sing  you  a 
hymn  ;  1  have  not  a  goo<l  voice  for  if,  but  the 
hymn  is  a  very  fine  one,  and  will  sliorten  the  liill." 
He  began  accordingly,  and  soon   induced   ua  to    as- 
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sent  unanimously  to  the  first  part  of  his  proposition, 
relative  to  his  voice ;  the  second  seemed  by  no 
means  equally  convincing;  and  the  third  was  alto- 
gelher  so  dubious,  that  we  determined,  on  any  simi- 
lar occasion,  to  try  whether  a  hill  would  not  be  bet- 
ter shortened  by  walking,  than  singing,  up  it.  He 
had  visited  the  chief  town  of  the  Onondago  In- 
dians, in  this  neighbourhood,  and  described  them  as 
extremely  reserved,  averse  to  communication  with 
strangers,  and  closely  addicted  to  Iheir  old  forms  of 
worship.  *'  They  would  neither  receive  a  preacher, 
he  said,  "nor  drink  spirits  ;"  facts,  which  he  seem- 
ed to  consider  equally  indicative  of  hardened  idola- 
try. 

Mr.  Jefferson,  in  bis  Notes,  quoting  different  enu- 
merations of  the  Indian  tribes,  gives  the  last  esti- 
mate, (trom  Dodge,  in  1779,)  of  the  Onondagoes  at 
230.  This  is  much  below  what  they  are  at  present 
reckoned  at,^  in  this  part  of  the  country. 

Skaneactas  is  pleasanfly  situated  at  the  head  of 
the  lake  from  which  it  is  named.  We  stopped  here 
for  the  night,  and  admired,  by  a  clear  moon,  the 
sloping  banks,  descending  with  alternate  promonto- 
ries of  wood,  and  cultivated  land,  to  its  smooth  sil- 
very waters,  whilst  here  and  there  rose  the  tall  mast 
of  some  trading  schooner,  anchoring  under  the  shore. 
Cayuga,  besides  its  agreeable  site,  is  remarkable 
for  a  bridge  over  the  head  of  the  Cayuga  lake,  a 
mile  in  length  :  it  is  built  on  piles,  and  level  ;  calcu- 
lating from  the  time  it  took  to  pass  it,  I  should  think 
it  rather  over-rated  at  a  mile  ;  three-fourths  is  proba- 
bly about  the  true  length.  Betwixt  Cayuga  and  Ge- 
neva, is  the  flourishing  little  village  of  Waterloo, 
born  and  christened  since  the  battle.  Geneva  con- 
tains many  elegant  houses,  beautifully  placed  on  the 
rising  shore,  at  the  head  of  the  Geneva  lake  ;  a  situa- 

*  I  have  heard  the  Onondagoes  estimated  at  1000. 
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tion  indicating   that    the   name   was  not    bestowed   at 
raniloir. 

Fio;n  Geneva  to  C:<nandaigua,  a  tract  of  Iiill  and 
vale  extends  lor  16  miles,  wilh  only  two  houses.  1 
neglected  to  observe  accurately,  or  enquire  wliether 
the  soil  was  of  inleiiour  quality:  shcnild  this  not  be 
the  case,  this  note  would  afford  a  tiaveller  of  18*J6, 
an  exact  mean  of  estimating  the  growth  of  its  im- 
provement in  10  years.  C;«nandaigua  is  a  town  of 
villas,  built  on  the  rising  shore  of  the  Canandaigua 
lake,  which  terminates  the  picture,  at  the  bottom  of 
the  main  street:  the  lower  part  of  this  street  is  occu- 
pied by  stores  and  warehouses,  but  the  upper,  to 
the  length  of  nearly  two  nrjes,  consists  of  villas,  or 
ornamented  cottages,  tastefully  finished  with  colon- 
nades, porches,  and  verandas,  each  wilhin  its  own 
garden,  or  pleasure  ground.  The  prospect  down 
this  long  vista  to  the  lake,  is  charming  ;  if  it  has  a 
defect,  not  to  the  eye,  but  to  the  mind,  it  arises  from 
a  consideration  of  (he  perishable  materials  with  which 
these  elegant  buildings  are  constructed,  impressing 
an  idea  of  instability,  like  pleasure  houses  raised  for 
an  occasional  festival.  A  fertile  soil,  and  industrious 
population,  are,  however,  bases  on  wliich  brick  will 
succeed  to  wood,  anil  stone  to  brick. 

From  Canandaigua  we  turned  from  the  main  road 
nine  miles  S.  W.  to  visit  what  is  called  '*  the  burning 
spring,"  lately  discovered.  This  tract  of  country  is 
beautifidly  undulating,  and  richly  cultivated  :  I  was 
particularly  pleased  will)  the  style  of  its  clearing, 
being  neither  encumbered  with  heavy  masses  of  wood, 
nor,  like  most  newly  cleared  tracts,  stript  to  naked- 
ness, but  exhibiting  the  rich,  yet  linht  studding  of 
timb  ;r  we  so  much  admire  in  many  English  counties. 
P  haps  the  change  from  a  dusty  jolting  stage  to  an 
open  easy  waggon,  or  Dearborn,  as  they  are  called 
in  this  Slate,*  disposed  us  to  regard  the  landscape 
with  more  than  usual  complacency. 

*  The  body  and  carriage  resemble  a  small  waggon,  in  which 
a  seat  is  placed   for  two  persons,  on  wooden  springs.     Some- 
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Turning  a  little  from  the  road,  we  entered  a  small, 
but  thick  wood  of  pine  and  maple,  enclosed  within  a 
narrow  ravine,  the  sleep  sides  of  which,  composed  of 
dark  clay-slale,  rise  to  the  height  of  about  40  feet. 

Down  this  glen,  whose  width,  at  its  entrance,  may 
be  about  60  yards,  trickles  a  scanty  streamlet,  wan- 
dering from  side  to  side,  as  scattered  rocks,  or  fallen 
trees,  afford,  or  deny  it  passage.  We  had  advanced 
on  its  course  about  50  yards,  when  close  under  the 
rocks  of  the  right  bank,  we  perceived  a  bright  red 
flame,  burning  briskly  on  its  waters.  Pieces  of  light- 
ed wood  being  ap[))ied  to  different  adjacent  spots,  a 
space  of  several  yards  was  immediately  in  a  blaze. 
Being  informed  by  our  gu"fde,  that  a  repetition  of  this 
phenomenon  might  be  seen  higher  up  the  glen,  we 
scrambled  on,  for  about  100  yards,  and  directed  in 
some  degree  by  a  strong  smell  of  sulphur,  applied 
our  match  to  several  places^,  with  the  same  etFect. 
The  rocky  banks  here  approach  so  closely,  as  to 
leave  little  more  than  a  course  to  the  stream,  whose 
stony  channel  formed  our  path  :  sulphur  in  several 
places  oozed  from  them  abundantly.  We  advanced 
about  70  yards  further,  when  we  found  the  glen  ter- 
minate in  a  perpendicular  rock,  about  30  feet  high, 
overgrown  with  moss,  and  encumbered  with  fallen 
pine  trees,  through  which  the  drops,  at  this  dry  pe- 
riod of  the  season,  scarcely  trickled.  These  fires, 
we  were  told,  continue  burning  unceasingly,  unless 
extinguished  by  accident.  The  phenomenon  was 
discovered  by  the  casual  rolling  of  some  lighted  em- 
bers from  the  top  of  the  bank,  while  it  was  clearing 
for  cultivation.  In  the  intensity  and  duration  of  the 
flame,  it  probably  exfceeds  any  thing  of  the  kind  yet 
discovered  :  I  could,  however,  find  no  traces  of  a 
spring  on  its  whole  course  :  the  water  on  which   the 

times  there  are  two  seats,  one  behind  the  other.  They  ob- 
tained the  name  of  Dearborn,  from  the  General's  taking  the 
field  in  one. 
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first  fire  was  burning,  had  indeed  a  stagnant  appear- 
ance, and  probably  was  so,  from  the  failure  of  the 
current  ;  but  it  had  no  peculiar  tasle  or  sniell,  was  of 
the  orduiary  temperature,  and  but  a  few  inclies  dee[) ;  a 
few  bubbles  indicated  the  passa<;e  of  Ihe  inflaniiuabieair 
tlirough  it  :  on  applying  a  match  to  the  adjacent  parts  of 
the  dry  rock,  a  momenlary  flame  played  alonji;  it  also. 
These  circumstances  induced  us  to  consider  the  bed 
of  the  fitreaudel,  as  accidentally  affording  an  outlet 
to  the  inflammable  air  from  below,  and  the  water,  as 
in  some  degree  pertbrming  the  part  of  a  candle-u  ick, 
by  preventing  its  immediate  dispersion  into  the  at- 
mosphere.* 1  should  observe,  that  there  are  con- 
siderable sulphur  springs  jiine  miles  N.  \V.  of  Canan- 
daigua  ;  and  it  icay  perhaps  be  worth  noticing,  that 
a  line  drawn  ihrough  botli,  would  strike,  in  a  S.  S.  W. 
direction,  the  warm  spring  near  Huntingdon,  in 
Pennsylvania;  the  Berkely  medicinal  waters  on  the 
Potomac,  and  thence,  following  the  course  of  the 
mountains,  S.  W.  the  hot  springs  of  Bath,  and  sul- 
pliur  springs  in   the  Allegany. 

RMche^ter  is  built  immediately  on  the  great  falls  of 
the  Genesee,  about  eight  miles  above  its  enlrar)ce  into 
Lake  Ontario.  It  is  four  years  since  the  yankey 
axeman  bes^an  to  dispossess  the  wood  nymphs,  or  ra- 
ther the  wolves  and  bears,  of  this  neighbourhood  ; 
and  the  town  now  contains  100  good  houses,  fu.nish- 
ed  with  all  the  conveniences  of  life  ;  seveial  com- 
fortable taverns,  a  large  cotton-mill,  and  some  laige 
corn-mills.  Town  lots  fetch  from  500  to  1000  dol- 
lars, and  are  rising  in  value  rapidly.  The  whole  vil- 
lage is  as  a  summer  hive,  full  of  life,  bustle,  and  acti- 
vity. Its  site  is  grand  :  the  Genesee  rushes  through 
it,  like  an  arrow,  over  a  bed  of  limestone,  and  preci- 
pitates itself  down  three  ledges  of  rock,  of  93,  30, 

♦  Mr.  Jefferson,  in  his  Notes,  p.  .Ol,  describes  wtiat  I  ima- 
gine to  be  a  similar  vapour,  near  the  junction  of  the  Elk  river 
with  the  great  Kanhawa. 


118  WESTERN    COUNTRY    OF    NEW    YORK. 

and  76  feet,  within  the  distance  of  a  mile  and  a  half 
from  tlie  town  :  the  two  first  ledges  are  of  limestone  ; 
the  basis  of  the  third,  as  well  as  the  adjacent  banks, 
is  of  the  same  red   clay-slate,   which   every   where 
forms  the  bed  of  the  St.  Lawrence.     This  lime-stone 
ridge,  which  cannot  but  be  considered  as  a  continua- 
tion of  that  of  Niagara,  crosses  the  river  therefore  at 
the  second,  and  then  striking  in  a  S.  E.  direction,  di- 
vides  the  waters  of  the   sf»all   lakes  from  those  of 
Oneida    and    Ontario.     The    immediate    vicinity    of 
Rochester  is  still  an   unbroken  forest,  consisting  of 
oak,  hickory,  ash,  beech,  bass,  elm,  and  walnut :  there 
is  a  black  walnut  tree  betwixt  the  town  and  the  great 
fall,  twenty-four  feet  in  its  girth.     The  wild  tenants 
of   these    woods    have   naturally    retired    before   the 
sound    of   cultivation  :    there    are,    however,    a    few 
wolves  and  bears  still  in  the  neighbourhood  ;  one  of 
the  latter  lately  seized  a  pig  close  to  the  town.     Ra- 
coons,   porcupines,   squirrels,    black    and   grey,    and 
foxes,  are  still  numerous.     The  hogs  have  done  good 
service  in  destroying  the  rattle  snakes,  which  are  al- 
ready becoming  rare.    Pigeons,  quails,  and  blackbirds 
abound.     At  Rochester,  the  line  of  seitled  country 
in  this  direction   terminates  ;  from  hence  to  Lewis- 
town  are  80  miles  of  wilderness,  but  of  wilderness  big 
with  promise. 

The  traveller,  halting  on  the  verge  of  these  abori- 
ginal shades,  is  inclined  to  pause  in  thought,  and  re- 
consider the  interesting  scenes  through  which  he  has 
been  passing.  They  are  such  as  reason  must  ad- 
mire, for  they  are  the  result  of  industry,  tefuperance, 
and  freedom,  directed  by  a  spirit  of  sound  knowledge, 
flowing  through  all  conditions  of  men,  and  giving  birth 
to  a  state  of  society,  in  which  their  is  neither  pover- 
ty, nor  oppression,  nor  complaining.  This  thought 
pleases,  in  a  world  so  full  of  wo  and  bitterness;  it 
does  more,  it  thrills  exultingly  through  the  heart  ;  and 
yet  I  fancied  something  wanting  : — it  was  the  mellow 
touching   of  that  great   artist  Time ; — every  thing 
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wears  too  much  the  gloss  of  newness. — Here  are  no 
nieniorials  of  llie  past,  for  llie  whole  couriiry  is  of  to- 
da^'  ;  five,  ten,  or  at  the  utmost,  twenty  >  ears  ago, 
where  are  now  corn-lielils,  towns  anil  villajies,  was 
one  mass  of  forest.  Certain  pains  taking  New -En- 
glanders,  having  discovered  the  fertility  of  the  soil, 
sat  down  to  clear,  till,  settle,  and  improve  it,  and  are 
now  reaping  the  just  harvest  of  their  labours. — Ima- 
gination foMs  her  wing  over  such  a  history,  and  we 
feel  with  Moore, 

*•  No  bright  remembrance  o'er  the  fanry  plajs ; 
No  rlassick  drrain.  no  star  of  other  days, 
Has;  left  tliat  visionary  ^;iory  here, 
Ttiat  relick  of  its  light  so  soft  and  dear, 
Which  jiiMs,  and  liallov\$  e'en  the  rudest  scene, 
The  humblest  shed  where  genius  once  has  been." 

I  remember  visiting  the  convent  of  "  Our  Lady  of 
the  Rock,"  near  Cintra  in  Portugal.  It  was  founded 
by  Emanuel,  to  commemorate  the  return  of  Vasco 
de  Gama.  For  three  centuries,  the  matin  hymn  had 
ascended  daily  from  its  mountain  pinnacle,  unmixed 
with  sound  of  earth,  when  the  step  of  the  invader  si- 
lenced and  dispersed  the  ministers  of  its  altac  There 
was  one  old  man  left  ;  he  was  eighty  years  of  age,  and 
had  forsaken  the  world  at  the  period  of  the  great 
earthquake  of  Lisbon.  The  effects  of  a  moral  con- 
vulsion, more  devastating  than  earthquakes,  had 
reached  him,  after  fifty  years  of  seclusion.  What 
remembrances,  what  reflections  crowded  within  the 
walls  of  this  little  monastery  !  My  feeble  conductor, 
as  he  glided  through  the  forsaken  cloister,  in  the 
white  habit  of  his  order,  seemed  like  an  embodied 
spiiii  of  the  past,  bearing  record  of  the  revolutions  of 
nature,  and  of  empires. — But  to  proceed  through  the 
woods. 

The  road  from  Rochester  to  Lewistown  has  ob- 
tained the  appellation  of  the  Ridge  road,  from  the  cir- 
cumstance  of  its  running,  generally,  on  the  secondary 
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bank  of  Lake  Ontario.  This  bank  is  a  gravelly 
ridge,  seldom  exceeding  15  i'eet  in  hei.rht,  and  is  ge- 
nerally from  five  to  eight  miles  from  the  present  shore. 
The  primitive  limestone  ridge,  forming  the  Niagara 
and  Genesee  falls,  runs  parallel  to  it,  but  further  from 
the  shore.  The  disposition  of  the  ground,  on  the 
Canadian  side  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  is  exactly  simi- 
lar, but  has  been  less  spoken  of,  because  inhabited 
by  a  less  inquisitive,  and  speculating  race  of  people. 
Sixteen  miles  west  of  Rochester,  there  is  an  Irish 
settlement,  on  Sandy  Creek  ;  iron  is  said  to  be  found 
there.  The  average  value  of  land  is  from  10  to  15 
dollars  an  acre,  and  rises  rapidly,  as  the  country  set- 
tles. One  thousand  families  of  settlers  crossed  Ro- 
chester bridge  in  30  days,  during  the  last  summer. 

The  soil  cannot  be  called  first  rate,  being  general- 
ly sandy,  with  a  mixture  of  gravel  ;  it  however  pro- 
duces oak  timber  in  great  abundance  :  a  tract  of  30  or 
40  miles  along  the  ridge  road,  is  called,  "  Oak 
Orchard." — The  average  return  which  the  crops 
make  oa  the  line  of  the  small  lakes,  is  about  25  for 
one  ;  in  so  n'j  instances  it  exceeds  this  :  a  gentleman 
of  Bioo  n^eld  town,  stated  the  return  of  part  of  his 
lands,  at  40  for  one  :  in  Lower  Canada  it  seldom  ex- 
ceeds six  or  seven.  Notwithstanding  the  bad  state 
of  the  road,  the  stage  waggon  runs  from  Rochester  to 
Lewistown  in  two  days  :  this  journey  is  heavy 
enough  ;  it  is  sometimes  necessary  to  alight,  and  walk 
several  miles,  or  suffer  a  dislocation  of  limbs,  in  jolt- 
ing over  causeways,  or  logged  roads,  formed  of  pine, 
or  oak  trees  laid  crossways,  without  much  regard  to 
uniformity  of  size,  or  the  comfort  of  those  who  may 
have  to  travel  over  them.  O  casionally  a  wild  deer 
starts  from  the  brink  of  sonre  overshadowed  creek, 
and,  at  different  intervals,  square  patches  seem  cut 
out  of  the  forest,  in  the  centre  of  which  low  log-huts 
have  been  constructed,  without  aid  of  saw,  or  plane, 
and  surrounded  by  stumps  of  trees,  black  with  the 
fires,  kindled  for  the    purpose  of  clearing.     These 
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fires  are  still  iisiiall v  bmiiing,  in  some  (jdarter  round 
the  house;  so  Ihiil  (he  whole  se(t!e;nent,  betwixt  the 
remains  of  former  confl;ij:rations,  and  the  volumes  of 
blue  smoke,  still  ctirlirig  tlirough  the  (na<isive  woods, 
has  a  very  Cirumerian  aspect.  While  he  clears  his 
land,  the  Anierican  settler  seldom  neglects  to  make 
potash  :  two  men  will  make  a  ton  of  it  in  a  month  :  its 
average  value  may  be  reckoned  at  1.00  dollars:  so 
that  the  land  repays  him  the  value  of  his  labour  at 
the  oulset.  The  stages  meet,  and  put  up  for  the 
night  at  a  log-hut,  dignified  with  tlie  name  of  an  inn, 
about  40  miles  from  Rochester.  Our  accommoda- 
tions were  of  the  lowest,  but  our  charges,  of  the 
hia^hest  rate  ;  for,  as  our  host  sagaciously  observed, 
"  w  ere  he  not  to  charce  high,  how  w  as  he  ever  to 
build  a  better  house  V  By  this  rule  we  were  com- 
pelled to  contribute  to  posterity.  Lewistown  was 
one  of  the  frontier  villages  burnt  during  the  war,  to 
retaliate  upon  the  Americans  for  the  destruction  of 
Newark.  It  has  been  since  rebuilt,  and  all  marks  of 
its  devastation  effaced.  It  is  agreeably  situated  at 
the  foot  of  the  Limestone  Ridge,  on  the  steep  bank 
of  the  St.  Lawrence,  which  here  rushes  with  a  boil- 
ing, eddying  torrent,  from  the  Falls  to  Lake  Ontario. 
Lewistown,  notwithstanding  its  infancy,  and  remote 
situation,  contains  several  good  stores,  to  which  I  was 
obliged  to  have  recourse  for  some  trifling  articles, 
during  my  stay  at  QueeBston,  on  the  Canadian  side  ; 
particularly  for  a  pair  of  shoes,  when  1  accompanied 
a  friend  to  get  his  tea-pot  mended  ;  Queenston  afford- 
ing neither  tinker,  nor  shoemaker. 
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iHE  peninsula  included  generally  belwixt  the  two 
Lakes  and  tlie  Niagara  river,  olttained,  during  the 
war,  and  slili  keeps,  (he  name  of  the  Niagara  Fron- 
tier. The  Oiise,  or  Grand  River,  the  banks  of  which 
are  inhabiled  by  the  Six  Nations,  may  be  considered 
its  western  boundary,  and  Burlington  Bay  its  limit  to 
the  north.  The  Limestone  Ridge,  wliich  we  have 
observed  skirling  tlic  road  from  the  Falls  of  the  Ge- 
nesee, crosses  the  Niagara  at  Queensfon,  and,  follow- 
ing the  direction  of  the  shores  of  Lake  Ontario,  as 
far  as  Ancaster,  divides  this  frontier  irregularly, 
nearly  from  east  to  west.  At  Ancaster  it  turns  in  the 
direction  of  the  Lake,  and  having  skirted  the  B  ly  of 
Burlington  with  a  magnificent  amphitheatre,  strikes 
eastward,  till  it  has  crossed  the  Humber:  but  whe- 
ther it  afterwards  proceeds  in  the  direction  of  Kings- 
ton, or  bends  northwardly,  I  am  not  able  to  deter- 
mine ;  though  from  distant  views,  and  some  other  cir- 
cumstances, I  am  inclined  to  believe  it  takes  the  for- 
mer course.  Its  height  may  be  averaged  geneially 
at  from  '200  to  '250  feet :  it  is  every  where  very 
steep;  in  souie  places  nearly  perpendicular;  and 
when  viewed  from  below,  being  covered  with  trees  to 
its  summit,  seems  stretched  across  the  country,  like 
a  magnificent  screen  of  verdure.  The  whole  frontier 
may  thus  be  considered  as  divided  into  two  plateaux: 
the  upper,  on  a  level  with  Lake  Erie  ;  the  lower, 
sloping  from  the  foot  of  the  ridge  to  Lake  Ontario. 
There  is  a  marked  seological  distinction  betwixt  these 
two  tracts.  Immediately  below  Q,ueenston  all  traces 
of  limestone  disappear.  The  river  banks,  which  are 
here  about  seventy  feet  in  height,  are  composed  of 
the  same  red  clay-slate  which  seems  generally  to  con- 
stitute the  bed  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  from  hence 
downwards,  beyond  Quebec.  The  sides  of  the  dif- 
ferent creeks  round  the  head  of  the  lake,  from 
Q,ueenston  to  York,  exhibit  similar  strata,  nor  does  a 
single  litnestone  rock  appear  to  the  eastward  of  the 
Ridge ;  from  thence,  however,  to  Lake  Erie,  it  pre- 
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domrnates  almost  exclusively,  and  constitutes  the  ba- 
sis of  a  soil,  fa.nous  through  Canada  for  its  fertility. 
The  whole  of  this  frontier  is  distinguished  by  a  pe- 
culiar mildness  of  climate.  Volney  observes,  (torn. 
i.  p.  137.)— 

"  A  Niagara,  bien  au-dessus  de  Montreal,  les  neiges 
sont  de  deux  mois  encore  jdus  courtes  que  dans  cette 
ville  :  ce  qui  est  precisement  le  coutraire  de  la  regie  geue- 
rale  des  niveaux  observee  sur  le  reste  de  la  cote." 

And  again,  p.  166,  he  observes  the  great  increase 
of  cold  from  Lake  Erie,  west ;  "  so  that  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Lake  St.  Clair,  the  only  fruits  which 
will  ripen  are  apples  and  winter  pears;"  whereas  at 
Niagara,  peaches  are  raised  in  such  abundance  as  to 
be  The  common  food  for  hogs  during  the  autumn  ; 
capsicums,  melons,  and  all  sorts  of  gourds,  are  also 
abundantly  raised  in  the  open  ground. 

M.  Voiney  is  inclined  to  attribute  this  difference 
of  climate,  to  the  greater  or  less  prevalence  of  the  S. 
and  S.  W.  winds,  which,  he  says,  become  less  fre- 
quent round  Lake  St.  Clair  :  but  in  addition  to  any 
general  reason  of  this  kind,  there  is  a  peculiar  circum- 
stance in  the  locale  of  this  frontier,  which  has  proba- 
bly a  more  direct  effect.  The  N.  W.  wind,  as  has 
been  already  observed,  is  found  to  be  the  great 
agent  of  cold  through  nearly  the  whole  of  the  Ameri-- 
can  continent.  It  seems  no  less  certain  that  it  derives 
its  chilling  powers  from  the  unbounded  tract  of  fro- 
zen, uncultivated  country  over  which  it  sweeps. 
Before,  however,  it  arrives  at  the  Niagara  frontier,  it 
has  past  diagonally  across  both  Lake  Superiour  and 
Lake  Huron,  and  must  therefoi-e  have  lost  some  por- 
lion  of  its  intense  cold  in  its  passage.  To  prove  the 
correctness  of  this  observation,  it  is  necessary  that 
the  difference  of  climate  should  be  co-extensive  with 
the  range  of  the  N.  V7.  wind,  under  these  peculiar 
circumstances  ;  and  this  seems  to  be  the  case.  A 
line  drawn  N.  W.  from  York,  would  cross  the  nar- 
rowest extremity  of  Lake   Huron,  and   sweep   the 
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shore,  instead  of  c rossiiii;  the  expanse,  of  Lake  Siipe- 
rioiir  :  now  York  is  known  to  ha\e  lonj;er  and  se^e^e^ 
wifjfers  than  the  frontier,  tbon;^l»  but  sixl)  miles  N. 
W.  of  it.  In  like  manner,  a  line  drawn  N.  \>'.  from 
Lake  St.  Clair,  would  fall  bevond  Lake  Huron,  and 
cross  l)uf  a  small  portion  of  Lake  Superiour  ;  the 
whole  country,  therefore,  from  this  lake  west,  maj 
be  expected,  as  Volney  observes  to  be  tije  cate,  lo 
feel  an  unmitigated  winter  :  the  favoured  portion  l>  ing 
betwixt  these  two  points,  on  both  sides  of  Lake 
Erie.*  Accordingly,  a  decided  preference  is  given, 
by  settlers,  to  this  neighbourhood  :  on  our  side,  the 
banks  of  the  Grand  River  were  long  since  chosen  by 
the  Six  Nations  for  their  fertility  ;  and  tVom  thence  to 
the  Thames,  and  Long  Point,  are  tlie  tinesl  larms  in 
the  province.  The  whole  of  the  American  side  is' 
rapitlly  settling,  and  Erie,  built  on  the  site  of  the  old 
fort,  is  ali*eady  a  considerable  town. 

The  norlhern  point  of  the  frontier,  at  the  junction 
of  tlie  Niagaraf  with  Ijake  Ontario,  is  occupied  l}y 
Fort  iMissisa2;a,  built  opposite  to  the  American  Fort, 
Niai^ara,  which  it  is  thought  to  command  :  it  is  sfar- 
shaped,  and  intended  to  be  faced  with  stone,  should 
the  expense  be  deemed  convenient.  From  hence  to 
Fort  George  there  is  about  a  mile  of  flat  ground, 
mostly  occupied  by  the  village  of  Newark,  which 
has  in  great  part  been  rebuilt.  The  houses  are  of 
wood,  and  being  generally  placed  on  tVames,  without 
foundations,  seem  to  give  a  stranger  no  more  reason 
to  expect  to  find  them  standing  when  he  next  travels 
that  way,  than  the  tents  of  an  Arab,  or  the  booths  of 
an  annual  fair.  There  is  one  large  inn,  of  a  gay  ex- 
terior ;  but  being  commonly  crowded  with  guests,  is 
half  finished,    half  furnished,   and    miserably    dirty  : 

*  It  seems  probable  that  the  whole  of  the  Genesee  country 
shares  ia  this  advantage. 

+  The  St.  Lawrence,  betwixt  the  two  lakes,  is  couimoiily 
called  the  Niagara. 
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beds,  indeed,  are  in  no  more  than  comfortable  abun- 
dance;  it  being  no  easy  matter  to  squeeze  betwixt 
each  two  of  the  dozen,  crowded  into  a  room. 

Belwixt  Newark  and  Qiieenston  the  river  is  sepa- 
rated from  the  road  by  a  light  wood,  Ihrough  which 
it  breaks  on  the  sight  at  intervals,  freqiienily  wilh  the 
top-sails  of  a  schooner  gliding  just  above  its  banks, 
and  the  tufted  woods  of  the  American  shore  beyond. 
On  the  right  there  is  an  unbroken  succession  of  luxu- 
riant orchards,  corn-fields,  and  farm-houses  ;  a  rare 
and  interesting  sight  in  Canada.  Qiieenston  is  built 
on  the  river's  edge,  at  the  foot  of  the  heights;  it 
was  embosomed  in  peach  orchards  before  the  war, 
but  they  were  all  felled,  to  aid  our  defensive  opera- 
tions, so  that  the  vicinity  looks  bare  and  war-worn. 
The  heights  are  still  crowned  by  a  redoubt,  and  the 
remains  of  batteries,  raised  to  defend  the  passage  of 
the  river.  It  was  near  to  one  of  these,  the  gallant 
Sir  Isaac  Brocke  was  killed  on  the  13th  of  October, 
1812,  while  with  400  men  he  gallantly  opposed  the 
landing  of  1500  Americans,  the  whole  of  whom  were 
afterwards  captured  by  General  Sheaflfe. — But  silence 
is  now  on  the  hill,  and  from  the  crumbling  field-work, 
the  stranger's  eye  dwells  with  admiration  on  the 
winding  course  of  the  Niagara ;  the  rich  adjacent 
country  ;  the  opposite  fortresses  at  its  mouth  ;  the 
blue  expanse  of  Lake  Ontario,  with  the  white  build- 
ings of  York  just  glimmering  on  the  horizon;  and 
beyond  them  a  continuation  of  the  same  heights  on 
which  he  stands,  fading  indistinctly  into  the  sky. 

At  Queenston  I  commenced  a  new,  and  infinitely 
more  convenient  mode  of  travelling,  viz.  in  my  own 
carriage;  this  being  a  light  Jersey  waggon,  (a  ma- 
chine I  have  already  described,  by  the  name  of 
a  Dearborn,)  for  which  I  gave  at  second  hand,  130 
dollars  ;  it  was  consequently  above  the  million  in  ap- 
pearance. My  steed,  a  hardy  Canadian,  bred  in  the 
neighbourhood,  cost  me  70  dollars  ;  and  with  such 


NIAGARA    FRONTIER.  127 

preparation,  a   man   may  travel  comfortably  from  Pe- 
nobscot  to  New  Orleans. 

It  was  a  fine  aiilumiial  morning,  (October  4,)  when 
I  put  my  equipage  in  niolion  froui  Qneenston,  towards 
York,  accompanied  by  a  friend,  and  a  favourite 
pointer.  The  road  follows  ihe  line  of  Ihe  heights, 
from  which  it  is  separated  by  an  open  meadow,  stud- 
ded with  clumps  of  trees,  over  many  of  whit  h  llie 
wild  vine  had  woven  natural  bowers,  but  its  graceful 
festooning  is  all  its  merit  ;  for  the  grapes  are  small 
and  sour.  The  peculiarity  of  the  Genesee  road  ig 
renewed  here,  or  rather  it  is  the  same  feature  con- 
tinued, and  runs  along  a  second  bank,  about  twenty 
feet  high,  which  follows  generally  the  direction  of 
the  ridge,  at  a  distance,  varj  ing  from  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  to  a  league.  This  little  elevation  gives  a  pleas- 
ing view,  to  the  right  of  a  fertile  country,  newly  re- 
deemed from  the  forest,  while  the  steep,  and  some- 
times perpendicular  wall  of  limestone,  wooded  to  its 
summit,  magnificently  bars   the   prospect   on  the  left. 

IMany  small  streams  descend  from  the  mountain  to 
the  lake,  and  where  they  have  worn  their  channel 
through  the  second  bank,  cause  pretty  sharp  dips  in 
the  road.  They  are  all  numerically,  and  vaguely 
enough,  named  by  their  once  reputed  distances  from 
Fort  Geori^e,  as  the  two,  four,  six,  eight,  ten,  twelve 
Wile  Creeks.  The  village  of  St.  David's  stands  on 
the  Four  Mile  Creek,  and  seems  retiring  into  a  nook 
of  the  mountain.  A  newspaper  is  printed  here,  and 
edited  with  ability  :  there  are  also  two  saddlers' 
shops,  at  one  of  which  I  purchased  a  neat  single 
harness  for  thirty  dollars,  when  1  set  up  my  equipage. 
There  are  SL'\cral  miles  of  pine  forest  betwixt  St. 
David's  and  the  Twelve  Mile  Creek,  which,  though 
little  interesting  to  an  agriculturist,  are  not,  I  think, 
without  a  charm  for  the  traveller  whose  business  is 
merely  to  hunt  out  any  combination  of  forms  and 
colours,  in  which  either  eyes,  or  fancy  may  find  their 
account.     Its  smooth  brown  flooring  ;  straight  trunks, 
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shooting  lip  like  endles:*  vistas  of  Gotiiick  columns  ; 
the  vaiillin^  of  ilark  folia-^e  above  them;  the  univer- 
sal stiiliiess,  and  even  the  resinous  fragrance,  so  pow- 
erful on  a  hot  day,  coinbine  to  produce  in  the  mmd 
a  soleain,  and  almost  religious  feeling.  "  Ilia  proce- 
ritas  s^'lvse,  et  secretum  loci,  et  admjratio  umbras, 
fidem  numinis  facit."  There  is  a  scattered  hamlet 
and  court-house  round  the  steep  banks  of  the  Twelve 
Mile  Creek;  we  stopped  to  bait  our  steed  and  selves 
a  tew  miles  beyond,  at  a  solitary  log  hut  in  the  cen- 
tre of  a  forest  ;  where,  besides  oats,  we  found  excel- 
lent spruce  beer  made  on  the  spot,  and  gingerbread 
cakes,  as  the  ^sign  specified,  being  underwritten, 
"  Cakes  and  Beer?*  '  VVe  arrived  at  the  Forty  Mile 
Creek  in  the  du^k  of  the  evening;  the  principal 
tavern  was  full,  so  we  went  to  the  second,  where  we 
were  somewhat  crossly  received  by  an  old  Irish  land- 
lady ;  luckily,  however,  she  recovered  her  good  tem^ 
per  on  perceiving  us  to  be  English  officers,  a  species 
of  animal  she  had  learnt,  during  the  war,  to  treat 
with  civility  :  her  son  had  served  in  the  militia,  in 
token  of  which  he  was  most  obstreperously  loyal, 
both  in  speech  and  song,  during  the  whole  evening. 
A  fowl  was  speedily  consigned  from  its  slumbers  to 
the  [)ot,  and  served  up,  with  the  et-ceteras  of  the  tea- 
table.  The  little  room,  or  rather  closet,  in  which 
we  supped,  contained  a  bed  for  one  of  us  ;  the  other 
was  to  sleep  in  the  chamber  above:  an  inspection, 
however,  of  the  family  loft  so  termed,  induced  me 
to  alter  this  arrangement,  by  having  my  bed  made 
up  in  the  closet,  which  just  held  the  two,  and  stand- 
ing room  betwixt  them.  I  was  also  forced  to  make 
another  infringement  on  the  customs  of  the  house, 
by  requesting  an  additional  sheet  to  the  one,  usually 
deemed  sufficient.  My  friend  walked  out  before 
breakfast,  and  shot,  immediately  round  the  house, 
several  quail,  a  brace  of  woodcocks,  and  a  partridge. 
The  quails  frequent  the  buck-wheat,  at  this  season, 
in  great  numbers  ;  we  frequently  saw  bevies  of  them 
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by  \he  road  side.     The  American  woodcock  is  small- 
er than  ourr>  ;  iu  breast    and  belly   are  ot   a    dirlyish 
pink.      The  partridge  is  more  |)ro|)erly   a   species  of 
pheasani,    very  nearly  resembling   our   hen-pheasant, 
lioth  in    size  and    jdiimaiie,  and  is   seldom   lound    but 
in  woods.      On    ^ellinl:  utl*  to   continue   our  journey, 
we  look  I  he  pomler  into  the  wag^^on,  upon  which  our 
lio«<t  e\«  lainied   "  I'll  be  Iianiied,   if  you    Englishmen 
are  !iot  fonder  of  your  dogs   tlian  of  your  wives;" — 
noi-  wonld  this  be  any  misplaced   degiee  of  aflection, 
were  we  all  wived  like  mine  host.     The  road  contin- 
utH  to  Stony  Creek,  following,  as   before,   the  direc- 
tion of  the  heigiils,  with  little  liiversity  of  landscape, 
except  such  as    arises  from  their  occasional  windings, 
and    darlviy-wooded    recesses.      At   Stony    Creek   it 
breaks   olF  lo    the   right,   towards    the    lake,  and    ap- 
proaches the  outlet  of  Burlingtoti-bay  by  a  loi.g  neck 
of  flat  deep  sand,   thinly  covered    with   coarse  grass, 
and  a  few  bushes  and  dwarf  oaks.     There  is  a  pleas- 
inj;  view  from  the    bridge,  up  the    bay  to  Burlington, 
which  is  built   on   an   etevated    peninsula  :   beyond   it 
lies  ar.otlier  small   lake,  aptly    denominated    ''Coot's 
Paradise,"    from    which    the   land    rises  to   the  ridge, 
wliose  bold  sweeping  line  encloses,   with   an   amphi- 
theatre of  wood>,  the  little  village  of  Dundas,  and  all 
the  country  in    that  direction.      We  stopped    to  bait 
at    a    ta>ern   of    a   sul)stantial   appearance,   near  the 
bridge,    and    looking    to    Lake    Ontario.      Our   host, 
whose  portly  figure  reflected  no  disgrace   on   the   ap- 
pearance   ot    1)1^   house,    received   us   with   bustling 
importance.     "  \\  hat    could    we     have    to    eat  ?" — 
**  Whatever    you    please,"    was  the    reply,   he   had 
every  thing  in  the  house — "Well   then  a  veal  cotlet, 
as  we  are  in  haste."     He  went  in,   and    presently  re- 
turned, protesting  his  wife  was   cpiite   out  of  humour 
at  our   thinking  of  veal   cutlets,   when    the   veal    had 
been   killed    a    fortnight.—"  Well    then,    we    are   not 
particular,  a  pork  chop  will  do" — but  the  pork   chop 
only  increased  the  storm. — "  How   could  we  expect 
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a  pork  chop  when  the  pork  was  all  sailed  ?" — **  Body 
of  us,  mine  host,'*  then  said  1,  in  the  feelings  of 
Sancho  Panza  under  siaiilar  vexations,  "  what  can 
we  have?" — Why  we  could  ha\e  bread  and  cheese, 
or  butter,  if  we  preferred  it ;  and  bread  and  butter 
it  was,  seasoned  however  by  Bonniface's  eulogiuin 
on  his  own  generosity  in  keeping  a  tavern,  which  he 
did,  (he  said,)  not  for  the  sake  of  profit,  but  because 
his  feelings  would  not  suffer  hiin  to  send  travellers 
from  his  door,  albeit  his  wife  was  much  vexed  at 
this  benevolence. 

A  little  way  from  this  tavern  stands  the  house  built 
by  our  government  for  the  Moliawk  chief,  Brandt, 
in  recompense  of  his  services  during  the  American 
war.  It  is  a  large  sash-windowed  house,  opposite  to 
the  lake,  and  superiour  in  appearance  to  most  bouses 
in  the  Province.  His  wife  was  living  in  it  at  ihis 
time,  but  his  son,  with  whom  I  had  become  acquaint- 
ed at  Kingston,  was  at  York.  He  is  a  fine  young 
man,  of  gentlemanly  manners,  and  appearance,  speaks 
and  writes  English  agreeably  and  correctly,  and 
dresses  in  the  English  fashion,  retaining  only  the 
mocassins  of  his  Indian  habit.  He  served  during 
the  war,  among  his  own  people,  with  the  rank  and 
pay  of  a  Lieutenant,  which  he  still  holds. 

It  took  us  three  hours  to  accomplish  the  five  miles 
of  road,  betwixt  the  head  of  the  lake  and  the  main 
road,  called  Dundas-street,  which  runs  from  York 
towards  Lake  Erie,  and  Amherstsberg.  We  halted 
for  the  night  at  Hopkins's  inn,  where  we  found  all 
the  cleanliness  and  comfort  a  traveller  can  desire, 
with  the  alloy  of  but  one  little  accident.  Our  game 
was  to  be  cooked  for  supper;  a  thought  flashed  us 
like  lightning,  while  the  preparations  were  going  on 
in  an  outer  room  ;  my  friend  rushed  out,  it  was  too 
late;  the  sacrilege  had  been  committed;  the  wood- 
cocks had  been  profanely  gutted,  and  were  tossed 
ignobly,  to  be  stewed  in  a  common  pot  with  the  other 
birds :   their  excellence,  however,   though  thus   bar- 
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barously  deerailed,  could   not   be   extinsiuished,    and 
Oiir  appetiles  paid   a  jiiist  tribute  to  merit  in  disguise. 

The  tare  ol  ibe  country,  lioin  the  he;id  of  the 
lake  to  York,  is  less  varied  than  that  of  the  Niagara 
frontier.  The  thread  of  beltleinents  ii  slender,  and 
freqiienlly  interrupted  by  long  tracts  of  iieinlock- 
swaiiip,  and  pine  barren;*.  The  banks  of  the  several 
streams  wjiicli  descend  to  the  lake,  are,  like  those  of 
the  frontier,  bold  and  sleep,  exhibiting;  strata  of 
cruinblins;  red  clay-fclate.  The  river  Credit  is  an 
Indian  reserve,  well  stocked  w  ilh  salmon  :  we  found 
a  family  encamped  on  its  banks,  drying  fish. 

There  is  a  good  briilge  over  the  rocky  bed  of  the 
Humber,  and  large  mills  near  it.  The  surface  of 
the  whole  country  seems  flat;  1  did  not  observe  a 
single  hill,  or  ine(piality,  but  such  as  have  been  evi- 
dently formed  by  streams,  descefiding  over  a  soil 
little  tenacious  ;  and  as  the  banks  of  all  these  are 
very  lofty,  there  is  probably  a  considerable,  though 
gradual,  slope  of  the  whole  country  down  to  the  lake, 
the  shores  of  which  have  no  elevation  wortliy  of  notice. 
From  the  Humber  to  York  is  a  uniform  tract  of 
sandy  pine-barren,  unsusceptible  of  culture  ;  a  change 
of  feature,  probably  connected  with  the  ancient  his- 
tory and  revolutions  of  the  lake. 

York  being  the  seat  of  government  for  the  upper 
province,  is  a  place  of  considerable  i;npo!  tance  in 
the  e>es  of  its  inhabitants  ;  to  a  stranger,  however, 
it  presents  little  more  than  about  100  wooden  houses, 
several  of  them  conveniently,  and  e\en  elegantly 
built,  and  I  think  one,  or  perhaps  two,  of  brick. 
The  publick  buildings  were  destroyed  by  the  Ameri- 
cans;  but  as  no  rtiins  of  them  are  visible,  we  must 
conclude,  either,  that  the  destruction  exceeded  the 
desolation  of  Jerusalem,  or  that  the  loss  to  the  arts 
is  not  quite  irreparable.  I  believe  they  did  not  leave 
one  stone  upon  another,  for  they  did  not  find  one. 
Before  the  city,  a  long  flat  tongue  of  land  runs  into  the 
lake,    called    Gibraltar    Point,  probably    from   being 
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very  unlike  Gibraltar.  York  wholly  useless,  either 
as  a  port,  or  military  post,  would  sink  into  a  village, 
and  the  seat  of  government  be  transferred  to  Kings- 
ton, but  for  the  influence  of  those,  whose  pro- 
perty in  the  place  would  be  depreciated  by  the 
change. 

My  friend  having  returned  to  Queenston  by  wafer, 
I  left' York  with  no  companion  but  my  dog,  frequent- 
ly repeating,  as  my  wain  dragged  heavil\  o\er  the 
logged  roads,  which  cross  the  iwanipy  woods  round 
the  Mocaco  and  Etobico,  the  verses  of  Petrarca  : 

"  Solo  e  pensoso  i  pia  deserti  Campi 
"  Vo  misurando  a  passi  tardi,  e  lenti." 

Nothing  looks  less  cheerful  than  the  hut  of  a  pri- 
mitive settler,  especially  when  isolated  in  the  mass  of 
a  dark  heavy  forest  ;  yet  it  is  the  first  glance  only 
which  is  unpleasant,  the  second  shews  present  com- 
fort, and  progressional  improvement.  I  do  not  re- 
member to  have  seen  one  of  them  abandoned,  except 
for  a  better  house  :  there  are  more  ruined  cottages  in 
the  vicinity  of  Cork,  than  in  all  North  America. 

A  few  miles  beyond  Hopkins's  inn,  the  road  as- 
cends the  limestone  ridge,  and  sometimes  runs  so 
near  the  edge  of  it,  that  by  stepping  aside  a  few 
yards,  the  traveller  perceives  the  level  country  he 
is  traversing  to  be  a  terrace,  about  300  feet  above 
the  level  of  the  lake.  I  descended  by  a  road,  so 
precipitous,  as  nearly  to  resemble,  at  its  summit,  an 
irregular  flight  of  steps,  to  the  village  of  Dundas, 
enclosed  within  the,  rich  woods  and  angles  of  the 
heights:  in  fact,  its  territory  is  so  much  contracted 
by  them,  that  it  will  admit  of  little  increase  of  popu- 
lation ;  and  there  is  about  it  a  stagnant  aspect,  very 
unlike  that  of  its  neighbour  Ancaster.  To  reach 
Ancaster,  the  ridge,  or  mountain,  as  it  is  called  here, 
must  "  with  toilsome  march"  be  again  ascended.  A 
stream  gushing  from  the   rocks   above,   turns  several 
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mills  by  the  roadside,  and  forms  a  pleasing  cascade 
in  the  glen  near  ifs  fountain.  Having  mounted  the 
heigiit,  and  entered  tlie  village,  I  was  agreeably  sur- 
prised to  find  a  tavern,  superiour  both  in  size  and  ap- 
pearance to  any  thing  1  had  expected  in  a  village  ^o 
remote  from  any  great  line  of  tra\eHing.  On  calling 
for  the  ostler,  1  was  quietly  answered,  "he  wou  d 
come  as  soon  as  he  had  taken  his  tea  ;'*  so  I  manag- 
ed for  myself;  not  caring,  after  a  fatiguing  day's 
journey,  that  my  horse  should  wait  his  inciepeodent 
leisure',  and  the  uncertain  close  of  a  tea-table  con- 
-isalion. 

The  landlady,  a  very  obliging  woman,  apologized 
afterwards  for  this  inattention,  on  the  ground  ol  the 
impossibility  of  procuring  good  s#»rvanis  ;  and  I  men- 
tion this  incident,  one  of  many  similar,  to  shew  iliat 
this  free  and  easy  behaviour  of  the  lower  classes, 
which  Knglish  travel'.eis  so  frequently  complain  of 
in  the  Stafes,  and  attribute  to  iheir  R^^publican  prin- 
ciples, is  common  enough  under  our  own  (ioxern- 
ment,  whenever  the  supply  of  labour  is  dispropor- 
tionate to  llie  demand  for  it. 

Ancaster  has  a  smiling  aspect :  new  shops  and 
houses,  superiour  in  size,  and  architecture,  lo  the  old, 
are  building  rapidly.  Its  site  is  picturesquely  grand, 
and  the  neighbourhood  thickly  spread  wiih  improving 
farms.  Ancaster  merits  to  be  the  metropolis  of 
Upper  Canada. 

A  gentleman,  to  whom  young  Brandt  had  given 
me  a  letter  of  introduction,  having  some  friend  travel- 
ling towards  the  Grand  Ri\er,  I  set  off,  the  next 
morning  after  my  arrival,  for  the  Indian  settlements. 
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CHAPTER   XXll 


INDIANS  OF  THE  GRAND  RIVER. 


The  powerful  Indian  confederacy,  known  by  the 
name  of  Massawoomics,  or  Five  Nations,  originally 
occupied  the  whole  of  the  country  betwixt  the  lakes, 
and  the  Aliegany  ridges,  from  the  sources  of  the 
Ohio  to  the  banks  of  the  Hudson.  They  were 
known,  and  dreaded  by  the  French  Canadians,  under 
the  name  of  Troquois.  "  Each  village,  or  canton," 
writes  L^hontan,  in  1684,  "  contains  14,000  soids,  of 
whom  1500  bear  arms.'*  In  1TI2,  they  received  the 
Tuscaroras  into  their  confederacy,  and  made  them 
the  sixth  nation.  "  All  the  confederated  tribes," 
says  Morse,  "except  the  Oneidas,  and  Tusca- 
roras, sided  with  the  British  in  the  late  war,  and 
fought  against  the  Americans."  In  \779  they  were 
attacked  by  general  Sullivan,  and  driven  to  Niagara; 
their  numbers  were  at  this  tiine  estimated  by  Dodge 
at  1580.  At  Niagara,  many  of  them  died,  "from 
being  obliged,"  says  Morse,  *'  to  live  on  salted  pro- 
visons."  The  remainder  had  the  lands  round  the 
Grand  River  assigried  them  for  their  support,  by  our 
government,  where  they  have  since  resided,  with 
the  Datawares  and  Missisagas,  joint  sufferers  in  the 
same  cause;  the  latter  of  whom  have  given  their 
naine  to  tbe  new  fort  opposite  to  Fort  Niagara.  It 
is  probable,  however,  from  the  villages  of  the  Six 
Nations  still  to  be  found  within  the  territory  of  the 
Slate  of  New  York,  that,  besides,  the  Oneidas  and 
Tuscaroras,  portions  of  the  other  four  tribes,  in  op- 
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position  to  the  general  disposilion  of  their  nation,  at- 
tached themselves  to  the  American  cause  :  a  species 
of  national  disunion,  resulting  from  an  excess  of  in- 
dividual treedom,  which  has,  on  every  occasion  of 
hostilities,  whetted  the  tomahawk  of  kindred  war- 
riours,  for  the  destruction  of  tlicir  own  clan. 

The    Mohawks    have    always   been   esteemed    the 
head  of  the    confederacy.     They    were    strongly  at- 
tached to  the  British  interest,   and  Grst  followed  Sir 
AVilliam  Johnson  into  CTanada,  under  their   chieftain, 
"  the  Monster  Brandt."     The  Monster  had,  however, 
some  good  qualities,     lie  accustomed   his   people   to 
the  arts  of  civilized  life,  and  made   farmers   of  them. 
He  built  a  church,  and  translated  one  of  the  Gospels 
into    the    Mohaw  k    language  ;    for,    like   Ciovis,   and 
many  of  the  early  Anglo-Saxon,   and   Danish   Chris- 
tians, he  contrived  to  unite   much  religious  zeal   with 
the   practices   of  natural   ferocity.      His   grave   is   to 
be  seen  under  the  walls  of  his  church.      1  have  men- 
tioned one  of  his  sons  :  he  has  also  a  daughter  living, 
who    would    not    disgrace   the    circles   of   European 
fashion  :    her  face,  and  person  are  fine   and   graceful : 
she  speaks  English,  not  only  correctly,  but  elegantly  ; 
and  has,  both   in  her  speech   and  manners,  a   softness 
approaching  to  Oriental  languor  :  she  retains  so  much 
of   her    national    dress    as    to    identify    her  with   her 
people,   over   whom    she   affects   no  superiority,   but. 
seems  pleased  to  preserve  all  the   lies,  and    duties  of 
relationship.      She  held  the   infant  of  one   of  her  re- 
lati(His  at  the  font,  on  the  Sunday  of  my  visit    to  the 
churcii.      Tl  c  usual   church,   and    baptismal   service 
was  performed   by  a    Dr.  Aaron,   an   Indian,   and    an 
assistant  priest  ;   the  congregation   consisted  of  60  cr 
70   persons,  male   and    female  :   many    of  the   young 
men  were  dressed  in  the  English  fashion,  but  several 
of  the  old  warriours  came  with  their  blankets,  folded 
o\er    them,    like    the    drapery    of   a  statue;  and    in 
this   dress,    with    a  step   and    mein   of  quiet   energy, 
more  forcibly  reminded   me  of  \\\e  ancient   Romans 
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than  some  other  inhabKants  of  this  continent,  who 
have  laid  claim  to  the  resemblance.  Some  of  them 
wore  large  silver  crosses,  medals,  and  other  trinkets, 
on  their  backs  and  breasts  ;  and  a  few  had  bandeaus, 
ornanented  with  feathers.  Dr.  Aaron,  a  grey-head- 
ed Mohawk,  had  touched  his  cheeks  and  forehead 
with  a  few  spots  of  verrnillion,  in  honour  of  Sunday  : 
he  wore  a  surplice,  and  preached  at  considerable 
length  ;  but  his  delivery  was  unimpassioned,  and 
monotonous  in  the  extreme.  Indian  eloquence  de- 
cays with  the  peculiar  state  of  society  to  which  it 
owed  its  energy. 

The  Mohawk  village  stands  on  a  little  plain,  look- 
ins;  down  up6n  the  Grand  river  ;  upon  the  alluvion 
of  which  the  inhabitants  raise  their  crops,  chiefly  of 
Indian  corn.  Their  liouses  are  built  of  logs,  rudely 
put  together,  and  exhibiting  externally  a  great  ap- 
pearance of  neglect,  and  want  of  comfort.  Some  few 
are  in  a  better  condition  :  the  house  beloniiing  to 
Brandt's  family  resembles  that  of  a  petty  English 
farmer;  Dr.  Aaron's  was  neat  and  clean.  The  Doc- 
tor, who  had  been  regularly  ordained,  and  spoke  very 
good  English,  told  me  the  village  had  been  injured 
much  by  the  war,  which  had  put  a  stop  to  its  im- 
provements, and  dispersed  the  inhabitants  over  the 
country.  This  is  probable  enough  :  the  Indians  ad- 
vance towards  civilized  life  with  a  forced  motion, 
and  revert  to  habits  of  warfare,  and  wandering,  with 
a  natural  rebound.  The  Cayugas  seem  to  have 
made  less  progress  than  the  Mohawks,  towards  do- 
mestick  accommodation  :  the  fire  is  still  in  the  middle 
of  their  dwellings  :  the  earth,  or  a  block  of  wood,  suffi- 
ces for  chair  and  table  ;  and  planks,  arranged  round 
the  walls,  like  cabin  births,  form  their  beds.  They 
seemed  very  cheerful,  though  with  little  reason ;  for 
their  crop  of  Indian  corn,  which  they  were  now 
drying  and  husking,  had  been  spoiled  by  premature 
frost,  and  in  common  with  all  the  other  Indians  of 
the  settlement,  their  only  resource   against  starva- 


INDIANS    OF    THE    GRAND    RIVER.  13? 

tion,  was  Ihc  British  Commissariat.  They  confine 
themselves  lo  the  cultivation  of  Indian  corn,  because 
It  recjiiires  hitle  labour,  and  of  tiiat  sort  which  may 
be  pel  formed  Uy  women;  the  consequence  is,  that 
a  sin<ile  Irosty  ni^ht  strikes  them  with  fanjine,  or  at 
least  ihiovvs  tfiem  for  support  upon  tlie  magazine  of 
Kiniislon.  Tije  evil  and  remedy  proceed  liom  the 
same  source  :  an  habitual  dependance  on  our  bounty 
destroys,  by  rendering  needless,  all  exertion  towards 
self-support.  Bui  from  the  system  of  Indiarj  tuielage 
results  Ihe  necessity  of  guardianship,  that  is,  of  tlie 
Indian  department,  ihiough  whicli  some  thousands 
of  Ihe  publick  m«)ney  are  annually  filtered  :  a  plentiful 
harvest  on  the  Grand  River  would  destroy  golden 
crops  of  place  and  patronage. 

1  had  little  opporiunity  of  observing  their  manners 
and  cliaracter.      It    may    be    conjectured    that    Euro- 
pean   intercourse     is   fast   obiileraling   the   character- 
istick  features  of  their  former   social  system.      Their 
increased    knowledge    of   our    arts    and    enjoyments, 
has  been    probably    followed    by    a  proportionate   in- 
crease   of    wants,    antl    desires,    and    these,    by    the 
usual  accession  of  their  concomitant   passions.      It   is 
likely  they  are  less  brave,    le>;s  teinpeiale,   less  saga- 
cious, and  less  ardent  in   their  social    airections,    than 
their  woodland  anceslors  ;  but  also  less  cruel  and  re- 
vengeful, more  selli^h,   and    more   religious.      In    the 
vicinity  o*'  their  setllements  they  have  the  character 
of  being  molfensive  neighbours,  and  of  living  peacea- 
bly among    themselves,   except   when   under   the   oc- 
casional   influence    of   intoxication.  «  Their   manners 
seemed  to  me  remarkable  for   i.olhing  so  much  as  for 
that  quiet  self-possession,    which   constitutes    the   re- 
verse of  vulgarity.     Their   women,  before  strangers, 
are  extremely  timid  :   most  of  those  who  lived  at  any 
distance  from  the  church,   came  mounted,  with    their 
husbands   walking  by  their  sides;  a  symptoni,^ per- 
haps, that  the  sex    is  rising  among  them   into  an  Eu- 
ropean equality  of  rights  and  enjoyments. 

18 
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The  whole  of  the  setllemtnts  are   reckonerl  to  fur- 
nish dboiit  500  wai-rioius  to  our  Government.   These, 
if  not  the  best,  are  certainly  the  ciearesl  ol  our  allies  : 
besides   the  suppoil  of  thernseKes  and    their  faMnlies 
during  war,   several  thousands  are  expended  annually 
in  cioalhing,  and  nick-nacks,   under   the  name  of  pre- 
sents.    Every  accidental  loss,  from  failure   of  crops, 
or  other  disasters,    they  are  in    the   habit  of  expect- 
ing should  be    made   good    by  the   liberality  of  their 
"Great  Fathei,*'   whose   means    and   generosity  they 
are  well  disposed  to  consider  as    unbounded  ;  an  idea 
which  his  agents  are  little  careful  to  repress.      During 
the  late  war  they  behaved  with  the    cautious  courage 
of  German  auxiliaries,  evidently    considering  it    their 
first  interest   to    spare   theniselves,   their   second,    to 
serve  their   father;  a    mode   of  conduct    which    was 
nearly  resented    by  the    more   enterprisins;  warriours 
of  the  West,  who  had  taken   up  the    hatchet    froui    a 
strong    feeling   of   necessity,  and   hatred   to   the  en- 
croachments of  the  Americans.      Among   these,    the 
most  distinguished  was  Tecumseh,  a  Shawnee  chief- 
tain, whose  courage    and  commanding   talents  recom- 
mended liim,  early  in  the  war,  not  only  to  the  notice, 
but   to   the    personal    esteem    and    admiration    of   Sir 
Isaac  Brocke.^     Tecumseh  perceived  the  necessity 
of  a  general  Indian  confederacy,  as   the   only  perma- 
nent barrier  to  the   dominion   of  the   States.      What 
he   had   the  genius  to  conceive,  he  had  tlie  talents   to 
execute  :  eloquence,  and    address,  courage,   penetra- 
tion, and  what  i>i  an  Indian  is   more   remarkable  than 
these,    undeviating'  temperance.     Under   better  aus- 

*  The  General,  one  day.  presented  him  with  the  sash  he  had 
worn  on  his  own  person.  Tf  cnmseb  received  it  with  great 
emotion,  and  l^egged  the  General  to  consider,  that  if  he  re- 
frained from  wearing  it  himself,  it  was  from  an  anxiety  to  pre- 
vent the  jealonsy.  which  such  an  honour  conferred  on  a  young 
chieftain,  might  excite  among  the  older  Indian  captains ;  but 
that  he  would  send  it  to  his  family,  to  be  preserved  as  an  eter- 
nal memorial  of  bis  father's  frieodsbip. 
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pices,  this  Aniphicfyonick  league  might  have  been 
elTecred;  but  after  the  death  of  his  friend  and  patron, 
he  found  no  kimlred  s)»irit  with  whom  to  act  ;  but 
stim^C  with  grief  and  indiination,  after  upbraiding,  in 
the  bitterest  sarcasn'^,*  the  retreat  of  our  forces, 
he  engaged  an  A'lierican  detachment  of  mounted 
riflemen,  near  the  INlorinian  village,  and  having  rush- 
ed forward,  singly,  to  enror.nter  their  cornmuiding 
officer,  whom  he  mistook  for  General  Harrison,  he 
fell  by  a  pistol  b:dl.  The  exultations  of  the  Ameri- 
cans on  his  death,  afford  unerring,  because  unitite^nd- 
ed,  evidence  of  the  dread  his  talents  had  inspired. f 

TO  THE  MEMORY  OF  TECUMSEH. 

Tecumseh  h^s  no  grrnve,  !mt  ea2:les  dipt 

Th^'ir  riv'nini:  beiks,  a>i<l  drank  liis  stout  heart's  tide, 

Leavinir  his  Mon'^s  to  \\hiten  where  he  died  : 
His  skin  by  Christian  tom;<li.iwks  was  siript 

From  the  b.T'd  filirf^l — Im,  f)(ence  of  <»ride  ! 
Triumi'hHnt  oVr  the  ernth-worm,  hut  in  vain 

De*  min?  th'  imoa^sive  s:  irit  to  deride, 
Which,  nothirg  or  immortal,  knows  no  pain  ! 


♦"Icompiro"  said  he,  speaking  of  the  author  of  this  re- 
treat, *'our  faiher  to  a  fat  white  i\o^.  who.  in  the  season  of 
prosperity  carries  his  tail  erect  on  his  back,  hut  drops  it  be- 
twix»  his  legs  and  tiif^s  at  the  approarh  of  danger."  Od  ano- 
ther o<''a«ion  vvhen  by  way  of  pacityin,;  hi-^  remc^nstranrcs  wth 
a  metaphor,  in  the  Indian  manner,  our  romniander  professed 
hisff^adin^ss  to  lav  his  bones  by  liis  side,  "  IVII  the  do^;,"  said 
the  ansriy  ivarrionr.  *'  he  has  too  juuch  regard  for  his  carcass,  to 
lay  his  bones  any  where." 

tThe  offirrr  who  shot  him  was  a  Colonel  Johnson,  who  had 
born  liim«e!f  spvcrelv  wounded  the  moment  before.  Tecum- 
seh t>ore  a  p^r^onil  enmity  to  fHjneral  Ifairi^on,  to  whom  he 
at'rihuled  the  slau^hlpr  of  his  family;  and  had  avowed,  that 
when  they  met,  one  of  them  should  lie  left  on  the  field. 

I  The  riflemen  are  said  to  have  cut  off  strips  of  his  skin,  to 
preserve  as  trophies. 
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Might  ye  torment  him  to  this  earth  again, 
That  were  an  agony  :  his  children's  hlood 
Delug'd  his  soul,  and,  like  a  fiery  8ood, 

Scorch'd  up  his  core  of  being.     Then  the  stain 

Of  flight  was  on  him,  and  the  wringing  thought, 
He  should  no  more  the  crimson  hatchet  raise, 
Nor  drink  from  kin<)red  lips  his  song  of  praise; 

So  Liberty,  he  deem'd,  with  life  was  cheaply  bought. 


t 
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CHAPTER   XXIII. 


THE  FALLS  OF  NIAGARA 


To  describe  the  Falls  of  Ninsara,  is  to  tell  a  thrice- 
told  tale;  yel  few  lan  have  looked  on  this  marvel  of 
nature  with  so  cold  an  eye,  as  not  to  wish  for  some 
record  of  the  emotions  it  occasioned.  The  history 
of  our  sensations,  as  excited  by  the  siiblimest  objects 
of  art  or  nature,  woidd  be  far  worthier  of  perusal, 
than  the  leojends  of  our  vanities  and  passions,  of 
which  history  is,  for  tlie  most  part,  cornpoimded.  It 
is  little,  that  such  spectacles  are  innocent  :  an  en- 
thusiast in  the  fine  arts  has  declareii,  that  no  one 
can  contemplate  the  Apollo  Belvidere  without  feeling 
an  exaltation  of  his  njoral  being.  The  miracles  of 
nature  are  not  less  powerful  :  to  be  conversant  with 
them,  is  to  feel  too  sensibly  the  littleness  of  ordina- 
ry pursuits  and  vulgar  gains,  to  becoaie  deeply  im- 
mersed in  their  polluted  vortex.  By  frequently  gaz- 
ing on  scenes,  in  which  the  power  of  man  is  nothing, 
the  possession  of  that  power  becomes  an  object  of 
indifference  or  contempt  :  we  approach  the  content- 
ment of  Diogenes,  without  its  cynicalness,  and  have 
nothing  to  ask  of  the  masters  of  the  world,  but  that 
they  would  leave  us  the  free  use^f  sky  and  sun- 
shine— a  greater  boon,  indeed,  thanK^hey  are  com- 
monly disposed  to  grant. 

At  Q'leen^lon,  seven  miles  from  the  falls,  their 
sound,  united  with  the  rushing  of  the  river,  is  dis- 
tinctly heard.  At  the  distance  of  about  a  mile,  a 
whife  cloud  hovering  over  the  trees,  indicates  their 
situation  :   it  is  not,  however,  until  the  road  emeiges 
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from  a  close  country  into  the  space  of  open  ground 
ifnfuediately  in  their  vicinity,  that  the  while  voluines 
of  foam  are  seen,  as  if  boiling  up  from  a  sijl[)hurous 
gulpli.  Here  a  foot-path  turns  from  the  road,  to- 
wards a  wooded  clitF.  Tiie  rapids  are  beheld  on  the 
right,  rushing,  for  the  space  of  a  mile,  like  a  tempes- 
tuous sea.  A  narrow  tract  descends  about  60  !eet 
down  the  cliif,  and  continues  across  a  plashy  mea- 
dow, throii2;h  a  copse,  enc.jinbered  wilii  masses  of 
limestone  ;  extricated  from  which,  I  found  myself  on 
the  Table  Rock,  at  the  very  point  'vheie  the  river 
precipitates  itself  info  the  abyss.  The  rapid  'notion 
of  the  water<s,  the  stunning;  noise,  the  mounling 
clouds,  almost  persuade  the  startled  senses,  tha!  the 
rock  itself  is  tofierin;>:,  ^{^<^  on  the  point  of  rolling 
down  info  the  gulph,  which  swallows  up  ihe  mass  of 
descending  waters.  I  bent  over  if,  to  mark  the 
clouds  rolling  white  beneath  me,  as  in  an  inverted 
skv,  illumined  by  a  most  brilliant  rainbow, — one  of 
those  features  of  softness,  which  Nature  delights  to 
pencil  amid  her  wildest  scenes,  tempering  her  awful- 
ness  with  beauty,  and  making  her  very  terrours 
lovely. 

There  is  a  ladder  about  half  a  mile  below  the  Ta- 
ble Rock,  by  which  I  descended  the  cliff,  to  reach 
the  foot  of  the  fall.  Mr.  Weld  has  detailed  the  im- 
pediments and  difficulties  of  this  approach,  and  M. 
Volney  confesses  they  were  such  as  to  overcome 
his  exertions  to  surmount  them  ;  a  few  years,  how- 
ever, have  made  a  great  change ;  the  present  dan- 
gers and  difficulties  may  be  easily  enumerated.  The 
first  is,  the  ordinary  hazard  every  one  runs,  who 
goes  up,  or  down  a  lad<ler  ;  this  is  a  very  good  one 
of  30  s'eps,  or  about  40  feet  ;  from  thence  Ihe  path 
is  a  rou2;h  one,  over  the  fragments  and  masses  of 
rock,  which  have  gradually  crumbled,  or  been  forci- 
blv  riven,  from  the  cliff,  and  which  cover  a  broad 
de«!lining  space,  fro:n  its  base  to  the  river  brink. 
The  only  risk  in  this  part  of  the  pilgrimage,  is  that 
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of  a  broken  shin  from  a  false  step.     The  path  crows 
snioolh  as  it   advances  lo  the    fall,   so    that    the   iimIi- 
viiled  attention  may  be  iii\eii  to  tliis    iniposin;^   spec- 
tacle.     1   felt  a    sentialion  of  awe  as   1    liiew   near    it, 
like  that  caused  by  the  first  cannon  on    the    n.ornin^ 
of  battle.      1    passed    from   sunshine  into  gloom    and 
tempest:   the   spray  beat    down    in   a    lieavy    lain;  a 
Tioient  wind  rushed  from  behind  the   sheet  of  winter: 
it   WHS  ditlicult    to  respire,  and  lor  a  moment,  it  seem- 
ed  leuirnty  to  encounter  the  convulsive   workintis  of 
the    elements,    and    intrude   into  the    dark   dwellings 
of  I  heir  power  :  but  the  dancer  is  in  appearance  only  ; 
it  IS  pos>ible  to  penetrate  but  a  few  steps  behind  the 
curiam   and    in    tliese  few,    there    is    no   hazard  ;   the 
footuv>  is  good,  and    the  space  sufficiently  broad    and 
free  :   tliere  i^  not   even  a  necessity  for   a   guide,    two 
eye>  amply  suMice  to  point  out  all  that  is    to  be    seen 
or  avoided.      During  my  first    visit,    there    were   two 
youni5    American    ladies    on    the   same    erran<l,    who 
were  drenched,  as    well   as   myself,   in   the    cloud   of 
spray.      In  my   opinion,  more  is  lost  than    gained,  by 
thi.-.  facility.      The  etFect  produced  upon  us,   by  any 
object  of  admiration,    is   increased  b}   the    difficulties 
of  aj)[)r<)aching  it:   the  imagination  <ioes  not  "iilier   to 
be  tiirown  away,  a  single  particle  of  all  that  lias  been 
e\|)ended  in  the  pursuit  :   lovers   and    pilgrims    know 
this;  bring  a   Baptist's    head,   or  e\en    the   wood  of 
the  true  cross,  lo  the   believer's  door,   they  will   soon 
lose  all  power  over  his  fancy.      Objects,    indeed,    of 
real  beauty     or  sublimity,    are  privileged  never  whol- 
ly to  fail  of  their  effect,   w  hatever  may  be  the  disad- 
vantages  under  which  they  are  seen  ;  still  it  may  be. 
and  is,  weakened  by  them.      Are  the  feelings  excited 
by   the  Elgin  marbles,  when  we  view    them,  elbowed 
by    groups    of    simpering    fashionables,    and    gaping 
tradesmen,    the    same    with    those    they    must    have 
awakened  in  the  bosom  of  the  lonely  traveller,  sitting 
before  the    fane  of  Theseus  ? — For    Niagara,   1   fore- 
see that  in  a  few  years   travellers  will  find  a  finger 
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post,  "  To  the  Falls'  Tea  Gardens,"  with  cakes  and 
retreahmenU,  set  out  on  the  Table  Rock. 

The  name  of  'Mhe  Horse  shoe,"  hitherto  given  to 
the  larger  Fail,  is  no  longer  applicable  :  it  has  be- 
corne  an  acute  angle.  M.  Volney  and  Mr.  Weld 
have  observed  this  change.^  An  oflScer,  who  had 
been  stationed  in  the  neighbourhood  thirty  years, 
pointed  out  to  rne  the  alteration  which  hrid  taken 
place  in  the  centre  of  the  Fall,  which  he  estimated 
at  about  eighteen  feet  in  the  thirty  years.  M.  Vol- 
ney, speaking  of  the  limestone  ridge  at  Qneenston, 
observes,  "  Pour  quiconque  examine  avec  attention 
toutes  les  circonstances  de  ce  local,  il  devient  evi- 
dent que  c'est  ici  que  la  chute  a  d'abord  commence, 
et  que  c'est  en  sciant,  pour  ainsi  dire,  les  banes  dii 
rocher  que  le  fleuve  a  creu?e  le  ravin,  et  recule 
d'a^e  en  a;e  sa  breche  jusq'au  lieu  ou  est  mainten- 
ant  la  cascade."  It  does  not  seem  that  any  objec- 
tion lies  against  this  theory,  for  admitting  that  the 
present  bed  of  the  Fall  wears  away,  and  recedes,  as 
it  evidently  does,  there  is  no  reason  to  set  any  other 
limit  to  the  commencement  of  this  action,  than  the 
commencement  of  the  impediment  by  which  it  is 
caused.  It  confirms  this  hypothesis,  that  from 
Queenston  to  the  foot  of  the  Falls  there  are  no 
islands,  though  at,  and  above  them,  there  are  many. 
Upon  this  supposition,  then,  and  from  the  rough 
estimate  hitherto  formed,  some  calculation  may  be 
made,  approximating  to  the  probable  length  of  time 
the  river  has  euiployed  in  thus  wearing  its  way  back- 
wards. The  distance  is  about  six  miles;  and  as  the 
substance  to  be  worn  away  is  homogeneous,  the  pro- 
gress would  be  tolerably  uniform  in  uniform  spaces 
of  time  :   the  result,  however,  startles  our  chronology. 

*  Les  plus  vleiix  habitans  dii  pavs,  comme  I'observe  M.  Weld,  se 
rapellent  avoii'  vii  la  citaracle  plus  avancee  de  plusL-urs  pas.  Un  officier 
Anglois,  stationne  depuis  treiite  atis  au  Fort  Erie,  liii  cita  des  fails  positifs, 
proTivant  que  des  lochers.  alors  existans,  avaient  ete  mines  et  eogloutis,— 
Climat  D'Amerique,  T.  i.  p.   119. 
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M.  Volney  denominates  tlie  limestone  of  this  fron- 
tier'* /;r///ii/j/,  on  ckrifstidlisi.^*  It  however  con- 
tains organick  remains,  a^  well  as  that  of  the  Gene- 
see coimiry,  but  not  in  such  abundance  as  the  bed 
of  Lake  Erie.  Me  considers  it  as  restin*^  "  snr  des 
bancs  de  schiste  bleu,  que  confiennent  una  forte 
dose  de  soutfre."  I  observed  sulphur  oozing  abun- 
dantly tVom  the  clitF  immediately  adjacent  lo,  and 
withirj  the  sprav  of  the  Fall.* 

Tiie  lesser  Fall,  on  the  American  side,  had  a 
considerable  appearance  of  elevation  above  the  bed 
of  the  greater  :  upon  inquiry,  1  found  there  was  a 
ditTerence  of  fit  teen  (eet  between  them,  caused  pro- 
bahly  by  the  greater  weight  of  water  descending 
down  the  latter;  the  etFect  of  the  scene  is  increased 
by   this  circumstance. 

The  island  which  divides  the  Falls  has  been  fre- 
quently visited  of  late  years,  nor,  od«l  as  it  cnay 
seem,  is  it  an  adventure  of  much  hazard.  Examin- 
ing the  map,  it  will  be  seen,  that  at  the  point,  at 
which  the  rapids  commence,  the  current  separates, 
and  is  drawn  on  either  side,  towards  the  two  Falls, 
while  the  centre  of  the  strea'n,  being  in  the  straight 
line  of  the  island,  descends  towards  it  without  any 
violent  attraction  ;  and  down  tliis  still  water  Ameri- 
can boats,  well  marined,  and  provided  with  poles  to 
secure  them  from  the  action  of  the  two  currents,  have 
frequently  dropt,  to  the  Island.  Since,  however, 
the  small  military  post  the  Americans  occupied,  on 
their  side  of  the  river,  has  been  abandoned,  there 
are  no  boats  in  the  neighbourhood,  equal  to  the  at- 
tefnpt. 

Ttie  whirlpool  is  about  half-way  betwixt  Queens- 
ton  and  Niagara.  The  river,  boiling,  and  eddying 
from  the  Falls,  enters  a  circular  basin,  round  which 
the  lofty  cliff  sweeps  like  an  antique  wall,  overgrown 

♦  I  found  gypsum  incorporated  with  the  limestone,  in  sere- 
ral  parts  of  the  cliff. 

IP 
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with  frees  at  its  base,  and  amid  its  clefts  and  crevi- 
ces. The  cause  of  the  whirlpool  is  readily  per- 
ceived by  the  spectator,  who  looks  down,  and  ob- 
serves that  the  stream,  being  compelled  into  this 
basin,  by  the  direction  of  its  channel,  and  unable  to 
escape  with  equal  celerity,  is  forced  to  gain  time  by 
revolving  within  ils  circumference."^ 

The  river  widens  above  the  FhMs.  The  banks 
are  low  and  Ihe  adjoining  country  flat.  The  bridge 
over  the  Chippewa  is  protected  by  a  tele  de  pout : 
the  river  is  properly  a  long  stagnant  creek,  or  drain, 
to  Canby  Marsh,  which  covers  all  the  interiour  of 
the  frontier,  from  the  Grand  River. — Fort  Erie  has 
a  war-worn  aspect,  decayed  both  in  strength  and 
dignity.  A  rag  upon  a  crooked  pole,  was  the  only 
banner,  floating  on  the  evening  breeze:  the  walls 
were  tenandess.  Tlie  original  building  was  a  fortifi- 
ed stone  barrack  :  four  small  bastions  were  com- 
menced before  the  war,  and  one  of  them  partly  faced, 
but  without  curtains.  An  Officer,  who  stood  gover- 
nour  when  hostilities  commenced,  finding  these  works 
too  scattered  and  unconnected  for  his  small  garri- 
son, drew  an  interiour  entrenchment  round  the  bar- 
rack, which  he  declared  to  be  impregnable,  and  as 
he  prudently  avoided  bringing  his  declaration  to  a 
trial,  it  may  still  hold  good.  When  the  Americans 
defended  the  fort  under  General  Brown,  they  con- 
verted each  of  the  bastions  into  a  detached  redoubt  ; 
raised  a  cavalier  battery  on  one  of  them,  and  con- 
nected them  with  abattis  :  It  was  the  accidenlai  ex- 
plosion of  one  of  these,  during  our  assault,  in  Sept. 
1814,  that  saved  their  army  in  its  entrenched  camp, 
on  Snake  Hill,  adjoining   the  fort.f      Snake    Hill  is 

*  The  first  cause  of  this* elbow  in  the  course  of  the  river, 
was  probably  the  opposition  of  some  part  of  the  cliff  on  the 
norOiern  side  of  the  basin,  harder  than  the  rest. 

f  General  Brown  has  admitted  the  explosion  to  have  been 
accidental :  it  toolc  place  after  our  troops  had  possession  of  the 
bastion,  most  probably  by  a  wad's  entering  the  powder  maga- 
zine beneath  it* 
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a  sand-hillock,  on  the  edge  of  the  lake,  and  proves 
how  easy  it  iss,  to  be  a  hill  in  a  flat  conntry.  The 
basin  of  Lake  Erie  is  limestone,  most  inhospitable  to 
eels.  If  abounds  in  organick  remains,  corals,  reeds, 
shells,  &c.,  dillerini:  in  this  respect,  from  the  rock 
round  Nia<;ara^  in  which  tlie  impression  of  a  shell 
is  rarely    to  be  discovered. 

Crossing:  the  Niaii;ara  to  Black  Rock,  by  a  ferry 
three-fonrlhs  of  a  mile  over,  1  again  entered  (he  ter- 
ritory of  the  United  States. 
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BcTFPALO  was  araon^  the  frontier  villages  burnt  dur- 
ing the  war  ;  not  a  house  was  left  standing.  It  is  now 
not  merely  a  flourishing  villaa^e,  but  a  considerable 
town,  with  shops  anthhotels,  which  might  any  where 
be  called  handsome,  and  in  this  part  of  the  country, 
astonishing.  Its  situation  is  highly  advantageous, 
forming  the  extremity  of  the  new  line  of  settled 
country  already  described,  and  communicating  by 
the  Lakes  with  the  Western  States  of  the  Union,  and 
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the  two  Canadas.  The  American  side  of  Lake 
Erie  is  also  settling  fast,  and  Erie  is  alreatly  a  thriv- 
ing town.  Ttje  celerity  with  which  Fiiillalo  has  risen 
from  its  ashes,  indicates  the  juvenile  spirit  of  hfe  and 
increase,  thai  so  eminently  distinguishes  the  Ameri- 
can population  from  the  exhausted  tribes  of  our  he- 
misphere, which  seem,  in  many  countries,  scarcely 
to  preserve  vitiaiity  sufficient  to  bear  up  against  the 
evils  of  inequality  and  bad  governmment.  *'  The 
hot  breath  of  war"  is  scarcely  felt  here,  or,  like 
their  own  forest  corifla2;rations,  is  succeeded  by  a 
livelier  verdure,  and  richer  produce. 

I  found  the  country  as  I  went  on,  thickly  settled,* 
but  dull,  and  uniform  in  feature,  being  an  entire  flat. 
The  autumn  had  been  dry,  and  water  was  so  scarce 
in  many  places,  that  my  horse  was  sometimes  very 
grudgingly  served  with  wliat  had  been  fetched  seve- 
ral miles.  This  is  an  evil  not  uncommon  in  newly 
settled  districts  :  draining  follows  clearing  ;  the  creeks, 
no  longer  fed  by  the  swamps,  disencumbered  also  of 
fallen  trunks  of  trees,  and  other  substances  by  which 
their  waters  were  in  a  great  degree  stayed,  easily 
run  dry  in  summer,  and  soon  fail  altogether. 

The  principal  inn  at  Batavia  is  large,,  and  yet  upon 
an  economical  princijjie,  for  one  roof  covers  hotel, 
prison,  court-house,  and  assembly  room.  I  observed 
several  prisoners  at  the  bars  of  a  lower  room,  and  in- 
quired of  an  old  German  about  the  house,  what  might 
generally  be  their  oflences.  "They  had  been  most 
of  them  speculating  too  much.'*  It  seemed  bard 
thus  to  punish  men  for  the  ingenious  use  of  their  wits, 
so  I  begged  a  further  explanation  :  they  had  been 
forging  l);ink-notes.  This  delicate  definition  remind- 
ed me  of  a  farmer  at  Watertown,  with  whom  we  fell 
upon  the  subjects  of  English  deserters.  "  We  don't 
want  them  here,"  said   he  ;  "  they  are  too  familiar 

*  It  was  a  "dreary  wilderness"  vrhen  Mr.  Moore  trarelled 
through  it. 
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by  half."  Now,  though  I  could  readily  believe  of 
these  my  r.oiinlryrnen,  that  bashfiilness  had  no  part 
in  them,  it  seemed  an  odd  s^ronnd  of  cofuplaint  tor  a 
Yankey;  so  I  repeated  something  wonderingly,  "too 
familiar!"  "Aye,"  rejoined  he,  "they  steal  every 
thing  they  can  lay  their  hands  upon."  There  is  an 
Episcopal  Church  bnilding  here  by  subscription  ; 
the  cost  of  wiiich  Is  to  be  20,000  dollars.  My  host 
oflfereJ  rae  a  "  Siirnip  Cup,"  at  parting,  a  civility 
not  ium^ud  in  the  untravelled  parts,  both  of  the 
States,  and  Canada. 

Allan's  C'eek,  betwixt  B^tavia  and  Caledonia, 
seems,  from  the  banks  still  remaining,  at  some  distance 
from  its  present  channel,  to  ha^e  been  or)ce  a  consi- 
derable river,  as  was  its  neighbour,  the  stream  of  Ca- 
ledoiiia,  by  the  same  token. 

C^]>;df)nia  is  a  small,  but  flourishing  village,  and 
has  a  handsome  inn,  with  very  comfortable  accommo- 
dations :  close  to  the  road  is  a  sheet  of  water,  cover- 
ins;  seven  or  eight  acres,  called  the  Great  Spring, 
fro  n  which  a  clear  and  rapid  stream  descends,  through 
a  pleasin^c  valley,  into  Allan's  Creek,  before  the  lat- 
ter unites  with  the  Genesee  River.  Its  banks  are 
adorned  with  natural  groves  and  copses,  in  which  I 
observed  the  candleberry  myrtle  in  great  abundance  ; 
but  a  !nore  interesting  sight  is  the  quantity  of  orga- 
nick  remains,  with  which  the  blocks  of  limestone, 
scattered  through  the  low  ground  round  it,  are  en- 
crusted, as  if  with  rude  sculpture  :  they  are  mixed 
with  nodules  of  granite,  and  present  innumerable 
forms  both  of  shells  and  aquatick  plants  :  the  shells 
were  freqiently  attached  to  stones,  and  imbedded  in 
sand,  evincing  their  comparafively  late  deposition. 
This  district  has  been  settled  fifteen  years  ;  cleared 
land  is  worth  50  dollars  per  acre  ;  uncleared  about 
15  dollars.  Far;ners  reckon  upon  a  return  in  crops 
of  about  twenty-five  for  one. 

I  halted  a  day  at  Caledonia  to  rest  my  horse,  and 
shoot  partridges,  and  the  next  morning  went  on  to 
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Avon,  on  the  right  bank  of  ihe  Genesee,  to  break- 
fast :  here  let  rne  record  the  fame  of  the  little  led- 
brickecl  tavern,  on  the  ri^ht  ham!  side,  near  tlie  en- 
trance of  the  \il!ag,e  (I  lorget  the  sijin.)  In  titften 
minutes  afler  my  arrival  I  sat  down  to  a  hreaklast 
which  a  Parisian  jronirnand  rni<;.ht  have  en\ied  me. — 
By  the  b\e,  the  Amtiicans  excel  in  breakliisls, 
thongh  their  dinners  are  nanght.—  At  Avon  I  quilled 
the  main  road,  and  (bliowing;  the  li^ht  bank  ol  the 
(ienesee,  bei!i;an,  soon  afler  crossing  the  siream  of 
Likf  C'ornesns,  to  tail  in  uilh  the  spurs  of  ihe  Alle- 
gany Ridjit'S.  The  scenery  here  improves,  and  the 
rotii.-  p.oj)ortionai)ly  deteriorate  :  wild  even  io  sava<];e- 
ness,  monntain  heiiihu  bianch  thickly  across  the 
country,  with  no  secfuing  onler  or  d»rection,  like  no 
many  e^iiianlick  mole-hills.  The  only  level  groiuid  is 
the  narrow  alluvion  of  the  streams,  uliiih  the  road  is, 
as  often  as  possible,  taught  to  follow  ;  when  it  cannot 
do  so,  it  atfords  a  very  practical  illuslration  of  the  ups 
and  downs  of  life;  yet  is  this  travellinu;  pict'erable, 
perhaps  in  both  instances,  to  the  unitormity  which 
causes  no  fatigue,  and  excites  no  emotion.  If  the 
height  be  toilsome,  the  prospect  is  pleasant  of  the 
deep  glens,  and  shades  benealh,  and  of  ihe  blue  hills 
stniliuii  in  distant  sunshine.  The  valley  is  oflen  en- 
cumbered wilh  rocks,  and  its  road  tieep  and  plashy  ; 
but  the  while  broken  torrent  rushes  agreeably  through 
it  :  its  verdure  is  deep  an«l  various,  or  its  cullivaiion 
cheerlul.  The  Genesee  River  seems  to  bound  the 
limestone  region  in  this  direction.  The  Allegany 
Ridges,  less  rugged  and  precij)ilious  ihan  granite 
mountains,  are  bolder  and  more  irregular  Ihan  the 
limeslone  heights,  which  have  a  nearer  resemblance 
to  long  terraces  of  masonry.  M.  Volney  considers 
the  Freestone  Mountains,  called  the  Katskiil,  which 
fall  upon  the  Hudson  below  Albany,  as  boundirtg  the 
granitick  region  towards  Ihe  East,  and  consliluling 
the  basis  of  the  whole  mountain  country  from  thence 
to  the   Apalacbian  Ridjes,  and  Georgia,  fixing  the 
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sources  of  the  Susquehanna,  and  the  Genesee  Coun- 
try as  the  points  of  contact  betwixt  it  and  the  Liine- 
ftlone  Country.  M.  Guillemard  observes  (M.  Vol- 
nej,  t.  i.  p.  57.) 

"  Le  sol  de  loute  la  haute  Soskouana  est  mele  de 
schistes,  de  pierres  de  geiss,  de  schorl,  de  feld-spath,  coupd 
d'une  foule  de  silions  peu  elexees,  qui  montent  par  gradins 
jusqu'a  L'Allegueny  ;  ia  domine  le  gres." 

The  woods  round  the  Genesee  abound  in  large 
black  squirrels,  some  of  which  are  as  big  as  a  small 
cat ;  thej  are  destructive  to  grain,  and  are  therefore 
keenly  pursued  by  sportsmen,  who  frequently  make 
parties,  and  celebrate  the  destruction  of  several 
thousands  at  one  chase  :  their  flesh  is  considered  a  de- 
licacy :  they  migrate  at  different  seasons,  and  have 
the  credit  of  ingeniously  ferrying  themselves  over 
rivers,  by  using  a  piece  of  bark  for  a  raft,  and  their 
tails  for  sails.  Oiaus  Wormius  tells  us  the  same  story 
of  the  Norwegian  squirrels,*  and  Linnaeus  authorizes 
the  belief,  so  I  suppose  it  to  be  an  indigenous  talent, 
though  it  would  not  cost  much  to  a  builder  of  hypo- 
theses to  infer  from  thence  the  derivation  of  Ameri- 
can squirrels  from  an  European  stock. 

The  road  from  Danville  crosses  a  creek,  winds 
for  three  miles  up  a  mountain  steep,  heavily  timber- 
ed, and  continues  through  swampy  forests  to  Canis- 
teo.  Close  to  the  little  village  of  Arkport  the 
Tyoga  branch  of  the  Susquehanna  rises,  in  a  mea- 
dow by  the  road  side.  Arkport  is  named  from  the 
low  flat  boats  called  arks,  which  are  built  there,  and 
used  on  the  Tyoga,  and  Susquehanna,  whose  head- 
waters have  depth  for  no  other  craft,  and  for  (his, 
during  the  rainy  season  only.  It  may  be  supposed 
that  so  rugged  a  country  is  very  thinly  settled  :  vil- 
lages are  separated  by  a  distance  of  fifteen  or  twenty 
miles,  with  few  intermediate  cottages.     Betwixt  Ca- 

*  "  Tranatat  Inec  bsstiola  per  arnnes  exiguo  ligno  caudam 
habens  pro  velo  expan'^aro  :"  nor  can  it  be  otherwise  ;  **  IVon 
eniin  ei  natura  alicessum  couit  oataodi  raodunoi." — lx\riii.  14... 
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nisteo  and  Bath  there  are  not  more  than  a  dozen, 
though  improvements  are  goini;  on.  Tlie  principal 
settlements  are  to  be  found  on  tlie  narrow  alluvions 
of  the  creeks  and  rivers;  but  even  there  the  soil  is 
of  an  inferiour  quality.  The  roads  are  l)ad  enough, 
but  f  was  surjirised  to  see  them  deep  and  miry, 
having  experienced  but  one  wet  day  during  the  au- 
tumn. I  i'ound,  howexer,  that  lliis  oalcnlalion  would 
Dot  apply  to  the  mountains,  or  to  the  country  east  of 
them,  where  there  had  been  heavy  falls  of  rain  :  a 
circumstance  easilv  accounted  for  bv  considering 
that  the  clouds  whicli  come  impregnated  with  mois- 
ture froju  the  Atlantick,  are  frecpiently  arresied  by 
the  mouniains,  and  disgorged,  without  crossing  into 
the   Western  country. 

Bath  is  built  on  the  alluvion  of  tlie  Conhocfo 
Creek,  and  embosomed  in  wild  mountains  :  the  prin- 
cipal houses  are  placed  round  the  three  sides  of  a 
square,  or  green,  and  being  most  of  them  new,  white, 
and  tastetully  finished,  have  a  lively  appearance, 
agreeably  contrasted  with  the  dark  njountain  scene- 
ry which  opens  on  the  tourth  side.  Jt  was  court 
day  when  1  arrived,  and  as  the  court  was  held  at 
the  tavern  to  which  I  had  been  recommended,  I 
found  it  in  a  bustle,  but  I  was  not  the  less  coniforta- 
bly  accommodated  in  a  well-furnished  carpeted  par- 
lour, in  which  dinner  was  neatly  and  expeditiously 
served. 

Among  the  persons  at  the  court-meeting  was  the 
Militia  General,  M'Clure,  who  brought  on  his  coun- 
trymen the  dtshuttion  of  their  frontier,  by  his 
wanton  burning  of  Newark.  He  kee()s  a  store  in 
Bath,  and  succeeded  to  the  co/nmand  which  he  dis- 
graced, either  by  accident,  or  througli  the  want  of  a 
fitter  man.  He  had  lately  been  cast  in  1400  dollars 
damages  at  Canandaigua,  in  an  action  brought  by  an 
inhabitant  of  Newark,  for  the  destruction  of  his  pro- 
perty. It  would  be  judging  the  Americans  unfairly 
to  suppose  they  had  regarded  his   conduct  with   in- 

20 
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diflference :  for  some  lime  after  it,  he  scarcely  dared 
to  show  himself  in  his  own  neighbourhood  ;  and 
being  on  one  occasion  recognized  at  a  publick  auc- 
tion-mart in  Philadelphia,  he  was  hooted  out  of  the 
room. 

Many  affect  to  consider  the  American  government 
as  confederate  with  its  officer  in  the  burning  of 
Newark.  It  must  be  observed,  first  of  all,  that  Mr. 
M  Clure's  conduct  was  disavowed  ;  and  secondly, 
that  his  instructions  have  been  produced,  diiecting 
him  to  **  destroy  the  village,  in  case  it  should  be  ne- 
cessary for  the  defence  of  the  fort.''  Every  one 
acquainted  with  the  rules  of  war,  or  even  with  the 
rules  of  common  sense,  knows  such  instructions  to 
be  perfectly  correct  ;  yet  the  calumny  has  still  held 
its  ground  ;  as  if  the  American  government,  how- 
ever willing  in  principle,  had  really  any  interest  to 
commence  a  system  of  desolation,  which  could  not 
but  be,  as  it  was,  heavily  retaliated  upon  inhabitants, 
as  innocent  and  defenceless  as  those  of  Newark. 
"  But  jealous  minds  will  not  be  answered  thus."  A 
lurking  hostility  to  republicanism  has  been  too  fre- 
quently suffered  to  colour  our  views  of  the  conduct 
of  America.  Had  I  believed  many  Englishmen  in 
Canada,  I  should  have-  believed  there  were  neither 
honour,  faith,  nor  honesty  in  the  United  States ;  and 
that  the  whole  of  their  military  conduct  was  as  odious 
for  its  cruelty,  as  ridiculous  for  its  blunders;  yet  as 
far  as  1  could  sift  out  the  truth,  even  on  our  side  of 
the  Boundary  Line,  there  was,  as  in  all  wars,  some- 
thing to  be  praised,  and  much  to  be  blamed  on  the 
part  of  both.  Each  nation  may  charge  the  other 
with  many  acts  of  devastation,  and  perhaps  some 
unnecessary  bloodshed  ;  but  each  could  also  call  to 
mind,  amid  many  deeds  of  gallantry,  traits  of  high 
feeling,  and  generous  humanity.  Should  the  reverse 
side  of  the  picture  be  alone  retained  in  sight  ? — 
Perishj  the  records  of  glory,  and  warlike  achieve- 
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ment,  if  they  serve  but  to  perpetuate  national  animo- 
sities, and   whet  the  swoul  lt)r  a  fulure  conlest  ! 

There  is  a  road  frotn  B.ilh  by  the  shotes  of  the 
Crooked  Lake  to  Jerusalem,  tjje  \illage  ol  the  Elect 
Lady,  Jeiuiuja  Wilkinson,  and  tier  sect  of  Friends. 
A  story  is  current  in  ihis  part  of  the  country,  that 
having;  signified  her  intenlion  of  proving  the  truth  of 
her  mission,  by  walking  on  the  waters,  and  assembled 
her  followers  to  witness  Ihe  miracle,  she  asked  (hem 
whether  tliey  truly  believed  in  her  ability  to  per- 
form il,  to  which  (hey  unanimously  replied,  **  they 
did  ;'*  "  Then,"  said  she  **  the  |)eiformance  of  it  is 
unnecessary  ;"  and  so,  as  may  be  believed,  they 
went  their  ways  without   it. 

The  road  from  Bath  to  Painted  Post,  follows  the 
alluvion  of  the  Conhocio  branch  of  the  Tyoga,  and 
though  stony  is  tolerably  level ;  it  crosses  the  Creek 
twice  in  the  last  six  miles.  The  mountains  have  a 
slaty  appearance,  with  horizontal  s(rata.  I  was  tlis- 
appointed  at  Painted  Post  to  find  the  post  gone; 
broken  down,  or  rotted,  within  these  few  years.  It 
was,  as  may  be  supposed,  an  Indian  memorial,  either 
of  triumphj  or  death,  or  of  both.  A  post  is  not 
much,  but,  in  this  instance  it  was  a  record  of  the 
past,  a  memorial  of,  (may  I  be  pardoned  (he  expres- 
sion,) the  heroick  ages  of  America!* 

W  hen  I  was  at  Ancaster  1  was  shown  the  grave 
of  an  Indian,  among  the  woods  near  the  }iend  of  the 
stream  :  It  was  co\ered  with  boaids,  and  a  pole 
erected  at  each  end,  on  which  a  kind  of  dance  was 
rudely  painted  with  \erniill  on.  The  relatives  of 
the  deceased  brought  offerings  to  it  daily  during 
their  stay  in  the  neighbourhood  ;  a  vitality  of  sorrow 
truly  savage. 

*  M.  Volney,  without  meaning  to  speak  their  praise,  dis- 
covers a  woudcri'ii!  reseinl)lauct'  betwixt  the  Indians,  and 
the  hfcro«'s  of  Homer  and  Sophocles.  Vid.  "  EciaiicisseUieDF 
fur  les  bauvages,"  t.  11.  p.  502. 
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New  Town,  or  Elmira,  (I  put  down  both  the 
names,  for  I  went  six  miles  about,  from  not  know- 
ing it  had  the  happiness  to  have  two,)  i?  pleasantly 
situated  on  the  edge  of  the  Tyoga  :  its  appearance, 
however,  is  far  from  gay,  for  few  of  the  houses  are 
painted,  and  wooden  buildings,  without  this  precau- 
tion, soon  acquire  a  dingy  decayed  appearance. 
But  New  Town  has  better  claims  than  mere  good 
looks,  to  my  grateful  remembrance.  Owing  to  some 
accidental  delays,  in  the  course  of  my  journey,  I 
found  by  the  time  of  my  arrival  here,  that  I  had 
not  cash  sufficient  to  carry  me  to  Philadelphia,  nor 
even  ibuch  farther  than  New  Town  :  I  had  bills  on 
Philadelphia,  and  applied  to  a  respectable  store- 
keeper, that  is,  tradesman,  of  the  village,  to  cash  me 
one  ;  the  amount,  however,  was  beyond  any  remit- 
tance he  had  occasion  to  make,  but  he  immediately 
oflfered  me  whatever  sum  I  might  require  for  my 
journey,  with  no  better  security  than  ray  word,  for 
its  repayftent  at  Philadelphia  ;  he  even  insisted  on 
my  taking  more  than  I  mentioned  as  sufficient.  I 
do  not  believe  this  trait  of  liberality  would  surprise 
an  American,  for  no  one  in  the  States,  to  whom  I 
mentioned  it,  seemed  to  consider  it  as  more  than 
any  stranger  of  respectable  appearance  might  have 
looked  for,  in  similar  circumstances  ;  but  it  might 
well  surprise  an  English  traveller,  who  had  been 
told,  as  1  had,  that  the  Americans  never  failed  to 
cheat  and  insult  every  Englishman  who  travelled 
through  their  country,  especially  if  they  knew  him 
to  be  an  officer :  this  latter  particular  they  never 
failed  to  inform  themselves  of,  for  they  are  by  no 
means  bashful  in  inquiries  ;  but  if  the  discovery  ope- 
rated in  any  way  upon  their  behaviour,  it  was 
rather  to  my  advantage,  nor  did  I  meet  with  a 
single  instance  of  incivility  betwixt  Canada  and 
Charleston,  except  at  the  Shenandoah  Point,  from 
a  drunken  English  deserter. — My  testimony,  in  this 
particular,  will  certainly  not  invalidate  the  complaints 
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of  many  other  travellers,  who,  I  douht  not,  have  fte- 
q.K'nlly  en«'oiiiitereil  mile  treatment,  and  quite  as 
IVtqiiently  descrvetl  it;  but  il  will  at  least  pro\e  the 
possibility  of  traversinjr  the  IJniteti  Stales  witliout 
in!<t»l(  or  interruption,  anil  even  of  being  occasionally 
surprised  by   liberality  and  kindness. 

The  villai;e  of  Tyo<j;a  Point  is  j)laced,  as  its  name 
denotes,  at  thi'  continence  of  the  T\  oija  and  eastern 
branch  of  the  Susqueharina,  which  comes  down  from 
the  Katskill  mountains.  From  the  heiii;hts  round  the 
village,  the  eye  commands  majeslick  views  of  tliese 
two  rivers,  descending  in  opposite  directions  be- 
twixt their  mountain  sjiores,  antl  pursuing  their  united 
course  throu2:h  a  similar  tract  of  wild  and  pictur- 
esque country.  These  hills  and  forests  abound  in 
deer,  nor  are  wolves  and  bears  unconunon.  The 
village  itself  is  sini{tdarly  neat,  containing  several 
houses  finished  with  elegance,  and  is  altogether  what 
the  mind  and  eye  desire  in  a  country  village  :  the 
tavern  answers  to  the  rest,  being  clean,  cheap,  and 
kept  by  a  very  civil  landlady.  I  halted  here  a  day, 
to  kill  pheasants,  and  climb  the  mountains  on  the 
right  bank  of  the  Tyoga,  in  search  of  prospects,  and 
ferrying  over  the  Susquehanna,  the  next  morning 
continued  my  route  along  its  left  bank,  through  a 
desert  of  rocks  and  forest,  to  Le  Fevre's  inn,  being 
a  log-hut,  so  denominated. — And  how  came  Le 
Fevre  in  it  ? 

Durijjg  the  disturbed  period  of  the  French  revo- 
lution, a  nundjer  of  emigrants,  several  of  them  men 
of  rank  and  property,  purchased  a  tract  of  land  on 
the  Scioto,  for  the  purpose  of  founding  a  **  City  of 
Refuge.'*  In  this  purchase  they  were  misled,  either 
by  their  own  want  of  information,  or  by  the  knavery 
of  their  agents  ;  and  finding  a  setllement  on  the 
Scioto  impracticable,  they  removed  to  Chemingo, 
on  the  Tyoga. — Here  again  they  were  not  more 
fortunate  ;  the  scanty  alluvion  round  the  fool  of 
these  rocky  mountains,  h  little  likely  to  repay  hardi- 
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er  cultivators  ;  and  for  the  third  time,  this  wander-^ 
ins  colony  transported  itself  to  the  rii^ht  bank  of  ihe 
Susquehanna,  betwixt  W>  sail  and  Wyalusing,  and 
astonished  the  inhabitants  by  buildinjr  man> -window- 
ed villas,  and  cutting  roads  across  the  mountains  to 
hunt  deer  and  foxes.  They  nanied  their  village 
French-town,  and  considering  its  barren  site,  it  is 
probable  they  must  have  shortly  resolved  on  a  fourth 
pilgriMiage,  when  change  of  circumstances  enabled 
them  to  return  to  France,  le|iving  their  airy  halls  to 
be  tenanted  by  crows,  and  wondered  at  by  all  the 
farmers  in  the  neighbourhood.  One  family,  how- 
ever remained  behind,  and  crossing  the  river,  to 
avoid  starvation,  set  up  this  litte  inn.  The  naine  of 
this  family  is  Le  Fevre  ;  not  Sterne's  Le  Fevre  ; 
neither  withered  greatness,  nor  heart-broken  merit, — 
yet  one  whose  present  situation  seems  no  less  for- 
cibly contrasted  with  their  former  habits  of  life,  than 
that  of  King  Joseph  himself.  The  keeper  of  a 
Caff^  Anglaise  d,  Paris^  set  down  among  the  wild- 
est regions  of  the  Alleghany,  removed  miles  from 
any  thing  resembling  a  village  ;  and,  to  judge  from 
the  rude  country  round  him,  almost  beyond  the  ken 
of  civilized  life  : — yet  well  may  he,  (or  rather  his 
wife,)  answer,  *'  no  matter  where,  so  I  be  still  the 
same,  and  what  1  should  be;"  for  so  it  was:  the 
gay  courtesy  of  France  was  flourishing  as  cheerily 
on  this  desolate  spot,  as  in  its  native  atmosphere  of 
Versailles.  Madame  was  turned  of  fifty  by  her 
look,  short,  strongly  pock-marked,  with  a  snub  nose 
flattened  to  her  face  ;  altogether  so  little  of  a  beauty, 
that  she  passed  in  the  neighbourhood,  that  is,  with- 
in the  adjacent  twenty  miles,  for  a  strong  likeness 
to  a  toothless  superannuated  Poodle,  belonging  to 
a  tavern  on  the  road;  but  her  manner  was,  "fowf  a 
faity  a  la  Parisienne.*'  Dinner  was  in  prepara- 
tion, vvithin  a  few  minutes  after  my  arrival,  and  her 
own  history  narrated  during  the  process.  I  asked 
her  if  she  had  no  wish  to  return  to  her  native  court- 
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(rj  :  "Ah  no,"  slie  replicti,  **  one's  counlry  is  al- 
ways where  one  can  live:"  she  was  as  <onlenled  as 
if  she  had  been  crailled  in  \\\e  desarl.  During  din- 
ner, Monsieur  raint;  in,  arid  ha\ing  quietly  made  his 
bow,  was  deposited  in  the  c  hininej  corner,  wiience 
he  was  again  in  due  time  passively  Iranslerred  to 
bed  :  it  was  evident  he  had  acquired  little  knowledge 
of  the  "  rights  of  man,"  sime  his  domestication  in  a 
repuldick  :  in  fact,  neither  he  nor  his  wife  under- 
stood a  woi  d  of  English  :  but  she  despised  the  Ameri- 
cans for  their  ignorance  of  etiquette,  and  of  ihe  legi- 
timate mode  of  fricaseeing  a  chicken.  Tlie  mother's 
prejudices,  hovve\er,  did  not  seem  to  have  extended 
to  her  family,  which  consisted  of  two  dauihieis,  one 
of  whom  had  married  an  American  farmer,  on  the 
oj)posite  side  of  the  river  ;  whilst  the  other,  an  inter- 
esting sprightly  lass  of  sevrnfeen,  filled  the  offices 
of  inJerpreter,  chambermaid,  and  waiter,  to  the  hotel  ; 
milked  the  «  ows,  and  looked  after  the  pigs  hikI  poul- 
try. In  all  this,  she  was  the  soul  of  z^^yety  ;  plea- 
sure seemed  lo  iiusli  from  the  fountain  of  her  natu- 
ral >pirit,  and  she  was  evidently  best  salisfied  with 
herself,  when  she  saw  others  satisfied;  a  striking 
contrast  to  American  giils  in  the  same  s[)here  of 
life.  By  these  the  traveller  is  received  with  cloudy 
sulkiness,  or  at  least  with  phlegmatick  indifTerence; 
their  attendance  is  as  meihanieall^  rold  as  must 
have  been  that  of  the  domestick  statues  of  Vulcan's 
household  :  one  would  sa>  water  circulated  in  their 
veins  instead  ot  blood.  True  it  is,  this  frost  of  the 
spirits  checks  the  plajit  seemingly  indigenous  in  tni 
femnle  bosom, — vanity  ;  but  woman's  vanity  is  th^ 
parent  of  so  much  that  is  loveliest  in  her,  that  it  is 
ill  exchanged  for  the  unaflVcted  rusticity  of  vulgar 
life.  Do  3  ou  inquire  of  tliese  damsels  for  refresh- 
ment, the  odds  are,  that  you  are  answered  by  a  kind 
of  jnonosyllabick  grunt,  or  some  such  delicate  phrase 
as  "  IMofher,  the  man  wants  to  eat  ;" — and  the  eter- 
nal process  of  frying  beefstakes  commences.  This 
unengaging  manner  seems  the  characteristic k  of  the 
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lower  classes  of  American  females.  The  married 
women  are,  1  think,  a  shade  sulkier  than  the  single, 
but  the  diiTerence  is  very  trifling.  The  men,  al- 
lhou2;h  little  chargeable  with  an  excess  of  ga}  ety, 
have  more  vivacity  of  maimer  than  the  women  ;  and 
as  there  are  few  of  them  who  are  not  well-informed, 
(at  least  on  local  subjects,)  they  have  altogether 
more  advantage  over  theii-  fair  moiietis,  in  the  mere 
agretnens  of  society,  than   men  usually  possess. 

The  banks  of  the  Susquehanna  have  no  great  va- 
riety of  scenery,  though  they  frequently  present 
grand  features.  The  space  betwixt  the  mountains 
and  the  river,  is  often  so  narrow,  that  it  barely  suffi- 
ces for  one  carriage,  and  in  many  places  the  road, 
for  a  mile  or  two,  seems  to  have  been  hewn  from  the 
rock  :  shoultl  two  carriages  meet  in  one  of  these  pas- 
ses, it  is  difficult  to  imagine  by  what  contrivance 
they  could  be  extricated  ;  the  population  of  this  tract 
of  country  is,  however,  so  scanty,  that  a  dilemma  of 
this  kind  would  be  a  phenomenon  in  travelling.  Oc- 
casionally round  the  creeks,  there  is  some  tolerable 
land,  and  two  or  three  pleasant  villages  ;  among 
which,  Wyalusing  may,  perhaps,  image  out  what 
Wyoming  was ;  but  it  cannot  be  said  that  the  deer 
"  unhunted  seeks  his  woods  and  wilderness  again  ;" 
— for  I  heard  a  cry  of  hounds  as  I  stopped  to 
breakfast,  and  the  game  was  swimming  the  river. 
The  face  of  the  landscape  is  no  where  bare  :  moun- 
tain and  vale  are  alike  cloathed  with  pine,  and  dwarf 
or  scrub  oak  ;  the  swamp  lands  are  covered  with 
hemlock,  and  the  bottoms  of  the  woods  with  the 
rhododendron.  I  was  informed  that  land  in  this 
part  of  the  country,  though  naturally  very  poor,  had 
been  so  much  improved  of  late  by  the  use  of  gyp- 
sum, that  its  value  was  raised  from  five  to  fifteen 
dollars   per  acre. 

Wilkesbarre  is  a  neat  town,  regularly  laid  out  on 
the  left  bank  of  the  Susquehanna.  Its  locality  is 
determined  bv  the  direction  of  one  of  the  Allegany 
ridges,  which  receaes  from  the   course  of  the  river 
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a  few  miles  above  Ihe  town,  and  curving  S.  W., 
enrloses  a  semicircular  plof  of  land,  towards  the 
centre  of  which  il  is  built.  Its  neighbourhood 
abounds  in  coal.*  The  pits  arc  about  a  mile  N.  E. 
of  the  town.  They  lie  untler  stiala  of  a  soft  clay- 
slate,  containing  iin|)re!^sions  of  lerns,  oak  leaves,  and 
other  ve^^etables  usually  found  in  such  situations. 
The  coal  has  a  briiiht,  polished  appearance  ;  its 
strata  are  sliiihtly  angular;  they  contain  iron,  pyrites, 
and  salt-petre,  and  are  traversed  by  >eins  of  char- 
coal. The  theorv  of  the  formation  of  coal,  from  de- 
cayeil  ticntjer,  is  strengthened  by  a  view  of  llie  site 
of  these  pits.  The  river  A  having  descended  S. 
E.  suddenly  changes  its  direction  just  abo\e  the 
town,  and  runs  S.  W,  as  if  forced  to  this  deviation, 
by  the  mountain  B.  Now,  as  all  the  land  round  the 
town,  including  these  pits,  is  an  allu\ion,  raised  but 
a  few  feet  above  the  present  bed  of  the  river,  it  is 
natural  to  suppose  that  its  ancient  current  must  have 
deposited  the  timber,  and  other  substances  it  brought 
with  it,  in  the  angle  fornied  by  the  course  of  the 
ridsce  B,  i.  e.  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  coal 
pits  C. 


♦  Of  the  kiod  called  glance  coal. 
21 
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The  town  iself  has  a  quiet,  rural  aspect,  from  the 
frequent  separation  of  its  streets  and  houses,  by  grass 
fields  and  gardens.  If  contains  a  neat  church,  allot- 
ted to  the  alternate  use  of  Episcopalians  and  Presby- 
terians. The  Town  Hall  was  occupied  on  the  Sun- 
day of  my  visit  by  ihe  Methodists,  to  whom  a  shoe- 
maker was  expounding  the  doctrine  of  life,  with 
great  strength  of  lungs,  and  an  energy  which  frequent- 
ly persuades  by  seeming  persuaded. 

Wilkesbarre  is  classick  ground  to  an  English- 
man :  it  is  built  on  the  site  of  Wjoniing  :  a  small 
mound  is  pointed  out  near  the  river,  on  which  stood 
the  Fort ;  and  the  incursion  of  the  Indians,  when 
most  of  the  inhabitants  fell  in  an  unsuccessful  battle, 
is  still  remembered.  Some  few  escaped  by  swim- 
ming the  river,  and  fled  naked  through  the  woods  for 
several  days,  till  they  reached  the  nearest  settle- 
ment;— and  this  is  all  the  record  of  Albert  and  Ger- 
trude. The  lover  of  poetry,  who  would  half  realize 
the  fictions  of  the  muse,  on  the  spot  which  she  has  glo- 
rified with  the  creations  of  her  fancy,  cannot  help 
regretting  that  the  bard  should  have  helped,  in  some 
degree,  to  destroy  the  illusion,  by  introducing  in  his 
descriptions  features  of  scenery  as  foreign  to  Penn- 
sylvania, as  the  sweetly-meditative  Gertrude  herself, 
who,  bad  she  been  as  solid  a  reality  as  any  buxom 
lass  of  Wilkesbarre,  must  have  been  content  to  lack 
the  bright  plumage  of  the  "  Flamingo,"  the  "  palm 
trees'  shade,"  the  "aloes,"  and  even  the  roaring 
waterfall,  for  the  falls  near  Wilkesbarre  are  ledges  of 
rock,  merely  suflScient  to  break  the  current. — Yet 
Wyoming  shall  outlive  the  name  and  splendour  of 
many  a  bloated,  burgess-fattening  city,  "and  still 
look  green  in  song." 

Sweet  Wyoming,  though  none  be  left  to  tell 
The  beauty  of  thy  days  to  future  men, 

How  blest  when  peaceful  Albert  rul'd  thy  glen. 
And  Gertrude  was  thy  flowV,  yet  shait  thou  dwell. 
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And  Moorn  (hr()uj;li  n^es,  for  with  charm  and  spell 
^Vreaths  of  immur(al  I)ri»rhriies8  have  been  flung, 
Gilding  thy  ruin — and  a  gified  shell 

Thy  tale  of  desolation  hath  txjirung 
With  meloilies,  on  which  the  soul  reposes, 
Like  eastern  bulhuis  o'er  CashnK^riau  roses; — 
And  bright  eyes  have  we[)t  o'er  thee,  and  shall  weep. 
Till  nature  has  grown  ruthless  in  all   hearts, 
And  pity,  angel-plum'd,  to  lieav'n  departs  : 
For  ihou  in  freedom's  burning  field  didst  reap 
A  deadly  harvest,  therefore  shall  thy  sh^ep 
Be  halluwM,  and  thy  name,  a  star  o'er  glory's  steep. 

At  Wiikesbarre  the  road  quits  the  Susquehanna, 
and  ascending  the  ridge  J  have  mentioned,  (marked  in 
the  maps  as  mount  Ararat,)  crosses  several  heads 
of  the  Lehigh,  through  heavy  forests,  and  hemlock 
swamps,  very  sparingly  interspersed  with  selflements. 
There  is  a  neat  inn,  kept  by  an  Englishman  of  the 
name  of  Wrag,  about  seventeen  n)iies  from  Wiikes- 
barre ;  I  stopped  there  to  dine,  and  coidd  have  wish- 
ed that  the  stage  had  been  long  enough  for  a  day's 
journey,  for  I  was  much  pleased  with  the  looks  of 
Mr.  Wrag's  house,  and  more  wilh  those  of  his 
daughter,  on  whose  cheek  *'  the  rose  of  England 
bloomed"  luxuriantly,  and  more  sweelly  in  my  eye, 
for  being  a  rose  of  my  own  country.  iMy  regret  was 
not  diminished  when  I  reached  by  mooidighl  the  end  of 
my  day's  travel,  on  the  summit  of  the  Pokono  Moun- 
tain, whose  gradual  declivities  are  bare  of  timber, 
more  like  an  English  heath  than  an  American  moun- 
tain. The  wretched  auberge  was  undergoing  a  refit, 
which  left  but  one  dirty  little  tap.room  to  sit  in,  and 
a  half-finished  chamber,  through  which  the  night 
breezes  sang  cheerily  :  the  fare  was  bad  in  proportion, 
and  the  landlady's  temper  in  unison  wilh  the  whole  ; 
though  an  old  croney  of  the  house  whispered  me  in 
the  morning,  that  it  was  beyond  comparison  the  best 
tavern  on  the  road. 
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The  Pokono  Mountain  is  famous  among  Ihe  sports- 
men and  epicures  of  Philadelphia  for  its  g^o^^e  : 
like  all  the  Alleghany  r/idges,  it  is  steepest  on  the 
eastern  side.  I  passed  the  Blue  Ridge  at  the  stu- 
pendous fissure  of  the  Wind  Gap,^  where  the  moun- 
tain seems  forcibly  broken  through,  and  is  strewed 
with  the  ruin  of  rocks.  There  is  a  similar  aperture 
some  miles  N.  E.  called  the  Water  Gap  ;  which  af- 
fords a  passage  to  the  Delaware.  All  the  piincipal 
rivers  of  the  States,  which  rise  in  Ihe  Allegbanies, 
pass  through  similar  apertures,  a  peculiarity  1  had 
afterwards  an  opportunity  of  observing  in  the  passage 
of  the  Potomac.  Betwixt  the  Blue  Ridge  and  the 
Lehigh  the  road  traverses  the  Limestone  Valley,  de- 
scribed by  Volney,  t.  i.  p.  68.,  but  which  he  seems 
erroneously  to  circumscribe  by  the  Blue  Ridge,  and 
the  North  Mountain,  whereas  it  lies  betwixt  the 
Blue  Ridge  and  the  Lehigh  Ridge,  as  he  himself  in- 
dicates by  the  names  oi  Easton,  Bethlehem,  and  Naza- 
reth, within  its  limit.  The  two  latter  are  Moravian 
settlements  :  there  is  a  third  about  a  mile  and  a  half 
from  Nazareth,  which,  though  small,  exceeds  both 
the  others,  in  ray  opinion,  in  the  calm  and  pensive 
beauty  of  its  appearance.  The  houses,  like  all  w  ith- 
in  its  valley,  are  built  of  limestone:  they  are  all 
upon  a  similar  plan,  and  have  their  window-frames, 
doors,  &c.  painted  of  a  fawn-colour :  before  each 
are  planted  weeping  willows,  whose  luxuriant  shade 
seems  to  shut  out  worldly  glare,  and  throws  an  air  of 
monastick  repose  over  the  whole  village. 

Mr.  Morse,  in  his  description  of  Pennsylvania,  has 
given  a  detailed  account  of  the  Moravian  settlements; 
and  the  inimitable  pen  of  Mad.  de  Stael  has  reveal- 
ed, and  perhaps  adorned,  the  spirit  of  their  institu- 
tions. (De  L'Allemagne,  t.  iii.  p.  iv.  c.  3.  Du  culte 
des  Fieres  Moraves.")  I  transcribe  a  single  pas- 
sage, for  the  faithful  picture  it  presents  : 

*  GraDular|quartz  seems  the  predominating  rock  at  this  gap. 
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"  Leg  maisons  el  les  meg  poiiI  trnne  proprelt-  pnrfiiilc  : 
Les  f.  rained,  loules  Iwihillf'ts  de  meme.  cacheiil  leur  che- 
veiix,  et  ceigrieiit  U  ur  lete  avec  un  rul»aii  <lonl  lescouleurs 
in(li(|ueiit  si  elleu  soiit  mariees,  filUt  ou  veuves  :  les  hom- 
ines sont  veins  ile  bruij,  u  |»eu  pies  eomine  les  (|u;iker8. 
Uiie  iiulnstrie  inercaiilile  Us  oecii|»e  pr»  Sijue  tous ;  niais 
on  nVnleiid  pas  le  nioiiulre  Uruil  duis  la  villaire.  Chacun 
travaille  avec  recularile  el  tran(|ijillite  ;  et  Taclion  interi- 
eure  d»  s  senlimenls  religieux  appaise  toute  autre  mouve- 
meut." 

1  had  not  an  opporliinlty  of  witnessing  their  church 
service,  which  is,  as  she  tiesciibes,  celebrated  with 
si.ngini;,  and  a  band  of  wind  instruments,  l)ut  I  at- 
tended a  meeting  which  the  inhabitants  of  Bethle- 
hem commonly  hold  every  evening,  in  an  apartment 
adjoining  the  church,  for  the  joint  purposes  of 
amnsemint  and  devotion.  The  women  were  ranged 
at  one  end  of  the  room,  the  men  at  the  olhcr:  their 
bishop  presided  ;— but  let  me  not  niislead  by  the 
term  ;  he  liad  not  so  much  as  a  wig,  wherewilh  to 
support  his  Episcopal  dignity,  but  was  an  old  man. 
drest  in  the  plainest  manner,  with  a  countenance  sin- 
gularly mild  and  placid  :  Paul  Veronese  might  have 
chosen  him  for  the  *'  beloved  disciple,"  only  a  little  ad- 
vanced in  years — he  ga>e  onl  the  psalm,  and  led  the 
quire  :  the  singing  was  alternatelv  in  German  anti  En- 
glish, and  I  have  still  the  good  Bishop's  voice  in  my 
ear,  when  he  gave  out, 

"  O  delightful,  past  expression, 
"  My  Kedeemer  dit  d  lor  me." 

It  is  an  idle  question,  and  yet  one  likely  enougfi 
to  obtrude  itself,  "wlmt  Mould  become  of  the  world 
were  all  its  infiabitanis  :Moravians  T'  The  breath  of 
the  passions  would  have  ceased  to  stir  the  ocean  of 
life:  arts  of  general  utility  would  proceed  without 
the  check  of  many  of  our  habits  :  disease  would  gra- 
dually yield  to  scient'fick  in:pro\enients,  an^  tlie 
temperate  enjoyment  ol  plcnt\  :  also,  as  niorai  and 
prudential  resiraints  would  have  their  full  eft'ccl,  the 
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increase  of  population  would  be  constantly  kept 
within  the  limits  of  subsislence.  A  period  will 
therefore  have  arrived,  when  late  marriages  must  be 
universal  :  the  most  active  portion  of  man's  life 
must  in  consequence  be  spent  in  leisure. — By  what 
objects  will  his  mental  energies  in  this  situation  be 
excited?  Our  hypothesis  excludes  ambition,  glory 
and  interest;  necessity  excludes  love;  the  former 
would  destroy  the  principles  of  a  society  founded 
on  equality  and  peace  ;  the  early  indulgence  of  the 
latter,  would  poison  them  with  want.  Shall  the 
energies  of  mind  be  stifled,  to  prevent  their  abuse? 
they  will  be  replaced  by  physical  inslincts,  and 
brutal  force.  There  is  one  object  of  speculation 
left  in  unison  with  Moravian  principles, — religion  : 
but  in  a  community  in  which  all  men  occupied  their 
thoughts  on  one  subject,  would  they  all  think  alika  on 
it?  or  could  their  differences  of  opinion  coalesce  with 
the  general  tranquillity  ?  History  is  not  silent  on 
this  point  :  that  of  the  Greek  empire  informs  us 
what  would  be  the  destiny  of  a  nation  of  theologians  : 
So  that  if  a  succession  of  miracles  were  to  establish 
Moravianism,  by  destroying  all  principles  of  our  na- 
ture hostile  to  its  foundation,  it  would  require  ano- 
ther succession  of  miracles  to  preserve  it  from  sui- 
cide. 

The  Lehigh  mountain  is  the  last  of  the  Alleghany 
ridges  ;  the  country  is  thenceforth  level,  fertile,  and 
fhickly  inhabited  by  steady  Germans,  in  broad  hats, 
and  purple  breeches,  whose  houses  and  villages  have 
the  antique  fashion  of  a  Flemish  landscape.  Ger- 
man is  so  generally  spoken,  that  the  newspapers,  and 
publick  notices,  are  all  in  that  language.  The  roads 
are  of  a  deep  miry  clay,  through  which  the  country 
waggons,  with  their  long  fat  teams,  plod  on  seeming- 
ly at  their  ease,  but  it  fared  very  differently  with  my 
light  vehicle.  The  approach  to  Philadelphia  is  an- 
nounced by  a  good  turnpike  road.  German-Town  is 
a  large  suburb  to  the  city,  and  the  traveller  here 
feels  himself  within  the  precincts  of  a  populous  and 
long  established  capital. 
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CHAPTER   XXV. 


PHILADELPHIA. 


)  I.-ARCHITECTURE  AND  PL'BLICK  BUILDINGS. 

Philadelphia  is  as  much  complained  of  for  its  ar- 
chileciural  reg,ularit},  as  most  oiher  cities  are  for  the 
reverse.      Large  towns  ha\e  commonly  grown  np  from 
casual  and  iiisignifit  ant  beginnings,  but  in  [ilanning  the 
capital   of  a  state,   it  would  ha\e  been  as  singular  an 
absurdity   to   ha>e    niade   the   stieets  crooked,   as   to 
Lave  built   the  houses  upon  uiodeis  of  the  l.'ith  cen- 
tury :  i<  is  diffitult  lo  say,  why  redilinear  unifoimity 
shoidd  be   more  insupportable  than   curvilinear.      All 
the  streets  ol  Philadelphia  are  spacious  ;  the  names  of 
man}  ol  them,  as   Sassafras,  Chesnut,  Locust,  &.c.  re- 
cord tiieir  silvan  origin  ;  and  the  rows  of  Loinbardy 
poplars,  with   which  ihey  are  shaded,  seem  a  second 
revolution    in    fa\our    of   vegetation.       Tiie    private 
houses  are   characterized    by   elegant   neatness ;   the 
steps  and  window  sills  of  many  of  them  are  of  giey 
maible,  and  have  large  mats  placed  before  the  doors. 
The  streets  are   carelully  swept,  as   well  as  tlie  foot- 
paths, which   are  pa\ed   with   brick.     The  sl)0[)a  do 
not  y  ield  in  dis[)lay  to  those  of  London,  nor  are  the 
tradesman  less  ci\il  and  attentive. 

Of  the  publick  buildings,  few  pretend  to  great  ar- 
chitectural merit  ;  the  djurches  are  neat  but  plain  ; 
that  of  the  Biiptists  however  has  some  claim  to  ele- 
garjce  of  design  ;  it  is  a  rotunda  surmounted  by  a 
dome,  which  is  lighted  by  a  lan'horn,  '20  feet  in  dia- 
meter ;  there  is  a  projection  to  the  street,  in  the  torm 
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of  wings,  separated  bj  an  lonick  colonnade,  which 
forms  the  entrance,  and  is  crowned  by  two  cupolas  ; 
the  whole  is  of  brick  ;  the  diameter  of  the  rotunda  is 
90  feet,  the  walls  are  50  feet  from  the  ground,  and 
are  surmounted  by  three  steps  before  the  swell  of  the 
dome,  which  rises  at  an  angle  of  45o.  The  building 
is  calculated  to  hold  2,500  persons. 

The  Masonick  Hall  is  an  awkward  combination  of 
brick  and  marble,  in  the  Gothick  style  ;  that  is,  plen- 
tifully "  tricked  and  frounced''  with  niches,  pinna- 
cles, and  battlements,  and  a  spire  80  feet  high.  One 
would  think  it  were  easy  to  catch  the  spirit  of  Goth- 
ick architecture,  which  seems  to  be  a  combination  of 
luxuriant  decoration  with  imposing  grandeiir  ;  no  ef- 
fort perfectly  succeeds,  which  separates  these  quali- 
ties ;  there  is,  perhaps,  besides  the  meeting  together 
of  the  awful  and  the  graceful,  an  association  of  other 
feelings,  connected  with  their  union.;  it  supposes  a 
great  exertion  of  power  in  cost  and  labour,  and  ideas 
of  power  approximate  to  the  sublime.  Grandeur  of 
design,  however  unadorned,  and  itnperfect  in  the 
means  of  doing  justice  to  its  conceptions,  must  still 
retain  the  inspiring  prerogative  of  genius,  but  to  lavish 
Gothick  ornaments  on  a  pigmy  building,  is  like  over- 
whelming a  child  with  the  armour  of  Guy,  earl  of 
Warwick. 

The  Philadelphia  bank  is  in  the  same  ridiculous 
taste  with  the  Masonick  Hall,  bating  the  absurdity  of 
the  spire  :  but  the  United  States  and  Pennsylvania 
banks  are  the  finest  buildings  in  the  city  :  the  first 
has  a  handsome  portico,  with  Corinthian  columns  of 
white  marble,  as  is  the  front  of  the  building.  The 
Pennsylvania  bank  is  a  miniature  of  the  temple  of 
Minerva  at  Athens,  and  is  the  purest  specimen  of 
architecure  in  the  States  :  the  whole  building  is  of 
marble ;  the  front  extends  51  feet,  and  the  entire  depth 
of  the  building,  including  the  front  and  back  porticos, 
is  125  feet:  the  shafts  of  the  columns  are  three  feet 
in  diameter.     The  simplicity  of  one  portico  is  some- 


PHILADELPHIA.  ]GU 

what  injured  by  windows,  but  llie  whole  effect  is 
highly  jdeasin;:,  and  >lr.  Latrobe  deserves  the  grati- 
tinle  of  (he  cily  l«r  his  taste  in  the  selection  of  a  mo- 
del, which  cannot  but  have  a  favourable  effect  on  the 
style  of  ftiture  edifices.  An  Athenian  from  the 
shades  could  object  little  to  liie  design  of  this  build- 
ing, nor  would  he  greatly  err  as  to  the  appjopi  iaiion 
of  what  he  would  naturally  ileem  a  temple  ;  so  it  is  ; 
(he  clt'ity  alone  is  changed,  Maniiuon  lor  IMinerva  : 
each  passion  of  our  nature  has,  in  its  turn,  been  "  lord 
of  the  ascendant  ;"  and  temples,  castles,  banks,  have 
in  succession  been  consecrated  by  the  superstition, 
ambition,  and  avarice  of  mankind. 

The  S^ite-house  is  a  plain  brick  building,  finished 
in  IT'S'),  at  the  cost  of  6000/.  The  noblest  recollec- 
tions of  America  are  attached  to  it.  The  Con<j;ress 
sat  in  it  during  the  greater  part  of  the  war,  and  the 
Declaration  of  Inilependence  was  read  from  its  steps, 
July  4th,  1776.  The  Federal  Convention  also  sat  in 
it,  in  1787.  It  is  now  occupied  by  the  supreuie  and 
district  courts  below,  and  P^-ale's  musaeum  above. 
This  musaeum  contains  a  collection  of  preserved 
birds  and  animals,  minerals,  Intlian  arms  and  dresses, 
and  a  long  line  of  ill-favoured  portraits,  by  a  Mr. 
Rembrandt  Peale  ;*  but  the  most  interesting  object 
is  an  entire  skeleton  of  the  iMammoth,  or  great  Mas- 
todon, discovered  by  the  exertions  of  Mr  Peale,  the 
founder  and  proprietor  of  the  musaenni,  in  the  State 
of  New  York,  in  1801.  His  son  published  an  account 
of  it  in  London  the  same  year  ;  1  extract  the  princi- 
pal dimensions  : 

Feet,     inches. 
Height  over  (he  shoulders,  1 1     0 

Do.  over  the  hips,  -  9     0 

*  By  the  bye,  this  nominal  union  of  the  illustrion>  ilcad  with 
the  ignoble  livins,  is  very  t)ad  ta«»te.  In  Georse  Town,  there 
is  a  pert'uiner  called  Romulus  Kiggs,  and  we  have  a  Juuius  Bru- 
tus Booth. 
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Length  from  the  chin  to  the  rump, 
From  the  point  of  the  tusks  to  the 

end  of   the    tail,  toliov\ing  the 

curve, 
In  a  straight  line, 
Width  of  the  hips  and  body, 
Length  of  the  longest  vertebra, 
Of  the  longest  rib, 
Of  the  luska  or  horns, 
Circumference  of  one  tooth, 
Weight  of  the  same,  4  lb.  10  oz. 
Whole  skeleton  weighs  1000  ib. 

This  enormous  animal  fabrick  is  placed  at  the  end 
of  one  of  the  apartments,  wilh  several  figures  of  men 
near  it,  probably  to  mark  the  con'rast  of  their  dimen- 
sions. The  human  stature  is,  indeed,  pigmean  be* 
side  it,  but  there  is  another,  and  still  more  striking 
point,  uncler  which  it  may  be  considered.  It  moved 
and  had  its  being,  when  all  that  is  of  human  institu- 
ticn  was  not  ;  for  though  the  situation  and  state  in 
which  the  bones  were  discovered,  may  lead  us  to  con- 
clude, that  the  catastrophe  by  which  its  race  was 
destroyed,  was  more  recent  than  those  revolutions  of 
Nature  which  have  disturbed  the  frame-work  of  the 
globe,  it  must  still  have  been  sufficiently  sudden  and 
violent  to  destroy  all  the  living  species  of  the  earth. 
The  wall-like  ridges  of  the  Alleghanie»,  with  the  gaps 
or  fissures,  through  which  the  piincipal  rivers  de- 
scend at  right  angles  to  them,  atTord  strong  support 
to  the  hypothesis  of  M.  Volney,  that  these  ridges 
once  inclosed  lakes,  which  have  been  drained  by  the 
escape  of  the  present  rivers.  This  drain  might,  in- 
deed, have  been  affected  by  the  gradual  wearing 
through  of  their  mountain  breaches,  as  Lake  Erie 
may,  in  the  course  of  ages,  be  drained  by  the  action 
of  the  Falls  of  Niagara  ;  in  this  case,  however,  no 
entire  species  of  animals  would  have  been  involved 
in  destruction  ;  each  would  have  retired  from  the 
gradual  swelling  of  the  waters  in  its  neighbourhood : 
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on  the  contrary,  should  (his  revolution  have  been  the 
etiect  of  some  sudilen  natural  convulsion,  such  a 
shock  wouhi  have  been  suflficient  to  destroy  man  and 
his  works,  supposing  the  human  race  to  have  then 
existed,  and  lo  lia\e  i^iven  ttial  impulsion  to  the  At- 
lanfick,  whicli  incrusled  in  polar  ice  llie  Mammoth 
of  Siberia. 


0    2. THE    FINE    ARTS. 

Philadelphia  contains  an  Academy  of  the  Fine 
Arls,  tounded  in  loOj  by  voluntary  contribution, 
and  soon  after  incorporated  by  ttie  Legislature.  It 
has  a  handsome  building,  c  • 'aining  rooms  for  draw- 
ing anil  publick  exhibitions.  In  the  hall  of  staiuary, 
besides  numerous  casts,  are  several  pleasing  j)ieces 
of  Italian  sculpture,  particularly  two  Bacchantes. 
The  picture-gallery  contains  several  excellent  pic- 
tures of  the  old  masters,  and  a  large  colleclion  of  the 
modern.  It  is  injudicious  to  place  them  side  by 
side.  American  artists  seem  to  think  that  to  paint 
largely  is  to  paint  well  :  much  good  colour  and  can- 
vass are  thereby  lost. 

It  is  not  surprising  that  painting  should  have  made 
such  feeble  progress,  not  only  in  America,  but  in 
modern  Eiirope  generally  ;  feeble,  witii  reference  to 
the  perfection  of  the  art,  for  of  correct  and  graceful 
painting  there  is  no  want  ;  wealth  will  create  so  far; 
but  the  sublime  is  the  proiluction  of  enthusiasm  only, 
and  our  social  system  contains  no  qualities  by  which 
an  artist's  enthusiasm  may  be  either  in-^pired,  or  re- 
warded. It  is  true  that  many  painters  are  correct- 
ly said  to  be  enthusiastically  tond  of  their  protes- 
sion,  as  many  readers  are  of  poetry,  who  would  not 
therefore  make  excellent  poets  :  the  mind,  compelled 
to  one  occupation,  will  commonly  become  disgusted 
or  devoted  :  habit  engenders  attachment  ;  this  is 
professional  enthusiasm.     But  there  is  another   kind, 
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of  a  more  expansive  and  intellectual  character;  oc- 
cupying itself,  not  upon  the  profession,  but  upon  the 
subjects  of  the  profession  ;  and  this  is  even  more  es- 
sential than  the  former,  in  as  much  as  the  ablest 
painter  can  go  no  further  than  the  perfect  delineation 
of  his  own  conceptions  ;  so  that  if  these  be  cold  or 
inadequate,  the  performance  must  suffer  in  the  same 
proportion.  Here  seems  to  be  the  parting  point  be- 
twixt ancient  and  modern  artists.  We  have  no  re- 
mains of  Grecian  painting,  but  the  analogy  of  sculp- 
ture will  illustrate  my  remark.  The  Greek  statuary 
might  easily  persuade  himself  that  the  divine  image 
he  had  cloathed  with  majesty  and  beauty,  would  not 
only  be  an  object  of  adoration  to  his  fellow  citizens, 
but  might  even  become  the  material  dwelling-place 
of  the  Deity,  whose  lineaments  he  had  worthily  ex- 
pressed :  while  the  heroes,  who  were  indebted  to  the 
gratitude  of  their  countrymen,  for  a  seat  among  the 
immortals,  must  be  contented  to  owe  to  his  chisel  the 
form  and  features  of  their  divinized  existence.  If 
the  ancients  deified  human  nature,  their  artists  and 
poets  were  the  high-priests  of  the  apotheosis. 

The  great  burst  of  talent  with  which  painting  has 
adorned  'the  Christian  world,  shewed  itself  in  Italy  : 
the  Christian  mythology  supplied  the  place  of  the 
gods  of  Paganism  ;  saints  and  martyrs  that  of  Her- 
cules and  Tiieseus  ;  but  the  strength  of  enthusiasm 
was  the  same,  and  perhaps  more  nearly  similar  than 
the  Protestant  inhabitants  of  Northern  Europe  may 
be  able  readily  to  imagine.  It  is  a  well  known  anec- 
dote, that  painters  frequently  partook  of  the  sacra- 
ment before  they  began  an  altar-piece  :  their  finest 
paintings  were,  in  fact,  religious  offerings  ;  and  they 
who  patronized  and  applauded,  as  well  as  they  who 
painted,  had  alike  kindled  the  altars  of  their  taste 
with  the  fires  of  religious  zeal.  The  spiritualized 
creed  of  Protestantism  disembodied  the  whole  Po- 
pish mythology :  credulity  was  forced  into  new 
channels,  and  the  artist  who  should  attempt  to  re- 
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animalc  the  ifna;;es  of  a  belief  no  lonsjer  fashionable, 
would  feel  his  spirit  chilled  in  ll)e  un^enial  atmos- 
piiere  ;  and  speedily  learn  to  exchanne  the  delinea- 
tion of  IMatioiinas,  (whose  viriiin  [unify  some  are 
irreverent  enoiii^h  to  smile  at,  and  ahnosf  all  are  con- 
tent coldly  to  assent  to,)  tor.  tlic  more  lucrative  em- 
ployment of  flatlerinji  living  beauty  :  hence  it  is 
that  our  exiiibilions  blaze  with  ladies  of  quality, 
olHcers  of  iiussars,  gentlemen  in  arm-chairs,  and 
other  equally 

"  Vain  uttcmpls  to  2:ivc  a  dratlilcss  lot 
"To  names  by  iVatiire  born  to  be  forgot." 

It  is  true  thai  there  is  enough  of  reliicion  at  pre- 
sent in  America,  but  it  is,  for  the  most  pnrf,  of  that 
sour  Calvinistick  kind  which  would  damn  Si.  Cecilia 
for  a  "pianoforte  playing  strumpet,"  and  put  the 
whole  celestial  hierarchy  into  snuflf-coloured  suits, 
and   high   bibs  and   tuckers. 

Nor  are  the  publick  and  political  events  of  mo- 
dern times  less  unpropitious  to  the  artist's  pencil  : 
the  Athenian,  or  Roman  painters  addrest  their  per- 
formances to  the  whole  civilized  world,  for  what 
was  tliere  of  civilization  which  had  not  bowed  to  the 
arts  or  arms  of  these  nations?  Their  goils  were  the 
gods  of  the  universe:  their  publick  transactions  de- 
cided the  fate  of  all  nations,  not  barbarian*.  The 
modern  painter  rau5t  expect  that  the  event  which 
he  selects  as  interesting  to  his  own  nation,  will  be 
regarded  at  best  with  intlifference,  perhaps  with 
disgust,  by  nine-tenths  of  the  rest  of  mankind. 
There  are  besides  very  few  |)ublick  events  sus- 
ceptible of  picturesque  cfTect :  the  business  of  go- 
vernment is  no  longer  tr;nsacted  in  a  publick  forum, 
before  the  assendjled  people,  with  all  the  accesso- 
ries of  eloquence,  passion,  and  religion  :  the  artist 
must  now  grope  his  way  into  the  ministerial  closet, 
thence  to  extract   well-drest  heads,  from  which   feel- 
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ing  never  shook  the  powder,  and  transplant  to  his 
canvass  rows  of  vacant,  or  kingly  countenances, 
looking  over  the  partitioning  of  kingdom^,  with  8uch 
an  air  a^^  easy  grocers  cast  up  their  ledgers.  All  is 
calculation;  and  how  can  calculation  he  painted? 
Take  two  or  three  subjects  from  Roman  history  by 
way  of  contrast  : — I.  Horatius  Codes  singly  de- 
fending the  bridge  of  the  Janiculum. — His  coun- 
trymen are  at  work  behind  hiui,  breaking  down  the 
bridge,  on  the  destruction  of  which  hangs  the  fate 
of  the  youthful  repciblick.  Shame  to  be  thus  held 
in  check  by  a  single  warriour,  a  sense  of  the  impor- 
tance of  gaining  the  pass  ere  the  Romans  have  com- 
pleted their  work,  have  urged  on  the  Etruscans  to 
surround  their  adversary:  his  shield  is  already  stuck 
full  of  their  darts,  and  they  are  beginning,  by  bodily 
strength,  to  force  him  from  his  po?;t :  at  this  in- 
stant, the  crash  of  the  broken  bridge,  and  the  joyful 
shout  of  the  Romans,  for  a  moment  check  their  attack  : 
then  Codes  exclaims,  "  O  father  Tiber,  I  entreat 
of  thy  Deity  propitiously  to  receive  these  arras, 
and  this  thy  soldier  to  thy  stream." — 2,  D:jring 
the  siege  of  Rome  by  the  Gauls,  Quintus  Fabius 
Dorso  passes  through  the  midst  of  their  army,  in  a 
sacrificial  habit,  bearing  the  sacred  vessels  in  his 
hands,  to  perform  the  riles  of  his  family  on  the 
Collis  Quirinalis,  "Livii  Hist.  I.  v.  c.  46."— Some 
,of  the  Gauls  seek  to  terrify  him  with  menacing 
gestures;  some  point  him  out,  with  astonishment  at 
his  audacity  ;  others  regard  him  with  a  religious  re- 
verence.— 3.  The  death  of  Brutus,  as  described  by 
Velleius  Paterculus.  His  left  artn  is  raised,  and 
thrown  back  above  his  head  ;  his  right  hand  guides 
the  sword's  point  to  his  heart  :  the  averted  counte- 
nance and  hesitating  posture  of  his  freedman,  con- 
trast with  the  resolved  and  energetick  attitude  of  the 
hero. — Of  modern  incidents,  battles  seem  to  be  most 
capable  of  picturesque  effect;  yet  here  the  artist 
encounters  difficulties  of  no  trifling  kind.     The  chief 
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interest  is  attached  to  tlie  leader,  \\\\n  must  conse- 
qiieiilly  occupy  the  centre  of  tlie  [Kiiiitiiii:  ;  but  a 
general  oflu  er  and  his  stuff  are  piecir^eiy  tlie  least 
piclnre^qiie,  l)ecau'^e  the  most  inactive  objects  in 
the  whtjie  army.  To  represent  a  great  degree  of 
perturbaiion,  would  be  to  indicate  a  want  of  Belf- 
possession  :  the  painter  is  therefore  reduced  to  a 
kind  of  '^roiiplnii,  remiered  almost  ridiculous  by  re- 
petih(jii  :  the  general's  ex'ended  right  arm,  his  white 
hor.^e's  corresponding  raised  leg,  an  aid-tlecamp 
will)  his  hal  «>tf,  on  tlie  gallop,  have  become  the  ine- 
vitable coimnon  places  of  battle-pieces.  Our  bailies 
are  well  suited  lo  panoramas,  because,  though  they 
have  much  uniftirmify  in  llie  detail,  they  have  more 
variety  in  the  toiit-ensembley  than  those  of  the  an- 
cients. 

In  addition  to  these  general  disadvantages,  paint- 
ing in  America  has  some  peculiar  obstacles  to  <on- 
tend  with.  The  more  equal  division  of  wealth 
leaves  a  less  sur|)lus  to  be  expended  in  the  luxury 
of  the  arts:  the  equal  division  of  inheritances  places 
almost  every  man  ui  the  necessity  of  haxinc  re- 
course to  commerce,  or  a  profession  :  we  consequently 
find  neither  the  idleness  which  engenders  dissipa- 
tion, nor  the  leisure  which  creates  taste.*  Again, 
industry  has  too  many  safe  roads  to  competence, 
to  induce  any  considerable  number  of  men  of  talents 
to  embarked  in  a  profession,  whose  honours,  like  a 
guerdon  of  chivalry,  are  rentlered  deaier  to  the  suc- 
cesalid  (t  w.  by  the  many  sacr  ficed  in  the  ad^enture. 
Thus  the  \t.y  advantages  ot  Anerica  turn  i)g;»inst 
the  arts  ;  nor  would  it,  perhaps,  be  refining  too  tar  to 
observe,  that  the  tendency  observable  in  Americiins 
towards  logical  anal}  sis,  the  natural  result  of  their 
education  and  government,  thouiih  extreuiely  useful 
in  the  business  of  life,  is  not  equally  favouiable  to  the 

*  \  speak  natinnallj  ;   thrr<'  are,  of  course.  irnliTiduals  who 
form  exceptiuus  to  both  branches  oi  the  corollary. 
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arts;  the  excellence  of  which,  to  be  rightly  judged, 
must  he  powerfully  felt;  whereas,  to  think  correctly 
on  all  subjects,  is  to  feel  stron^'y  on  none.  In  fine, 
America  may  justly  expect  a  brillant  success  in  wliat- 
ever  relates  to  the  useful  sciences,  in  mechanical  in- 
ventions, and  all  the  arts  by  which  her  immense  terri- 
tory, and  active  population  may  be  most  abvanta- 
geously  employed  ;  but  the  ideal  world  is  not  included 
in  her  domain  ;  it  has,  perhaps  in  mercy,  been  assign- 
ed to  those  nations  which  have  learned  to  feel,  by 
being  compelled  to  suffer. 


5    3. SOCIETY. 

"When  mu-sick  and  the  fine  arts,"  (says  the  Mar- 
quis de  Chastellux,  and  a  Frenchman  must  be  allowed 
a  voice  on  such  subjects,)  "  come  to  prosper  in  Phila- 
delphia: when  society  once  becomes  easy  and  gay, 
and  they  learn  to  accept  of  pleasure  when  it  presents 
itself,  without  a  formal  invitation  ;  then  may  foreigners 
enjoy  all  the  advantages  peculiar  to  their  manners 
and  government,  without  envying  any  thing  in  Eu- 
rope.'* To  which  his  translator  subjoins,  by  way 
of  commentary  ;  "  It  is  very  certain,  that  any  person 
educated  in  Europe,  and  accustomed  to  the  luxury 
of  musick  and  the  fine  arts,  and  to  their  enjoyment 
in  the  two  capitals  of  France  and  England,  must  find 
a  great  void  in  these  particulars  in  America." — A 
lapse  of  thirty-five  years  has  not  diminished  the  truth 
of  these  observations.  Society  in  Philadelphia,  (and 
what  may  be  said  on  this  point,  with  regard  to  Phila- 
delphia, applies  with  double  force  to  all  other  parts 
of  America,)  is  yet  in  its  infancy.  By  society,  I 
mean  the  art  of  combining  social  qualities,  so  as  to 
produce  the  highest  degree  of  rational  enjoyment; 
this  supposes  a  common  stock  of  ideas,  on  subjects 
generally  interesting,  and  a  manner  of  givinii  them 
cl^rruHiiou,  by  which  the  self-love  of  each  may  be  at 
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once  roused,  and  satisfied.  Pnbl'u  k  amusements,  the 
arts,  such  literary  and  |diilosoj)liical  tt){»ics  as  require 
taste  and  sen>il)ilily,  withoul  supposing  a  fatiguing 
depth  of  erudition,  a  moraiily  rallicr  graceful  than 
austere,  and  a  total  absence  of  dogmatism  on  all  sub- 
jects, constitute  many  of  the  materials  for  such  an 
inter<ourse.  In  Philadt  Iphiu,  [)ul>lick  amusements 
are  notliing  ;  the  fine  arts  little  considered,  because 
every  man  is  suflii  ieiitly  occupied  with  his  oun  busi- 
ness ;  for  the  same  reason,  questions  of  mere  sperula- 
tion  in  literature  or  philosophy  wouM  be  looked  upon 
as  a  waste  of  time;  in  moraiily,  e\ery  thing  is  pre- 
cise ;  in  reliiiion,  all  is  dogma.  It  may  seem  strange, 
(hat  a  people  so  generally  well  informed  as  the  Ame- 
ricans, shoidd  be  so  little  sensible  to  literary  enjoy- 
ments :  not  less  curious  is  it,  tliat  the  fieest  pfople 
upon  earth  shouhl  be  straight-laced  in  morality,  and 
doi^matical  in  religion  :  a  moment's  consiiieraiion  will 
solve  this  seeujing  inconsistency.  The  Americana 
read  for  i»nprovement,  and  to  make  a  piactical  appli- 
cation of  their  knowledge:  they  collect  honey  for  the 
hive,  not  to  lavish  its  sweetness  in  social  intercourse  ; 
hence  the  form  is  less  consiilered  than  the  matter; 
but  it  is  the  form  which  is  principally  the  subject  of 
(aste.  There  is  besides,  a  principle  of  economy 
running  through  every  department  of  society  in  the 
States  :  it  is  a  saving  of  time,  rather  to  import  books 
than  to  write  them  ;  hence,  there  is  no  class  of  authors, 
no  literary  emulation  :  criticism  loses  its  interest  when 
confined  to  the  proiuctions  of  foreigners  ;  they  may 
be  read  for  profit  or  amusement,  but  they  cannot  be 
discussed,  either  in  their  faults  or  beauties,  with  the 
feeling  inspired  by  the  writings  of  compatriots,  whose 
reputation  every  member  of  society  feels  as  connect- 
ed with  his  own,  and  their  glory  as  part  of  his  patri- 
mony. A'lain,  piquancy  in  conversation  supposes  a 
certain  persiflage,  a  latitude  in  opinion,  which  allows 
every  thing  to  be  said  on  e\ery  subject,  pro\ided  it 
be  said  well :  this  kind  of  freedom,  which  appertains 
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perhaps,  to  a  corruption  of  existing  institutions,  is 
singularly  inapplicable  to  a  country,  in  which  all 
moral  duties  are  positive  ;  and  whatever  is  positive 
admits  neither  of  speculation  nor  discussion. 

Religious  toleration  has  produced  in  America  an 
effectf  which  though  natural,  is  curiously  the  reverse 
of  what  the  advocates  for  a  church,  "  by  law  es- 
tablished," commonly  predict.  A  monopoly,  either 
in  trade  or  religion,  goes  far  to  produce  stagnation 
and  decrement  ;  iibi  una,  ibi  nulla. — Zeal  cools, 
and  faith  decays,  under  the  indolent  governance  of 
chartered  pastors,  with  whorn  such  external  compli- 
ance, as  will  assure  them  on  the  score  of  temporals, 
may  be  expected  to  form  the  chief  part  of  their  anxie- 
ty. When  the  monopoly  is  entirely  close,  the 
few  in  whose  minds  reason  continues  to  assert  her 
rights,  have  no  resource,  but  in  such  positive  infideli- 
ty as  will  permit  those  outward  compliances,  which  an 
heretical  belief  would  regard  as  criminal.  A  free  com- 
petition, on  the  contrary,  not  only  stimulates  the 
zeal  of  all,  because  on^  sect  has  no  advantage  over 
another,  except  what  it  acquires  by  its  own  exertions, 
but  in  the  many  shades  of  belief  it  offers  to  the  pub- 
lic choice,  there  are  few  so  fastidious  as  not  to  find 
some  colour  suitable  to  their  own  complexion  ;  and 
as  every  proselyte  is  a  genuine  victory,  the  stray 
sheep  from  one  fold  are  very  quickly  caught  up  and 
penned  in  another.  There  are  forty-two  churches  in 
Philadelphia  :  Roman  Catholick,  Episcopalian,  Pres- 
byterian, Quaker,  Fr-ee  Quaker,  Swedish  Lutheran, 
German  Lutheran,  German  Reformed,  Associate, 
Associate  Refortned,  Covenanters,  Methodists,  Chris- 
tian church,  Moravian,  Universalist,  Independent, 
Unitarian,  Jewish.  To  fall  in  with  none  of  these, 
would  indicate  a  surprising  eccentricity  of  character, 
not  likely  to  meet  with  much  indulgence  ;  and  hav- 
ing chosen  one,  the  American  would  consider,  that, 
like  a  trade,  it  was  seriously  to  be  followed,  and  no 
longer  speculated  upon. 
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Politicks  are,  indeed,  a  subject  of  high  interest, 
whether  in  action  or  .speculation,  but  lor  this  very 
reason  Ihey  are  scarcely  a  fit  topick  for  social  relaxa- 
tion :  tliey  are  a  part  ol  every  miu's  l)iisiness,  anil 
are  discussed  as  such  :  a  pleaure  too,  which  excludes 
the  fe  naJe  half  of  society,  scarcely  belongs  to  the 
class  of  social  eujoyinenfs,  yet  the  interest  it  excites, 
will  probably  lont^  render  the  Americans  careless  of 
the  lighter  beauties  of  conversational  pleasure. 

I  proceed  to  consider  the  manner  necessary  to 
give  society  its  perfect  grace.  "  All  the  politeness 
of  the  Americans,'*  observes  the  IMarqiiis  de  Chas- 
tellux,  "  is  mere  form,  such  as  drinking  health  to  the 
company,  observing  ranks,  giving  up  the  right  hand, 
&c.  but  they  i\o  nothing  of  this,  but  what  has  been 
taught  them  ;  not  a  particle  of  it  is  the  residt  of  sen- 
timent :  in  a  wonl,  politeness  here,  is  like  religion 
in  Italy,  every  thing  in  practice,  but  without  any 
principle."  1  have  myself  seen  a  lad  handing  two 
young  women  out  of  a  pot-hoii«*e  ifito  the  stage  wag- 
gon, with  all  the  gravity  of  a  IMaster  of  the  Ceremo- 
nies at  Bath  :  in  fact,  ll|is  varnish  is  used  to  cover 
manners  very  frequently  vulgar,  and  very  rarely 
elegant.  Manners  to  be  vulvar  must  be  adected ; 
the  meanest  Jnilian  is  a  genii'/nan,  because  he  is 
composed  and  natural ;  add  a  desire  to  please,  and 
you  have  all  that  society  requires.  A  Frenchmaif  is 
as  anxioijs  to  please  as  he  appears,  because  big 
vanity  is  gratified  by  success ;  his  politeness  is 
the  natural  expression  of  this  anxiety,  and  plea- 
ses, as  somelhing  natural.  The  Atnerlcan,  on 
the  contrary,  silent  and  reflecting,  occupies  him- 
self very  little  with  the  effect  of  what  he  sa)  s ; 
**  Briller  cfrt/if  In  Societiy^^  is  to  him  an  unmean- 
ing phrase  ;  his  politeness  is,  therefore,  no  re- 
flexion of  his  feelings,  but  an  artificial  form  he  has 
borrowed,  to  hide  a  vacuum  : — and  what  should  have 
induced  a  sensible  people  to  borrow  a  trapping  so 
unsuited  to  their  character  ?  The  vanity  prol.ably, 
to  rival  the  nations   of  Europe,   in  manners,  as   well 
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as  in  arts  and  power  :  the  French  led  the  ton  in 
fashions  ;  and  accident  gave  French  fashions  a  dou- 
ble advanfa-je  in  America:  but  they  made  the  mis- 
take of  the  noble(nan,  who  purchased  Punch,  and 
then  wondered  he  exhibited  none  of  the  feats  which 
had  delighted  him,  while  in  possession  of  the  show- 
man : — but  I  mistake  ;  they  have  no  such  astonish- 
ment;  they  believe,  he  actually  does  exhibit  them 
all. 

I  have  proceeded  too  far  in  the  discussion  of  man- 
ners without  introducing  the  ladies,  who  have  so 
great  a  share  in  forming  them.  Their  cheeks  may 
redden,  perhaps,  at  my  hard  sayings,  but  I  offer  to 
replace  their  wreaths  of  tinsel,  with  chaplets  of  pearls. 
Women  bear  a  high  rate  in  the  American  market, 
because  they  are  scarce  in  proportion  to  the  demand, 
in  a  country,  where  all  men  marry,  and  marry  young; 
consequently  they  are  not  called  upon,  to  make  great 
exertions  to  captivate  ;  they  can  do  without  striking 
accomplishments,  and,  to  recur  to  a  trading  maxim, 
which  they  will  very  well  understand,  there  will  sel- 
dom be  more  of  a  commodity  raised  for  market,  than 
the  consumption  calls  for.  Female  accomplishments 
are  consequently  in  the  same  predicament  with  male 
politeness  ;  they  are  cultivated  upon  a  principle  of 
vanity,  to  imitate  the  ladies  of  Europe;  but  they 
seldom  enrich  the  understanding,  or  give  elegance 
to  the  manners  :  — like  the  men,  the  ladies  fall  into 
the  mistake  of  confounding  fashions  with  manners, 
and  think  they  import  Parisian  graces  with  Parisian 
bonnets  :  nay,  this  is  little,  they  have  improved  the 
commodity  :  *'  The  American  ladies,"  as  1  have  heard 
an  American  lady  modestly  observe,  "  unite  French 
grace  with  English  modesty."  Happy  combination, 
did  it  not  neutralize  the  whole  compound  !  Let  us 
view  them  in  their  perihelion,  at  a  ball  or  assembly. 
Chairs  are  arranged  in  a  close  semi-circle  ;  the  ladies 
file  into  the  room,  and  silently  take  their_  seats  beside 
each  other,  the  men  occupying  the  chord  of  the  segment, 
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vis-a-vis  to  Ibeir  fair  foes,  (for  such  iheir  cautious 
dislance  and  rare  coinrnuiiicalion  would  indicate  ihem 
to  Ije  :  )  the  ni«*n  in  (his  >»ifuafion  di«icuss  trade  and 
politicks  ;  the  Indies,  fashions  and  iioniesiirk  incidents, 
with  all  the  tji;iel  and  gravity  becoming  ttie  solemni- 
ty of  fheineetini  :  tea  and  cotfee  are  handed  about, 
and  in  dne  prot  ess  of  lime,  cakes  and  lemonade, 
&c.  :  8ht)idd  there  be  no  dancing:,  the  forces  draw 
orf*,  afler  havinir  for  several  heurs  tjjus  reconnoitred 
each  other.  When  they  dance,  the  men  step  for- 
ward, and,  Fnore  by  gesture  than  word,  indicate  their 
wishes  to  their  fair  partners:  Cotillions  then  com- 
mence, with  a  gravity  and  perseverance  almost  pitia- 
ble, "Dancing,"  says  the  Marquis  de  Chastellux, 
is  said  to  be  at  once  the  emblem  of  gayety  and  of 
love  :  here  it  seems  to  be  the  "emblem  of  legislation 
and  marria2;e."  The  animation  displayed  by  the 
feet  never  finds  its  way  into  the  countenance,  to  light 
up  the  eye,  or  deepen  the  rose  on  the  cheek, 

Which  hang':  in  chill  and  lifele<;s  lustre  there. 
Like  a  r'-d  oak-leaf  in  the  wintry  air  ; 
While  the  blue  eye  above  it  coldly  beams. 
Like  moonlight  radiance  upon  frozen  streams. 

One  conceives,  on  these  occasions,  how  dancing 
may  become,  as  it  is  among  the  Shakers,  a  religious 
ceremony.  M.  Volney  is  inclined  to  deduce  fiom 
the  sour  Presbvterianism  of  the  first  settlers  in  New 
England,  "  Le  ton  '-freinouieux,  /'a/r  grave  el  silen- 
cieuxy  et  toule  Vetiquette  ^vindte  qui  reitue  encore 
dans  la  societi  des  fetnmes  des  Elals  Unis.'*  Not- 
withstanding the  multiplicity  of  sects  in  America, 
thev  all  take  their  tone  from  the  austerest,  that  they 
may  lose  none  of  the  advantages  resulting  from  the 
appearance  of  superiour  sanctity  :  in  this  way,  peo- 
ple of  all  creeds  are  screwed  up  to  the  pitch  of  Cai- 
vinistick  stiiTness:  gallantrv  itself  assumes  a  solemn 
and  serious  air:  the  God  of  Love  has  laid  aside  bis 
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torch  and  purple  wings,  and  steps  a  merchant's  clerk, 
well  versed  in  the  inysleries  both  of  grace  and  gain. 
Society,  under  these  circumstances,  becomes  instead 
of  the  Feast,  the  Fast  of  Self-love.  With  scarcely 
any  cotninunication  of  sentiment  betwixt  the  sexes, 
there  is  no  collision  to  strike  out  the  sparkles  of  wit, 
nor  any  sy/npathy  of  tastes  to  kindle  feeling,  or  give 
the  expression  of  it  animation.  Parties  separate  as 
if  they  had  performed'a  duty,  and  meet  to  perform 
one  again. — I  have  thiis  far  touched  on  the  deficien- 
cies of  American  females,  let  me  speak  their  praise. 
Their  good  qualities  are  of  a  sterling  kind  :  good 
wives,  good  mothers,  prudent  housekeepers,  they 
may  bid  defiance  to  the  satirist,  until  they  quit  the 
hallowed  circle  of  domestick  virtues,  to  fiutler  heavi- 
ly on  the  light  airs  of  vanity  :  through  their  affecta- 
tion only  are  they  vulnerable.  Shoidd  it  be  objected 
that  domestick  virtues  alone  are  insufficient  to  give 
the  human  mind  its  fullest  expansion,  to  produce 
a  De  Slael  or  an  Edgeworth,  we  m.ay  reply,  that 
the  energetick  feelings  which  nourish  the  soul  of 
genius,  though  to  their  immediate  possessor  they 
may,  according  to  circumstances,  be  productive 
either  of  pain  or  pleasure,  yet  in  their  general  growth, 
are  invariably  attached  to  a  state  of  social  suffering  : 
there  must  be  a  war  of  elements  to  engender  the 
thunderbolt.  In  America  life  moves  evenly,  for 
every  one  is  thriving  in  his  proper  place.  IMisfor- 
tune,  when  it  occurs,  as  where  does  it  not  ?  flows 
from  individual  miscalculation-,  and  has,  therefore, 
none  of  the  solemn  character  of  fatality,  which  it 
bears  in  asocial  system,  more  defectively  organized. 
Whatever  has  been  observed  with  regard  to  socie- 
ty in  Philadelphia,  and  in  the  Stales  generally, 
must  be  taken  with  such  exceptions  as  all  general 
observations  are  liable  to.  In  all  the  principal  towns 
small  circles  are  to  be  met  with,  in  which  animated 
conversation,  polished  and  easy  manners,  leave  no- 
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ih\n%  *o  be  desired,  l)iit  that  they  should  be  more 
coriiinon.  Tlie  Amerirans  have,  in  general,  a  friend- 
liness of  manner  whirh  could  nol  fail  to  plea  e,  would 
(hey  let  the  stream  take  ils  natural  course,  without 
torturing;  it  info  artificial  yV/.s  f/'  euH.  With  this  feel- 
ine  I  have  been  oClcn  ten. pled  to  consider  the  farmers 
of  the  back-woods  the  politest  class  of  people  in  the 
States,  because  their  manners  spring  from  tlie  true 
source,  their  feelings. 

To  a  strafijer,  Philadelphia  is  a  less  agreeable  resi- 
dence than  most  other  cities  of  the  Union,  for  the 
same  reasons  which  render  it  more  agreeable  to  the 
inhahi'ants.  Its  social  circle  is  larger,  and  conse- 
quenlly  less  needs  the  aid  of  stransers:  it  is  besides 
les?  exclusively  commercial,  and  therefore  less  in  the 
habit  of  shewing  them  hospitality. 


§    4. GAOL     AN'D    PENAL    CODE. 

The  Philadelphia  prison  is  a  more  interesting  ob- 
ject to  humanity  than  tlie  most  gorgeous  palaces  :  it 
presents  the  practical  application  of  principles  which 
worldly  men  have  derided,  and  philosophy  has  up- 
held, widiout  darine  to  hope  for  their  adoplion.  The 
exteriotjr  of  the  building  is  simp'e,  with  ralher  the  air 
of  an  hospital  thnn  a  gaol:  a  single  graied  do«)r  sepa- 
rates the  interiour  froni  the  street.  On  entering  the 
court-yard  I  found  it  iidl  of  stone-cutters,  employed 
in  sawing;  and  preparing  large  blocks  of  stone  and 
marble;  smiths'  forges  were  at  work  nn  one  side  of 
if,  and  the  whole  ( ourt  is  surrounded  by  a  gallery 
and  double  tier  of  work  shops,  in  which  were  brush- 
makers,  tailors,  shoemakers,  weavers,  all  at  their 
several  occupations,  labouring,  not  only  to  defray  to 
the  pidjlick  the  expences  of  their  confinement,  but  to 
provide  the  means  of  their  own  honest  subsistence  for 
the  future.  I  parsed  through  tlie  shops,  and  paused 
a  moment  in  the  gallery  to  look  down  on  ihe  scene 
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below  :  it  had  none  of  the  usual  fealurea  of  a  prison- 
bouse,  neilher  the  hardened  profligacy   which  scoffs 
down  its  own  sense  of  guilt,   nor  the  hollow-eyed  sor- 
row which  wastes  in  a  living;  death  of  unavailing  expia- 
tion :   there  was  neither  the  clank  of  chains,   nor   yell 
of  execration,  but  a  hard-working  body  of  men,   who 
though  seperated   by   justice  from  society,  were   not 
supposed  to  have  lost  the  distinctive  attribute  of  hu- 
man   nature  :    they    were   treated    as  rational   beings, 
operated     upon    by    rational    motives,   and    repaying 
this  treatnient   by   improved  Jiabits,   by   industry  and 
submission  :  they  had  been  profligate,  they  were  sober 
and  decent  in  behaviour;  they  had  been  idle,  they 
were  actively  and  usefully  employed;  they  had  diso- 
beyed the  laws,  they    submitted  (armed  as  they  were 
with  all  kind  of  utensils)  to  the  government  of  a  single 
turnkey,  and   the   barrier  of  a  single  grating.      The 
miracle  which  worked  all  this   was  humanity,   addres- 
sing their  self-love  through    their   reason.     I   envied 
A  nerica   this  system:    I    felt   a    pang    that    my    own 
country  had  neither  the  glory  to  have  invented,  nor 
the  emulation  to  have   adopted  it, — I  borrow  the   de- 
tail of  its  history  and  regulations  from  *'  the  Picture  of 
Philadelphia,"  published  by  Dr.  James  Mease,  1811. 
History. — By  the  code  of  laws,  framed  by   Wil- 
liam Penn,  the  punishment  of  death  was  abrogated  in 
all    cases,  except  "  wilful  and  premeditated   murder 
where  it    was   admitted   in  obedience  to   the   will   of 
God.'*     These    humane    and    Christian    laws,    when 
transmitted   to    England,    were    all    repealed  by    the 
Queen  in  council,  but  were  immediately   re-enacted, 
and  continued  till  the  year  1718,  the  epoch  of  Penn's 
death:  the  penal  code  of  England  was  then  revived. 
The  constitution  of  Pennsylvania,  formed  upon  the 
declaration  of  independence,  directed,   in  one   of  its 
first  provisions,  *'  the  Legislature  to  proceed   to  the 
reformation  of  the  penal  laws,  and  to  invent  punish- 
ments less  sanguinary,  and  better  proportioned  to  the 
various  degrees  of  criminality."     In  1786,  when  the 


PHILADELPHIA.  181 

close    of  the    war   left   leisure    for   infernal   improve- 
Dititis,  an  allenipt  was  rnaile  fo  ihis  fiui,  h\   luuiniiit- 
ing  the  puniAlinxnt  ot  death  lur    that  ol   haul    labour, 
in  some  cases  uhii  h  had  liefore  been  capital  :  this  la- 
bour, liowe\fr,  was   publick,  and   wah  >oon   di^cove^- 
ed  to   attain   none   ol    llie    dt-hirable    entis    ot    punish- 
ment ;  hiiidenini:,  rather  tlu.n  ict'oiniirig  the  crnninal  ; 
and  crtaiiiiLS  '"  'he    public  k  rnind,   ( onniii^eration  lor 
the  butlerini:,  rather  than  abhoirence  of  the  crinie.      Jn 
1787,  Dr.   Kusli,  who  had,  for  several   years,  borne 
tesiiniou)   against  the  S)  stem  of  publick  punishments, 
read  a  p.<per  at  a  society  for  political    infjuiiics,   held 
at  the  liouse  of  the  \enerable  Fiar)klin,  f nlilled,  "  An 
KnquiiN   into   the   Influence   of    piillick    Pi:ni>liu  ♦  rits 
on   Ciini. rials  and  Society;*' — which    was   alfciward« 
pid)iifthed.      Jn  this,  lie  exposed  the  errouis  and   inis- 
chitfof  the  penal  laws  that  had  been  retently  passed, 
and  proposeil  that  alt  punishments  should  be  private, 
and  that  ihey  should  consist  of  confinement,  different 
kind>  of  labour,  hiw  diet,   and  soliiutle,   accompanied 
by    reli'jLJoiis   iii-tf  IK  lion.      The   principles   t ontained 
in  this    pamphlet  were    opposed    wiih    acrimony    and 
ridicule,  in  tiie  ne\vs|)aper«'.      They  were   considered 
as   the    schemes   of   a   humane    heart,    but    wilil    and 
visionary  imagination,  such  as  it  was  impossible,  from 
the  nature  of  man,  and  tl\e   co'^stilnlion  of   his    mind, 
ever   to   realize.      Notwilhsta,."Jin^%   however,  a   most 
powerful    oppo>«ifion,    the   law    was  repealed,    after   it 
bad,  b>  a  <  onlinuance  of  tiiree  \  ears,  |)i()\rd  the  cor- 
rectness   of  the    arguments    which    had    been    urired 
against  it.      In  place  of  prrbrnk  punislunent,  hard  la- 
bour in  private,  fine,   solitary  imprisonment,  and  low 
diet,  were  substituted  ;   and  inspej  tors  were   appoint- 
etl,  to  carry  the  provisions  of  the  act  into  execution. 
In    17K}{,   Dr.   Rush    publisfied  ^a    second    pamphlet, 
entitled**  An  Eucpiiry  ifito  the   Justice  and  Polity  of 
puni-hidg  Murder  by   Death."      In  1793,   IMr.    Brad- 
ford, the  Attorney-General  ol  PennsyUania,  publish- 
ed **  An  Enquiry  how  far  the    Punishment  of  Death 
24 
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is  necessary  in  Pennsylvania,"  with  documents  from 
the  criminal  courts  of  the  state,  calculated  to  enforce 
the  principles  laid  down  by  Dr.  Rush.  An  account 
of  the  gaol  was  added,  by  Caleb  Lowndes,  one  of 
the  inspectors  of  the  prison.  At  the  following  ses- 
sion of  the  Legislature,  the  punishment  of  death  was 
abolished  for  all  crimes  except  murder  of  the  first  de- 
gree ;  and  a  motion  was  made,  during  the  session  of 
1809,  to  abolish  it  altogether. 

Regulations  and  Government. — The  gentlemen 
who  first  undertook  the  task  of  inspectors,  encoun- 
tered considerable  opposition  from  those  who  had,  or 
imagined  they  had,  an  interest  in  the  abuses  of  the 
old  system.  The  gaoler  had  grown  rich  by  gaol 
fees,  the  sale  of  liquors,  and  similar  perquisites,  and 
was  naturally  a  decided  enemy  to  innovation.  The 
prisoners  on  being  informed  that  their  former  habits 
of  indolence  and  drunkenness  were  to  be  replaced 
by  labour  and  sobrietj ,  took  alarm,  and  on  the  eve- 
ning of  the  first  day  on  which  the  experiment  was 
tried,  made  a  desperate  effort  to  escape ;  but  upon 
the  restoration  of  order,  the  adoption  of  mild  but 
decided  conduct,  ultimately  secured  the  most  per- 
fect obedience.  The  prisoners  were  informed,  "  that 
their  treatment  would  depend  upon  their  conduct, 
and  that  those  who  evinced  a  disposition  that  would 
afford  encouragement  to  believe  they  might  be  re- 
stored to  liberty,  should  be  recommendetl  for  a  par- 
don, but  if  convicted  again,  the  law  in  its  fullest  rigour 
would  be  cariiied  into  effect  against  them."  A 
change  was  early  visible ;  they  were  encouraged  to 
labour ;  their  good  conduct  was  remarked ;  many 
were  pardoned  ;  and  before  one  year  was  expired, 
their  behaviour  was  almost  without  exception,  de- 
cent, orderly,  and  respectful.  The  principal  regula- 
tions of  the  present  system,  may  be  reduced  to  the 
following  heads  : 

1.  Cleanliness. — The  criminal  on  coming  into  the 
gaol  is  bathed,  and  cloathed  in  the  prison  dress,  his 
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face  and  hanils  are  washed  daily,  his  linen  \s  changed 
weekly,  and  he  bathes  dinin2;  the  Humnier.  The 
af);irtriienls  are  swept  and  washed  once  or  twice  a 
week. 

•J.  Lodirincr. — The  prisoners  lie  on  the  floor  in  a 
blanket,  about  thirty  in  one  room.  Tlie  honrs  for 
rising  and  retiring;,  are  annonnced  by  a  bell.  A  lamp 
is  ke^pt  bnrninj:,  so  that  the  keeper  has  constantly  a 
view  of  the  apart uicnt. 

3.  jj/t/.__They  take  their  meals  with  the  greatest 
regularity,  by  sound  of  a  bell  :  silence  is  enjoined 
while  eating.  For  breakfast  they  have  about  three- 
fourths  of  a  pound  of  ^ood  bread,  with  molasses  and 
water;  at  dinner,  half  a  pound  of  bread  and  beef, 
a  bowl  of  soup  and  potatoes,  sometimes  hcrrjnj;s  in 
the  spring; ;  at  supper,  corn  meal,  mush,  and  molas- 
ses, and  sometimes  boiled  rice.  Slight  offences  in 
prison  are  punisiied  by  a  curtailment  of  diet.  Spi- 
rituous liqvu)r  or  beer  never  enters  the  walls,  nor 
are  provisions  permitted  to  be  sent  to  the  convicts. 

4.  Sickness. — A  rooiu  is  appropriated  to  the  sick, 
with  a  physician  and  nurses  to  attend  them  ;  but  the 
regularity  of  their  li\es  almost  secures  them  from 
disease. 

5.  Hclio^inns  Instruction. — Divine  service  is  per- 
formed on  Sundays,  and  good  hooks  are  distributed. 

6.  Labour. — VVork  suitable  to  the  age  and  capa- 
city of  the  convicts  is  assii^ned,  and  an  account  open- 
ed with  them.  They  are  charged  with  their  board, 
clothes,  the  fine  imposed  by  the  state,  and  expense 
of  prosecution,  and  are  credited  for  their  work  ;  at 
the  expiration  of  their  time  of  servitnde,  half  the 
amount  of  the  sum,  if  any  left,  after  deducting  the 
charges,  is  paid  to  then.  As  the  board  is  low,  the 
labour  constant,  and  the  working  hours  greater  than 
among  mechanicks,  they  easily  earn  more  tlian  their 
e'xpenses.  On  several  occasions,  the  balance  paid 
to  a  convict  has  amounted  to  more  tlian  100  dollars  ; 
in  one  instance,   it  was  l/)0   dollars,   and  from  10   to 
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40  dollars  are  commonly  paid.  When,  from  the 
nature  o^  the  work  at  which  ihe  convict  has  been 
enj ployed,  or  from  his  weakness,  his  labour  does  not 
amount  lo  more  than  the  charges  against  hiui,  and 
his  place  of  residence  is  a  distance  from  Philadel- 
phia, he  is  fiwnislied  with  money  sufficient  to  bear 
his  expenses  home.  The  price  of  boarding  is 
16  cents  (about  9c/.)  a-day,  and  the  general  cost 
of  cloalhs  for  a  year,  is  about  19    doll»rs  33  cents. 

T.  Corporal  pimisJiment  is  piohibi^ed  on  all  occa- 
sions. The  keepers  carry  no  weapons,  not  even  a 
stick. 

8.  Solitary  confinement. — The  solitary  cells  are 
16  in  number:  their  dimensions  s^x  feet  by  eight, 
and  nine  feet  high  ;  light  is  adunlted  by  a  window  at 
the  end  of  the  passages,  and  by  a  small  window  plac- 
ed above  the  reach  of  the  person  confined,  and  so 
contrived  as  to  admit  the  light  only  from  above. 
Stoves  in  winter  are  placed  in  the  passages  out  of 
reach  of  the  convjcts.  No  conversation  can  take 
place  betwixt  the  seveial  cells,  but  by  Aociferation, 
and  as  this  would  be  heard,  the  time  of  punishment 
would  thereby  be  increased.  Thepiisoner  is  there- 
fore abandoned  to  the  gloomy  society  of  his  own  re- 
flections. His  food  consists  of  only  half  a  pound  of 
bread  per  day.  No  nature  has  been  found  so  stub- 
born as  to  hold  out  against  this  punishment,  or  to 
incur  it  a  second  time.  Some  veterans  in  vice,  have 
declared  their  preference  of  death  by  the  gallows, 
to  a  further  continuance  in  that  place  of  toiment. 
A  convict,  by  name  Jackson,  who  acknowleged  liira- 
self  to  be  an  accon)pIished  villain,  and  to  have  been 
in  roost  of  the  gaols  of  the  United  States,  was  sen- 
tenced to  hard  labour  for  several  years  in  Pliiladel- 
phia  ;  he  gave  much  trouble,  and  at  length  escaped 
over  the  walls;  he  was  pursued  to  Maryland,  and, 
on  his  way  back,  escaped  aga">n  ;  }e  was  finally 
taken,  and  lodjied  in  the  cells,  where,  full  of  health, 
and  w^ilh  a  mind  high-toned,  he  boasted  of  his  reso- 
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lulion,  and  of  the  impossibility  of  subduing  his  spirit 
or  of  etlVclinjz;  any  change  in  him  ;  but  after  ha\ing 
been  corifinetJ  for  some  time,  an  alteration  in  liis  de- 
portment became  evident,  and  lie  took  orcasion,  when 
the  inspectors  were  going  llirough  the  prison,  to  en- 
ter into  conversation  witli  lhen»,  and  inquired  how  an 
old  comrade*  in  inifjuity  who  had  been  long  confined, 
had  obtained  his  release  from  the  cells.  The  reply 
was,  that  lie  promised  to  behave  well,  and  had  been 
put  u|)ou  his  honour  ;  "  Would  you  trust  mine  V^  he 
rcjoine*!  ;  *'  Yes,"  was  the  answer,  *'  if  you  will 
pledge  it  :'*  he  did  so,  was  released,  went  cheerfully 
to  work,  and  behaved  with  propriety  during  the  re- 
mainder of  his  time. 

9.  Inspection. — Visiting  inspectors  attend  the 
prison  at  least  twice  a  week,  to  examine  into  the 
whole  of  its  economy,  hear  the  grievances,  and  re- 
ceive the  petitions  of  the  prisoners,  lay  reports 
monthly  before  the  Board  of  Control,  and  in  every 
point  insure  the  regularity  of  the  system  ;  particular- 
ly by  watching  the  conduct  of  ils  subordinate  agents, 
as  the  keepers,  turnkey,  &c.  They  are  fourteen  in 
number. 

Such  is  the  outline  of  the  system  on  which  Penn- 
syhania,  and  the  States  which  ha^e  followed  her 
example,  may  securely  pillow  their  fame.  Objec- 
tions, however,  have  been  raised  to  it  :  its  mildness 
has  been  represented  as  a  temptation  to  crime  ;  yet 
crimes  ha>e  diuinii-hed,  since  its  adoption.  "  ]More 
persons,"  sa>s  Mr.  Brndfoid,  "were  tried  for  larce- 
nies and  buiglaries,  wliile  these  cfieiices  weie  ci'pital, 
than  since  the  punishment  has  been  lessened."  I 
had  heard  it  said  tljat  thefts  were  committed  for  the 

*  This  man  tiad  bern  rrnfncd  for  six  months  in  tlie  cell?,  at 
the  eu(\  ol  wtich  t me,  le  ng  unyhuly  sLidiifd,  he  was  let 
out  u\)(u  a  solton  pli  dgt  ol^ood  Itlavioiii,  and  during  the 
rest  ot  his  time,  gave  no  troulle.  In  ilns  case,  the  mild  rcc- 
Tersalions  and  serious  advirr  olono  oi  ilic  in*.jjfr1ors  j  owe  rlul- 
Iv  assisted 
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sake  of  returning  to  prison  ;  and  this  is  so  far  true, 
that  negroes,  who  have  neither  friends,  nor  means  of 
getting  their  biead,  have  in  some  instances  procured 
their  own  return  to  an  abode  in  which  their  few  wants 
are  provided  for ;  a  provision  comprising  all  the  en- 
joyments of  which  their  lives  are  susceptible.  This 
objection  is  in  fact  of  a  nature  so  rare  and  unique, 
that  I  doubt  whether  the  friends  of  the  institution 
should  feel  very  anxious  for  its  removal.  It  would, 
however,  be  hazardous  to  assert  that  this  system  is 
suited  to  the  meridian  of  all  nations,  or  rather  that  all 
nations  are  capable  of  receiving  it :  transplanted  into 
many  European  States,  it  would  altogether  change  its 
characer,  as  the  torch,  which  is  a  dim  speck  in  sun- 
shine, becomes  a  shining  light  in  darkness.  The  pri- 
son would  be  without  the  walls,  and  innocence  would 
take  refuge  within.  In  truth,  liberal  and  humane  in- 
stitutions cannot  co-exist  with  tyranny  and  moral  de- 
basement :  they  who  rule  by  the  lash,  and  the  bayo- 
net, have  incapacitated  themselves  from  employing 
the  golden  weapons  of  humanity. 


[  1^1  ] 


CHAPTER  XXVI. 


FHILADELrillA  TO  WASHINGTON. 


Darby 

7  14  Miles 

Chester 

7  I  2 

«Iov.  26,  Naaman's  Creek 

b 

Wilminglon 

7  12 

Newport 

4 

CfirUtiaoa 

.5  1  2 

27,  Elk  too 

10 

Havre-de  Grace 

16  1-2 

28,  Hifford  Bii»li 

11  14 

Joppa 

6  14 

29,  Haitimore 

18  12 

Dec.  8,  Vaiiville 

25  14 

Bladensburg 

8  12 

9,  Wasbiugton 

6 

loO 


On  the  banks  of  the  SchujlkHI,  about  two  miles 
from  Philadelphia,  tliere  is  a  wild  scene  of  rocka 
breaking  (he  river  into  several  rushes  and  falls:  the 
raetallick  brilliancy  of  these  rocks,  whenever  fheir 
strata  are  broken  up,  indicates  the  ridge  of  talkous 
granite,  which  Volney  has  traced  for  nearly  600 
miles,  from  Long  Island  to  the  Roanoke,  and  whi(  h 
probably  extends  as  far  as  the  Savatmah."^'  It  i»s  ob- 
served to  limit  the  tide  waters  by  the  cascades  it  forms 
on  crossing  the  rivers,  and  to  separat?  the  barren 
sand-coast  from   the  fertile  alluvion   districts  above 


*  I  found  it  about  Raleigh  in  North  CaroIiDa.  and  it  seems  by 
the  falls  to  cross  the  Frar  Hiver  near  Fayettville,  and  the 
Great  I'edee  near  the  Ferry  of  Queenl)orough.  It  is  in  some 
places  composed  of  micaceous  schistus. 
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it,  Striking  the   Delaware  at  Trenton,  the  Schuylkill 
at    Philadelphia,     the     Susquehanna    near    Oclarora 
Creek,   the   Gunpowder  Creek  near  Juppa,  the  Pa- 
tapsco    at    Eikridge,   the    Potomac  at  Geor<relown, 
the  Rappahanock  near  Fredericksburg,  the  James  at 
Richmond,    the   Apj)a;natox   above   Petershnrg,   and 
the  Roanoke  near  H:iiifax.      The  road  to  Wasliing- 
ton  follows  fhe  line  of  (his  ridge,  which  nal orally  mo- 
difies the  features  of  the  country.     Its  apparent  eleva- 
tion is  inronsider-ible,  just  sufficient   to  undulate  the 
face  of  the  landscape,  and  occasionally   presenting, 
esoei'ially  ro  ind  streams,  bolder  prominences,  called 
bluffs   in   South   Carolina.  .    The   creeks  and   rivers, 
wearing    lhrou2;h    a    yieMing    soil,    have    frequently 
their  banks  steep,  ami  let  the  eye  into  deep  woody 
glens  ;  the  soil  in  such  situations  is  rendered  fertile 
by  a  mixture  of  clay  with  the  sand  which  constitutes 
its  basis. ^      As  far  as  Wilmington,  the  stalely  Dela- 
ware enriches  t!ie  prospect  :  from  thence  the  scenery 
is  uniform,  consisting  of  plantations,  interspersed  with 
oak  and  pine  barrens. 

The  houses  universally  shaded  with  large  verandas, 
seem  to  give  notice  of  a  southern  climate  ;  the  hnts 
round  then,  open  to  the  elements,  and  void  of  every 
intention  of  contort,  tell  a  less  pleasing  tale  :  they  in- 
for  n  the  traveller  he  has  entered  upon  a  land  of  mas- 
ters and  slaves,  and  he  beholds  the  scene  marred 
with  wretched  d  veilings,  and  wretched  faces.  Tiie 
eye,  which  for  the  first  ti(ne  looks  on  a  slave,  feels  a 
painful  impression :  he  is  one  for  who  n  the  laws  of 
humanity  are  reversed,  who  lias  known  nothing  of 
society  b  it  its  injustice,  nothing  of  his  fellow  man  'lut 
his  hir  leneJ,  un  lisguised,  atrocious  selfishness.  Tiie 
cowering  hu  nility,  the  expressions  of  servile  respect, 
with  which  the  negro  ap,iroiches  the  white  min, 
strike  o.i   the  senses,   not  like  the   courtesy  of  the 

*  I  foiind  ab'iadaQce  of  iron-stone  on  this  line,  in  blocks  and 
detached  masses. 
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French  ami  Ilalian  peasant,  giving  a  grace  to  pover- 
ty, but  ivi'h  the  chilling  imlication  of  a  crushed  spi- 
rii  :  the  sound  of  Ilie  lash  is  in  his  acce^t^^  of  submis- 
sion, and  the  eye  which  shrink*?  from  mine,  caught  its 
fear  from  thai  of  the  task-master.  Habit  steels  us  to 
all  things,  and  it  is  not  to  be  cxj)ected,  that  objects, 
constantly  present,  should  continue  to  excite  the 
same  sensations  which  they  caiiee,  when  looked  upon 
for  the  first  time  ;  (and  this,  perhaps,  is  one  reason, 
why  so  mucli  cruelly  has  been  tolerated  in  the 
worlil  ;)  but  whoever  should  look  on  a  slave  for  the 
first  time  in  his  life,  with  the  same  indifTerent  gaze  he 
woidd  bestow  on  any  casual  object,  may  triumph  in 
the  ^ood  fortune  through  which  he  was  born  free  ;  but 
in  his  heart,  he  is  a  slave,  and  as  a  moral  being,  de- 
graded infinitely  below  the  negro,  in  whose  soul  the 
light  of  freedou)  has  been  extinguislied,  not  by  his 
own  insensibility,  but  by  the  tyranny  of  olhers.  Did 
the  miserable  condition  of  the  negro  leave  him  mind 
for  reflection,  he  might  laugh  in  his  chains  to  see  how 
slavery  has  stricken  the  laml  with  ugliness.  The 
smiling  villages  and  happy  population  of  the  Eastern 
and  Centr?!  states,  give  place  to  the  splendid  equi- 
pages of  a  few  planters,  and  a  wretched  negro  popu- 
lation, crawling  among  filthy  hovels — for  villages, 
(after  crossing  the  Susquehanna,)  there  are  scarcely  ^ 
any  ;  there  are  only  plantations — the  very  name 
speaks  volumes. 


1^) 


[   194  ] 


CHAPTER  XXVII. 


BALTIMORE. 

While  I  was  in  Baltimore,  I  saw  a  sketch  of  the 
citj,  taken  in  17'50;  it  then  consisted  of  about  half 
a  dozen  houses,  built  round  the  landing  place  :  it 
now  contains  50,000  inhabitants,  and  is  growing 
rapidly.  Here  are  reckoned  to  be  some  of  the 
largest  fortunes  in  the  Union,  that  is,  of  from  500,000 
to  1,000,000  dollars.  To  strangers,  the  polish- 
ed hospitality  of  its  inhabitants  renders  it  a  plea- 
santer  residence  than  Philadelphia.  For  my  own 
part,  though  very  slightly  introduced,  I  received 
more  civilities  in  proportion,  during  the  week  I  spent 
in  this  city,  than  in  the  whole  course  of  my  tra- 
vels besides.  Perhaps  this  courteous  disposition  is 
in  a  certain  degree  an  inheritance :  during  the  colo- 
nial regime,  Annapolis  was  the  centre  of  fashion  to 
all  America :  the  Governonrs  of  Maryland  were 
commonly  men  of  rank  and  family,  who  brought 
with  them  a  taste  for  social  elegance,  which  seems 
to  have  become  the  appanage  of  the  old  families, 
who,  since  Annapolis  has  fallen  into  decay,  have 
become  residents  of  Baltimore.  The  city  is  built 
round  the  head  of  a  bay,  or  inlet  of  the  Patuxent, 
about  eight  miles  above  its  junction  with  Chesapeake 
Bay.  The  entrance  of  the  harbour  at  Gossuch 
Point  is  150  yards  across,  and  defended  by  a  fort, 
which  our  fleet  ineffectually  bombarded  during  the 
war.  A  sand  bank,  about  fifty  feet  in  height,  evi- 
dently the  ancient  boundary  of  the  bay,  forms  a 
natural  glacis  round  the  town,  and  terminates  at  its 
southern  extremity,   in  the  hill  of  the   signal  post, 
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from  which  there  is  a  beaufifiil  panoramick  view  of 
the  cil}  ,  fort,  ami  harbour.  It  was  on  this  naturat 
terre-plein  the  lines  were  constructed  against  our 
threatened  attack. 

The  piihlick  buildings  of  Baltimore,  being  all  of 
bri<'k,  have  lillle  architectural  beauty  ;  they  evince 
the  [)ro-iperify,  and  jcood  polity,  rather  (hat  the  taste 
of  the  city.  There  is,  however,  a  nionii/nent  erect- 
iuii  to  the  memory  of  Washington,  in  a  kind  of  park, 
adjoinio;:  the  town  ;  it  consists  of  a  marble  column, 
adorned  with  trophies  in  bronze:  the  design,  like 
the  man  whose  fame  it  records,  is  nobly  simple. 
Tiiis  is  the  first  token  of  publick  gratitude  Ameri- 
ca has  consecrated  to  her  first  citizen  ;  and,  strange 
to  tell,  the  desis^n  was  set  on  foot,  not  by  an  Ameri- 
can citizen,  but  by  an  Irish  exile.* 

Annapolis  continues  to  be  the  seat  of  crovernment 
for  Miiyliud.  .Most  states  choose  some  second- 
rate  town  for  this  purpose,  to  preserve  their  legis- 
lators, either  from  the  seductions  or  the  mobs  of  a 
great  city  ;  though  there  seems  to  be  little  cause  for 
alarm  on  either  head. 

*  It  is  ludicrous,  V^henever  a  city  corporation  gives  a  din- 
ner to  a  publick  ctiaracter,  to  see  what  a  clutter  the  news- 
papers raise  about  "  Hepublican  Gratitude."  Party  zeal  ii 
sometimes  a  dreadful  satirist.  , 
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WASHINGTON. 

The  traveller,  having  passed  through  Bladensburg, 
on  the  east  branch  of  the  Patuxent,  where  tne  ac- 
tion w&s  fought,  which  the  x4Lmeiicans  have  nick- 
named the  "  B-adensburg  races,"  crosse?  a  sandy 
tract,  interspersed  with  oak  barrens  and  pine  woods, 
until  suddenly  rao-infing  a  little  rise,  close  to  a  poor 
cottaffe  with  its  Indian  corn  patch,  he  finds  himself 
opposite  to  the  Capitol  of  the  Federal  city.  It 
stands  on  an  ancient  bank  of  the  Patomac,  about 
eighty  feet  above  the  present  level  of  the  river; 
the  course  of  which  it  commands,  as  well  as  the  ad- 
jacent country,  as  far  as  the  Alleghany  Ridges. 
The  edifice  consists  of  two  wings,  intended  to  be 
connected  by  a  centre,  surmounted  by  a  dome  or 
cupola.  The  design  is  pure  and  elegant,  but  the 
whole  building  wants  grandeur.  Each  wing  would 
not  be  a  large  private  mansion  :  the  interiour  has 
consequently  a  contracted  appearance,  a  kind  of 
economy  of  space  disagreeably  contrasting  with  the 
gigantick  scale  of  nature  without,  as  well  as  with  our 
ideas  of  the  growing  magnitude  of  the  American 
nation.  Tiie  staircase,  which  is  a  kind  of  vestibule 
to  the  impression  to  be  produced  by  the  whole 
building,  is  scarcely  wide  enough  for  three  persons 
to  pass  conveniently.  The  chambers  of  the  senate 
and  representatives  are  of  very  moderate  dimen- 
sions, and  the  judgment  hall,  with  its  low-browed 
roof,  and  short  columns,  seems  modelled  after  the 
prison  of  Constance  in  Marmion.  Some  of  the  de- 
corations, too,  are  of  very   dubious  taste.     Mr.   La- 
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trobe  has  modellpil  a  set  of  figures  for  the  Cham- 
ber  of  Represcnfaiives,  lo  personify  the  several 
states  of  t!ie  Union;  but  as  it  is  not  e»sy  to  dis- 
cover an  aitribiitc,  lo  say  nolhinj^  of  a  poetical  cfia- 
racteri^flcK,  by  wiiich  Connerlicut  may  be  dislin- 
gui^iJied  from  Massachu^^etts,  North  Carolina  fiom 
Sonfh  Ctroiina,  or  Kentucky  from  Ohio,  recourse 
musi  he  had  to  the  ungraceful  expeilient  of  a  super- 
scription to  point  out  I  i-^  own  tutelary  saint  to  each 
ropns«-n*ative.  INJr.  Laliob*  has,  indeed,  hit  upon 
cue  device  for  Mussaciiusetis  ;  she  is  le;idiii<:  by  the 
h:ijd  an  u^ly  rub  of  a  boy,  representing  M.iine,  w  hich 
boy  bero.ues  a  girl  when  Maine  assumes  her  pro- 
per state  ; — a  puerile  conceit.  One  cannot  help  re- 
grefliuir  ihe  Americans  should  have  neglected  to 
give  their  new  Cnpitol  a  character  of  jandt  ur  worthy 
of  fheir  f  territory  and  aiubition.  Private  edifices 
rise,  decay,  and  are  replaced  by  others  of  suptriour 
niacnificence,  as  the  taste  or  arowiui:  opulence  of 
the  nation  require  ;  but  public  k  buildings  should 
ha\e  a  cliaracier  answerable  to  their  pur(»o^e  ;  they 
bear  upon  tfiem  the  seal  of  tlie  geniu?  or'  the  age, 
and  sometifnes  prophetically  reveal  tlie  political  des- 
tinies of  the  nations  by  which  they  a:*e  raised. 
The  Romans  communicated  to  their  elections  the 
durability  of  their  empire.  The  Americans,  in 
"their  aspirations  to  be  great,"  seem  sometimes  to 
look  towards  Roman  njodels,  but  the  imitation  must 
be  of  things,  not  names;  or  instead  -of  a  noble  pa- 
rallel, they  are  in  danger  of  producing  a  ludicrous 
contrast. 

From  the  foot  of  the  Capitol  hill  there  runs  a 
straight  road,  (intended  to  be  a  street,)  planted  with 
poplars,  for  about  two.  miles,  to  the  President's  house, 
a  handsome  stone  mansion,  forn»iug  a  conspicuous  ob- 
ject from  the  Capitol  Hill:  near  it  are  the  publick 
offices,  and  some  streets  nearly  filled  up  :  about  li;df 
a  mile  further  is  a  pleasant  row  of  houses,  in  one  ot 
which  the  President  at  present  resides  :  there  are  a 
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few  tolerable  houses  still  further  on  the  road  to  George- 
town, and  this  is  nearly  the  sum  total  of  the  City 
for  1816.  It  used  to  be  a  joke  against  Washington, 
that  next  door  neighbours  must  20  through  a  wood  to 
make  their  visits  ;  but  the  jest  and  forest  have  vanish- 
ed together:  (here  is  now  scarcely  a  tree  betwixt 
Georgetown  and  the  Navy  Yard,  two  miles  beyond 
the  Capitol,  except  the  poplars  I  have  menlioned, 
which  may  be  considered  as  the  locum  tenenies  of  fu- 
ture houses.  I  doubt  the  policy  of  such  thorough 
clearing  ;  clumps  of  trees  are  preferable  objects  to 
vacant  spaces,  and  the  city  in  its  present  state,  being 
commenced  from  the  extremities  instead  of  the  cen- 
tre, has  a  disjointed  and  naked  appearance.  The 
fiery  ordeal  has,  however,  fixt  its  destiny.*  Land 
and  houses  are  rising  in  value,  new  buildings  are 
erecting,  and  with  the  aid  of  the  intended  university, 
there  is  little  doubt  that  Washington  will  attain  as 
great  an  extent  as  can  be  expected  for  a  city  possest 
of  no  commercial  advantages,  and  created,  not  by  the 
natural  course  of  events,  but  by  a  political  specula* 
tion.  The  plan,  indeed,  supposes  an  immense  growth, 
but  even  if  this  were  attainable,  it  seems  doubtful 
how  far  an  overgrown  luxurious  capital  would  be  the 
fittest  seat  for  learning,  or  even  legislation.  Perhaps 
the  true  interest  of  the  union  would  rather  hold 
Washington  sacred  to  science,  philosophy,  and  the 
arts  :  a  spot  in  some  degree  kept  holy  from  commer- 
cial avarice,  to  which  the  members  of  different  states 
may  repair  to  breathe  a?i  atmosphere  untainted  by  lo- 
cal prejudices,  and  find  golden  leisure  for  pursuits  and 
speculations  of  publick  utility.  Such  fagcies  would 
be  day  dreams  elsewhere,  and  are  so  perhaps  here  ; 
bat  America  is  young  in  the  career  of  political  life  ; 

*  Our  expedition  against  Washington  had  a  singular  fate  :  it 
pleased  botli  sides.  It  pleased  us,  for  it  succeeded,  or  seemed 
to  succeed.  It  pleased  the  American  government,  for  it  pro- 
yoked  the  spirit,  by  wounding  the  honour  of  the  people.  From 
that  moment  the  war  became  national. 
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she  has  the  light  of  former  ages,  and  the  8ufierin<:;s  of 
the  present  to  guide  her  ;  fehe  has  not  crn^hed  the 
spirits  of  the  many,  to  build  up  the  tyranny  of  the  few, 
and,  therefore,  the  prophetick  e \  e  of  imai^inaticn 
may  dwell  upon  her  smilingly. 

1  fell  into  very  pleasant  gociety  at  Washington. 
Strangers  who  intend  staying  some  days  in  a  town, 
usually  take  lodgings  at  a  boarding  hourse,  in  prefe- 
rence to  a  tavern  :  in  this  way,  they  obtain  the  best 
society  the  place  affords  ;  for  there  are  always  crentle- 
men,  and  frequently  ladies,  either  visitors  or  tenipo- 
rary  residents,  who  live  in  this  manner  to  avoid  the 
trouble  of  housekeeping.  At  Washington,  during  the 
sittings  of  Congress,  the  boarding  houses  are  divided 
into  messes,  according  to  the  political  principles  of 
the  inmates,  nor  is  a  stranger  admilled  v.  iihout  some 
introduction,  and  the  consent  of  the  whole  company. 
I  chanced  to  join  a  democrat ick  mess,  and  name  a 
few  of  its  members  with  gratitude,  for  the  pleasure 
their  society  save  me  : — Commodore  Decatur  and  his 
lady,  the  Abbe  Correa,  the  great  botanist  and  pleni- 
potentiary of  Portugal,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  Board,  known  as  the  au- 
thor of  a  humorous  publication,  entitled  '*  John  Bull, 
and  Brother  Jonathan,"  with  eight  or  ten  members 
of  Congress,  principally  from  the  Western  states, 
which  are  generally  considered  as  most  decidedly 
hostile  to  England,  but  whom  I  did  not  on  this  account 
find  less  good-humoured  and  courteous.  It  is  from 
tlius  living  in  daily  intercourse  with  the  leading  cha- 
racters of  the  country,  that  one  is  enabled  to  judge 
with  some  dej^ree  of  certainty  of  tlie  practices  of  its 
government  ;  for  to  know  the  paper  theory  is  nothing, 
unless  it  be  compared  with  the  instruments  emploved 
to  carry  it  into  effect.  A  political  constitution  may 
be  nothing  but  a  cabalistick  form  to  extract  money 
and  power  from  the  people;  but  then  the  jugglers 
must  be  in  the  dark,  and  "  no  adujittance  behind  the 
curtain."     Tliis  way  of  living  affords  too  the  best  in- 
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si2:bt  info  the  best  part  of  society  ;  for  if  in  a  free  na- 
tion the  deposilanes  of  the  publick  confidenre  be  ig- 
noi-ant,  or  vul2;ar,  it  is  a  very  friiilless  search  lo  look 
for  the  opposite  qualities  in  those  they  represent; 
whereas,  if  these  be  well  informed  in  mind  and  man- 
ners, it  proves  at  the  least  an  inclination  towards 
knowledge  and  refinement,  in  the  general  mass  of 
citizens,  by  whom  they  are  selected.  My  own  expe- 
rience oijiiges  me  to  a  favourable  verdict  in  Jhis  par- 
ticular. I  found  the  little  circle  into  which  I  had 
happily  fallen,  full  of  good  sense  and  good  huiiiour, 
and  never  quitted  it  without  feelintj;  myself  a  gainer 
on  the  score,  either  of  useful  information  or  of  social 
enjoyment. 

The  President,  or  rather  his  lady,  holds  a  drawing- 
room  weekly,  during  the  sitting  of  Congress.  He 
takes  by  the  hand  ihose  who  are  presented  lo  him  ; 
shaking  hands  being  discovered  in  America  to  be 
more  rational  and  manly  than  kissing  them.  For  the 
rest,  it  is  much  as  such  things  are  every  where,  chat- 
ting, and  tea,  compliments  and  ices,  a  little  musick, 
(some  scandal,  I  suppose,  among  the  ladies,)  and  to 
bed.  Nothing  in  these  assemblies  more  attracted 
my  notice,  than  the  extraordinary  stature  of  most  of 
the  western  members  ;  the  room  seemed  filled  with 
giants,  among  whom  moderately  sized  men  crept  like 
pigmies.  I  know  not  well,  to  what  the  difference 
may  be  attributed,  but  the  surprising  growth  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Western  states  is  matter  of  asto- 
nishment to  those  of  the  Eastern,  and  of  the  coast  line 
generally.  This  phenomenon,  which  is  certainly  a 
considerable  stumbling-block  to  the  Abbe  Raynal's 
theory,  may  probably  be  resolved  into  the  operation 
of  three  positive  causes,  and  one  negative,  namely, 
plentiful  but  simple  food,  a  healthy  cli;nate,  constant 
exercise  in  the  open  air,  and  the  absence  of  mental  ir- 
ritation. In  a  more  advanced  stage  of  society,  bixu- 
rious  and  sedentary  habits  produce  in  the  rich  that 
enfeeblement  of  vitality,  which  scanty  food,  and  labo- 
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rious  or  un^rholesome  occupations  bring  upon  the 
poor.  The  only  per-^oiis  lo  be  cocnpared  with  these 
Goliahs  of  the  \Vest,  were  six  Indian  chiefs  from 
Georgia,  Chactaws  or  Chickasaws,  who,  having  corac 
to  VVashinston  on  pubiick  business,  were  prenenled 
at  !Mrs.  Madison's  drawing-room.  They  had  a  still 
greater  appearance  of  muscular  power  tlian  the  Ame- 
ricans ;  and  while  looking  on  them,  I  comprehended 
the  prowess  of  those  ancient  knights,  wiiose  single 
might  held  an  army  in  check,  "  and  made  all  Troy 
retire." 

Tlie  sittings  of  Congress  are  held  in  a  temporary 
buildmg,  during  the  repair  of  the  Capitol  :  I  attend- 
ed them  frequently,  and  was  fortunate  enough  to  be 
present  at  one  interesting  debate  on  a  change  in  the 
mode  of  Presidential  elections  :  most  of  the  princi- 
pal speakers  took  a  part  in  it  :  Messrs.  Gaston,  Cal- 
houn, and  Webster  in  support  of  it  ;  Randolph  antl 
Grosvenor  against  it.  The  merits  of  the  question 
were  not  immediately  to  be  comprehended  by  a 
stranger,  but  their  style  of  speaking  was,  in  the  high- 
est degree,  correct  and  logical,  particularly  that  of 
Mr.  Webster  of  New  Hampshire,  whose  argumenta- 
tive acuteness  extorted  a  com[)liment  frotn  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph himself,  "  albeit  unused  to  the  complimenling 
mood."  Mr.  Grosvenor,  both  in  action  and  lan- 
guage, might  be  considered  a  finished  orator,  as  far 
as  our  present  notions  of  praclical  oiatory  extend. 
Mr.  Randolph,  whose  political  talents,  or  rather  po- 
litical success,  is  said  to  be  marred  by  an  eccentrick 
turn  of  thoucrht,  which  chimes  in  with  no  party,  seems 
rather  a  brilliant  than  a  convincing  speaker  ;  his  elo- 
cution is  distinct  and  clear  to  shrillness,  his  comtnand 
of  language  and  illusfralion  seems  unlimited  ;  but  he 
gave  me  the  idea  of  a  man  dt^alinc;  huge  blows  against 
a  shadow,  and  wasting  his  dexterity  in  splitting 
hairs  :  his  political  sentiments  are  singular  :  he  con- 
siders the  government  of  the  United  Slates  as  an 
elective   monarchy  ;    **  Torture    the    constitution   a» 
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yoii  will/'  said  he,  in  the  course  of  the  debate,  "the 
Prertidenf  will  eleci  bis  successor,  and  that  will  be 
hi-  son  whenever  he  has  one  old  enough  to  succeed 
bini."  No  expressions  are  used,  eitjier  ol  approba- 
tion or  ihe  contrary  ;  whatever  may  be  the  opinion 
ot  the  House,  the  fuost  perfect  attention  is  given  to 
each  member  ;  nor,  however  long  he  maj  speak,  is 
he  ever  interrupted  by  those  indications  of  impa- 
tience so  common  in  our  House  ot  Commons.  This 
may  rea-sonably  be  accounted  for  by  supposing, 
that  thgir  average  speeches  are,  in  themselves  better; 
or  more  agreeably,  by  conjecturing,  that  the  Ameri- 
can idea  of  excellence  is  put  at  a  lower  standard 
than  our  own.  Both  the  talents,  however,  and  beha- 
viour of  the  members,  seen)  worthy  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  of  what  America  is,  and  may  be.  Their 
forms  of  business  and  debate  nearly  resemble  those 
of  our  parliament  ;  always  excepting  wigs  and  gowns, 
a  piece  of  grave  absurdity  well  omitted  :  for  it  is 
surely  an  odd  conceit,  to  fancy  the  dignity  of  the 
first  oflScers  of  Stares  attached  to,  or  supported  by, 
large  conglomerations  of  artificial  hair. 
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MOUNT  VBRWON. 


Cro«»8ing  the  Pafomac  by  a  wooden  bridge,  a  mile 
and  d  ijiiarter  in  lonf;lli,  the  toll  of  winch  i-  a  dolliir, 
I  proceeded  tliroui^h  Alexandria,  lo  Moiin!  Vernon. 
Wh  "fever  is  worth  desrribiiig  in  the  house  or  situa- 
tion, lidn  tteen  many  times  describe*!  :  having  walked 
thro'Jirh  the  gardens,  I  reqnes'ed  the  oi.i  German 
gardent-r,  who  arted  as  Cicerone,  to  conduct  me  to 
th?  tomb  of  Washtiiglon:  "  Dere,  go  ,hv  «lfit  path, 
and  you  will  come  to  it,'*  said  he  :  I  followed  ihe 
pa«h  across  the  lawn,  to  the  brow  thai  oxerlooks  the 
P.ifomac,  and  passing  a  kind  of  cellar  in  the  bank, 
which  see.ned  to  be  an  ice-hou^e,  conlmned  my 
search,  but  to  no  effect:—!  had  already  tound  it: 
this  cellar-like  hole  in  the  bank,  closed  by  an  old 
wooden  door,  w!»ich  had  never  be^n  even  painied, 
was  the  tomb  of  Washington,  with  not  a  rail,  a  stone, 
or  even  h  laurel  "  to  flouri>*h  o'er  his   grave." 

I  stood  tor  a  moment  overpowered  wiih  astonish- 
ment and  indignation  : — behold,  says  Picjtidice,  the 
gratitude  of  repuhlicks  !  behold,  says  Reason,  the 
graliiude  of  mankind!  Had  Washington  serxed  a 
Czar  of  Russia,  he  might  have  shared  with  Suwa- 
roff  a  Siberian  exile  ;  he  jived  and  died,  honoured 
by  the  country  he  had  saved  ;  he  is  forgotten  in  the 
grave,  because  man  is  feebly  ex«  iled  by  any  but 
selfish  motives:  the  enlightened  selfishness  of  repub- 
licanism honoured  its  defender,  but  what  iorm  of 
polity  has  been  discovere<i,  in  which  gridiiude  sur- 
vives the  hope  of  future  benetila  ?     Parly  zeal  raises 
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monuments  over  its  victims,  to  stimulate  the  sur-^ 
vivors  :  vanity  has  not  unfrequently  urged  the  living 
to  unite  by  such  means,  their  perishable  names  with 
those  of  the  immortal  dead,  but  the  mausoleum  rises 
slowly  to  which  neither  interest  nor  vanity  contri- 
butes. It  is  said  the  Federal  city  will  finally  receive 
the  remains  of  its  designer ;  but  the  Dead  can  wait ; 
and  in  the  interim  the  matter  was  nearly  cut  short, 
by  an  attempt  to  steal  the  bones  from  their  present 
receptacle,  to  carry  them  about  for  a  show.  The 
old  door  has  since  been  kept  padlockedo 
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WASHINGTON    TO    RICHMOND,   BY    THE    SHENANDOAH 
VALLEY. 
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THE  MATILDA  F.\LL5. 


Close    to    Georgetown    the    granite    ridge    strikes 
the  Patomac  :    the  road    winds   agreeably  under  ill 
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cliff,  till  it  crosses  an  old  bed  of  the  river,  left 
dry  inconsequence  of  a  canal  whicli  ha:s  been  cut  to 
turn  the  rapids  :  there  is  a  chain  bridge  here,  from 
which  Ihe  broken  bed  of  the  river,  the  falls,  scatter- 
ed masses  of  rock,  and  lofty  banks,  present  a  wild 
and  pleasing  picture.  Having  pursued  my  wray  for 
about  nine  (niles,  I  quitted  the  main  road  io  visit  the 
upper,  or  Matilda  Fails.  A  field  track  brought  me 
into  a  scattered  village,  builf  along  a  canal,  cut,  like 
the  one  above-mentioned,  to  avoid  the  falls:  having 
crossed  it,  1  walked  along  its  etlge  for  about  a  quar- 
ter of  a  mile,  on  a  broad  gieen-sward  path,  as  smooth 
and  regular  as  a  garden  (errace  :  a  little  wood  was  on 
my  right,  the  trees  of  which  were  fautasiically 
grouped  together  by  abundance  of  wild  vine,  and 
other  parasitical  plnnts,  trailing  and  twining  ihrough 
them  ;  (he  whole  conveying  no  inadequate  idea  of  a 
stately  and  fair  pleasure-ground  of  Queen  Elizabeth's 
time.  Turning  short  from  the  canal,  and  stepping  a 
few  pares  fhrou<rh  the  wood,  I  found  myself  on  a 
bold  precipice  of  rocks  fronting  the  falls.— I  started 
at  a  siiiht  so  much  grander  than  any  thing  I  had  ex- 
pected :  as  far  as  my  eye  could  reach,  the  Patomac 
came  down  from  among  its  woods,  dashing,  and 
whitening  over  numberless  ridges  of  rock,  and  break- 
ing in  a  wild  succession  of  cascades,  till,  as  if  weari- 
ed by  its  own  efforts,  it  swept,  with  silent  impetuo- 
sity through  a  contracted  channel  betwixt  perpendi- 
cular cliffs,  whose  dark,  bare  masses  of  granite  w<-re 
scantily  crested  by  a  few  pijies  and  cedars.  The 
perpendicular  descent  of  the  falls  is  reckoned  by 
Volney  at  seventy-two   feet,=^  but  the  rapids  extend 

*  "  Elle  a  environ  72  pieds  de  hauteur,  svr  800  a  900 
de  large :  Ic  fieuvc,  qui  jusqu'  alors  avail  coidt  dans  une 
vallee  bordte  de  cotcaux  sauvages  comme  ccux  du  Rhone 
en  Vivarais,  tombe  toutacoup,  conune  le  Saint  Laurcnty 
dans  un  profond  ravin  de  pur  roc  granit  taWe  a  pic  sur 
les  deux  rives. 

Vohi'-y.  Climat  D' Ainerique.  t.  i,p,l25. 

I  found  mica-slate,  and  porphyry  about  the  Falls. 
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for  several  miles  up  Ihc  river,  and  the  whole  scene 
has  a  (nagnificent  wiltlness,  which  may  be  gazed 
upon  with  delight  anil  wonder,  even  afler  Niagara; 
so  inexhauslihly  can  nature  vary  her  features,  and 
be  alike  gracefully   sublime  in  all.''*' 

*  [t  i^   remarkable,    that    Mr    Jefferson,   so  areurate    in  h\i 
notices  of  Virgiuia,  makei  uo  meotiou  ol'  these  tails 
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HARPER'S  FERRY. 


I  HE  road  which  ascends  the  right  bank  of  the  Pa- 
tomac,  through  Lansville  and  Leesburg,  has  the 
credit,  and  I  think  justly,  of  being  about  the  worst  in 
the  Union.  It  is  a  common  saving  of  roads  in  Vir- 
ginia, that  (hey  are  "not  made,  but  created.'*  The 
soil  towards  the  mountains  is  generally  a  stiff  clay, 
and  as  each  wagironer  works  his  own  way  through 
the  woods,  the  traveller  is  continually  puzzled  betwixt 
the  eqjal  probabilities  of  a  variety  of  tracts,  most  of 
which,  indeed,  lead  to  the  same  point,  but  as  this  is 
nol  invariably  the  case,  he  must  often  journey  on  in 
doubt,  or  halt  in  muddy  perplexity  until  he  can  pro- 
cure information.  Tne  villages  are  thinly  scattered, 
but  well  built  of  brick,  an  advantage  derived  from 
the  soil.  Leesburg  contains  about  1200  inhabitants. 
Tbe  inn  at  which  I  stopped,  had  stabling  for  above 
an  hundred  horses,  for  the  accommodation  of  farmers 
who  come  together  on  Court  days.  These  court 
davs  are  almost  county  meetings;  those  who  have 
business  attend  for  business  sake,  those  who  have 
none  attend  to  meet  their  neighbours,  who  may  have 
business  with  them,  and  because  it  is  discreditable 
to  b3  often  absent. 

At  flilsboiough,  the  road  passes  through  a  moun- 
tain gap,  rvPsembling  the  Wind  Gap,  on  a  small  scale : 
this  riilire  is  railed  the  Short  Mountain,  and  runs 
parallel  to  the  Blire  Rid^e,  at  the  distance  of  about 
five  miles  ;    it  crosses  the  Patomac    below  Harper's 
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Ferry,  and  T  am  inclined  to  consider  it  as  the  same, 
which  M.  Vohiey  observed  near  Columbia  Ferry, 
betwixt  York  and  Liticaster,  and  which  he  is  dispos- 
ed to  regard  as  the  Blue  Mountain  itself.  1  shoidd 
rather  leave  the  Blue  iMounfain  where  it  stantis  in 
the  maps  at  present,  and  corijei  tuie  this  colluleral 
ridcie  to  be  a  pro'ou'^atiou  ot  ihe  Lt  hii^h  iMourilain, 
perhaps  coMimuiiicalinj;  wilh  M-mlicello.  Irnmediare- 
\y  after  passinjz;  it,  the  road  tuins  fo  the  riiihl  arid 
contiinies  betwixt  it  and  the  Blue  Mountain,  to  which 
it  seems  an  immense  out-work.  The  land  rises  gradu- 
allv,  nor  is  it  until  you  have  reached  the  ridce  of 
the  descent,  and  fiuil  yourself  lookijii^  down  towards 
the  bed  of  the  PatoMiac,  ami  its  opposite  shore,  tliat 
you  are  aware  of  the  elevation  gained. 

Here  commences  the  sava2;e  wiUlness  of  the  pic- 
ture. Your  road  lies  tlown  the  side  of  the  mountain, 
strewed  with  splinters  and  fragujenta  of  rock,  which 
slide  from  beneath  your  horse's  feet:  immense 
masses  of  rock  project  their  bold  aniiles,  so  as  fre- 
quently to  leave  a  cranked  and  difficult  passage  ; 
meantime  the  mountains  stretching  up  on  every 
side,  and  partially  beheld  between  the  scattered  pine 
trees,  seem  contracting  round  with  a  deepening 
breadth  of  shadow  an(i  gloomy  2;randeur,  until  you 
find  at  their  base  the  united  Patomac  and  Shenandoah, 
boiling  over  their  incumbered  channel.  Continuing 
your  way  betwixt  theso  waters,  :inil  the  ragged  pre- 
cipices of  the  Blue  Mountain,  through  which  they 
seem  to  have  burst,  you  reach  the  Shenandoah 
Ferry  :  but  a  sketch  will  best  illustrate  the  locale 
of  this  extraordinary  scene. 
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I  descended  by  the  road  A.  The  village  is  built 
round  the  foot  of  the  height  B:  it  is  chiefly  remar- 
kable for  a  manufactory  of  small  arms,  about  10,000 
stand  of  which  are  finished  yearlv  :  "  They  make 
as  many  in  a  week  at  Birmingham,"  said  one  of  the 
workmen,  who  had  been  formerly  employed  there, 
to  me.  It  is  from  this  hei2;ht,  immediately  above 
the  villa2;e,  and  from  a  broad  bare  platform  of  Rock, 
known  bv  the  name  of  Jefferson's  rock,  that  the  eye 
commands  the  mas^nificent  prospect  which  Mr.  Jeffer-. 
son  has  so  eloquently,  yet  correctly  described. 
**  You  stand  on  a  very  high  point  of  land.  On  your 
right  comes  up  the  Shenandoah,  having  ranged  along 
the  foot  of  the  mountain  an  hundred  miles  to  se^k  a 
vent. '  On  your  left  approaches  the  Patomac,  in 
quest  of  a  passage  also.  In  the  moment  of  their 
junction,  they  rush  together  against  the  mountain, 
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rend  it  asunder,  and  pass  off  lo  ihe  sea.  The  first 
glnnce  of  this  scene  hurries  our  senses  into  ihe  o|>in- 
iui.,  rh.it  this  earth  has  been  created  in  time,  that 
the  /nounfains  were  formed  first,  tha(  Ihe  rivers  be- 
gan to  How  afterwards;  that  in  this  place  partii  ular- 
Iv,  they  have  been  dammed  up  by  the  Blue  ridge  of 
mounlidns,  and  have  fornied  an  ocean  whioh  filled 
Uie  who.e  valley  ;  that  continiiins;  to  rise,  they  have 
al  len^tli  broken  over  at  this  spot,  and  have  torn  the 
Dioiiniain  d.)wn  from  its  snm.nit  lo  its  base.  The 
plus  of  rock  on  each  hand,  but  particedarly  on  the 
Sii'enaniioah,  the  evident  marks  of  their  dlsrupUire 
and  avuUion  from  their  beds  by  the  most  powerful 
aujents  of  naiure,  corroborate  the  impression.  But 
the  dislanf  (inisliinj;  which  nahire  ha>  given  to  the 
picture,  is  of  a  vny  dilftTont  characier.  it  is  a  true 
contrast  to  llie  foie2;round.  It  is  as  placid  and  tle- 
li:j;htful,  as  that  is  wild  and  tremendous.  For  the 
moufitain  beint^  cloven  asunder,  she  presents  to  your 
eye,  through  (he  cleft,  a  small  catch  of  smooth  blue 
hori/on,  at  an  infinite  distance  in  the  plain  country, 
inviting  you,  as  it  were,  frofu  the  riot  and  tumult 
roari.'ig  aroui.d,  to  pass  through  tho  breach  and  par- 
ticipa'e  of  the  calm  below.  Here  ihe  eye  ultimately 
composes  itself;  and  that  way  too,  1he  road  happ.  ns 
actually  to  lead.  You  cross  the  Patomac  above  the 
junction,  pass  along  its  side  through  the  base  of  ibc 
mountain  for  three  miles,  its  terrible  precipices  hang- 
ing; in  iVa-iments  over  you,  an»l  within  about  '20  'Miles 
re.u:h  FredericKtown,  and  the  fine  co«iu!ry  rouml  it. 
This  scene  is  worth  a  voyai^e  across  the  Ai!an<ick: 
yet  here,  as  in  the  neic:;libourhood  of  the  Natural 
Bri<l2e,  are  people,  who  ha\e  passed  their  lives  with- 
in half  a  dozen  udles,  and  have  never  been  to  survey 
these  monuments  of  a  war  between  rivers  and  moun- 
tains which  must  have  shaken  ihe  earth  itself  to  itrf 
centre." — Notes,   p.   '27. 

Crossing  Harper's  Ferry,  I  ascended  with  some  toil 
tke  mountain   precipice,  C,  on  the  left  of  the  Pato- 
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mac.  The  side  it  presents  to  the  river,  broken  and 
perpendicular,  its  disjointed  and  confused  strata,  with 
enormous  masses  of  rock  jutting  out,  and  impending 
above  its  base,  seem  to  testify  the  catastrophe  by 
which  it  has  been  rent  asunder  :  from  its  summit  I 
commanded  a  magnificent  prospect  of  the  Shenandoah 
Valley,  bounded  on  either  side  by  the  North  and  Blue 
Mountain  rid«;es,  like  gigantick  walls,  with  the  blue 
peaks  of  the  Fort  Mountain,  rising  at  the  distance  of 
about  fifty  miles  to  the  south-west.  M.  Volney  esti- 
mates the  height  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  at  this  spot,  at 
1150  feet,  if  is  chiefly  composed  of  flint,  freestone, 
and  some  granite,  but  the  point  B  is  schistus.  Canals 
have  been  cut  to  turn  the  rapids  of  both  rivers. 
Flour  is  the  article  chiefly  brought  down,  in  long  flat 
boats,  which  carry  about  eighty  barrels  each.  The' 
navigation,  as  may  be  supposed,  is  both  diflicult  and 
dangerous.  I  found  the  inn  here  tolerably  good,  but 
the  charges  extravagant ;  a  circumstance  my  landlord 
indirectly  explained,  by  telling  me  of  the  many 
travellers  whom  curiosity  brought  to  the  spot,  rather, 
it  should  seem,  to  discover  if  it  possest  any  peculiar 
virtue  to  rid  them  of  their  time  and  money,  than  to 
admire  its  beauties.  He  was  also  haunted  by  a  class 
of  customers  of  a  very  different  stamp,  wealthy  and 
penurious  farmers,  from  whom  he  couhl  extract  noth- 
ing :  he  instanced  two,  who  had  lately  slept  at  his 
house,  after  laying  out  very  large  sums  at  a  neigh- 
bouring cattle  fair  :  they  slept,  took  their  meals,  and 
paid  a  bill  of  two  pence.  This  is  economy  beyond 
the  flight  of  an  English  miser.  They  brought  their 
bacon  with  them,  requested  permission  to  spread 
their  blankets  on  the  floor,  and  took  two  glasses  of 
whiskey  in  the  morning  for  the  good  of  the  house.  I 
found  my  host  graduated  his  charges  according  to 
what  one  set  of  his  customers  would,  and  what  he 
thought  the  other  should  spend  ;  by  which  means  I 
paid  for  the  opposite  vices  of  both. 
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liiF.  B'lie  Ri(l2;e,  and  North  iMounfain,  havinj;  cross- 
ed the  Paloiiiac,  bound  a  valley,  about  Iwenl}  miles 
wine  at  its  greatest  breadth  on  the  Patomar,  and 
narrow  ins:,  almost  to  a  point,  beyond  the  iN.ihiral 
bridjie,  a  length  of  about  UiO  miles.  It  is  watered 
by  the  many  branches  ol"  the  Shenaniloah,  a  few  of 
which  rise  in  the  North  Mountain,  but  the  greater 
number  among  the  spurs  of  both  riilges,  where  they 
nearly  meet,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Staunton  and 
"Waynesborough.  The  two  principal  branches,  call- 
ed the  North  and  South  Rivers,  are  separated  bv  a 
ridge,  named,  from  the  peculiarity  of  its  form,  the 
Fort  Mountain,  which  divides  the  valley  longitudi- 
nally for  above  fifty  miles,  and  terminates  near  the 
village  of  Port  Republick.  The  basis  of  the  soil  is 
limestone,  the  strata  of  which  are  every  where  visible, 
ranging,  (says  Mr.  Jefferson,)  '^  as  the  mountains  and 
sea-coast  tlo,  from  south-west  to  north-east,  the  lami- 
na of  each  bed  declining  from  the  liorizon  towards  a 
parallelism  with  the  axis  of  the  earth."  Notes,  p. 
42.  The  whole  valley  is  remarkably  fertile,  parti- 
cularly in  wheat,  so  that  Winchester,  as  a  corn  mar- 
ket, has  more  than  a  nominal  resemblance  to  its 
Hampshire  namesake.  It  has  been  built  abput  sixty 
years  :  the  houses  are,  for  the  most  part,  sma!!,  and 
either  log,  plank,  brick,  or  stone,  according  to  their 
date,  or  the  means  of  their  inhabitants:  ihe  nurnlver  of 
these  was  estimated  at  ij.jOO  by  the  last  census,  but 
fVipp*^  is  a  considerable  portion  of  negroes.     I   had  a 
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direction  to  a  boarding-house  kept  by  a  Mrs.  Street, 
and  can  consr.ien!iousl_y  reconamended  her  neatapart- 
menis  and  good  taljle  to  the  atleniion  of  in?ure  tra- 
vellers. The  return  of  crops  through  the  valley  is 
averaged  at  about  twenty  bushels  o(  wheal  per  acre. 
G\  psum  is  generally  used  at  the  cost  of  from  thirty 
to  tort  V  dollars  per  ton.  The  farmers,  (for  here  we 
get  quit  of  planters  and  plantations,)  are  reckoned 
rich  and  penurious.  It  is  probable  enough,  their 
habits  of  expense  are  upon  a  very  different  scale 
from  those  of  the  planters,  but  the  luxury  of  the  few 
is  ever  atoned  for  by  the  poverty  of  the  many. 

There  are  more  farm-houses  and  fewer  negro  huts 
in  this  valley,  than  in  the  Lowlands:  still,  however, 
the  plague-spot  is  too  evident.  At  every  tavern 
advertisements  are  stuck  up  for  runaway  slaves  :  the 
barbarous  phraseology  in  which  they  were  drawn  up, 
sometimes  amused, "^  but  the  ferocious  spirit  of  re- 
venge they  too  plainly  expressed  more  frequently 
disgusted  me. 

A  country  must  have  very  bold  features  to  be  in- 
teresting in  winter  :  the  Siicnaudoab  Valley  sliould 
be  visited  when  the  harvest  is  yellow  on  its  ample 
fields:  the  roads  were,  however,  good,  even  at  this 
season,  except  that  when  crossed  by  limestone  strata 
they  were  rather  rough.  The  weather,  too,  was  fine, 
and  the  thermometer  frequently  up  to  fOo,  with  a 
south-west  wind. 

The  Fort  Mountain  commences  near  Stratford  : 
it  is  named  from  being  accessible  but  by  one  road, 
but  the  top  of  it  is  flat,  and  1  was  told  there  were 
many  hundred  acres  of  very  good  land  on  it.  The 
inhabitants  of  the  valley  are  remarkably  clean  in  their 
houses:  I  stopped  at  a  litlle  tavern  near  the  Big 
Spring,  on  the  floor  of  which  one  might  have  dined: 
to  be  sure  it  did  not  seem  a  house  of  great  resort, 
but  I  had,  subsequently,  cause  to  make  comparisons 

^  I  remember  a  negro  being  described   as  ♦'  Chunkmade." 
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on  this  point,  r»i/i  li  fo  its  iidvant.iiir,  particularly  at 
Rioliihoiul.  The  Biii  Sprini;  i;uslies  from  a  knoll 
ol  limesloiie  l»ehiiuJ  llie  ta\eri),  and  almost  imnuili- 
ately  turns  a  mill,  and  esrapi  s  down  a  glen,  dark 
with  cedars  and  pine-trees.  Some  tine  vieu«  of  the 
mouniidns  present  themselves  a  liitle  altoxe  Harrison- 
burg. On  entering  the  village,  I  inqnneti,  of  a  res- 
pectable looking  farmer,  tor  the  i»est  tavern  :  he  con- 
ducted me  to  one  kepi  by  himself,  which  ii  wa>  lucki- 
ly no  prejudice  in  him  to  call  the  best.  Mr.  Diiirs 
person  and  appearance  pleased  me  :  he  was  a  very 
personification  of  Farmer  Dimmond  ;  tall,  and  of  an 
athlctick  make,  with  a  gait  firm  and  erect,  and  his 
dark  hair  slightly  grizzled,  curled  above  a  counte- 
nance of  manly  beauty,  beaming  ivith  good  humour. 
He  made  me  very  welcome,  and  entered  ifito  a  lively 
gossip  ;  while  his  wife,  a  neat  and  somewhat  q.iaint 
picture  of  good  housewifery,  prepared  a  comfortable 
dinner,  after  whi(  h,  over  a  few  glasses  of  negus,  I 
soon  becafue  acquainted  with  whatever  was  worth 
knowing  of  the  country.  The  villace,  Mr.  Duff  in- 
formed me,  had  formerly  been  remarkable  for  the 
vicious  habits  of  its  inhabitants ;  but  a  conjplete 
reforinatioi.  had  lately  taken  place  throuajh  the  agen- 
cy, not  of  preachers,  but  of  the  Grand  Jury,  who 
bad  imposed  upon  themselves  the  duly  of  leceixing 
informations  in  cases  of  quaircls,  swearing,  dnuiken- 
ness,  and  other  habits  of  low  vice,  and  fjad  put  the 
laws  into  force  agauist  the  offende.'-s  with  such  good 
effect,  that  scarcely  an  oath  was  to  be  heyrd,  or  a 
drunken  uiau  seen  in  the  township.  Mr.  Difff  was 
himself  an  excellent  specimen  of  the  best  part  of 
his  neightiours  ;  though  extremely  lively,  and  fond 
of  conversation,  he  never  u'tered  an  immoral  espres- 
sion,  and  <leel..red,  that  tlie  ;j:;las8  of  negus  lie  look 
with  «ne  was  uiore  than  he  had  taken  of  spirits  for 
several  years.  !lis  ilisposition  seemed  in  a  high  de- 
gree fiiondly  and  benevolent;  yet,  mark  the  wither- 
ing etTect  ol  slavery  on  the   moral  feelings!    he   was 
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talking  of  the  different  ways  men  had  in  that  part 
of  the  country  of  making  money.  "  Some,"  said 
he,  "  purchase  droves  of  hogs,  oxen,  or  horses,  in 
one  part  of  the  Union,  and  drive  them  for  sale  to 
another  ;  aiad  some  buy  negroes  in  the  same  way, 
and  drive  them,  chained  together,  to  different  mar- 
kets :  I  expect  two  gentlemen  here  this  evening  with 
a  drove."  1  expressed  my  horrour  of  such  traflSck  ; 
be  civilly  assented  to  ray  observation,  but  plainly 
without  Any  si.nilar  feeling,  and  spoke  of  the  gentle- 
men he  expected,  as  if  they  were  just  as  "  honour- 
al)le  men,"  as  any  other  fair  dealers  in  the  communi- 
ty:  luckily  I  was  not  cursed  with  their  company. 
I  j.ever  chanced  to  fall  in  with  one  of  these  huaian 
droves,  but  1  borrow  from  a  pleasing  little  work, 
wri'len  by  a  Virginian,  and  e7ititled,  "  Letters  from 
Virginia,"  the  following  description  which  he  gives 
in  the  character  of  a  foreigner  newly  landed  at 
Norfolk. 

"  1  took  the  boat  this  morning,  and  crossed  the 
ferry  over  to  Portsmouth,  the  small  town  which  I 
told  you  is  opposite  to  this  place.  It  was  court 
day,  and  a  large  crowd  of  people  was  gathered 
abont  (he  door  of  the  Court  House.  I  had  hardly 
got  upon  the  steps  *o  look  in,  when  my  ears  were 
assailed  by  the  voice  of  singeing,  and  turning  round 
to  discover  from  what  quarter  it  came,  I  saw  a  group 
of  about  thirty  negroes,  of  different  sizes  and  ages, 
following  a  rough-looking  white  man,  who  sat  care- 
lessly lolling  in  his  sulkey.  They  had  just  turned 
round  the  corner,  and  were  coming  up  the  main 
street  to  pass  by  the  spot  where  I  stood,  on  their 
way  out  of  town.  A.s  th  ^y  came  nearer,  I  saw  some 
of  them  loaded  with  chains  to  prevent  their  es- 
cape ;  while  others  had  hold  of  each  other's  hands, 
strongly  grasped,  as  if  to  support  themselves  in  their 
affliction.  I  particularly  noticed  a  poor  mother, 
with  an  infant  sucking  at  her  breast  as  s!ie  walked 
along,    while  two    small    children    had    hold  of  her 
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apron  on  either  side,  almost  running  to  keep  up  with 
the  rest.  They  came  along  singing  a  little  wild 
hymn,  of  sweet  and  mournful  melody,  flying  by  a 
divine  instinct  of  the  heart  to  ihe  consolation  of 
religion,  the  last  refuge  of  the  unhappy,  to  support 
them  in  their  distress.  The  sulky  now  stopped 
before  the  tavern,  at  a  little  distance  beyorid  the 
court-house,  and  the  driver  got  out.  *  My  dear  Sir,' 
(said  I,  to  a  person  who  stood  near  me,)  *  can  you 
tell  me  what  these  poor  people  have  been  doing? 
"What  is  their  crime  ?  and  wliat  is  to  be  their  punish- 
ment V  *  O,  (said  he,)  its  nothing  at  all,  but  a 
parcel  of  negroes  sold  to  Carolina,  and  that  man  is 
their  driver,  %vho  has  bought  them.'  *  But  what 
have  they  done,  that  they  should  be  sold  into  ban- 
ishment r  *  Done,  (said  he,)  nothing  at  all  that  I 
know  of,  their  masters  wanted  money,  I  suppose, 
and  these  drivers  give  good  prices.'  Here  the  driv- 
er having  supplied  himself  with  brandy,  and  his  horse 
with  water  (the  poor  negroes  of  course  wanted  noth- 
ing,) stepped  into  his  chair  again,  cracked  his  whip 
and  drove  on,  while  the  miserable  exiles  followed 
in  funeral  procession  behind  him." 
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THE  CAVES. 

Abottt  a  mile  from  Harrisonburg,  there   is   a  road 
which    turns   to   the   led  ;  it   crosses   the    north   and 
miiliile  forks  of  the    South   Shenaniioah,  and    passes 
round  the  soutliern  extremity  of  (he  Forf  Mountain, 
through  a  well  settled  country,  to  P<>rl    Republick; 
frofli  Ibis  village  tl»e  distance   is  about    a  ciiie   to  the 
Cave  tavern.      A  hill,  reckoned    at  '200   iret  of  per- 
peudicular   height,  rises  on  (he  lef?  bank  of  ti»e  south 
fork,    the  ascent    of  which    is  so  sleep,    that, .as   Mr. 
Jetferson   observes,   *'  you  may   pilch  a  biscijit   from 
its  suuimit  into  the   river."     The  entrance   into  the 
Caves    is  about    two-! birds  of  the    way    up  ;   the  one 
Mr.  Jefferson   has    described,  Noles    p.    31.  by    the 
naciie  of   Madi^^on's  Cave,   is   used   for    the    purpose 
of  making  salt-petre,  and  seldom  visited  from  cu»  iosi- 
ty ;    its    attraction    having    been    destroyed    by   the 
discovery  of  another  cavern  of  superiour  extent  and 
grandeur,    in  the  same  cliff,  a  (evf    yards   beyond  it. 
Being    private    property,    and    much    frequented   by- 
strangers,   the   entrance   is    kept    closed.     The    pro- 
prietor, an  old  German,  acts  as  guide,  provides  lights, 
&c.   and  see  ns    to   fee!    much    inteiest   in    his  office, 
when  he  attends  persons  whom  he  thinks   capable  of 
appreciating  the  scene. 

Tne  entrance  afforded  mere  crawling  room,  but 
as  we  receded  from  the  light  of  day,  the  >auliing 
rose,  and  alter  descending  some  rude  steps  and 
crat;s,  we  began  to  perambulate  a  magnificent  sub- 
terranean  palace.      Its  length  is   reckoned   at  800 
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yards,  and  taking  the  ciirvalurea  of  the  numerous 
ap\i  inenfs  it  may  be  as  iniuh  :  Iherc  are  il^out 
14  of  I  hem,  of  various  dimensions  ;  some  hiw-browed 
and  sln.l«le(l  wilh  pointed,  and  gliMering  slalarhlts, 
like  fairy  ^rotiocs,  oih»Ts  long  and  sparion?,  with 
roofs  so  lofty,  that  the  summits  of  the  massive  con- 
gelations, wiiir.h,  pillar-like,  descend  from  them  to 
the  groufid,  are  shrouiled  in  obscurity.  The  lariiest 
of  ttiese  apartments,  called  Washington's  hall,  is  93 
yards  in  length,  of  a  proportionate  breadth,  and  pro- 
bably   50  f(.p»  liigh. 

ft  is  i/iip05>.i»!e  to  describe  the  solemn  grandeur  of 
till.'  uat.ua!  catheilral  :  clusters  of  stalactifick  <  olumns, 
ina»)y  of  them   ten  or   twelve   feet   in    circumference, 
rise    in  mngnificerit  order  along   the   sides  ;  their   co- 
lour is  of  a  glistening  brown,   with  frequently  a  shaft, 
a  pedesial,  or  an  iniercolurnniaiion   of  snowy    white- 
ness.     On   approacliing  the    upprr    end,    our    liilits 
gleamed    upon    a   gigantick    stalactite,    whirl),  in   the 
dimness,  boie  sofiie  resemblance  to   a  ihroned    statue 
of  alabaster  ;   it  is    called    \Vasi»ington's    statue  ;   but 
thif»  appellation,  like   many  other  misnomers  and  con- 
ceifs,    such  as    Solonon's    thron*»,  David's    sceptre, 
Adam  and   Eve    in  Paradise,   which  the  guide  forces 
on  vour  notice  as  yvn  proceed,  serves  only  to  create 
a  tiresome  distraction  of  the  attention,  by  introducing 
ideas   pecidiarly    ill  suited   to   a  scene,    in  which   na- 
ture is  working   alone  in  power  and    beauty,  regard- 
less   of    the    existence    of    man    and     his    passions. 
There  is  scarcely  a  turn  in   the  cavern  which  does 
not  present  some   curious   speci.nen  of  her  sportive 
creilion,  at  one   time    imitating  the  folds  of  gorgeous 
drapery  ;  at  another,  represcntiiii;  a  water-fall,  which 
see.ns  to  have  been  suddenly  converted  into  marble  ; 
here  she  has   chiselled   out    the  model   of  a   Gotlnc.k 
oratory  ;     there    adorns     a    large    sitting-room,    with 
flowers  and  rural  implements.     The  larger  columns, 
being  hollow,    give  out,  when  forril.ly   struck,  a  deep 
and   melodious  sound,  which   heard  in  the  remoter 
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caverns,  has  the  effect  of  fine  rausick.     What  a  Py- 
thian dwelling  for  old   superstition  l^ 

1  found  very  good  quarters  al  Staunton,  and  spent 
the  evening  agreeably,  in  company  with  a  young 
American  sailor,  who  had  served  at  the  Battle  of 
Plattsburg.  He  related  some  anecdotes,  which  had 
fallen  under  his  own  observation,  of  the  behaviour 
of  imprest  seamen,  which  induced  me  to  wish  j 
rotten  portion  of  our  naval  system  exterminated. 
While  coping  with  inferiour  foes,  some  errours  may 
be  afforded,  but  when  *' Greek  meets  Greek,"  the 
careless  fastening  of  a  vizoF-clasp  may  decide  the 
contest. 

Betwixt  Staunton  and  Lexington,  the  villages 
have  a  mean  appearance.  At  Middlebrook,  while 
my  horse  was  feeding,  several  of  the  inhabitants 
collected  round  my  waggon,  and  finding  it  of  a 
fashion  unusual  in  their  country,  concluded  I  could 
be  no  ordinary  person,  so  they  begged  to  know  if 
I  was  not  the  showman,  who  had  been  exhibiting 
in  the  neighbourhood,  and  whose  fame  had  pre- 
ceded his  arrival  at  this  village :  upon  my  assuring 
them  I  was  no  such  distinguished  character,  (for  I 
believe  the  inquiry  rather  implied  a  compliment,) 
they  contented  themselves  with  taking  notes  and 
dimensions  of  my  equipage,  and  we  civilly  parted. 
The  valley  narrows  towards  Lexington,  and  the  face 
of  the  country  becomes  in  consequence  more  wild 
and  uneven,  being  broken  into  paps  and  short  hills, 
shooting  out  from  the  North,  and  Blue  ridges,  and 
thus  presenting  a  succession  of  deeply  wooden  glens 
and  n^ountain,  very  agreeable  after  the  level  uni- 
formity of  the  upper  part  of  the  valley.  Lexing- 
ton is  a  brisk-looking  little  town,  and  having  a  col- 
y     lege,   is  the  literary  capital  of  the    upper    parts  of 

*  I  found  the  heat  of  the  Cavern  oppressive ;  it  was  a  sharp 
frost  without,  the  theriuometer  at  30<* ;  in  Washington's  Hall 
it  rose  to  64°  ;  the  vapour  from  within  had  completely  thaW' 
ed  the  vicinity  of  the  entrance. 
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Virginia.     Arriving  early  in  the  daj,   I  inquired  for 
a  sailiJIe  hor^^e  lo  ride   over  fo   the    iNaiiiial  Bridge; 
the   landlord   of  the    tavern   at  whicli    1    stopped  ini- 
Diediately  set  out    with   me    in    search  of  one,  and    I 
reached  tlie  Bridge  tavern,  as  it  is   called,    the  same 
evening.      1  Ibnnd  it   a   substantial   stone  house,  and 
all  in  a  bustle,  for  a  party  of  yoimsj  men  had    met    to 
have  a   <lance  ;    they    were,  however,   scantily  sup- 
plied   wiih  partners,  the  ladies  of  the  neighbourhood 
havinq;,  eitlier  from  caprice  or  devotion,  for  the  most 
part  declined   their   invitation;  they,  howe\er,    used 
merrily    the    means    they    had.       While   the   amuse- 
ments were  going  on  in  the  publick   room,   I   walked 
into  the   parlour,  to  be   a   little   out  of  Ihe   noise;  an 
ungracious  term,  but  the   mirth  in  whic  h    we  have  no 
share,  will   sometimes  sounti    harshly,  and    so   it    did 
to  other  ears  tlian   mine,   though   for  a  different  rea- 
son.     In  this  same  parlour,  1    found    a    square   erect 
figure,   in  a  brimmed  hat,  an<l  primitive  suit  of  dark 
anuff-colour,  pacing   up  and    down   with    a   sourness 
of  aspect,    which,   had   I   not   been    subsequently  en- 
lightened as  to  its  cause,  I    might  have    ascribed  to  a 
fit  of    the    cholick  :   he   had   already  enunciated  the 
perturbed  condition  of  the   inward    /nan,    by    several 
emphatick  ohs,  and  groans,  when   a  m«rry,  respec- 
table  looking  Irislnnan,  whom  I  had  observed  a  prin- 
cipal promoter  of  the    revels,    tripped   in,   and    pie- 
sently    addressing    himself   ralhej-    to    the    thoughts 
than  the  words,  of  my  dolorous  snufT'-coIonred  friend, 
observed,   "  Now   for  my  soul,  I   cannot   see  any  ilif- 
ference  whether  we  junip  about  to  the  cat-gut,  or  sit 
still  with  our  hands   before  us  ;  the  time  is  but  spent 
one   way  as  well   as   the  other."     "  The  difference'* 
retorted  the  saint,    (for   such  he  now  proved    himself 
to  be,)  "  is   that  the  one  can   be  done    to  the   glory 
to  God,  and  the  other  cannot.'*      Alas!   for  the  glory 
of  the    Almighty,    which  one   half   of   mankind    be- 
lieves itself  able  to  exalt   by  jnmpir.g  about,  and   the 
other  half  by  sitting  still.     This   sour  fanaticism  is, 
however,  gaining  great  ground   in  the   h^tri*e«. 
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THE  NATURAL  BRIDGE. 

To  describe  the  Natural  Bridge  in  any  other  words 

th^n  those  ol"  Mr.  Jefferson,  would  imply  a  stronger 
feeling  of  its  beauty,  or  a  greater  power  of  descrip- 
tion than  his  :  f  pretend  to  neither,  and  a  good  quo- 
tation is  better   than  oiiginal   insipidity. 

"  The  Natural  Bridge,  the  most  sublime  of  Na- 
ture's works,  is  on  the  nscent  of  a  hill,  which  seems 
to  Ijavs  been  cloven  through  its  length  by  so(ne  great 
convulsion.  The  fissure  just  at  the  bridge  is  by 
some  ad  neasurements  270  r>et  deep,  by  others,  only 
20.5  :  it  is  about  forty-five  feet  wide  at  the  bottom, 
and  rjinety  feer  at  the  top  ;  ;<jis  of  course  determines 
the  length  of  the  bridge,  and  its  b<:ight  above  the 
wa*er.  its  breadth  in  tlie  middle  is  about  sixty  feet, 
but  more  at  the  ends,  and  the  thickness  of  the  rnass 
at  the  summit  of  the  arch,  about  forty  feel.  A  ftart 
of  this  thickness  is  constituted  by  a  coat  of  earth, 
which  gives  growth  to  many  large  trees:  the  resi- 
due, with  the  hill  on  both  sides,  is  one  solid  roik  of 
limestone.  The  arch  approaches  the  semi-elliptical 
form;  but  the  longer  axis  of  the  ellipsis,  which  would 
be  the  chord  of  the  arch,  is  many  titnes  \ou%er  than 
the  transverse.  Though  the  sides  of  this  bridge 
are  provided,  in  some  parts,  with  a  parapet  of  fixed 
rocks,  yet  few  men  have  the  resolution  to  walk  to 
them,  and  look  over  into  the  abyss.  You  involun- 
tarily fall  upon  your  bands  and  feef,  creep  to  the 
parapet,  and  peep  over  it.  Looking  down  from  this 
height  about    a  minute  gave  me  a  violent  headacb. 
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If  the  view  from  the  lop  be  pa'mtul  and  intolerable, 
tha'  from  below  is  (Jt-liglittul  in  an  tqiial  exiicme. 
It  i^  iinpossible  for  the  emotions  arising  Irorn  the 
Bubiime  to  be  felt  beyond  what  ihey  are  heie  :  ho 
beauliiul  an  arcti,  so  ele\ated,  »o  light,  and  spiii.g- 
ing  up  as  it  were  to  heaven  !  Tht-  rapfuie  ot  (he 
spet  lalor  i::}  really  indestriLabie  !  Tlie  Os^ure  con- 
tinuing narrow,  deep,  and  •siraighf,  tor  a  considt'i  ahle 
di«lani  e  above  anil  below  the  bridge,  oprns  a  sl.ort, 
bu  \ery  pleasing  view,  ot  the  ISoril)  iMounlain  on 
Ihe  one  Hide,  and  the  Blue  Ridge  on  the  other,  at 
the  distanre,  each  of  ttieni,  of  about  five  miles.  The 
all  earn  passing  under  ihe  briilge  is  called  Ctdar 
Cieek.  ll  is  a  water  of  James'  River,  and  nuffi- 
cien«,  in  the  drytst  seasons,  (o  turn  a  grist-njill, 
thou^,h  ilslounlain  is  not  more  tluin  two  miles  above." 
— Notes,  p.  ;j4. 

Mr.    Jetl'erson    prudently    abstains    from    building 
any    hypoliiesis  as  to  the  origin  of  this  iicttural  won- 
der :   the  IMarquis  de  ChastelhiX  has  more  ehivalious- 
ly   made    tlie   attempt,    by   supposing    that   afler    the 
draining   of  the   larger  valleys  by  the  escape  ot    their 
waters    tliro'igh   the   mountain  gaps,   the   little   valley 
of  Cedar  Creek   served  as   a  partial   rescr\oir,   dam- 
med  up  by  Ihe  rock  of  the  natural  biidge,  the  under 
pan  ot  wliich  they  untlermined,  and   so  formed    the 
arch.      It    is   dit!i«  nil,   however,    to  <oncei\e   how    a 
bony    of    water  contained    wifliin    this    little    ravine, 
and    co:,seqiiently    in    a   quiescent   state,   could    have 
force  enougli   to  l>reak,   or    mine    througli   a   mass   of 
rock  sixty  t'eel  in  thickness:   besides,    this    h>polhe- 
ais  still    leaves   the   exiraorilinar\    circunistance   of  a 
wall  ot    these   dimensions  crossing   the    valley,  unac- 
coiiiiled  for.      Mr.    Jetferson,    in   observing   on    Don 
Ulloa's  de«*criplion   of  a   similar   bieatc    in    the    pro- 
Yin(  e  of  Anjarez,   in  South    America,    inclines   to  the 
opmion  that    in    bolh   cases   ihe  etle(  t  had    been  pro- 
duced  by  some  sudden  c(»nvulsion;  a  less  t*a\ourite, 
bec:»u>e,    perhaps,  a    nioie    siujple   h\  polhesis    than 
the  former.     Mr.  Jetferson   is  the   proprietor  of  the 
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Natural  Bridge,  and  commonly  makes  a  visit  once  in 
the  year,  *'  to  look  upon  its  beauty."^ 

Betwixt  Lexington  and  the  bridge  there  are  some 
grand  features  of  scenery,  particularly  at  the  mill 
and  village  of  Buffalo  Creek.  Betwixt  Lexington 
and  Wayenesborough,  I  found  the  roads  miry,  and 
the  country  heavy  ;  the  villages  few,  and  not  very 
pleasing  in  their  appearance  ;  but  in  fact,  the  sea- 
son for  the  picturesque  was  gone  by,  and  toiling 
through  dark  plashy  woods  began  to  be  tiresome 
work.  I  slept  a  night  at  Ihe  tavern  of  Rock-fish 
Gap,  and  from  the  heights  above  the  house,  enjoy- 
ed a  last  view  of  the  valley  and  mountain  country  on 
one  hand,  while  on  the  other  I  looked  down  into 
the  lowlands,  over  an  immense  landscape  of  fertile 
country.  The  soil  on  this  side  the  ridge,  is  a  tenacious 
red  clay,  "  just,"  says  Volney,  "  like  the  soil  of 
Aleppo,"  and  continues  such  most  of  the  way  to 
Richmond. 

*  From  the  Bridge  it  is  fourteen  miles  to  the  Peaks  of 
Otter.  In  the  maps  the  distance  exceeds  forty  miles.  I 
found  basaltick  stones  scattered  in  great  abundance  about  a 
mile  from  the  bridge. 
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MONTICELLO. 

Having  an  introduction  to  Mr.  Jefferson,  I  ascend- 
ed his  little  mountain  on  a  fine  morning,  which  gave 
the  situation  its  due  eff*ect.  The  whole  of  the  sides 
and  base  are  covered  uilh  forest,  tlirough  which 
roads  have  been  <  iif  ciicularly,  so  that  the  winding 
may  be  shortened  or  prolonged  at  pleasure  :  the  sum- 
mit is  an  open  lawn,  near  !o  the  south  side  of  which 
the  house  is  built,  with  its  gartlen  just  descending 
the  brow  :  the  saloon,  or  central  hall,  is  ornamented 
\rith  several  pieces  of  antique  sculpture,  Indian  arms, 
MauKUOth  bones,  and  other  cuiiosifies  <  ollecled  irom 
various  parts  of  the  Union.  I  loiind  JMr.  Jetferson 
tall  in  person,  but  ^tooping  and  lean  with  old  age, 
thus  exhibiting  that  tbitunate  mode  of  l)oilil}  deray, 
which  strips  the  frame  of  its  most  cinnbersome  parts, 
leav  ing  it  siill  strength  of  muscle  and  aiti\  iiy  of  limb. 
His  deportment  was  exactly  such  as  the  Marquis  de 
Chastelinx  describes  it,  above  thirty  years  ago: 
"  At  first  serious,  nay  even  cold,"  but  in  a  very 
short  time  relaxing  into  a  most  agreeable  amenity  ; 
"wilh  an  unabated  flow  of  conversation  on  the  most  in- 
teresting topicks,  discussed  in  the  most  gentlemanly 
and  philosophical  manner.  1  walked  with  him  round 
his  grounds,  to  visit  his  pet  trees,  and  improvements 
of  various  kinds:  during  the  walk,  he  pointe<l  out  to 
my  observation  a  coniial  mountain,  rising  singly  at 
the  edge  of  the  southern  horizon  ot'  the  laml-rape  : 
its  distance  he  said,  was  40  miles^  and  its  diinen'-ions 
those  of  the  greater  Egyptian  pyramid  ;  so  that  il  ac- 

29 
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curately  represents  the  appearance  of  the  pyraraid  at 
the  t^a.iie  dislaiice  ;  there  is  a  small  cleft  visible  on  its 
sufiuiiil,  throug^h  whic  h,  the  true  meridian  ot  Monti- 
cello  exactly  passes  :  its  most  singular  property,  how- 
ever, is,  Ihat  on  different  occasions  it  looms,  or  alters 
its  appearance,  becoming  sometimes  cylindrical, 
sometimes  square,  and  sometin)es  assuming  the  form 
of  an  inverted  cone.  Mr.  Jefferson  had  not  been 
able  to  connect  this  phenomenon  with  any  particular 
sea^on,  or  state  of  the  atmosphere,  except,  that  it 
most  commonly  occurred  in  the  forenoon.  He  ob- 
served, that  it  was  not  only  wholly  unaccounted  for 
by  the  laws  of  vision,  but  that  it  had  not  as  yet  en- 
gaged  the  attention  of  philosophers  so  far  as  to  ac- 
quire a  name  ;  that  of  looming,  being  in  fact,  a  term 
applied  by  sailors,  to  appearances  of  a  similar  kind  at 
sea.  The  Blue  Mountains  are  also  observed  to  loom, 
though  not  in  so  remarkable  a  degree.^ 

It  must  be  interesting  to  recall  and  preserve  the 
political  sentiments  of  a  man  who  has  held  so  distin- 
guished a  station  in  publick  life  as  Mr.  JeiTerson. 
He  seemed  to  consider  much  of  the  freedom  and  hap- 
piness of  America  to  arise  from  local  circumstances. 
"  Our  population,"  tie  observed,  "  has  an  elasticity, 
by  which  it  would  fly  off  from  oppressive  taxation." 
He  instanced  the  beneficial  effects  of  a  free  govern- 
ment, in  the  case  of  New  Orleans,  where  many  pro- 
prietors who  were  in  a  state  of  indigence  under  the 
dominion  of  Spain,  have  risen  to  sudden  wealth, 
solely  by  the  rise  in  the  value  of  land,  which  followed 
a  change  of  government.  Their  ingenuity  in  me- 
chanical inventions,  agricullural  improvements,  and 
that  mass  of  general  information  to  be  found  among 
Americans  of  all  ranks  and  conditions,  he  ascribed  to 
that  ease  of  circumstances,  which  afforded  them  lei- 
sure to  cultivate   their   minds,  after  the  cultivation  of 

*  Vi<]e,  for  a  more  detailed  account  of"  tliis  phenomenon,  in 
Notes  on  Virginia,  p.  122. 


MONTICELLO.  --< 

their  laruls  was  complcfed.— In  fact,  I  have  freqne<jl- 
\y    been    surprisetl    to    find    mathematical    and    oiher 
useful  works  in  houses,   which  seemed   to  ha^e  liflle 
pretension  to  t!ie  lu\nr\  of  h'arnini;.      Another  cause, 
Mr.  JetKMson   observed,  (niulit   be  discovered  in    ihe 
nianv  court  ami  county  meelin^zs,  which  brought  men 
frequently    together  on    publick    business,   and    thus 
gave  them  habits,  both  of  thinking  and  ot  expressing 
their  thoughts  on  sid)jecfs,  which  in  other  countries 
are   confined   to   the  consideration  of  the  privileged 
few.      Mr.  JelFerson   has   not  the  reputation  of  being 
very  friendly  to   England  :   we   should,   howT^ver,   be 
aware,  that  a  partiality  in  this  respect  is  not   absolute- 
ly the  duty  of  an    American  citizen;   neither  is  it  to 
be  expected  that  Ihe  policy  of  our  government  ^lioidd 
be  regarded  in  foreign  countries,  with  the  same  com- 
placency with  which  it  is  looked  upon  by  ourselves  : 
but  whatever  may  be   his  sentiment^  in  this  respect, 
politeness  naturally   repressed  any  oifensixe  expres- 
sion of  them  :    he  talked  of  our  affiiiis  with  candour, 
and  apparent  good  will,   though   leaning,   perhiip-^.  to 
the  gloomier  side  of  the   picture.      He  did   noi  per- 
ceive  by   what   means   we  could   be   extricated   trom 
our    present   financial  embarrassment-*,   witiiout  some 
kind  of  revolution  in  our  government  :   on  my  rej)ly- 
ing,  that  ojir  habits  were  retnarkably  steady,  and  that 
great  sacrifices   woultl   be   made   \o  prevent  a   violent 
catastrophe,   he  acceded   to   the  observation,  but  de- 
manded, if  those  who  made   the  sacrifices,  would   not 
require  some  political  reformation  in  return.      His  re- 
pugnance was  strongly  marked  to  the  despotick  prin- 
ciples   of   Bonaparte,    and    he    seemed    to    consider 
France  under  Louis  XVI.  as  scarcely  capable  ol  a  re- 
publican  form   of  government  ;   but   added,  that   the 
present  generation  of  Frenchmen  had  grown  up   ^vith 
sounder  notions,  which   would  probably  leap  to  their 
emancipation.       Relative    to    the    light    in    which    he 
views  theconduct  of  the  Allied  Sovereigns,  1  cannot 
do  belter  than  insert  a  letter   of  liis  to  Dr.  Logan, 
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dated  18th  Octobep,  1815,  and  published  in  the  Ame- 
rican INewspapers  : 

"  Dear  Sir, — I  thank  you  for  the  extract  in  yours 
of  August  16th,  respecting  the  Etriperour  Alexander. 
It  arrived  here  a  day  or  two  after  I  bad  left  this  place, 
from  which  1  have  been  absent  about  seven  or  eight 
weeks.  1  had  from  other  inforaiation,  formed  ihe 
most  favourable  opinion  of  the  virtues  of  the  Empe- 
rour  Alexander,  and  considered  his  partiality  to 
this  country  as  a  prominent  proof  of  them.  The 
magnanimity  of  his  conduct  on  the  first  capture  of 
Paris,  still  magnified  every  thing  we  had  believed  of 
him  ;  but  how  he  will  come  out  of  his  present  trial, 
remains  to  be  seen  :  that  the  sufferings  which  France 
had  inflicted  on  other  countries,  justified  some  repri- 
sals, cannot  be  questioned,  but  I  have  not  yet  learn- 
ed what  crimes  Poland,  Saxony,  Belgium,  Venice, 
Lombardy,  and  Genoa,  had  merited  for  them,  not 
merely  a  temporary  punishment,  but  that  of  perma- 
nent subjugation,  and  a  destitution  of  independence 
and  self-government.  The  fable  of  ^sop  and  the 
Lion  dividing  the  spoils,  is,  1  fear,  becoming  true 
history,  and  the  moral  code  of  Napoleon  and  the  En- 
glish government,  a  substitute  for  that  of  Grotius,  of 
Puffendorf,  and  even  of  the  pure  doctrines  of  the 
great  author  of  our  own  religion.  We  were  safe  our- 
sefv€^  from  Bonaparte,  because  he  had  not  the  Bri- 
tish fleets  at  his  command.  We  were  safe  from  the 
British  fleets,  because  they  had  Bonaparte  at  their 
back,  but  the  British  fleets,  and  the  conquerors  of 
Bonaparte,  being  now  combined,  and  the  Hartford 
nation  drawn  off  to  them,  we  have  uncommon  reason 
to  look  to  our  own  affairs.  This,  however,  I  leave  to 
others,  offering  prayers  to  Heaven,  the  only  contri- 
bution of  old  age,  for  the  safety  of  our  country.  Be 
so  good  as  to  present  me  affectionately  to  Mrs.  Lo- 
gan, and  to  accept,  yourself,  the  assurance  of  my  es- 
teem and  respect. 

"  T.  Jefferson." 
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The  same  anxiety  for  his  country's  independence 
seems  lo  have  led  hini  to  a  change  ot  opinion  on  the 
relative  importance  of  njanufactories  in  America.  He 
thus  expre>»se8  hin)self,  in  answer  to  an  auvlress  tiom 
the  American  s<M*iety  for  the  encoiiragt- uienl  of  mami- 
factories  :  "i  lia\e  read  wuh  grtat  >ali!?racliori,  the 
eloquent  pacnpldet  3  ou  were  so  kmd  as  to  send  me, 
and  sympathize  with  e\ery  line  of  il.  I  was  once  a 
doubter,  whether  the  labour  of  ilie  cultivator,  aitled 
by  the  creative  powers  of  ttie  earth  itself,  would  not 
produce  more  value  than  that  ol  the  uianufactuier 
alone,  and  unassisted  by  the  dead  subject  on  wiiich 
he  acted  ;  in  other  words,  whether  the  more  we  could 
bring  into  action  of  ttje  tneruies  o!  our  bouniile?<s  ter- 
ritory, in  addition  to  the  h.bour  of  our  citizens,  the 
more  would  not  be  our  |iain.  But  the  inventions  of 
the  latter  times,  by  lat»oui-saving  machines,  do  afi 
much  now  for  the  manulacturer,  as  lie  earth  lor  the 
cultivator.  Experit-iice  too,  lias  proxtd  that  mine 
was  but  half  the  (pieslion  ;  the  other  hall  is,  whether 
dollars  and  cents  are  to  be  weij:lieti  111  iIm  m  ale  against 
real  independence.  Ttie  question  is  then  solved,  at 
least  so  far  as  respects  our  own  wants.  I  much  fear 
tlie  elfect  on  our  intanl  establi^timent,  of  the  policy 
avowed  by  Mr.  Brougham,  and  quoieil  in  the  pam- 
phlet. IndividUtti  British  merchants  ma)  lose  by  the 
late  immense  impoiiations  ;  Ijut  Bnlish  con.ii.erce  and 
manutactories  in  the  mas>  will  gain,  b^  beating  down 
the  competition  of  ours  in  our  own  markets,  6cc." 

The  conversation  turning  on  American  history, 
Mr.  Jetfer-^ou  related  an  anecdote  ot  the  Abbe  Hay- 
nal,  Hhich  serves  lo  shew  how  history,  even  when  it 
calls  itself  ph^lo^o()hlcal,  is  written.  Tlie  Abbe  was 
in  coiii|)any  wiih  Dr.  Ftaiiklin,  ai.d  several  Ameri- 
cans at  Paris,  when  meniiou  1  haiiced  to  be  made  ol 
his  anecdote  of  Polly  Bakei,  related  in  his  sixth  vol- 
ume, upon  which  one  ot  the  rompany  observed,  that 
no  SIM  h  law  as  that  allude^t  to  in  the  story,  existed 
in   iSew   England: 'the   Abbe  stoutly  maintained  the 
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authenticity  of  his  tale,  when  Dr.  Franklin,  who  had 
hitherto  remained  silent,  said,  "  I  can  account  for  all 
this  ;  you  took  the  anecdote  frona  a  newspaper,  of 
which  I  was  at  thar  time  editor,  and,  happening,  to  be 
very  short  of  news,  1  composed  and  inserted  the 
whole  story."  '<  Ah  !  Doctor,"  said  the  Abbe  mak- 
ing a  true  French  retreat,  "I  had  rather  have  your 
stories,  than  other  men's  truths." 

Mr.  Jefferson  preferred  Botta's  Italian  History  of 
the  American  Revolution,  to  any  that  had  yet  ap- 
peared, remarking,  however,  the  inaccuracy  of  the 
speeches.  Indeed,  the  true  history  of  that  period 
seems  to  be  generally  considered  as  lost :  A  re- 
markable letter  on  this  point,  lately  appeared  in  print, 
from  the  venerable  Mr.  John  Adams,  to  a  Mr.  Niles, 
who  had  solicited  his  aid  to  collect  and  publish  a 
body  of  revolutionary  speeches.  He  says,  *'  Of  all 
the  speeches  made  in  Congress,  from  \774  to  1777, 
inclusive,  of  both  years,  not  one  sentence  remains,  ex- 
cept a  few  periods  of  Dr.  Witherspoon,  printed  in 
his  works."  His  concluding  sentence  is  \ery  strong. 
"  In  plain  English,  and  in  a  (ew  words,  Mr.  Niles,  I 
consider  the  true  history  of  the  American  revolution, 
and  the  establishment  of  our  present  constitutions,  as 
lost  for  ever  ;  and  nothing  but  misrepresentations, 
or  partial  accounts  of  it,  will  ever  be  recovered." 

I  slept  a  night  at  Monticello,  and  left  it  in  the 
morning,  with  such  a  feeling  as  the  traveller  quits 
the  mouldering  remains  of  a  Grecian  temple,  or  the 
pilgrim  a  fountain  in  the  desert.  It  would  indeed 
argue  great  torpor,  both  of  understanding  and  heart, 
to  have  looked  without  veneration  and  interest,  on 
the  man  who  drew  up  the  declaration  of  American 
Independence  ;  who  shared  in  the  councils  by  which 
her  freedom  was  established  ;  whom  the  unbought 
voice  of  his  fellow-citizens  called  to  the  exercise  of  a 
dignity,  from  which  his  own  moderation  impelled  him, 
when  such  example  was  most  salutary,  to  withdraw  ; 
and  who,  while  he  dedicates  the  evening  of  his  glo- 
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rioiis  days  to  the  pursuits  of  science  and  liferature, 
sliiiiis  none  of  the  Imnibler  duties  of  |)ii\ ate  life  ;  but, 
haxiui;  tilled  a  seat  lii<ilier  tijan  liiat  of  kings,  suc- 
ceeds wilfi  graceful  dijinily  to  tliat  of  the  Liood  neigh- 
bour, anil  bei'onjes  the  friendly  adviser,  lawyer,  phy- 
sician, and  even  gardener  of  his  vicinity.  This  is 
the  "  still  small  voice"  of  philosopJiy,  deeper  and 
holier  than  the  lightnings  and  earthquakes  which 
ha\e  preceded  it.  \\'hat  monarch  would  venture 
thus  to  exhibit  hiinsclf  in  the  nakedness  of  his  huma- 
nity '  On  wliat  royal  biow  would  the  laiirel  replace 
the  diadem  !  Hut  they  wlio  are  born  and  educated 
to  be  kings,  are  not  expected  to  be  philosophers. 
This  is  a  just  answer,  though  no  great  compliment 
either  to  the  governours  or  the   governed. 

My  travels  had  nearly  teiminated  at  the  Rivan- 
nah,  which  flows  at  the  foot  of  Monticello  :  in  trying 
to  ford  it,  my  horse  and  waggon  were  carried  down 
the  slieam  :  I  escaped  with  my  servant,  and  by  the 
aiii  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  domestirks,  we  finally  suc- 
ceeded in  extricating  my  equipage  from  a  watery 
gra\e.  The  road  to  Richmond  follows  the  James 
River,  and  has  few  features  to  attract  notice.  There 
are  no  t«)wns,  and  very  lew  villages.  Of  the  taverns, 
I  have  only  to  remark,  thai  IMis.  Tisley's  is  a  clean, 
cofiifortahle  house,  and  that  31r.  Powell  is  a  very 
civil  landlord. 
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RICHMOND. 


"  EiGHMOND,"  says  the  author  of  "  Letters  from 
Virginia,"  (and  I  prefer  the  lively  tints  of  his  pen- 
cil to  my  own  wintry  colouring,)  "  is  situated  on 
the  north  bank  of  James  River,  about  a  hundred  and 
twenty  miles  from  its  mouth,  at  the  Falls,  or  head 
of  tide  water.  It  is  built  chiefly  upon  two  lofty  hills, 
the  northern  of  which  is  called  Shockoe,  (some  In- 
dian name  I  suppose,)  and  the  southern,  Richmond. 
The  former  of  these  furnishes  a  fine  extensive  plain 
»  on  its  summit,  and  is  the  principal  seat  for  dwelling- 
houses,  the  Capitol,  and  other  publick  buildings  of 
the  city.  The  two  hills  are  separated  by  a  large 
valley,  which  again  is  divided  by  a  little  stream  that 
rsns  murmuring  through  it,  till  it  falls  into  the  river 
at  the  foot  of  them  ;  and  parallel  to  the  James  is  a 
long  street,  perhaps  more  than  a  mile  in  length, 
chiefly  built  up  with  brick  houses,  for  stores  and 
other  purposes,  hence  called  the  brick  row.  In  a 
line  with  this,  and  still  nearer  to  the  river,  are  small- 
er streets  of  less  importance,  principally  occupied 
by  warehouses,  and,  at  the  end  of  it,  lies  the  port  for 
/vessels  at  the  head  of  the  navigation,  which  they 
^call  Rocketts.  The  situation  of  the  place  is  pictur- 
esque and  beautiful  beyond  ray  expectation,  even 
after  all  I  had  heard  of  it.  The  river  before  the 
town,  is  about  half  a  mile  wide,  and  is  obstructed, 
not  only  by  the  rocks,  which  constitute  the  Falls, 
but  by  several  wild  and  fanciful  islands,  among  which 
it  flows   with  a  loud   and   agreeable  murmur,  very 
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audible  in  llie  stillness  of  the  night.  Before  you,  on 
the  opposite  side,  lies  the  neat  htlle  village  of  IMau- 
chester,  with  its  line  green  fields  and  meadows, 
sltiried  with  'groves  of  woods,  and  rising  l)ills,  tliat 
jjeeui  to  undulate  in  the  weatcrn  horizon.  Below, 
the  stream  having  disengaged  itself  from  tlie  rocks, 
steals  silently  away  frotn  your  eye,  hiding  itself 
among  the  trees,  and  ap[)earing  again  at  a  little  dis- 
tance, shining  in  the  sun,  and  reflecting  the  white 
sails  of  coming  and  departing  vessels  on  its  silver 
bosom.  Besides  all  this,  the  neighbourhood  abounds 
with  the  finest  walks,  prospects,  groves,  and,  in 
short,  every  convenience  for  sighir)g,  that  the  lover 
or  the  poet  could  desire."  As  a  drawback  to 
these  beauties,  "  the  private  houses  are  generally 
without  taste.  They  are  indeed,  for  the  most  part, 
built  of  coarse  bricks,  blackened  by  being  burnt  with 
coal,  which  gi\es  rother  a  sombre  air  to  the  town, 
in  spite  of  all  the  glitter  of  wealth  and  fashion  in 
the  streets.  With  tfie  publick  buildings  too,  where 
more  might  be  expected,  the  case  is  not  a  great  deal 
better.  The  Governour's  house  is  but  an  ordinarv 
affair  at  best.  The  Capitol,  indeed,  (though  it  will 
not  bear  a  critical  eye,)  standing  on  the  brow  of  the 
Shockoe  hill,  and  overlooking  the  siurounding  city, 
and  country,  presents  a  fine  bold  object  in  the  pic- 
ture from  almost  every  direction.  Its  inteiiour  is  di- 
vided into  various  apartments  tor  the  publick  of- 
fices, courts,  and  the  two  houses  of  the  (ieneral  As- 
sembly. These  are  spacious  and  convenient  enough  ; 
but  without  any  peculiar  elegance.  In  the  anti- 
chamber,  or  passage,  is  a  fine  niarble  statue  of 
Washington,  executed  by  our  countryman,  Ifoudon, 
in  his  best  style.  Opposite  to  it,  in  a  niche  in  the 
wall,  stands  a  bust  of  the  IVIarquis  La  Fayette,  pro- 
bably by  the  same  artist.  It  is,  perhaps,  a  strong 
proof  of  the  veneration  in  which  the  originals  are 
held,  that  the  sculptures  are  not  mutilated,  tliough 
they    are   works   of  taste.     With  regard   to  the   in- 
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habitants  (always  the  best  or  worst  part  of  a  citj,j 
1  am  souv  to  say  they  are  not  exactly  to  my  taste; 
that  is,  not  all  ot  them.  Perhaps,  indeed,  I  am  hard- 
ly well  enough  acquainted  to  form  a  coirect  judg- 
ment at  present  ;  but  I  must  confess  they  do  not 
strike  me  \'evy  agreeably  at  first  sight.  At  least,  the 
higher  classes  (as  they  doubtless  consider  themselves 
in  spile  of  their  republican  government)  appear  to 
have  put  on  a  set  of  manners  by  which  they  proba- 
bly design  to  please  themselves,  for  they  surely  can- 
not intend  to  please  any  body  else.  These  generally 
live  in  a  state  of  ambitious  rivalship  with  one  another, 
each  endeavouring  to  surpass  his  neighbour  in  fash- 
ion and  folly,  a  very  unprofitable  contest  at  best. 
Af(er  these  gentry,  however,  (who,  indeed,  are  chief- 
ly of  foreign"  extraction,  1  believe,)  you  may  meet 
with  many  of  the  true  old  Virginia  breed,  fiank, 
generous,  and  hospitable,  whom  it  is  a  real  pleasure 
to  shake  by  the  hand.  For  the  ladies,  they  are 
generally  like  the  rest  of  their  fair  countrywomen, 
and  certainly  exhibit  a  great  deal,  if  not  *  all,  that 
the  eye  looks  for,  and  the  heart  desires  in  woman.'  " 
— Letter  xxi. 

It  is  not  to  be  expected  that  my  experience  of  a 
week  empowers  me  either  to  confirm,  or  refute,  this 
censure  :  as  far,  however,  as  it  went,  I  found  the  in- 
habitants of  Richmond  polite  and  afFable,  and  well 
disposed  to  admit  strangers  to  their  societies  and 
amusements. 

Of  the  Virginian  character,  generally,  my  impres- 
sions were  not  favourable.  They  seem,  especially 
the  plantation-bred  Virginians,  to  have  more  preten- 
sion than  good  sense  :  the  insubordination,  in  which 
they  glory,  both  to  parental  and  scholastick  authority, 
produces^  as  might  be  expected,  a  petulance  of  man- 
ner, and  frothiness  of  intellect,  very  unlike  what  we 
may  imagine  of  the  old  Romans,  to  whom,  in  their 
modesty,  the  Virginians  aflfect  to  compare  themselves. 
Having  given  four  Presidents  to  the  United  States, 
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Ibey  are  fain  to  suppose  they  have  obtained  a  mono- 
poly of  o;eiiiu>,  as  well  a;i  of  power,  and  hold  in  true 
rei^al  disdain  the  lionest  simplirity  of  their  \unlvey 
bielhren.  These  observations  do  not,  ho^vever, 
apply  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Upper  Country,  who 
seem  to  be  jjenerally  a  race  of  plain  industrious  farm- 
ers, with  both  the  sound  sense,  and  nnatrected  man- 
ner, peculiar  to  this  class  of  people  throui;hout  the 
Union. 

A^  the  V'irginians  feci  destined  to  Jiovern,  and  as 
persuasion  is  a  necessary  instrument  for  this  pmpose, 
eloquence  is  their  favourite  study  ;  but  one  of  their 
coufrymen  is  best  able  to  describe  their  ef!brts  and 
success: — *'  The  people  of  this  Slate  insist  upon  it, 
that  tliey  have  the  patent  ri-hl  for  makin-i  spteches. 
Eloquence,  indeed,  (of  sone  sort  or  other)  is  almost 
the  only  road  to  fame  and  influence  in  the  State. 
Every  youth,  of  course,  who  has  been  led  to  beheve 
that  he  has  any  talents  at  all,  immediately  turns  iiis 
whole  attention  to  the  science  of  spoutins;.  The 
consequence  is,  that  the  land  is  literally  over-run 
with  orators  of  all  sorts  and  sizes,  almost  as  numerous 
and  noisy  as  the  froi]!;s  in  the  plague  of  Eaypt. — In  the 
first  place,  we  have  the  political  spouters,  who  are  found 
in  every  hole  and  corner  of  the  favoured  land  ;  but 
particularly  in  the  court-yard  and  tavern.  The  ta- 
vern, especially,  seems  to  be  a  very  favourite  haunt  for 
these  young  orators  ;  w  hether  it  is  that  the  long  porch 
invites  them  by  certain  classical  associations,  tvom 
its  resemblance  to  the  schools  of  some  ait.ong  the 
ancient  rhetoricians  ;  or  rather,  as  others  sup- 
pose, that  the  bar-room  contains  some  secret  stimu- 
lants of  eloquence,  more  sovereign  than  all  the  pre- 
cepts of  Qiiintilian.  It  is,  indeed,  very  amusing  to 
hear  one  of  these  talking  Jacks  (as  you  may  call 
them,)  when  it  has  been  properly  screwed  up,  seated 
by  the  fire,  and  unwinding  itself  in  long  discourses 
upon  liberty,  the  rights  of  man,  the  freedom  of  tlie 
seas,  general  sufFrage,  or  something  of  that  sort.     Its 


236  RICHMOND. 

whole  conversation  is  one  incessant  harangue.  In- 
deed, lo  speak  strictly,  it  never  converses  at  all; 
but  declaims  upon  you  without  any  reasonable  allow- 
ance for  the  delicacy  of  your  ears.  And  yet,  really 
when  it  cocks  its  feet  up  against  the  mantle-piece, 
its  favourite  oratorical  attitude,  and  lets  out,  as  they 
call  it,  you  can  form  no  idea  how  eloquent  it  is. — 
Next  in  order  to  these  come  the  'Fourth  of  July 
Orators,'  or  as  they  would  doubtless  prefer  to  be 
styled,  the  *  Orators  of  the  Human  Race.'  These 
are  men  who  set  up  once  a  year  (generally  in  very 
hot  weather)  to  proclaim  their  independence  with  a 
loud  voice,  and  abuse  the  British  con  amove.  In 
fact,  they  sometimes  carry  their  malice  so  far,  as  to 
vent  their  spite  upon  the  very  language  they  speak 
in,  its  unoffending  parts  of  speech,  and  innocent  rules 
of  syntax,  only  because  they  are  English,  I  presume. 
Nothing  seems  to  be  requisite  for  the  perfection  of 
these  things,  but  a  plenty  of  hard  names,  abuse  against 
tyranny  and  oppression,  a  panegj'rick  upon  liberty, 
and  five  or  six  apostrophes  to  the  dead  heroes  of 
the  revolution  ;  the  whole  accompanied  with  an  en- 
tire new  set  of  mouths  and  faces  made  on  purpose 
for  the  occasion.  Add  to  this,  the  words  selected 
for  this  service  must  all  be  as  long  as  possible,  ses- 
quipedalia  verba  ;  or  tri-syllables  at  least ;  and  none 
under  that  size  should  be  received,  any  more  than 
a  man  under  six  feet  could  have  been  admitted  into 
the  King  of  Prussia's  tall  regiment.  I  can  only  say 
of  them,  as  poor  Desdemona  said  of  the  mad  speech- 
es of  her  jealous  husband, 

*'  I  understand  a  fury  in  the  words ; 
"  But  not  the  words — '* 

"But  besides  these  engaging  speakers,  we  have 
still  another  class  of  orators,  called  Slang-whangers, 
who  are  also  sometimes  known  by  the  name  of  Stump- 
orators,    from   their   generally    choosing    to    deliver 


MCHMOND.  237 

lljeir  harangues  from  the  slump  of  a  tree,  or  a  horae- 
hlock,  or  some  otiicr  appropriale  place  of  this  sort. 
For  you  must  know,  these  are  llie  men  w  ho  under- 
take to  regulate  elections,  and  to  change  the  voles 
in  the  court-yard,  before  tlie  openinsi;  of  the  poll.  I 
have  observed  they  are  all  passionately  fond  of  the 
word  Republican  ;  which  seems  to  comprise  all  the 
excellence  of  oratory  in  itself,  and  is  generally  look- 
ed upon  as  a  very  good  substitute  for  both  reason 
and  common  sense." — Letter*  from  Virginia, — Let- 
ter xxii. 

The  same  lively  writer  thus  describes  the  impor- 
tation of  foreign  impostors,  who  play  oiF  on  the  cre- 
dulity of  his  countrymen  : 

"  All  the  nations 'of  Europe  are  very  generous  to 
us  in  this  way,  and  we  have  no  right  to  complain  of 
any  of  them  for  not  furnishing  its  full  quota.  In- 
deed, they  all  seem  to  pity  o«ir  poor  republicanism, 
and  very  cheerfully  club  their  mites  to  give  us  a  de- 
cent stock  of  their  cast-off  gentry,  to  keep  up  our 
credit  in  the  world.  Our  old  friend.  Great  Britain, 
in  particular,  is  very  good  to  us  indeed.  Perhaps 
she  thinks  it  but  right  to  make  us  some  amends  for 
the  shabby  population  she  gave  us  to  begin  with. 
However  this  may  be,  she  is  certainly  most  bountiful 
in  her  supplies  of  great  men  :  though  to  be  sure  she 
does  not  send  her  grand  dignitaries  themselves,  but 
only  their  cousins  and  acquaintances, — good  enough 
for  our  market.  Thus  we  can  shew  men  who  have 
corrected  the  speeches  of  Pitt,  at  his  own  request, 
rattled  a  box  with  Charles,  or  even  betted  against  the 
Prince  of  Wales  at  Newmarket  ;  but,  after  all,  these 
are  little  fellows  by  the  side  of  the  French  marquisses 
and  marshals  of  the  empire." — Letter  xxiii. 

This  cullability  of  Virginians  the  writer  attributes 
to  vanity,  and  a  passion  for  whatever  comes  from 
Europe,  to  which  they  are  still  in  the  habit  of  look- 
ing up  for  models  in  every  thing:  —  "Above  all," 
he  adds,  "  Republicans  as  they  are,  the}'  havr  a  hu- 
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man  hankering  after  lords  and  gentry  ;  and,  as  beg- 
gars m:ist  never  be  choosers,  it  is  right  for  them  to 
put  up  with  such  as  they  can  get." — Letter  xxiii. 

Lef  me  close  these  extracts  (and  they  contain,  per- 
haps, no  lit'le  satirical  exaggeration)  ivith  a  trait  of 
feeling,  which,  a«  an  Englishman,  I  cannot  but  con- 
sider as  honourable  to  the  Virginian  character.  The 
Attorney  General  of  the  State,  at  a  late  publick  din- 
ner, gave  as  a  toast,  "  Wilson,  Bruce,  and  Hutchin- 
son !  The  a^e  of  chivalry  is  not  past,  nor  the  glory 
of  Europe  extinguished  for  ever." 
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RICHMOND  TO  CHARLESTON. 
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A  GLANCE  at  the  foregoing;  table  iiulicafes  the  slate 
of  the  country.  Tiic  stages  are  no  longer  inaiked 
by  towns  and  villages,  but  by  solitary  taverns  and 
stage-houses.  The  best  part  of  the  country  lies  be- 
twixt Petersburg  and  Fayetteville,  being  witiiin  the 
limits  of  the   granite  ledge  :    the  soil   is   a   mixture  of 
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sand  and  clay,  tolferably  fertile  :  the  woods  are  gene- 
rally of  oak,  bickory,  and  walnut,  with  here  and  there 
pine-barrens,  and  swamps  :  —  but  I  can  say  little  of 
the  state  or  appearance  of  the  Caroiinas,  for  at 
Richmond  I  exchanged  my  convenient  Dearborn  for 
a  seat  in  the  mail,  to  be  conveyed  at  its  discretion  to 
Charleston. 

In  New  England  they  have  adopted  the  fashion  of 
our  stage-coaches  ;  but  the  primitive  "  democratical 
machine"  is  still  used  in  the  Southern  states;  to  em- 
bark in  one  of  which  is  no  light  service,  for  they 
break  down  on  an  average  twice  a  week,  so  that  the 
wrecks  and  the  maimed  are  always  to  be  found  on  the 
road.  Betwixt  Richmond  and  Petersburg  all  was 
well  :  the  weather  was  fine,  and  our  horses  ran  away 
but  twice,  killed  but  one  pig,  and  lamed  but  one  pas- 
senger :  but  on  the  morning  of  the  18th  the  wind 
came  from  south  to  north-west,  and  brought  down 
the  thermometer  to  14°  with  a  heavy  fall  of  snow,  in 
which  we  set  off  in  the  dark,  packed  in  every  posture 
of  purgatory,  with  trunks,  packages  and  elbows, 
squeezing  and  distorting  our  shivering  limbs,  while 
we  were,  at  the  same  time,  cheered  with  the  anticipa- 
tion of  being  upset  among  the  holes  and  swamps, 
which,  now  concealed  by  snow,  were  to  be  guessed 
at  in  the  dark  by  our  negro  coachman,  who,  to  do 
him  justice,  managed  the  matter  with  what  seemed  to 
me,  miraculous  dexterity.  I  was  not  sorry  to  halt  at 
Warrenton,  and  await  the  next  day's  mail  ;  but  in  one 
night  the  Roanoke  was  frozen  over,  and  the  ferry 
stopped,  so  I  went  on  to  Fox's  tavern,  near  Louis- 
burg,  in  a  private  conveyance  with  a  gentleman  I  fell 
in  with  at  the  tavern. 

I  had  occasion,  during  this  part  of  my  journey,  to 
feel  the  truth  of  a  common  remark,  that  one  suffers 
more  through  cold  in  a  temperate,  or  even  warm  cli- 
mate, than  in  a  cold  one.  The  cold  in  Canada  is  so 
completely  subdued  by  stoves  w^ithin,  and  furs  with- 
out doors,  that  it  seldom  causes  inconvenience  ;  where- 
as in  Carolina,   where  I  expected  to  have  escaped 
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its  dominion,  it  made  travelling  highly  disagreeable. 
The  houses  are  all  built  of  scanlliui:,  and  are  worse 
than  any  thing  in  the  t'orm  of  iiwellings,  but  the  ne- 
gro huts;  for  tliey  are  |ient*lrable  at  every  cre- 
vice; while,  from  the  usual  mildness  of  the  weallier, 
doors  have  become  altogether  released  from  the  duty 
of  being  shut.  Indeed  they  have  seldom  a  lalth, 
and  Mr.  Fox,  to  whom  1  was  de[)loring  this  neglect, 
observed,  that  they  generally  considered  a  door's 
being  shut  as  a  sij;n  nobody  was  at  home.  It  musJ, 
however,  be  nolited,  that  they  had  not,  for  many 
years,  experienced  such  a  severe  cold  as  the  present. 
The  crew  of  a  schooner,  on  lake  Pon*  hartrain,  was 
frozen  to  death  on  the  U'lh.  On  ihe  s;une  day  the 
mercury  descended,  at  Baltimore,  to  G°  below  zero, 
a  more  irilense  cold  than  was  ever  remembered  to 
have  been  felt  there.  At  Charleston  it  was  down  to 
17°,  and  1  found  all  ihe  orange-lrees  with  their  fruit 
looking  as  if  seared  by  fire.  Near  Raleigh  a  man 
was  frozen  to  death  on  the  19ih,  yet,  when  I  was 
there,  on  the  *2lst,  the  thermometer  rose  to  71°. 

Raleigh  is  the  capital  of  North  Carolina,  and  seems 
a  clean,  little  country  town.  At  one  ern\  of  the  prin- 
cipal, or  rather,  only  street,  stands  the  Governour's 
brick-house,  and  at  the  other  the  senate,  or  court- 
house, surrounded  by  a  grass  plot  neatly  laid  out. 
The  houses  are  small,  and  built  of  scantling.  Some 
of  them  have  their  foundations  of  the  taltous  granite 
of  the  ledge,  which  is  the  only  stone  in  the  country. 
The  total  want  of  limestone,  and  scarcity  >  brick 
earth,  render  it  extremely  difficult  and  c  jnsive, 
to  give  buildings  any  degree  of  stability.  The  stage 
stops  half  a  day  at  Raleigh,  which  enabled  me  to 
have  a  morning's  quail  shooting  with  two  gentlemen, 
one  of  whom  had  fallen  in  love  with  my  pointer,  on 
my  alighting  at  the  tavern ;  and  if  any  conclusion 
can  be  drawn  froru  two  chance  specimens,  society 
at  Raleigh  is  by  no  means  in  a  pitiable  contlition. 

At  Fayetteville  the  road  ai;ain  crosses  the  granite 
ledge,  and  traverses  a  desolate   tract  of  swamp  and 
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sandy  pine-woods  to  Georgetown.  In  all  this  dis- 
tance, Lumbeiton  is  the  only  clump  of  houses  te 
which  courtesy  can  apply  the  name  of  a  village  : 
the  tavern  here  is  kept  by  a  general  of  militia,  who 
seemed,  indeed,  to  have  more  of  the  spirit  of  the  sol- 
dier thafi  of  (he  landlord,  for  be  declined  taking  pay- 
ment for  the  refreshment  he  very  civilly  prepared 
for  me.  A  tract  of  country  like  the  above  can  have 
litlle  variety  of  scenery  ;  the  heavy  dreariness  of  the 
pine-barrens  was,  however,  sometimes  relieved  by 
the  verdure  of  the  swamps,  which  were  cohered  with 
bright  evergreens,  through  which  the  road  frequent- 
ly ran  for  some  distance,  as  through  a  park  shrub- 
bery. 

Our  passage  of  the  Pedee  was  picturesque  enough, 
but  the  colouring  was  something  too  sombre  to  be 
beautiful  :  we  approached  the  river  at  night;  several 
creeks  were  previously  to  be  crossed  ;  a  heavy  show- 
er had  fallen  and  frozen  on  its  descent,  so  that  every 
branch  and  twig  was  incased  in  ice:  the  banks  of 
these  creeks  were  high  ;  the  bridges  consisted  mere- 
ly of  pine-logs  laid  cross-ways,  without  parapet  or 
railing ;  they  were  now  as  slippery  as  glass,  and  the 
horses,  as  is  usual  in  these  sandy  roads,  had  no 
shoes.  I  was  dozing  in  the  dark  when  I  was  awaken- 
ed by  the  voice  of  the  driver,  vowing  that  nothing 
should  tempt  him  to  encounter  a  danger  like  that  he 
had  just  escaped.  He  had  past  one  bridge,  another 
remained,  and  he  kept  his  vow  :  but  what  was  to  be 
done  to  escape  sleeping  in  the  woods  ?  The  bridge 
might  be  avoided  by  an  old  road  through  a  swamp, 
supposed  to  be  impassable  :  here,  however,  we  were 
to  make  the  attempt.  Branches  of  pine  were  cut 
and  lighted  for  torches,  and  we  proceeded  through 
the  woods.  After  some  mistakes  and  more  oaths 
we  found  the  bog,  which  indicated  we  were  in  the 
right  way — "to  be  upset,"  I  said  to  myself;  but  we 
dashed  through  if  up  to  the  traces,  with  crash,  whip, 
and  halloo.  Such  an  equipajie,  in  such  a  place,  with 
the  torches,  and  negroes,   and   harsh   sounds,   more 
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resembled  a  veiiicle  for  the  transport  of  the  damned 
to  their  infernal  dwellini:,  than  a  stage-coach  in  a 
rational  <-ountry.  Nor  was  the  resenii)lance  dimin- 
ished svlien  we  arrived  at  the  river  l>rink  :  a  fire  was 
kinilled,  and  gleamed  redly  on  the  black-looking 
stream  b<''ow  ;  and  alter  many  blasts  of  the  iiorn, 
an  old  canoe,  "Sileered  by  a  shiverin}:;  negro,  wrap!  in 
a  blanket,  came  to  ferry  ns  over  :  *•  Aoc/uer  dclla 
livida  jidhide.^^  With  diflicnjiy  we  stowed  onrselves 
into  his  wet,  crazy  bark,  and  were  landed  in  the 
mud  on  the  opposite  shore,  whence  we  scrambled  to 
the  ferry-house  and  tavern.  It  was  now  four  in  the 
morning  ;  a  sharp  visaged  old  woujan  was  wailing 
our  arrival,  and  had  prejjared  a  meal  of  no  templing 
aspect,  which  she  chose  lo  call  supper,  and  which 
it  was  expected  passengers  sliould  pay  for,  if  not 
eat.  The  driver's  cnan,  wlio  had  crossed  with  us, 
now  wanted  to  return  :  the  old  woman  began  to  rouse 
tlie  ne^ro,  who,  shivering  it)  the  cold  fit  of  an  ague, 
bad  crept  to  his  tiut  ;  he  replied  to  her  shrill  tones 
that  he  was  too  ill  to  come  out,  and  should  die  if  she 
forced  him  ;  "  You  can  die  bjft  once,"  said  tlie  bel- 
dame, "so  come  you  fj  (/>'/'  Tiiis  man  was  an 
African,  and  couUI  scarcely  apt-ak  English  intelligi- 
bly ;  doublless,  however,  he  felt  the  blessed  exchange 
from  his  own  barbarous  country  to  a  land  of  reason 
and   liberty'. 

A  sinii^ular  peculiaiity  of  vegetation  marks  the 
proximity  of  the  coast.  The  trees  within  thirty 
miles  of  it  are  covered  with  a  curious  vegetable  ilra- 
pery,  which  hangs  from  them  in  Ions;  curling  tendrils, 
of  a  gray  or  pale  green  colour.  It  bears  a  small  blue 
flower,  succeeded  hy  a  plumed  seed,  which  adheres 
to  the  bark  of  trees.  The  live  oak  seems  its  most 
genial  soil ;  but  it  suspends  itself  from  trees  and 
shrubs  oPevery  description  ;  and  as  it  has  no  tenaci- 
ty, but  hangs  like  loose  gauze  drapery,  it  probably 
does  them  no  injury.  The  Carolinians  use  it  for 
stuffing  matrasses,  and  they  observe  it  is  never  found 
without  the  range  of  the  yellow  fever. 
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Street!?  unpaved  and  narrow,  small  wooden  houses, 
froai  among  which  rise,  in  every  quarter  of  the  town, 
stately  mansions,  surrounded  from  top  to  bottom  with 
broad  verandas,  and  standing  within  little  gardens 
full  of  orange  trees,  palmeltoes,  and  magnolias,  are 
features  which  give  Charleston  an  expression  belong- 
ing rather  to  the  south  of  Europe,  than  to  the  Teuto- 
nick  cities  of  the  north.  Perhaps,  taking  into 
view  its  large  black  population  and  glowing  tempera- 
ture in  January,  it  is  not  very  unlike  some  of  the 
cities  on  the  Mediterranean  coast  of  Africa.^  In 
other  respects  it  is  a  noble  monument  of  what  human 
avarice  can  effect  :  its  soil  is  a  barren  burning  sand  ; 
with  a  river  on  either  side,  overflowing  into  pestilen- 
tial marshes,  which  exhale  a  contagion  so  pernicious 
as  to  render  sleeping  a  single  night  within  its  in- 
fluence, during  the  summer  months,  an  experiment  of 
the  utmost  hazaril.  Even  the  town  is  noplace  of  re- 
fui^e  during  the  hottest  part  of  the  season  :  all  the  in- 
habitants who  can  afford  it,  then  fly  to  a  barren  sand- 
bank in  the  harbour,  called  Sullivan's  Island,  <'ontain- 
ing  one  well,  and  a  few  palmettoes  :  here  they  dwell 
in  miserable  wooden  tenements,  trembling  in  every 
storm,  lest,  (as  very  frequently  happens,)  their  hid- 
ing places  should  be  blown  from  over  their  heads,  or 

*  I  observed  anottier  Orientalism  ;  the  office  of  scavengers  is 
filled  by  carron  vultures,  who  are  protected  by  law  lor  their 
services,  and  emiiled  to  devour  all  offal  under  the  guarantee 
of  the  republick. 
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Jeliipied  bj  an  innndalion  of  the  spa.  But  what  will 
not  fuen  do,  and  bear,  for  money  ?  These  pestilenlial 
marshes  are  found  to  produce  jjood  rice,  and  the  ad- 
jacent alluvions  cotton  ;  true  it  is,  no  F^uropean  frame 
couM  support  the  hdjour  of  cullivalion,  l)ut  Africa 
can  furnish  slaves,  and  thus,  amid  contn<^ion  and  suf- 
fering!;, boll)  of  oppressors  and  oppressed,  has  ('harles- 
to»i  become  a  wealthy  city — nau,  a  religions  one 
too  ;  to  judge  by  the  number  of  churches  built,  build- 
ing, and  to  be  built. 

1  inquired  the  cause  of  what  seemed  to  me  an  ano- 
maly in  the  liislory  of  planters,  and  was  iiirornied, 
that  this  devotional  access  came  on  about  the  period 
of  the  French  revolution,  in  consecpience  of  very  se- 
vere alarm  at  the  danger  to  wliich  religion  and  social 
order  were  exposed.  The  Carolinians  proceeded  in 
consequence  to  amend  their  lives,  not  as  a  mere  mo- 
ralist might  have  imagined,  by  amending  their  slave 
code,  by  providing  for  the  instruction,  and  pa\ing 
the  way  for  the  total  emancipation  of  the  many  thou- 
sands of  their  fellow-creatures,  whom  they  held  in 
stripes  and  bondage.  This,  indeed,  would  have 
been,  to  a  certain  extent,  imitating  the  revolutionists 
themselves  ;  they  therefore  took,  not  only  an  easier 
course,  but  one  they  hatl  reason  to  think  much  more 
acceptable,  because  a  more  personal  compliment,  to 
the  Deity  whom  they  professed  to  serve  ;  they  built, 
and  frequented  many  churches,  heard,  and  read  many 
sermons,  and  bought  and  sold  their  brethren  as  be- 
fore. 

Charleston  has  a  great  reputation  for  hospitality,  a 
virtue  very  generally  conceded  to  the  Anieiicans, 
even  by  those,  who  are  willinii  to  deny  them  e\eiy 
other  :  in  my  judgment,  iheir  fame  in  this  respect,  as 
much  exceeds  their  deserving,  as  in  n)ost  other  cases 
it  falls  below  it.  Hospitality,  in  the  true  sense  of  llie 
word,  means  that  liberal  entertainment,  which  spreads 
n  couch  and  table  for  the  stranger,  merely  bee  ausc 
be  is  a  stranger  :   this   was  the   hospitality  of  the  an 
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cients,  and  is  still  that  of  the  Arabs,  Tartars,  and  un- 
corrupted  Indian  tribes  ;  it  was  also  that  of  the  Ame- 
ricans fhemselves  in  a  less  advanced  state  of  society  : 
Mr.  Jefferson  told  me,  that  in  his  fathers  time,  it  was 
no  uncommon  thing  for  gentlemen  to  post  their  ser- 
vants on  the  main  road,  for  the  purpose  of  amirat)ly 
way-laying,  and  bringing  to  Iheir  houses  any  travel- 
lers who  might  r.hance  lo  pass.  Of  such  violence  not 
a  parlicle  is  now  Jo  be  apprehended,  at  least  in  the 
old  Slafes.  While  I  was  in  the  north,  I  was  constant- 
ly told  of  the  hospitality  of  the  south  :  At  Philadel- 
phia, I  fond  it  ice-bound,  at  Bahimore  there  was  in- 
deed a  ihaw,  but  at  Washington  the  frost,  probably 
from  the  congenial  influence  of  politicks,  was  harder 
than  ever  ;  the  thermometer  rose  but  little  at  Rich- 
mond, and,  when  I  arrived  at  Charleston,  I  was  en- 
tertained, not  with  its  own  hospitality,  but  with  an 
eulogium  upon  that  of  Boston. — J  did  not  retrace  my 
steps,  to  put  the  matter  to  proof. — The  experience 
of  an  individual  would  not  be  very  conclusive,  were 
hospitality  a  discriminating  virtue  ;  but  its  essence  is 
prodigality,  and  the  name  of  stranger,  the  only  requi- 
site passport  to  its  favour.  Ot  such  hospitality,  the 
traveller  will  find  nothing,^  except,  indeed,  his  rank 
or  character  should  be  such,  as  to  give  an  eclat  to 
his  entertainers.  The  ordinary  pilgrim  must  be  con- 
tent, if  his  lettets  of  introduction  procure  him,  as  they 
certainly  will,  a  courteous  reception,  and  a  dinner. 
He  will  also  find  a  ready  and  polite  admission  into 
general    society.     And    this    ought    to    satisfy    him. 

*  If  I  have  any  Where  in  my  travels  spoken  of  hospitality,  it 
was  for  wrant  of  a  better  word  to  express  the  politeness  with 
which  a  stranger  is  occasionally  entertained.  Of  true  hospita- 
lity I  met  with  but  two  instances,  one  in  a  young  Farmer,  who 
lived  on  the  Grand  River,  and  who,  though  in  very  middling 
circumstances,  most  liberally  reci-ived  and  entertained  me, 
during  my  visit  to  ihe  Indian  Settlements.  The  other  at  Mrs. 
Nairn's,  where  a  :able  and  hed  are  always  prepared  for  travel- 
lers. I  might,  perhaps,  make  a  third  of  the  rosy  Priest  of  Les 
Eboulemens. 
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As  long  as  there  are  taverns  open  he  has  no  claim, 
and  every  civiliiy  i«  ?  matter  o(  grace.  The  liuinan 
mind,  is,  however,  slow  to  disicard  an  opinion  il  has 
once  cherished.  [lospitalily  is  still  falked  of,  both 
by  Americans  and  strangers,  as  it"  if  were  still  alive. 
The  free  reciprocation  ol  ci\  ilifies  betwixt  citizt^ns  of 
ditferent  states,  when  connected  by  commercial  or 
other  ties,  fosters  the  delusion.  The  New  York 
merchant  is  liberally  entertaineci  at  Charleston,  and 
he  of  Charleston  receives  an  adequate  return  of  civi- 
lities at  New  York.  This  is  not  liospilality,  but  a 
mutual  exchange,  founded  on  mutual  convetiionce. 
Let  not,  however,  a  change  of  customs  be  considered 
a  reproach.  Society  has,  in  all  countries,  moved 
through  the  same  gradations,  and  each  stage  of  its 
progress  has  l)eeii  marked  by  its  appr<)[>riate  virtues, 
crimes,  and  follies.  Hos[)itality  belongs  to  that  pe- 
riod, vt^hich  in  a  certain  point  of  view,  is  to  be  styled 
barbarous  ;  and  would  become  a  super-human  virtue, 
were  it  to  survive  the  moment  when  it  ceases  to  be 
as  pleasing  to  tlie  entertainer  as  necessary  to  his 
guest.  It  probably  still  lingers  on  the  banks  of  the 
Mississippi,  il  will  accompany  the  advanced  guard  of 
settlers  down  the  shores  of  the  3Iissouri  ;  be  driven 
from  thence  to  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Columbia, 
and  finally  drowned  in  the  Pacifick. 

I  sailed  from  Ctiarlesion  on  tlie  2*2d  of  February, 
and  on  the  30th  of  March  welcomed  the  hills  of  my 
country. 
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No.  I. 

OF  SLAVERY  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

J.  HERE  seems  little  in  slavery  and  slave  dealing 
to  captivate  either  the  judgment  or  the  heart,  yet 
they  have  aluays  found  advocates,  not  merely  among 
dealers  and  planters,  bnt  men  who  appear  to  love 
them  for  themselves  :  this  too  without  any  natural 
sympathy  with  cruelty,  for  many  would  shudder  to 
inflict  on  an  individual  of  their  acquaintance,  an  iota 
of  tlie  suffering  they  uphold  as  fit  to  be  the  portion 
and  daily  bread  of  thousands,  but  from  the  influence 
of  authority,  prejudice,  or  from  an  inaptitude  to  in- 
vestigate any  subject  beyond  the  line  of  their  ordi- 
nary occupations. 

As  such  persons  scarcely  affect  to  reason,  or  in- 
quire, it  is  difficult  to  discover  on  what  grounds 
they  rest  their  opinions  :  the  few  who  pretend  to 
speak  from  experience,  have  seldom  more  to  urge 
than  the  experience  of  good  West-India  dinners  ;  and 
how  can  any  thing  be  Jwrong  where  people  dine  so 
well  ?  The  many,  who  have  made  up  their  minds 
by  mere  dint  of  not  thinking  on  the  matter,  take  fast 
hold  upon  some  one  of  the  many  bold  falsehoods,  or 
skilful  sophisms,  with  which  those  interested  in  the 
^raflick  are  ever  ready  to  furnish  such  as  find  it 
32 


250  APPENDIX. 

troublesome,  or  fancy  it  unsafe,  to  use  their  own  un- 
derstandings ; — as  for  instance — 

JSegro  slaves  are  belter  off  than  the  poorer  classes 
in  many   European  countries. — They  are  quite   con- 
tented  wilh  their   situation,  except   when   perverted 
by  their    preiended  friends. — It    is  the    proprietor's 
interest  to  use  them  well,  and    therefore  he   uoes  use 
them    well; — or    the  abolitionists  are  melhodists,  ja- 
cobins,   or    enthusiasts,    and   therefore    unfit    to    be 
trusted  with  reforms  of  any   kind  ;  besides,   slavery 
has  existed  time  out  of  mind,  and  why  is  the  present 
generation  to  pretend  to  more  wisdom  and  humanity 
than  their  forefathers  ?  Their  very  good  nature  leads 
them   \o   disbelieve  most  of  the   cruelties  they  hear 
related  as  connected  with  the  slave-system,  or  should 
the  evidence  of  particular    facts  occasionally    over- 
power  their  prejudice,  they    readily    admit,   that  as 
negroes  are  constitutionally  different  from  white  men, 
they  require  a  different  treatment,  so  that  what  may 
seem  harsh  to  us,  and  would  in  fact  be  harsh  to  peo- 
ple of  our   complexion,   is   no  more   to   them  than   a 
salubrious  regimen.     Such  advocates,   however  con- 
temptibiC  as  logicians,  are  of  great  numerical  impor- 
tance.    They  constitute   the  standing  army  of  cor- 
ruption in  all  shapes  ;  are  always  to  be  found  among 
the  supporters  of  power,  and   may  be   depended  on 
as    the    steady  friends    of   whatever    is    established. 
To  the  efforts  of  the   enlightened  few,   they   oppose 
the  inert  resistance  of  impassive  matter  ;  a  resistance 
which   gains    respect  by  seeming  disinterested,  and 
remains    unassailable,  because,  like    the   tortoise,    it 
presents  no  vital  point  of  attack.     Self-interest  takes 
the  field   with   better  armour,  and   more    enterprise, 
but  the    combat    would    be   short-lived,   did  he  not, 
after  each  discomfiture,  find  refuge  within   the  shell 
of  his  simple   ally.     Fortunately,  this   class   of  good 
sort  of  credulous  gentlemen,  is  less  numerous  in   the 
States  than  elsewhere  :  few   can  be   uninformed,   or 
are  unaccustomed  practically  to  examine  every  ques- 
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lion  connected  with  the  piiblick  weal  ;  and  this  dis- 
position had  been  hi^hi^  lavourable  lo  the  can^e  of 
emancipation. 

Sla\ery  has  been  t'ornially  excluded  from  tlie  con- 
stilntiun  of  eacii  state  acimitied  iiilo  tlie  Union  since 
Kentucky.  Even  in  Virgiina,  it  see/ns  to  have  few 
6upj)orters  out  of  the  immediate  classes  of  dealers 
anil  planters.  During  my  journey  through  tlie  up- 
per, i.nd  mountanious  [)arls  ot  the  counlry,  1  had 
freijuent  occasion  to  hear  farmers,  and  men  of  all 
description^,  express  their  dislike  to  it,  not  indeed, 
as  a  violation  of  humanity,  but  as  a  political  evil, 
which  substituted  bad  labour  for  good,  an  unsound 
population  for  an  healthy  one.  In  fact,  the  only 
deSi:ription  oi  cuMivators  really  interested  in  its  pre- 
servation, are  the  [danters  of  the  coast-line,  whose 
inlectious  rice-grounds  can  be  cultivated  by  negroes 
only  :  here  theretore  tiie  resistance  to  its  abolition 
will  be  lasting  and  steady  ;  but  even  here  nature  in- 
terposes to  diminish  the  evil.  Experience  begins 
to  teach,  that  health  and  labour  are  preferable  to 
indolence  and  disease.  The  low  marshy  coast  lands 
are  daily  abamloned,  while  the  mountain  country  is 
peopling  with  its  emigrants.  So  much  is  this  the 
case,  that  1  was  told  by  many,  that  the  wolves  and 
bears  which  formerly  inhabited  the  latter,  have  si/t- 
ceeded  to  the  wildernesses  of  the  foruier,  in  which 
they  are  now  almost  exclusively  to  be  tound.  An- 
other favourable  circumstance  is,  that  rice-lands 
make  no  adequate  return  if  beyond  the  reach  of  the 
tidewater;  but  the  rivers  of  the  Caroliuas  and  Geor- 
gia, descending  througii  a  sandy  flat,  arrive  at  the 
sea  with  so  little  force  of  current,  that  tliey  are 
unable  id  remove  the  sand-banks  and  other  obstruc- 
tions constantly  forming  at  their  mouths  :  the  har- 
bours are  therefore  becoming  more  and  more  un- 
safe :  the  bar  of  Charleston  is  with  ditliculty  passa- 
ble by  a  vessel  of  iJOO  tons,  except  under  very  fa- 
vourable circumstances  of  wind  and  tide.     From  the 
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same  causes,  the  ascent  of  the  tide  inland  is  con- 
tinually diminishing,  and  the  quantity  of  land  favoura- 
ble to  the  culture  of  rice,  necessarily  decreases  in 
the    same  proportion. 

Thus,  while  the  Eastern  and  Central  States  ag- 
gregately, and  the  most  enlightened  individuals  of 
all  states,  continue  to  wage  the  combat  of  humani- 
ty, the  dominion  of  slavery  is  narrowed  on  every 
side,  and  the  hope  may  be  indulged,  that  its  total 
extinction  is  neither  improbable,  nor  even  very  far 
distant. 

It  remains  to  satisfy  a  melancholy  curiosity  res- 
pecting the  actual  condition  of  slaves  in  the  United 
States  both  in  law  and  fact.  Information  on  the  lat- 
ter point  is  little  attainable  by  a  cursory  traveller. 
The  planter  will  not  pres^ent  himself  to  his  examina- 
tion, with  his  memorandum  book  of  the  stripes  and 
tortures  he  has  inflicted,  and  of  the  groans  which 
have  followed  :  the  information  he  affords,  should  he 
aflford  any,  must  come  through  a  doubly  distorted 
medium;  as  a  planter  he  is  interested  in  concealing 
whatever  militates  against  the  slave  system  :  as  an 
American  he  is  interested  in  vindicating  the  national 
character  to  a  foreigner.  The  testimony  of  the  slave 
would  gain  no  credit  from  the  enemies  to  his  eman- 
cipation ;  nor  will  travelling  through  the  country 
suffice  to  shew  the  workings  of  a  system,  the  most 
odious  part  of  which  is  necessarily  withdrawn  from 
the  publick  eye.  I  can  theretore  delineate  such 
broad  outlines  only  as  are  incapable  of  concealment ; 
leaving,  not  to  the  imagination,  "but  to  inductive  rea- 
son, the  filling  up  of  the  pic  ture. 

The  law  by  which  slaves  and  free-men  of  colour 
are  governed  in  the  Carolinas  (and  I  believe  the  same, 
or  a  similar  code  prevails  in  all  the  Slave  States) 
is  a  Provincial  Act  past  in  1740,  and  made  perpe- 
tual in  1783.  It  commences  by  a  heart  chilling 
enunciation  ; 
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"Whereas  in  his  ^Majesty's  Plantations,  ^if. 
Slavt;r}  ha-^  been  alloueii,  be  it  enacled,  IMiat  all 
ne.;roe!^,  niulalloe:*,  S.c.  who  are,  or  sliall  hereafter 
be,  in  this  province,  and  all  their  is^ne  and  otf- 
jjpring,  born,  and  to  be  born,  eliali  l>e,  and  are  here- 
by declared  to  be,  and  remain  tor  ever  bereatler 
absolute  Sl.ives."  A  clause  t'ollows  from  whi<  h  the 
most  iniquitous  oppressions  are  at  this  da\  ileduc- 
ed  ;  ''  It  shall  always  be  pre^urned  that  everj  nt  2;ro 
is  a  slave  unless  tlie  contiary  can  be  made  ap- 
pear." 

The  9th  clause  gives  two  justices  of  the  peace, 
and  three,  of  (ive  (Veetjolders,  the  power  of  trying 
slaves  tor  capital  oliences,  and  of  carrying  their  sen- 
tence into  eit'e«  t  ;  thai  is  n\  inllicting  such  manner 
of  death  "as  thev  shall  ju<'.ie  will  be  uiost  ellectual 
to   deter  others  from   oti'emii:ii;   in   like  manner." 

The  lii'.li  clause  ailmits  the  evidence  of  all  free 
negroes,  and  of  any  slave  against  a  slave  ''  without 
oath." 

Clause  Mth.  "  And  whereas  slaves  may  be  har- 
boyred,  ike.  by  free  negroes,  and  su«  h  free  negroes 
may  escape  punishment  lor  want  of  sutticieiil  and 
legal  evidence  against  them,  be  it  enacted,  That  the 
evidence  of  any  free  Indian,  nei£ro,  &c.  or  slave, 
without  oath,  shall  in  like  manner  be  allowed  and 
admitted  against  such  free  negroes,  &c. 

The  .'3-lih  clause  prohibits  any  master  from  suffer- 
ing a  slave  to  traffick  on  his  own  account,  thus  cut- 
ting otrthe  most  unobjectionable  moile  by  which  the 
slave  of  a  benevolent  master  mi^ht  ascend,  Ihiongh 
an  equality  of  condition,  to  an  ecpiality  of  rights  with 
the  white  man. 

The  ^7th  clause  presents  an  exquisite  specimen 
of  that  legislative  cant  and  cruelty  wilii  which  the 
governments  of  all  nations,  from  time  to  time,  eiiily 
their  country  and  mankind  ;  "And  whereas  cruelly 
is  not  only  highly  unbecoming  those  wlio  pioless 
themselves  Christians,  but   is   odious  in   the  eyes  of 
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all  men  who  have  any  sense  of  vutue  or  humanity, 
therefore,  to  restrain  and  prevent  barbarity  from 
being  exercised  towards  slaves,  be  it  enacted,  That 
any  person  wilfully  murdering  a  slave  shall  forfeit 
700/.  currency,  {i.  e.  100/.  sterling:)  and  if  any  per- 
son shalt  on  a  sudden  heat  and  passion,  or  by  undue 
correction,  kill  his  own  slave,  or  slave  of  another 
person,  he  shall  forfeit  350/.  currency,  (i.  e.  50/. 
sterling.") 

The  38th  enacts  a  penalty  of  14/.  for  cutting  out 
the  tongue,  dismembering  and  other  tortures,  inflict- 
ed by  any  other  instrument  than  a  horsewhip,  cow- 
skin,  or  small  stick. 

The  39fh  is  a  legislative  premium  upon  perjury  ; 
it  enacts.  That  when  a  slave  is  maimed  or  cruelly 
used,  his  owner  shall  be  presumed  guilty  ;  "  unless 
he  clear  himself  by  evidence,  or  make  oath  to  the 
contrary." 

By  clause  43d  any  white  man  meeting  above 
seven  slaves  on  a  high  road  together  "  shall  and  may 
whip  each  of  them,  not  exceeding  twenty  lashes  on 
the  bare  back." 

The  45th  inflicts  a  penalty  of  100/.  currency  for 
teaching  a  slave  to  write. 

Such  is  the  code  by  which  Christians  govern 
Christians  ;  nor  is  it,  in  any  point,  a  dead  letter. 
The  fears  of  the  proprietors  are  tremblingly  alive, 
and  racked  with  the  dread  of  an  insurrection,  in 
which  they  must  expect  the  measure  they  have 
meted.  A  military  police  is  constantly  kept  up  in 
Charleston,  and  every  man  of  colour,  whether  slave 
or  free,  found  in  the  streets  after  dark,  without  a 
pass,  is  taken  up,  and  punished.  In  fact,  the  con- 
dition of  the  free  man  of  colour  is  scarcely  pre- 
ferable to  that  of  a  slave  :  subjected  to  the  same 
mode  of  trial,  exposed  to  the  same  jealous  surveil- 
lance, carefully  excluded  from  all  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  citizenship,  and  surrounded  by  every 
kind  of  snares,   both  legal  and  illegal,  his  freedom 
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seems  but  a  mockery  superadded  to  oppression. 
The  statute  declares  that  every  man  of  colour  shall 
be  presumed  a  slave  :  every  nev^spaper  is  a  coui- 
mentary  on  the  injustice  ami  barbarity  of  this  enact- 
ment ;  every  day  men  of  colour  are  advertised  as 
taken  up  on  suspicion  of  being  slaves  :  they  are 
committed  to  jail,  and  if  no  ouner  appears,  are 
sold  (o  pay  exprn^ses.  But  the  direct  operation  of 
the  law  is  not  all  tiie  free  man  of  colour  has  to 
dread. 

Tlie  humane  exertions  of  some  gentlemen  of  the 
Charleston  bar  h:i\e  lately  brought  to  light  a  singu- 
lar system  for  kidnapping  free  negroes,  and  selling 
them  as  slaves  into  Kentucky,  or  any  State  at  a 
distance  from  their  connexions.  The  agents  were 
a  justice  of  the  peace,  a  constable,  arid  a  slave 
dealer. 

The  process  was  as  simple  as  unblushing  villainy 
could  devise.  A  victim  having  been  selected,  one 
of  the  firm  applied  to  the  justice  upon  a  sham  charge 
of  assault,  or  similar  offence,  for  a  writ,  which  was 
immediately  issued  and  served  by  the  constable, 
and  the  negro  conve}  ed  to  prison.  Here,  without 
friends  or  money,  he  is  to  await  his  trial  for  some 
unknown  crime,  charged  against 'him  by  some  un- 
known accuser :  no  wonder  if  in  this  desolate  con- 
dition bis  spirits  sink,  and  his  fears  anticipate  the 
worst  :  the  constable  now  appears,  exaggerates  the 
dangers  of  bis  situation  ;  explains  how  small  is 
his  chance  of  being  liberated,  even  if  innocent,  by 
reason  of  the  amount  of  the  jail  fees  and  other  legal 
expenses  ;  but  lie  knows  a  worlhy  man  who  is  in- 
terested in  his  behalf,  and  will  do  what  is  necessary 
to  procure  his  freedom,  upon  no  harder  condition 
than  an  engagement  to  serve  liim  for  a  certain  number 
of  years.  It  may  be  supposed,  the  negro  is  persuad- 
ed ;  "  influenced  perhaps,  (as  the  counsel  for  the 
defendants  observed,  on  the  trial,)  by  the  charms  of 
a  country  life.**     The  worthy  slave  dealer  now    ap- 
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pears  on  the  stage.  The  indenture  of  bondage  is 
ratified  in  presence  of  the  worthy  magistrate  and 
constable,  who  share  the  price  of  blood,  and  the 
victim  is  hurried  on  ship-board  fo  be    seen   no  more. 

This  traffick  had  been  long  carried  on,  when  hu- 
manity discovered  and  exposed  it  in  a  court  of  jus- 
tice ;  bit  since,  by  the  present  law,  there  is  no  scjch 
oififnce  as  man-stealing,  it  could  be  punished  as  false 
imprison:nent  only.  Should  not  however  the  shame 
of  discovery  produce  a  stronger  impression  on  the 
parties  engaged  in  this  iniquitous  traffick,  than  can 
be  expected  from  their  depraved  habits,  it  is  more 
than  probable,  it  will  continue  fo  be  carried  on  with 
keener,  and  perhaps  more  atrocious  dexterity  than 
before. 

He  must  be  a  very  sanguine  enthusiast  in  favour 
of  human  nature, =^  who  believes  that  the  negro,  thus 
protected  by  the  laws,  will  be  very  tenderly  cherish- 
ed bv  his  master.  The  uncontrolled  will  of  the 
most  virtuous  individual  would  be  a  fearful  thing  to 
live  under,  but  the  brutal  passions  of  the  sordid,  the 
cruel,  and  the  ignorant,  scourges  which  might  well 
"  appal  the  guilty  and  confound  the  free,"  are  the 
rule  by  which  at  least  nine-tenths  of  the  slave  popu- 
lation are  governed.  If  so  governed,  they  are  mildly 
and  justly  governed,  we  must  admit  the  constant 
operation  in  their  favour  of  a  miracle  strong  enough 
to  invert  the  whole  moral  order  of  nature.  To 
render  tigers  granivorous  would  be  comparatively 
easy. 

It  is  not  impossible,  but  that  the  house  servants 
and  personal  domesticks  of  humane  and  enlightened 
masters,  may  be  in  a  condition  not  in  every  respect 
much  worse  than  that  of  persons  filling  the  same 
station    in   European  countries  ;    but  it  is  not  from 

*  The  Abolitionists  are  charged  with  an  affectation  of  phi- 
lanthropy, because  they  think  black  men  have  the  s£fme  feel- 
in;;s  with  white;  but  it  is  the  very  sobriety  of  reason,  to  as- 
cribe to  planters  the  virtues  of  angels. 
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the  good  fortune  of  (his  ininule  portion,  we  can  de- 
duce a  fair  estitnate  of  the  con«lition  of  the  many. 
It  is  in  the  |}Ian(atiui),  and  principal!)-)  perhaps, 
amon<5  the  peKy  proprietors,  the  work  of  torture 
goes  on.  An  occasional  instance  of  atrocity  some- 
times meets  the  publick  eye,  and  sheds  a  lurid  light 
upon  a  region  '*  where  Hope  never  comes." 

1  shall  advert  to  a  few  such  particulars,  in  the 
mode  of  treating  slaves,  as  being  matters  of  publick 
notoriety,  admit  of  no  dispute,  and  therefore,  afford 
true  bases,  upon  which  to  tliscuss  the  question  of 
their  physical  enjoyments.  —  First  then  tor  their  lodg- 
ing. If  there  be  any  sensation  to  which  the  negro 
is  by  constitution  peculiarly  alive,  it  is  that  of  cold. 
I  have  mentioned  the  degree  of  cold  in  the  Caroli- 
nas  during  my  journey  through  them  ;  this  it  must 
be  owned,  was  greater  than  is  usual,  so  far  south  as 
the  Roanoke,  but  a  much  less  degree  is  sufficient  to 
chill  frames  unbraced  by  a  climate  hot  and  moist 
in  summer  to  an  excess.  In  3Iaryland  and  Virginia 
several  months  of  the  winter  are  as  severe  as  in  En- 
gland.* 

The  hut  which  is  to  shelter  the  negro  during  this, 
to  him,  inclement  season,  is  built  of  logs  or  unsquared 
trunks  of  pine  trees,  so  carelessly  put  together,  that 
as  I  travelled  through  the  country  by  night,  the 
fire-light  shone  through  every  part  of  them,  as 
through   wire   lanterns :  true  it    is,    they   may   have 

•."Cette  cote  (L'A.tlanliqiie")  §prouve  des  attaqiies  de  gelees  assez 
vivos  dins  les  qiiannte  joiin  qui  suivent  le  solstice  d'liiver  A  Norfolk, 
le  14  *"'^vrier,  I7fl8,  11  tomh;i  dans  uiie  nuit  quatre  pieds  de  ueige ;  eta 
Charleston  meme  [tric  Ips  32*^  de  latitude,  le  mercure  tombe  jusqiia'  a 
quatre  dp;r''^s  soiis  zero  (selon  Liancourt.)  et  la  terr"  tielc  ferine  jusqua'  a 
deux  poucos  d'epaisseur  dan?  urn-  seiile  iiuit.  F;ir  iuverse  s«ir  toiite  la 
coiS.  dfpuis  le  Patomac,  les  clialeurs.  des  uo  mni?  avant  le  solstire  d'^le, 
ton's  91  forte?,  que  pendant  quatre  moi^  le  nierrure  s'^lSve  coininiinement 
apr^s  midi.  entrp '22  et  24'^."  Voiney,  t.  i.  p  Ml.  Observing  after- 
wards'  on  the  effect  produced  bv  tlirsr  clitii^jes  of  temperature,  he  adds, 
**  CV^t  encore  pnr  I'effct  de  cetto  Imbiludp  df's  oreanes,  qji'  k  Charlestoa 
ou  se  plaint  du  froid  quaod  le  thennoinelrp  es"!  i  10**  ou  1'2"  sur  glace, 
et  que  I'on  y  brule.  sflon  la  r«*tnarqup  de  Liancourt,  autant  de  l)oifi  qu*i 
Phiiadelpliie  ou  le  mcrcure  tombe  Ib^  plus  bas."  Id.  p.  152. 
'Mi 
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wood  for  the  fetching,  but  it  is  no  trifling  addition  to 
their  daily  toil,  that  thej  must  cut  and  bring  it  in, 
and  have  their  night's  rest  perpetually  broken,  by  the 
obligation  of  keeping  up  their  fires. 

To  talk  of  furniture  and  conveniences  in  such 
cabins  is  superfluous  ;  a  few  gourds  and  woodea 
utensils  comprise  their  whole  stock  :  as  for  bedding, 
a  negro  is  su"pposed  to  require  none. 

While  I  was  sitting  in  the  publick  room  of  the 
tavern  at  Charlotteville,  the  master  of  some  negroes 
was  making  arrangements  relative  to  their  hire  by 
another  man  for  the  season,*  when  one  of  them  request- 
ed, in  the  name  of  the  rest,  that  (hey  might  be  allow- 
ed the  usual  blanket  a-piece,  which  they  had  not 
received  in  their  former  service.  This  trifling  inci- 
dent informed  me  to  what  kind  of  accommodation 
an  equitable  master  considers  his  slave  entitled  ; — 
a  wretched  cabin  and  a  single  blanket.  For  their 
clothing,  with  the  exceptions  I  have  already  mention- 
ed, I  observed  it  almost  invariably  to  be  ragged  and 
miserable  in  the  extreme. 

The  description  of  their  food  is  well  known  ;  Rice 
and  Indian  meal,  with  a  little  dried  fish  ;  it  is,  in 
fact,  the  result  of  a  calculation  of  the  cheapest  nutri- 
ment on  which  human  life  can  be  supported.  I  have 
heard,  indeed,  of  the  man^V  luxuries  the  negro  might 
enjoy  were  he  not  too  indolent  ;  of  the  poultry  and 
vegetables  he  might  raise  round  his  hut ;  but  his  un- 
conquerable idleness  masters  all  other  feelings.  I 
have  seldom  heard  an  argument  against  the  negroes 
that  was  not  double-edged.  If  they  are,  indeed,  so 
indolent  by  nature,  that  even  a  regard  for  their  own 
comforts  proves  insufficient  to  rouse  them  to  exertion, 
with  what  colour  can  it  be  asserted  that  they  feel  it 
no  misfortune   to  be   compelled   to   daily  labour  for 

*  When  an  owner  has  no  work  for  his  slaves  he  commonly 
lets  them  out  for  the  year,  or  season,  to  any  oHe  iu  want  of 
hands. 
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another  ?  Is  the  sound  of  the  whip  so  very  exhihuat- 
ing  thai  it  tlispels  at  oiu'e  indolence  arul  sutitiii.j^  ? 
But  I  admit  the  fact  of  their  indolence.  The  human 
mind  fits  itself  to  its  situation,  and  to  the  demands 
which  are  made  upon  its  eneri^ies.  Cut  off  hope  for 
the  future,  and  freeilom  for  the  present,  supj^radd  a 
due  pressure  of  hodily  suirering,  and  personal  deura- 
dalion,  and  you  have  a  slave,  who,  of  whatever  zone, 
nation,  or  complexion,  will  he,  what  the  poor  Afiican 
is,  torpid,  debased,  and  lowertMl  bencaih  the  standard 
of  humanity. 

To  incpiire  if,  so  circumstanced,  he  is  happy, 
woidd  be  a  question  idly  ridiculous,  except  tha|  tlie 
affirmative  is  not  only  gravely  maintained,  but  con- 
stitutes an  essential  moral  prop  of  the  whole  slave 
system.  Neither  they  who  affirm,  nor  they  who 
deny,  pretend  to  any  talisman  by  which  the  feelings 
of  the  heart  may  be  set  in  open  day  ;  but  if  general 
reasoning  be  resorted  to,  since  pain  and  pleasure  are 
found  to  be  the  necessary  result  of  the  operation  of 
certain  accidents  on  the  human  constitution,  the 
aggregate  of  our  sensations  (that  is,  our  hapj)iness  or 
misery)  must  be  allowed  to  depend  on  the  nuiuber 
and  combination  of  these  accidents.  '*  If  you  prick 
us,  do  we  not  bleed?  If  you  tickle  us,  do  we  not 
laugh  ?    If  you  poison  us,  do  we  not  die?'* 

Should  there  be  any  unknown  principle  in  tlie 
negro's  <onstitution,  which  enables  him  to  convert 
natural  eliects  into  their  contraries,  and  so  despise 
contingencies,  whether  of  good  or  evil,  he  may  pride 
himself  on  having  over-past  the  glory  both  of  saints 
and  stoicks  ;  but  the  fact  would  no  more  justify  his 
oppressors,  than  did  the  stubborn  endurance  of 
Kpictetus,  the  barbarity  of  his  master,  who  broke  his 
leg.  It  would  be  too  much,  first  to  inflict  a  cruelty, 
and  then  to  take  credit  for  the  patience  with  which 
it  is  supported  ;  but  the  fact  itself  is,  in  this  case, 
more  than  doubtful.  That  to  a  certain  point  ihe  feel- 
ings of  the  slave  grow  callous  under  bondage,  may 
be  conceded  :    this  is  the  mercy  of  Nature  :   but  that 
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they  are  wholly  extinguished  by  suffering,  is  con- 
tradicfeJ  by  facts  of  too  palpabie  evidence  ;  one  of 
which  is,  that  it  is  no  uncommon  thing  for  negroes  to 
commit  suicide.  This  1  heard  frofu  a  gentleman  of 
Charleston;  and  I  have  since  met  with  the  still  more 
unexceptionable  testimony  of  a  friend  to  the  Slave 
Trade. 

Dr.  Williamson,  in  his  "  Medical  and  Miscellane- 
ous Observations,  relative  to  the  West  India  Islands," 
observes,  "  Negroes  anticipate  that  they  will,  upon 
death  removing  them  from  that  country,  be  restored 
to  their  native  land,  and  enjoy  their  friends'  society  in 
a  future  state.  The  ill-disposed  to  their  masters,  will 
sometimes  be  guilty  of  suicide;  or  by  a  resolute 
deteraiination  resort  to  dirt-eating;  and  thence  pro- 
duce disease,  and  at  length  death."  i.  93.  This  is 
the  kind  of  man  who,  should  he  ever  hear  of  the 
death  of  Cato,  would  call  it  the  result  of  "an  ill  dis- 
position towards  his  master,  Caesar." 

I  remember  to  have  once  heard  a  person  assert, 
from  his  own  experience,  that  a  cargo  of  Africans 
expressed  great  pleasure  on  finding  themselves  made 
slaves,  on  their  arrival  in  America.  A  further  expla- 
nation, however,  removed  the  seeming  improbability 
of  this  anecdote.  They  imagined  they  had  been 
purchased  for  the  purpose  of  being  eaten,  and  there- 
fore rejoiced  in  theit  ignorance,  when  they  discovered, 
they  were  only  to  be  held  in  bondage. 

The  natural  inferiority  of  the  negro  race  has  been 
frequently  urged,  as  an  excuse  for  enslaving  them  ; 
as  if,  admitting  the  fact,  superiority  of  intellect  con- 
ferred a  right  of  oppression.  It  is  to  be  regretted, 
that  Mr.  Jefferson  has,  to  a  certain  extent,  lent  the 
sanction  of  his  name  to  this  opinion,  not  indeed  to 
justify  practices  which  no  man  more  sincerely  ab- 
hors;^ but  as  the  result  of  deliberate  inquiry.     The 

*  "I  tremble  for  my  country,"  says  he,  *'when  I  reflect 
that  God  is  just;  that  his  justice  cannot  sleep  for  ever." 
Notes  on  Virginia,  p.  241.     * 
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author  ot  "Letters  from  Virg;inia,'*  tliscusses  his 
ir^iiments  on  (his  subject,  am!  1  think  proves  them 
o  he  ill-groiiiuleil.  If  I  inn  ?iot  mislakefi  in  his  cha- 
acter,  the  philo^op}ler  of  Monticello  will  be  himself 
amon;5  (he  tirst  to  rejoice  in  his  own  d«  leal. 

I  forbear  entering  upon  a  question  aheaily  decided 
by  the  irrefinirable  evidence  of  facts. 

A  black  empire  has  arisen  amid  European  set  de- 
ments. Do  (lie  publick  proceedings,  and  details  of  its 
government  bcsjieak  anv  iiilei  iorii  v  (o  lliose  of  u  liite 
men?  The  state  paprrs  nt  Hayti  Dve  to  be  distin- 
guished from  (hose  of  Euiopeun  pot«  nt  fes,  only  by 
superiour  energy,  and  more  exalted  ^  nliuients;  and 
while  (he  manners  and  politics  of  Petion  emulate 
those  of  his  republican  neighl>ours,  (he  cour(  of  Chris- 
tophe  has  at  least  as  much  gilding  and  loolcry,  as  ma- 
ny lords  and  ladies  of  the  bedchamber,  lords  in  wait- 
ing, stars  and  ribbons,  gilded  coache>,  and  laced  but- 
ton-holes, as  those  of  his  brother  potentates,  all  over 
the  world. 

I  shall  concluile,  by  an  account  of  (he  trial  and 
execu(ion  of  a  negro,  which  took  place  during  my 
stay  at   Charleston. 

A  man  died  on  board  a  merchant  ship,  apparently 
in  consequence  of  poison  mixed  with  (he  dinner  serv- 
ed up  to  the  ship's  company.  The  cabin-boy  and 
cook  were  suspected,  because  they  were,  from 
their  occupations,  the  only  persons  on  board  who  did 
not  partake  of  the  mess,  the  effects  of  which  began 
to  appear  as  soon  as  it  was  tasted.  As  the  offence 
uas  committed  on  the  high  seas,  the  cook,  though  a 
nes^ro,  became  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  a  jury,  and, 
wi(h  (he  cabin-ln»v,  was  put  on  hi^  trial.  Tlie  boy, 
a  fine  looking  lad,  and  wholly  unabashed  by  his  situa- 
tion, was  readily  acqui((ed.  The  negro's  (urn  was 
next.  He  was'a  man  of  low  s(a»ure,  ill-shapen,  and 
wi(h  a  coun(enance  singularly  disgusting.  The  proofs 
against  him  were,  first,  thai  he  was  cook  ;  so  wJio  else 
could  have  poisoned  the  mess  T    It  was  indeed  over- 
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looked,  that  two  of  the  crew  had  absconded  smce  the 
ship  came  into  port.  Secondly,  he  had  been  heard 
to  utter  expressions  of  ill-humour  before  he  went  on 
board  :  that  part  of  the  evidence  was  indeed  sup- 
prest,  which  went  to  explain  these  expressions.  The 
real  proof  however  was  written  in  his  skin,  and  in  the 
uncouth  lines  of  his  countenance.  He  was  found 
guilty. 

Mr.  Crafts,  junior,  a  gentleman  of  the  Charleston 
bar,  who  from  motives  of  humanity  had  undertaken 
his  defence,  did  not  think  a  man  ought  to  die  for  his 
colour,  albeit  it  was  the  custom  of  the  country  ;  and 
moved  in  consequence  for  a  new  trial,  on  the  ground 
of  partial  and  insufficient  evidence  ;  but  the  judge, 
who  had  urged  his  condemnation  with  a  vindictive 
earnestness,  intrenched  himself  in  forms,  and  found 
(he  law  gave  him  no  power  in  favour  of  mercy.  He 
then  forwarded  a  representation  of  the  case  to  the 
President,  through  one  of  the  senators  of  the  State  ; 
but  the  senator  ridiculed  the  idea  of  interesting  him- 
self for  the  life  of  a  negro,  who  was  therefore  left  to 
his  cell  and  the  hangman.  In  this  situation  he  did 
not  however  forsake  himself;  and  it  was  now,  when 
prejudice  and  persecution  had  spent  their  last  arrow 
on  him,  that  he  seemed  to  put  on  his  proper  nature, 
to  vindicate  not  only  his  innocence,  but  the  moral 
equality  of  his  race,  and  those  mental  energies  which 
thewhite  man's  pride  would  deny  to  the  shape  of  his 
head  and  the  woolliness  of  his  hair.  Maintaining  the 
most  undeviating  tranquillity,  he  conversed  with  ease 
and  cheerfulness,  whenever  his  benevolent  counsel, 
who  continued  his  kind  attentions  to  the  last,  visited 
his  cell.  1  was  present  on  one  of  these  occasions,  and 
observed  his  tone  and  manner,  neither  sullen  nor 
desperate,  but  quiet  and  resigned,  suggesting  what- 
ever occurred  to  him  on  the  circumstilftices  of  his  own 
case,  with  as  much  calmness  as  if  he  had  been  uninte- 
rested in  the  event;  yet  as  if  he  deemed  it  a  duty  to 
omit  none  of  the  means   placed  within  his  reach  for 
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vimilcatini;  his  innocence,  lie  had  constantly  allen- 
ileJ  ihe  exhortations  of  a  Mellioilist  preacher,*  who 
(ov  conscience-sake,  visile'il  '*  (hose  who  were  in  pris- 
on;'* anil  liavini;  IhuM  slrcnglhened  his  spirit  with 
religion,  on  tlie  rnorninix  of  his  execution,  breakfasted 
as  iisu  d,  hearlilv  ;  but  before  lie  was  led  out,  lie  re- 
(juested  permission  to  addiess  a  few  words  of  advice 
to  tiie  companions  of  his  captivity.  "  I  have  observ- 
ed much  in  them,  he  added,  which  reipiires  to  be 
amended,  and  the  advice  of  a  man  in  my  situation  may 
be  respected."  A  circle  was  accorilingly  formed  in 
his  cell,  in  the  midst  of  which  he  scateil  himself,  and 
addressed  thern  at  some  length,  with  a  sober  and  col- 
lected earnestness  of  manner,  on  the  profligacy  which 
he  had  noted  in  their  behaviour,  while  they  had  been 
fellow  prisoners  ;  recommending  to  them  the  rules  of 
conduct  prescribed  by  that  religion,  in  which  he  now 
found  his  support  and  consolation. 

Certainly,  if  we  regard  the  quality  and  condition 
of  the  actors  only,  there  is  an  infinite  distance  be- 
twixt this  scene  and  the  parting  of  Socrates  with  his 
disciples ;  should  we  however  put  away  from  our 
thoughts,  such  ditTerences  as  are  merely  acciilental, 
and  seize  that  point  of  coincidence  which  is  most  inte- 
resting aufl  important  ;  nan^ely,  the  triumph  of  mental 
energy  over  the  most  clinging  weaknesses  of  our 
nature;  the  ne^ro  will  not  appear  wholly  unworthy  of 
a  comparison  with  the  sage  of  Athens.  The  latter 
occupied  an  exalted  station  in  the  publick  eye  ; 
though  persecuted  even  unto  death  and  ignominy,  by 
a  band  of  triumphant  despots,  he  was  surrounded  in 
his  last  moments  by  his  failhful  friends  and  disciples, 
to  whose  talents  and   atiection   lie  might   safely    trust 

♦  The  chnrrh  builders  of  Ct!arle«;lon  are  too  happy  in  a  mo- 
■opoly  of  salvation  'o  aflonl  a  »«alari«  d  cU  rsiynian  to  llic  jail,  anU 
the  salaried  clergymen  olilie  eity  eaiuiol  af!brd  to  ronlaMiiiiate 
their  piety,  by  entering,  unpaid,  the  abode  of  crime  aud  mis- 
fortune. 
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the  vindication  of  his  fame,  and  the  unsullied  white- 
ness of  his  memory  :  he  knew  that  his  hour  of  glory 
must  come,  and  that  it  wolild  not  pass  away.  The 
negro  had  none  of  these  aids  ;  he  was  a  man  friend- 
less and  despised  ;  the  sympathies  of  society  were 
locked  up  against  him  ;  he  was  to  atone  for  an  odious 
crime,  by  an  ignominious  death ;  the  consciousness 
of  his  innocence  was  confined  to  his  own  bosom,  there 
probably  to  sleep  for  ever  :  to  the  rest  of  mankind  he 
was  a  wretched  criminal ;  an  object  perhaps  of  con- 
tempt and  detestation,  even  to  the  guilty  companions 
of  his  prison-house  ;  he  had  no  philosophy  with  which 
to  reason  down  those  natural  misgivings,  which  may 
be  supposed  to  precede  the  violent  dissolution  of  life 
and  body  :  he  could  make  no  appeal  to  posterity  to 
reverse  an  unjust  judgment. — To  have  borne  all  this 
patiently,  would  have  been  much  :  he  bore  it  hero- 
ically. 

Having  ended  his  discourse,  he  was  conducted  to  the 
scaffold,  where  having  calmly  surveyed  the  crowds 
collected  to  witness  his  fate,  he  requested  leave-  to 
address  them.  Having  obtained  permission,  he  stept 
firmly  to  the  edge  of  the  scaffold,  and  having  com- 
manded silence  by  his  gestures,  "  you  are  come," 
said  he,  "  to  be  spectators  of  my  sufferings ;  you  are 
mistaken,  there  is  not  a  person  in  this  crowd  but  suf- 
fers more  than  I  do.  I  am  cheerful  and  contented, 
for  I  am  innocent.*'  He  then  observed,  that  he  truly 
forgave  all  those  who  had  taken  any  part  in  his  con- 
demnation, and  believed  that  they  had  acted  consci- 
entiously from  the  evidence  before  them  ;  and  dis- 
claimed all  idea  of  imputing  guilt  to  any  one.  He 
then  turned  to  his  counsel,  who  with  feelings,  which 
honoured  humanity,  had  attended  him  to  the  scaffold  ; 
"to  you.  Sir,"  said  he,  "  I  am  indeed  tnost  grateful, 
had  you  been  my  son,  yon  coiiM  not  have  acted  by 
me  more  kindly  ;"  and  observing  bis  tears,  he  confij)U- 
ed;  "this,  Sir,  distresses  tue  beyond  anv  thing  f  have 
felt  yet.     I  entreat  you  will  feel  no  distress  on  ray 
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account,  I  am  happy  ;"  then  praying  Heaven  to  re- 
ward bis  benevolence,  be  took  leave  of  him,  and  sig* 
nified  bis  readiness  to  dje  ;  but  requested  be  might 
be  excused  from  having  his  eyes  and  hands  bandag- 
ed ;  wishing,  with  an  excusable  pride,  to  give  this 
final  proof  of  bis  unshaken  firmness  ;  he,  however, 
submitted  on  this  point,  to  the  representations  of  the 
sheriff,  and  died  without  the  quivering  of  a  muscle. 
The  spectators,  who  had  been  diawn  together,  part- 
ly by  idle  curiosity,  and  partly  by  a  detestation  of  his 
supposed  crime,  retired  with  tears  for  his  fate,  and 
execrations  on  his  murderers. 


No.  II. 
OF  THE  AMERICAN  CHARACTER. 

I  ventured  at  an  early  period  of  my  travels  to  delineate 
SMue  features  of  the  American  character.  "Whatever  I 
have  seen  since  has  tended  to  confirm  the  impression  then 
made,  and  this  agreement  of  early  imi)re33ions  with  sub- 
sequent experience  may  be  admitted  to  prove,  that  the 
national  character  is  strongly  pronounced  and  therefore 
readily  appreciated. 

Notwithstanding  the  important  differences  of  climate, 
habits  of  life  and  religion,  there  exists  throughout  the 
Union  a  feature  of  similitude  countervailing  all  these. 
This  feature  is  government.  Political  institutions  have 
in  other  countries  a  feeble  and  seconilary  iiilluence  :  the 
duties  of  a  subject  are,  for  the  most  part,  passive ;  those 
of  the  American  citizen  are  active,  and  perpetually  act- 
ing ;  and  as  they  operate  equally  on  every  member  of 
societ}',  their  general  control  over  the  whole  community 
must,  in  most  instances,  exceed  that  of  any  partial  habit 
or  opinion. 

The  common  qualities  wliich  may  be  said  to  he  gene* 
rated  by  this  influence,  are  intelligence,  or  a  quick  per- 
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ception  of  utility,  both  general  and  individual ;  hence 
their  attachment  to  freedom,  and  to  every  species  of  im- 
provement both  publick  and  private:  energy,  and  perse- 
verance in  carrying  their  plans  into  effect;  qualities  ia 
fact  deducible  from  the  former ;  we  are  steady  in  pursuing, 
when  thoroughly  convinced  of  the  value  of  the  object: 
gravity  of  manner  and  deportment,  because  they  are  ha- 
bitually occupied  upon  matters  of  deep  interest :  tacitur- 
nity, which  is  the  offspring  of  thought.  They  appear 
deficient  in  imagination  or  the  poetry  of  life,  because  all 
its  realities  are  at  their  disposal.  They  seem  to  have 
little  sympathy,  because  their  social  system  does  not  com- 
pel them  to  suffer.  Oppression  engenders  pity  ;  disease 
and  death  require  only  resignation. 

But  beside  these  general  features,  which  may  be  con- 
sidered as  common  to  the  whole  mass  of  American  citi- 
zens, each  grand  division  of  the  Union  has  its  owrt  pecu- 
liar characteristicks.  By  grand  divisions,  I  mean,  1. 
The  New  England  States;  2.  The  Central;  3.  The 
Southern  ;  and  4.  The  States  to  the  west  of  the  Allegha- 
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THE  NEW  ENGLAND  STATES. 

The  author  of  "  Letters  from  Virginia,"  thus  pourtrays 
the  New  Englanders,  or  Yankees. 

"  My  young  friend  Manly  came  in  to  see  me  last  eve- 
ning. '  You  are  a  traveller,'  said  he,  *  and  make  it  a 
point  to  see  every  thing.  Pray  have  you  seen  a  Yankee 
yet  about  our  wharves  V  *  A  Yankee,^  said  I,  '  what  sort 
of  an  animal  is  that  V  '  A  very  strange  animal,  I  assure 
you,'  said  he,  with  a  smile.  'It  has  the  body  of  a  man, 
but  not  the  soul.  However,  I  mean  one  of  our  New 
England  friends,  who  visit  us  in  small  crafts,  to  get  our 
money.  These  are  certainly  a  very  strange  race  of  peo- 
ple. You  will  see  them  with  their  eel-skins  upon  their 
hair,  to  save  the  expense  of  barbers,  and  their  ear-rings 
in  their  ears,  to  improve  their  sight,  to  see  hov/  to  cheat 
you  better,  1  suppose.  They  would  die  sooner  than  part 
with  one  of  these  ornaments,  unless  you  pay  'em  well 
for  it.     At  the  same  time  they  live  upon  nothing.     A 
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rasher  of  pork  is  a  feast  for  them,  even  on  holiilay?. 
Their  favourite  drink  is  nothing  but  swilchel,  or  molasses 
and  water,  whicli  Ihcy  ^vill  tell  you  is  belter  than  burgun- 
dy or  champaign.  They  arc  however  better  tauglit  than 
fed,  and  make  the  finest  bohl  sailors  in  the  world.  They  can 
sail  to  the  North  Pole  and  back  again  in  an  egg-shell,  if  \he 
ice  does  not  break  il.  Indeed,  they  are  seamen  by  birlh,  and 
box  the  compass  in  their  cradles.  You  know  our  genteel 
laziness  unfits  us  for  the  drudgery  of  com. nerce.  Bo  we 
leave  it  all  to  the  Yankees.  These  crafiing  part  of  them 
come  Iiere  at  all  seasons  in  their  sloops  and  schooners, 
bringing  a  miscellaneous  cargo,  of  all  sorts  of  notions^  not 
metaphysical  but  material,  such  as  cheese,  butter,  pota- 
toes, cranberries,  onions,  beets,  coffuis — you  smile,  but  it 
is  a  fact,  that  understanding  some  years  ago,  that  the  yel- 
low fever  was  raging  here  with  great  violence,  some  of 
them  very  charitably  risked  their  own  lives,  to  bring  Ui 
a  large  quantity  of  ready-made  coffins  of  all  sizes,  in  nests, 
one  within  another,  to  supply  customers  at  a  moment's 
warning;  an  insult  which  we  have  hardly  forgiven  them 
yet.  You  will  see  them  sailing  up  inioall  our  bays,  rivers, 
and  creeks,  wherever  the  water  runs.  As  the  winter 
comes  on,  they  creep  into  some  little  harbour,  where  they 
anchor  their  vessels,  and  open  store  on  hoard,  retiiiling 
out  their  articles  of  every  kind,  to  the  poor  countrymen, 
who  come  to  buy.  Towards  the  spring,  they  sail  away 
with  a  load  of  plank  or  shingles,  which  they  often  get 
veri/  cheap.  Indeed  the  whole  race  of  Yankee  seamen 
are  certainly  the  most  enterprising  people  in  the  world. 
They  are  in  all  quarters  of  the  globe  where  a  penny  is 
to  be  made.  In  short,  they  love  money  a  little  better 
than  their  own  lives.  What  is  worst,  they  are  not  always 
very  nice  about  the  means  of  making  it ;  but  arc  ready 
to  break  laws  like  cobwebs,  whenever  it  suits  their  inter- 
est. You  know  we  passed  an  embargo  law  sometime  ago, 
to  starve  the  English  oat  of  house  and  home,  and  made 
all  our  coasting  captains  give  bond,  and  take  oath,  thit 
they  would  not  sail  to  any  foreign  port  or  place  what- 
ever. Suddenly  there  began  to  blow  a  set  of  the  most 
violent  gales  that  had  ever  been  known,  and  what  wai 
rather  singular,  they  all  insisted  upon  blowing  towards  the 
West  Indies,  in  the  very  teeth  of  the  law,  as  if  on  purpose 
to  save  the  i)enalty  of  the  bonds.     It  looked  indeed,  to 


268  APPENDIX. 


good  people,  as  \(  Providence  had  determined  to  take 
those  islands  under  his  care,  and  send  them  supplies  to 
save  them  from  famine,  in  spite  of  the  American  Congress. 
Our  rulers,  however,  who  had  learnt  from  history  that 
these  Yankees  used  formerly  to  deal  with  witches,  began 
to  suspect  that  all  these  storms  were  raised  by  the  black 
art,  or  at  least  were  manufactured  in  a  notary's  office,  ex- 
pressly for  the  occasion,  and  therefore  resolved  to  lay 
them  at  once.  So  they  passed  a  law  which  declared  in 
substance  that  no  kind  of  accident  or  distress  should  be 
given  in  evidence,  to  save  the  penalties  of  the  bonds. 
This  act  poured  sweet  oil  upon  the  ocean  at  once,  and 
produced  a  profound  calm,  in  spite  of  witches  and  nota- 
ries, and  the  winds  soon  went  on  to  blow  from  all  points 
of  the  compass  as  formerly,  any  thing  in  the  act  entitled, 
an  Act  laying  an  embargo,  &c.  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing.'"    Letter  VI. 

This  is  confessedly  a  caricature,  but  its  distorted  linea- 
ments may  help  us  to  some  of  the  true  features  of  the 
New  Englanders.  They  are  the  Scotchmen  of  the  Unit- 
ed States.  Inhabiting  a  country  of  limited  extent,  and 
incapable  of  maintaining  its  own  population,  their  indus- 
try naturally  and  succesfully  directed  itself  to  commercial 
pursuits ;  but  as  even  these  became  gradually  insufficient 
to  maintain  their  growing  numbers,  they  began  at  an  early 
period  of  their  history  to  seek  for  settlements  among  their 
neighbours  to  the  south  and  west.  As  it  is  probable  that 
those  who  first  began  to  have  recourse  to  that  expedient^ 
were  such  as  preferred  the  exertion  of  their  wils,  to  an 
encrease  of  manual  toil,  reckless  adventurers  who  were 
well-spared  at  home,  they  were  far  from  being  acceptable 
guests.  The  plodding  Dutch  and  Germans  of  New  York 
and  Pennsylvania,  held  them  in  particular  abhorrence, 
and,  as  far  as  they  could,  hunted  them  from  their  neigh- 
bourhood, whenever  they  attempted  to  gain  a  footing  in 
it.  "  It  is  (says  the  author  of  the  "  Olive  Branch,"*) 
within  the  memory  of  those  over  whose  chins  no  razor 
has  ever  mowed  a  harvest,  that  Yankee  and  sharper  were 

*  A  political  publication,  by  Matthew  Carey,  of  Philadel- 
phia, supposed  to  have  had  a  greater  run  than  any  work  of  the 
sort,  since  Paine's  Common  Sense  ;  seven  editions  having  been 
called  for  in  thirteen  months. 
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regarded  as  nearly  synonymous,  and  this  was  not  among 
the  low,  and  the  illiberal,  (he  base,  and  the  vulgar.  It 
pervaded  all  ranks  of  society.  In  the  Middle  and  Soutli- 
ern  states,  traders  were  universally  very  much  on  their 
guard  against  Yankee  tricks,  when  dealing  witli  tiiose  of 
the  Eastern."     Page  274. 

It  is  tlierefore  in  this  class  of  adventurers  and  emigrants 
Vie  are  to  look  for  the  least  favourable  traits  of  the  New 
England  character :  patient,  industrious,  frugal,  enterpris- 
ing, and  intelligent,  it  cannot  be  denied  but  that  they  are 
frequently  knavish,  mean,  and  avaricious  ;  as  men  who 
make  gain  the  master  spring  of  their  actions. 

Here  we  perceive  the  force  and  meaning  of  the  Virgi- 
nian satire,  but  here  too  its  application  must  be  restrict- 
ed :  even  emigration  seems  to  be  so  far  moulded  into  a 
system,  that  it  is  no  longer,  the  resort  merely  of  rogues 
and  vagabonds,  but  is  embraced  as  an  eligible  mode  of 
bettering  their  condition  by  the  young  and  enterprising  of 
all  classes;  it  is  a  wholesome  drain  to  the  exuberance  of 
population,  and  preserves  at  home  that  comparative  equa- 
lity, on  which  publick  happiness  and  morals  so  entirely 
depend.  The  New  Englanders  should  be  seen  at  home 
to  be  correctly  Judged  of:  as  far  as  testimony  goes,  it  is 
universally  in  their  favour.  "  I  feel  a  pride  and  pleasure 
(says  Mr.  Carey)  in  doing  justice  to  the  yeomanry  of  the 
Eastern  States :  they  will  not  suffer  in  a  comparison  with 
the  same  class  of  men  in  any  i)art  of  the  world.  They  are 
upright,  sober,  orderly,  and  regular;  shrewd,  intelligent, 
and  well-informed ;  and  1  believe  there  is  not  a  greater  de- 
gree of  genuine  native  urbanity  among  the  yeomanry  of 
any  country  under  the  canopy  of  heaven."  "  Olive 
Branch."  Page  273.  This  is  the  character  my  own  ex- 
perience recognized  in  the  inhabitants  of  the  beautiful 
Genesee  country,  which  has  been  entirely  cleared  and 
settled  by  New  Englanders. 

It  is  impossible  to  (piit  the  Eastern  States  without 
speaking  of  their  religion,  which  is  scarcely  more  their 
glory  in  their  own  eyes,  than  their  opprobrium  in  those  of 
their  neighbours. 

Pretensions  to  superiour  sanctity  are  always  received 
with  jealousy,  especially  by  a  people,  among  whom  devo- 
tion is  in  repute.  The  contrast  too,  betwixt  the  pious 
seeming,  and  substantial  knavery  of  many  of  the  New  En- 
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gland  adventurers,  naturally  brings  these  pretensions  into 
still  greater  discredit,  and  extorts  a  wish,  that  they  had 
either  a  little  more  morality,  or  a  little  less  religion. 
There  is,  however,  no  reason  to  doubt  that  in  the  bulk  of 
the  inhabitants,  religion  is  not  merely  a  shew  and  pretext, 
but  a  belief  and  practice :  men  tire  of  mutual  hypocrisy, 
when  it  has  grown  too  common  to  impose. 

Calvinism,  rigid,  uncompromising  Calvinism,  is  the  in- 
heritance the  New  Englanders  have  received  from  their 
forefathers ;  it  was  the  sacred  fire  their  ancestors  bore  with 
them  into  exile,  and  which  has  continued  to  burn  in  the 
hearts,  and  on  the  altars  of  their  descendants ;  sometimes 
indeed  like  "  the  furnace  blue,"  to  which  Moloch  treated 
his  worshippers,  but  of  late  years  with  a  less  fatal,  though 
still  aagry,  light,  round  which  the  trumpets  and  timbrels 
of  the  priests  still  sound  "  in  dreadful  harmony." 

Besides  the  indulgence  of  spiritual  pride,  (for  spiritual 
pride  is  a  luxury  of  the  highest  rate  to  those  who  are  too  fru- 
gal, or  too  conscientious  to  tolerate  grosser  enjoyments,)  the 
early  colonists  perceived  the  Calvinistick  system  of  church 
discipline  to  be  best  suited  to  the  poverty  and  simplicity 
of  their  condition.  Calvinism  has  therefore  grown  up 
with  republicanism,  and  from  an  accidental  connexion, 
claims  to  be  of  the  same  kindred :  but  the  vital  spirit  of 
Calvinism  is  intolerance,  and  intolerance  is  in  no  shape  a 
republican  principle.  It  is  true,  this  spirit  is,  to  a  certain 
extent,  mitigated  by  the  partial  influence  of  good  sense, 
and  by  the  temper  of  the  age,  but  it  is  still  the  same  in 
essence,  and  waits  but  a  favourable  opportunity  to  prove 
itself  the  same  in  action.  I  do  not,  however,  ascribe  in- 
tolerance to  Calvinism  as  a  peculiarity;  it  is  a  quality 
common  to  religious  sects  of  every  denomination,  when- 
ever faith  girds  on  the  sword  of  temporal  power.  The 
« disposition  of  any  sect  to  persecute  others  seem  in  exact 
proportion  to  its  strength  and  credulity ;  increasing  as 
these  increase  and  unite,  and  growing  mild  as  they  fade 
and  separate.  Thus  all  religions  have  in  their  turns  been 
persecuting  and  tolerant,  bloody  and  inoSensive.  The 
Roman  Catholick  religion,  harmless  in  Canada,  and  in 
the  United  States,  opprest  in  Ireland,  bed-ridden  in 
France,  still  exhibits  the  vitality  of  its  poison  in  Spain 
and  Portugal.  The  Anglican  church,  persecuting  even 
in  its  cradle,  persecuting  at  its  first  establishment  in  Vir- 
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ginia,  and  still  armed  with  exclusive  privilegies  and  penal 
statutes,  has  gro\Yn  gradually  tolerant  from  a  decay  of  faith 
and  a  division  of  power.  If  Calvinism  still  retains  in 
America  the  harsher  featurfs  of  its  founder  niul  early  dis- 
ciples, it  is  because  the  New  Englanders  have  as  yet 
found  little  leisure  to  unsettle  their  belief;  while  be- 
lievers, by  elevating  their  mortal  passions  and  human 
weaknesses  to  the  throne  of  Gotl,  have  made  a  cherished 
idol  of  their  ow  n  i)ride,  and  authori^.e  intolerance  by  Di- 
vine example. 

It  is  to  be  regretted,  that  this  fanatical  spirit  is  not  con- 
fined to  the  Eastern  States :  either,  for,  that  it  is  iu  itself 
naturally  contagious,  or  that  it  has  been  carried  abroad 
by  emigration,  it  is  now  spreading  rapidly  through  all 
parts  of  the  Union  ;  sometimes,  indeed,  iti  a  manuer,  which 
may  well  provoke  a  smile  ;^  but  more  frcfjuently  with  a 

*  I  once  picked  up  a  work  entitled  "  The  Christian's  Jour- 
nal," written  by  a  minister  of  Haddington,  the  aim  of  which 
was  to  extract  some  religious  feeling  from  every  object  which 
might  meet  a  Christian  eye,  as  ibr  instance,  "  Now  the  butcher 
shaves  the  neck  of  yonder  sow,  that  he  may  give  her  the  kil- 
ling stab,  so  Satan  tickles  and  flatters  my  soul  that  he  may  mur- 
der her. — Yonder  feed  a  flock  of  geese  ;  a  covey  of  ducks  ;  let 
me  never  resemble  the  first  in  being  heady  and  high-miuded  ; 
nor  the  last  in  speaking  much,  and  doing  little,  in  walking  slow, 
^c. — Yonder  are  two  kilns,  one  for  drying  com  or  malt,  another 
for  biirnino;  bricks ;  think,  my  soul,  how  Jehovah's  son  was  dri- 
ed, roasted,  and  burnt  amidst  his  Father's  indignation." — The 
following  mu^t,  I  imagine,  be  spoken  in  a  female  character  ; 
♦'How  filthy  i^  this  stable;  but  stop  my  sonl.  with  wonder 
stop  !  Was  Jehovah  born  in  a  stable  for  nic  ?  Did  he  lie  in  a 
manger,  that  he  might  lie  for  ever  betwixt  u)y  breasts,  and  I 
for  ever  in  the  embraces  of  lis  love?" — "There  stands  the 
ranked  cabbage  ;  chiefly  valuable  for  its  large  solid  heart ;  as 
n»y  heart  is  before  God,  so  much  am  I,  no  more. — Here  come 
persons  in  coaches,  and  others  on  horses  ;  for  tho'.i,  my  soul,  ride 
iu  the  chariot  of  the  wood  of  Lebanon,  and  on  the  v.hitc  horse 
of  the  ^iospcl. — Yonder  is  .n  crowd  of  people,  who  attend  the 
neighbouring  spa  to  drink  or  bathe  iu  it.  Blessed  Jesus,  mine- 
ral well,  great  spa,  let  us  daily  bathe  iu  thy  blood. — Ucw  they 
make  glass  .-  its  original  is  stones,  sand,  kelp,  aud  such  briny 
materials;  ?)y  what  grinding,  melting,  and  [wlishing  they  trans- 
form it  into  the  transparent  substance  I  Think,  my  soul,  ou  the 
tremendous  gruidiogand  nieltins  of  the  Son  ot  (iod.  in  the  like- 
ness of  sinful  flesh,  to  j)rrparo  Ihr  glazcu  sra  o!'  his  righteous- 
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rigidity  of  aspect,  before  which  the  graces  and  pleasures 
of  life  wither.  The  Americans  are  habitually  serious  and 
silent,  even  beyond  English  taciturnity.*  Their  spirits  are 
seldom  elevated,  except  by  the  application  of  some  extra- 
ordinary stimulant,  either  in  the  shape  of  politicks  or  li- 
quor ;  they  are  thus  excellently  fitted  to  become  vessels  of 
election  and  regeneration :  the  sour  leaven  ferments 
through  their  frames,  until  all  the  kindlier  juices  curdle, 
and  happiness  becomes  a  deadly  sin. 

In  many  parts  of  the  country  dancing  is  held  to  be  an 
abomination,  which  even  the  young  of  both  sexes  have 
been  induced  by  the  penalty  of  eternal  damnation  to  re- 
nounce :  perhaps  this  is  on  great  sacrifice,  for  I  have 
sometimes  fancied,  that  though  the  Americans  are  great 
dancers  by  habit,  dancing  is  with  them  an  acquired  taste, 
which  will  not  long  stand  its  ground  against  pleasures 
more  congenial  to  their  natural  disposition ;  still  it  is  a 
matter  of  regret,  in  as  much  as  the  severity  of  their  cha- 
racter evidently  requires  rather  to  be  tempered  by  social 
enjoyments  than  stiffened  by  gloomy  creeds,  and  the  cant 
of  fanaticism. 

Having  testified  in  favour  of  the  morality  of  the  New 
Englanders,  it  is  natural  to  inquire  how  far  it  may  be 
supposed  to  originate  in,  or  be  strengthened  by  their  re- 
ligious tenets.  This,  however,  is  a  question  of  not  very 
easy  solution.     When  a  people  is  well  educated  and  in- 

ness  and  a  bottle  for  God  to  put  ray  tears  in."  This  is  certainly 
iugenioiis  ;  "  Here  is  plenty  of  cloth  well  dyed,  and  1  hope  well 
made ;  here  is  fine  linen,  strong  and  thoroughly  whitened  :  sad 
memorials  of  our  sin  ;  had  not  Adam  made  us  naked  to  our  sin, 
we  should  have  no  need  of  this  to  cover  us." 

The  following  is  an  epitome  of  the  precious  doctrine  of  elec- 
tion and  sanctification  by  grace;  "  Here  lieth  one  who  reckons 
himself  the  chief  of  sinners,  and  yet  boldly  claims  Jesus  for  his 
own ;  and  firmly  expects  salvation  by  virtue  of  the  covenant  of 
grace  made  with  Him ;  may  ray  life,  and  my  last  end,  be  like 
his." 

*  I  have  been  frequently  amused  during  ray  journey,  with 
observing  twelve  or  fourteen  persons  meeting  to  take  their 
meals,  as  they  do  at  the  country  taverns,  and  separating  with- 
out uttering  as  many  words  as  there  were  dishes  on  the  table  ; 
yet  they  were  not  in  general  strangers,  but  fellow- townsmen, 
boarding  at  the  house. 
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dustrious,  when  property  is  so  far  equally  divideil,  th.it 
the  extremes  of  wealtli  and  poverty  are  scarcely  known, 
their  morals  will  necessarily  ho  pure.  The  two  main 
sources  of  vice  are  want  and  ii^norance  :  let  a  man  know 
well  his  own  interest,  and  remove  from  him  the  blandish- 
ments of  luxury  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  horrours  of 
poverty  on  tiie  other,  and  he  will  have  little  temptation 
to  work  his  own  ruin  by  idleness,  profligacy,  or  despair. 
Such  is  the  condition  of  the  New  England  States,  and 
under  such  circumstances,  it  is  probable  they  would 
continue  in  the  paths  of  morality,  because  they  are  in 
fact  in  the  straight  road,  whatever  might  be  the  form  of 
their  religious  worship.  Calvinism  however,  takes  cre- 
dit, as  might  bo  exjjected,  for  their  good  conduct,  and 
claims  the  merit  of  having  given  birth  to  virtues,  which 
probably  it  has  only  not  been  able  to  destroy.  Time 
will  bring  about  a  ilccay  of  fiiith,  and  lime  will  also  in- 
troduce luxury  and  want.  Relij;ion  and  morality  will 
then  decay  together,  and  collateral  events  will  be  mis- 
taken for  cause  and  effect. 

If  the  iulluence  of  religion  can  in  any  way  be  fairly 
appreciated,  it  must  be  by  observing  the  character  and 
conduct  of  the  priesthood,  in  whom,  as  a  body,  its  es- 
sence must  be  peculiarly  concentrated. 

At  the  period  of  the  French  revolution,  and  for  some 
years  after,  the  New  Englatid  clergy,  were,  to  use  the 
words  of  Fisher  Ames,  "  powerful  auxiliaries  of  lawful 
authority."  "Watch  those  ungrateful  souls,"  preaches 
Dr.  Parish  in  1798,  "who  murmur  about  taxation,  and 
oppression,  the  burdens  of  government  and  religion. 
They  have  fellowship  with  our  enemies;  they  are  trai- 
tors to  God  and  Christianity."  "  As  citizens"  (preaches 
the  Rev.  Jedidlah  Morse,  at  the  same  period)  "  we  ought 
with  one  heart  to  cleave  to,  and  support  our  own  go- 
vernment;  we  ought  to  repel  with  indignation  every 
suggestion,  and  slanderous  insinuation,  calculated  to 
weaken  a  just  confidf  nee  in  the  rectitude  of  the  inten- 
tions of  our  constituted  authorities.  Our  goverumeu:,  is 
itself  the  must  {lerfect,  the  best  administered,  the  least 
burdensome,  and  most  happyfying  to  the  people,  of  any 
on  earth." 

A  convention  of  conirec^ational  min)i?ler3  presented  an 
address  to  President  AUawis,   in  1708,  in  which  we  read; 
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"  The  intimate  connexion  between  our  civil  and  Chris- 
tian blessings,  is  alone  sufficient  to  justify  the  decided 
part  which  the  clergy  of  America  have  uniformly  taken 
in  supporting  the  constituted  authorities,  and  political  in- 
terests of  their  country." 

Thus  far  all  is  consistent,  and  as  it  should  be ;  "  Now 
mark  what  follows."  During  the  late  war,  we  find  these 
same  individuals,  whom  the  Federalists  had  represented, 
and  who  had  represented  themselves  to  be  the  stead- 
fast supporters  of  authority  and  order,  not  only  joining 
heart  and  voice  to  the  party  in  opposition  to  the  govern- 
ment, but  actually  beating  "  the  drum  Ecclesiastick,"  to 
excite  open  rebellion.  "  If  you  do  not  wish  to  become 
the  slaves  of  those  who  own  slaves,  and  who  are  them- 
selves the  slaves  of  French  slaves,  you  must,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  day,  cut  the  connexion,"  &c.  Sermon  by 
the  Rev.  F.  Gardiner,  Boston,  preached  July  23,  1812. 

According  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Osgood,  whoever  assisted 
the  government,  in  any  way,  to  carry  on  the  war,  was, 
"  In  the  sight  of  God,  and  his  law,  a  murderer."  Ser- 
mon, June  27,  1812. 

"  Were  not  the  authors  of  this  war  in  character  nearly 
akin  to  the  deists  and  atheists  of  France  ;  were  they  not 
men  of  hardened  hearts,  seared  consciences,  reprobate 
minds,  and  desperate  wickedness,  it  seems  utterly  in- 
conceivable that  they  should  have  made  the  declaration." 
Idem. 

"If  at  the  present  moment  no  symptoms  of  civil  war 
appear,  they  certainly  will  soon ;  unless  the  courage  of 
the  war-party  should  fail  them."     Idem. 

The  Reverend  Elijah  Parish  thus  exhorts  his  con- 
gregation. "  New  England,  if  invaded,  would  be  obliged 
to  defend  herself;  do  you  not  then  owe  it  to  your  child- 
ren, owe  it  to  your  God,  to  make  peace  for  yourselves  ?" 
Sermon,  April  7th,  1814. 

"  The  full  vials  of  despotism  are  poured  on  your  heads, 
and  yet  you  may  challenge  the  plodding  Israelite,  the 
stupid  African,  the  feeble  Chinese,  the  drowsy  Turk,  or 
the  frozen  exile  of  Siberia,  to  equal  you  in  tame  sub- 
mission to  the  powers  that  be."    Idem. 

"  How  will  the  supporters  of  this  antichristian  war- 
fare endure  their  sentence;  endure  the  (ire  that  for  ever 
burns;   the   worm  which  never  dies;   the  hosannas  of 
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Heaven,  uliile  (be  smoke  of  their  torment  ascends  for 
ever  and  ever."     Idan. 

How  is  tliis  strange  contrariety  of  sentiments  to  be 
accounted  for  ?  By  a  love  of  peace,  and  a  devout  hatred 
to  war  in  the  abstract  ?  Alas  !  their  own  sermons  scarce- 
ly militate  more  against  this  supposition,  than  did  the 
bloody  cuirass  of  the  bishop  of  Beauvais.  "  Cursed  be 
he"  (()reached  Ur.  Parish,  in  1799)  "that  keepeth  back 
Lis  sword  from  blood.  Let  him  that  bath  none,  sell  his 
coat  and  buy  one.  The  contest  is  desirable."  Shall  it 
be  said  they  yielded  in  the  latter  instance  to  the  love 
of  freedom  and  of  their  country  ?  That  they  supported 
the  constitution  against  tyranny  /  But  of  what  tyranny 
could  they  complain  ?  The  war  might  be  impolitick,  it 
might  be  hostile  to  the  interests  of  New  England;  and 
if  such  was  the  case,  they  had,  as  citizens,  an  undoubt- 
ed fight  to  use  all  constitutional  methods  of  abridging 
its  duration,  and  exposing  its  folly ;  but  it  had  been 
constitutionally  declared,  and  approved  by  a  congress 
freely  elected ;  and  though  tlie  New  England  States 
might  stand  in  the  shoes  of  a  minority,  this  is  scarcely 
sufficient  reason  for  the  ministers  of  religion  to  preach 
sedition  and  rebellion.  We  are  compelled  therefore  to 
search  for  the  true  motives  of  their  conduct,  among  those 
passions  which  do  least  honour  to  human  nature.  With- 
in the  period  of  this  change  in  their  sentiments,  the  reins 
of  government  had  passed  from  the  hands  of  the  Fe- 
deralists into  those  of  the  Democrats,  in  ^vhom  they 
beheld  the  enemies  of  religion,  because  they  were 
friends  of  toleration.  Upon  similar  grounds,  they  hated 
France,  whether  re|)ublican  or  imperial,  and  adhered  to 
England,  because  she  shared  and  gratified  their  hatred. 
They  loved  neither  England  nor  federalism,  but  their 
own  power;  which  they  believed  to  be  connected  with 
the  cause  of  legitimacy  and  intolerance  all  over  the 
world.*     Power  is   universally   the   idol  of   the   huoiao 

*  The  Reverend  J.  Morse  observes,  in  his  account  of  Con- 
necticut. "  The  clerfy,  who  are  numerous  and  as  a  body  very 
respectable,  have  hitherto  preserved  a  kind  of  arisfocratical 
balancf^,  in  the  very  democralical  government  of  the  state, 
which  has  happily  operated  as  a  check  upon  the  overbearing 
spirit  of  republicanism."  He  adds,  "Their  influence  is  on  the 
increase."  And  to  this  ho  attributes  the  reformation  of  man- 
ners. 
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heart ;  and  whenever  superstition  builds  temples,  the  idol 
obtains  a  favoured  niche  in  the  sanctuary.  As  long 
however  as  the  temporal  sword  is  withheld,  and  the  hie- 
rarchy imendowed  with  the  plunder  of  credulity,  there 
will  be  found  in  a  free  country,  a  continual  elasticity,  re- 
coiling against,  and  throwing  off  spiritual  oppression.  It 
is  for  this  reason  Unitarianism  is  making  nearly  the 
same  progress  among  tlie  few  who  think  for  themselves, 
even  in  New  England,  that  fanaticism  is  among  the 
many  who  take  their  creed  upon  tmst.  "  It  would  as- 
tonish, and  frighten  many  of  the  pious  people  in  New 
York  and  Philadelphia"  (I  quote  from  the  Olive  Branch, 
page  275)  "  to  be  informed ;  but  they  may  nevertheless 
rely  upon  the  information  as  indubitably  true,  that  a 
large  portion  of  the  clergy  in  the  town  of  Boston  are 
absolute  Unitarians,  and  scout  the  idea  of  the  divinity 
of  Jesus  Christ,  as  completely  and  explicitly  as  ever 
Dr.  Priestley  did;  and  let  me  add,  that  the  present 
Principal  of  Harvard  College,  was  known  to  be  an  Uni- 
tarian when  he  was  elected.  This  fact  establishes  the 
very  great  extent  and  prevalence  of  the  doctrine." 


THE  CENTRAL  STATES. 


There  is  no  portion  of  the  Union  which  contains  more 
enlightened  individuals,  more  useful  institutions,  or  a 
stronger  spirit  of  literary  and  scientiSck  improvement, 
than  the  cities  of  New  York,  and  Philadelphia ;  but  there 
are  several  reasons  which  prevent  the  citizens  of  the 
Central  States  from  acquiring  a  general  character,  as 
strongly  marked  as  is  that  of  the  Eastern.  They  are 
composed  of  several  heterogeneous  bodies.  The  ancient 
Dutch  race  still  exists,  with  many  of  its  primitive  habits, 
towards  the  centre  of  the  state  of  New  York;  towards 
the  north  and  west,  its  population  consists  chiefly  of  New 
Englanders.  A  large  portion  of  Pennsylvania  is  inhabited 
by  Germans,  who  are  still  unacquainted  with  the  English 
language,  and  are  consequently  rather  a  social  circle  ex- 
isting within  the  State,  than  a  portion  of  the  community 
amalgamating  wiih  it.  The  Quakers  too,  are  a  body 
whose  distinctive  habits  necessarily  operate  against  the 


APPENDIX. 


27r 


formation  of  a  general  character,  because  they  are  strong- 
er than  any  general  causes  by  whicli  such  a  character  is 
engenikTeO.  These  circumstances  are  hardly,  however, 
felt  as  disadvantages;  iu  some  respects,  they  are  proba- 
bly the  contrary. 

As  citizens,  the  Dutch  and  Germans  are  peaceable  and 
industrious,  though  not  very  enlightened ;  the  New  En- 
f  landers  introduce  the  best  qualities  of  thtir  characters : 
the  (Quakers  are  intelligent  and  humane.  Adventurers 
from  all  countries  constitute  the  most  unsound  part  of  the 
population,  and  are  likely  to  give  a  stranger  an  unfavoura- 
ble opinion  of  the  wliole  ;  in  other  respects,  the  Central 
States  seem  those  in  which  foreigners  will  find  Ihe  lone 
of  manners,  and  spirit  of  society  most  accommodating  and 
easy. 


THE   SOUTHERN   STATES. 

It  is  impossible  to  consider  the  character  of  the  south- 
ern states,  without  again  adverting  to  the  pernicious  ef- 
fects ol  slavery. 

'Laud  cullivatcd  by  slaves  requires  a  considerable  capi- 
tal, and  will  therefore  be  divided  among  a  small  number 
of  proprietors.  Experience  too,  shews,  that  the  quantity 
of  labour  performed  by  slaves,  is  much  below  that  of  an 
equal  number  of  free  cullivators;  the  number  of  persons 
deriving  support  from  the  soil  will  consequently  be  less  : 
but  the  loss  is  not  in  quantity  only,  the  qualitj'  is  pro- 
portionably  deteriorated.  He  who  commands  the  sweat 
of  others,  will  be  little  inclined  to  toil  himself  ;*  the  in- 
clination will  diminish  with  the  necessity.  The  fact  is 
so  consonant  with  this  remark,  that  in  tl.e  southern  states, 
the  fisheries,  and  all  branches  of  active  exertion,  fall  into 
the  hands  of  the  New  Englanders :  so  much  so,  that  the 
city  of  Charleston  is  supplied  with  fish  by  smacks  from 
Marblehcad  and  Boston.  Climate  might  be  supposed  to 
have  a  partial  influence  in  producing  thia  eflect,  weie  not 
such  individuals  as  are  compelled  by  the  nature  ot  their 
occupations  to  rely  much  on  their  own  efforts,  found  no- 

*  '*  Of  the  proprietors  of  slaves,  a  very  small  proportion  in- 
deed arc  ever  seen  to  labour."     Jefferson's  JVotcs,  p.  241. 
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wise  inferioiir  in  attainments  and  application  to  the  same 
description  of  persons  in  the  more  temperate  portions  of 
the  Union.  Nay,  have  not  almost  all  the  sultriest  re- 
gions of  the  globe  been  alternately  the  seats  of  sloth  and 
enterprize  ? 

The  same  distribution  of  property  which  renders  la- 
bour unnecessary  to  its  proprietor,  is  no  less  fatal  to  his 
mental  improvement.  Experience  informs  us,  that  mean^ 
and  leisure  are  less  powerful  excitements  to  study  than 
the  spur  of  necessity,  and  hope  of  profit.  Information 
will  be  first  sought,  that  it  may  be  useful,  it  will  after- 
wards be  perused  for  the  pleasure  of  the  acquisition  only. 
The  planter  has  therefore  been  ever-  reckoned  among  the 
least  enlightened  members  of  society ;  but  says  a  pro- 
verb, Those  whom  the  devil  finds  idle,  he  sets  about  his 
own  work.  Dissipation  must  be  always  the  resource  of 
the  unoccupied  and  ill-instructed. 

If  the  political  effects  of  slavery  are  pernicious  to  the 
citizen,  its  moral  effects  are  still  more  fatal  to  the  man. 
"  There  must  doubtless,"  (says  Mr.  Jefferson,)  "  be  an 
unhappy  influence  on  the  manners  of  the  people,  pro- 
duced by  the  existence  of  slavery  among  us.  The  whqle 
commerce  between  master  and  slave,  is  a  perpetual  ex- 
ercise of  the  most  boisterous  passions ;  the  most  unremit- 
ting despotism  on  the  one  part,  and  degrading  submis- 
sions on  the  other.  Our  children  see  this,  and  learn  to 
imitate  it,  for  man  is  an  imitative  animal.  The  parei.. 
storms,  the  child  looks  on,  catches  the  lineaments  of 
wrath,  puts  on  the  same  airs  in  the  circle  of  smaller 
slaves,  give  loose  to  the  worst  of  passions,  and  thus 
nursed,  educated,  and  daily  exercised  in  tyranny,  can- 
not but  be  stamped  by  it  with  odious  peculiarities.  The 
man  must  be  a  prodigy  who  can  retain  his  morals  and 
manners  undepraved  by  such  circumstances."  Notes 
p.  241. 

We  know  the  time  of  prodigies  is  past,  and  that  na- 
tural effects  will  follow  their  causes.  This  manners  of 
the  lower  classes  in  the  Southern  states  are  brutal  and 
depraved.*     Those  of  the  upper,  corrupted  by  power,  are 

*  The  stage  drivers,  for  instance,  are  more  inhuman,  and 
much  inferiour  in  decency  of  behaviour  to  the  negroes,  who 
are  sometimes  employed  in  the  same  capacity  :    so  tbat  it 
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frequently  arrogant  and  assuming  :  unused  to  restraint  or 
contradiction  of  any  kind,  they  are  necessarily  quarrel- 
some; and  in  their  quarrels,  the  native  ferocity  of  their 
hearts  breaks  out.  Duelling  is  not  only  in  general  vogue 
and  fashion,  hut  is  practised  with  circumstances  of  pe- 
culiar vindictiveness.  It  is  usual  when  two  persons 
have  agreed  to  fight,  for  each  to  go  out  regularly  and 
practise  at  a  mark,  in  the  presence  of  their  friends,  during 
the  interval  which  precedes  their  meeting;  one  of  the 
parties  therefore  commonly  falls. 

Did  the  whole  of  the  above  causes  operate  with  undi- 
minished influence,  the  result  would  be  horrible;  but  there 
are  several  circumstances  continually  working  in  mitiga- 
tion  of  those  evils. 

The  American  form  of  government,  as  powerfully  im- 
pels to  energy,  as  slave  proprietorship  docs  to  indolence. 
The  example  of  neighbouring  states  continually  urges  on 
improvements.  The  learned  and  mercantile  professions 
have  little  direct  interest  in  the  slave  system,  and  are 
therefore  less  infected  by  its  contagion.  I  have  already 
noted  a  distinction  betwixt  the  farmers  of  the  upper 
country,  and  the  planters  of  the  lower.  There  is  thus  a 
considerable  portion  of  comparatively  untainted  popula- 
tion. Even  among  the  planters,  there  are  individuals, 
who,  by  a  judicious  use  of  the  advantages  of  leisure  and 
fortune,  by  travel,  and  extensive  intercourse  with  the 
world,  have  acquired  manners  more  polished,  and  senti- 
ments more  refined,  than  are  the  common  lot  of  their  fel- 
low-citizens in  other  portions  of  the  Union  :  but  these 
are  rare  exceptions,  stars  in  darkness,  which  shine,  more 
sensibly  to  mark  the  deep  shadows  of  the  opposite  ex- 
treme, where  the  contrast  is  strong,  perpetual,  and  dis- 
gusting. 

THE  WESTERN  STATES. 

The  inhabitants  of  Kentucky  are,  or  at  least  were  (for 
in  America  the  wheel  of  society  turns  so  swiftly,    that 

seems  not  improbable  that  the  effects  of  slavery,  upon  the 
lower  orders  at  least,  are  more  debasing  to  the  governing  class, 
tbao  to  the  governed. 
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20  years  work  the  changes  of  a  century)  considered  as 
the  Irishmen  of  the  United  States :  that  is  to  say,  a  simi- 
lar state  of  society  had  produced,  in  a  certain  degree, 
similar  manners. 

The  Kentuckians  inhabited  a  fertile  country,  with  few 
large  towns  or  manufactories ;  they  had  therefore  both 
leisure  and  abundance,  as  far  as  the  necessaries  of  life 
went:  they  were  consequently  disposed  to  conviviality 
and  social  intercourse ;  and  as  the  arts  were  little  under- 
stood, and  the  refinements  of  literature  and  science  un- 
known, their  board  was  seldom  spread  by  the  graces,  or 
their  festivity  restricted  within  the  boundaries  of  temper- 
ance. They  were  in  fact  hospitable  and  open-hearted, 
but  boisterous,  and  addicted  to  those  vulgar,  and  even 
brutal  amusements,  which  were  once  common  in  Vir- 
ginia, and  have  been  common  in  all  countries,  as  long  as 
man  knew  no  pleasure  more  refined,  than  the  alternate 
excitements  and  dissipation  of  his  animal  spirits,  by  feats 
of  physical  strength  and  coarse  debauchery. 

To  a  certain  extent  therefore,  there  were  points  of 
similitude  betv/ixt  the  Kentucky  farmers  and  the  Irish 
gentry,  but  there  was  always  this  point  of  distinction ;  in 
Kentucky,  leisure  and  abundance  belonged  to  every  man 
who  would  work  for  them  ;  in  Ireland,  they  appertained 
only  to  the  few  for  whom  the  many  worked. 

Kentucky  has  of  late  years  become  a  manufacturing 
state  :  towns  have  grown  up  rapidly,  and  the  luxuries  of 
social  intericourse  are  scarcely  less  understood  in  Lexing- 
ton than  in  New  York :  manners  must  therefore  have  un- 
dergone a  considerable  change,  and  those  peculiarities 
of  character,  which  were  once  supposed  to  mark  Ken- 
tuckians, must  probably  now  be  sought  among  the  more 
recent  inhabitants  of  Tennessee  or  Indiana.  It  may  safe- 
ly be  affirmed,  that  between  the  Alleghanies  and  the  Blis- 
souri,  every  degree  of  civilization  is  to  be  met  with 
which  shades  the  character  of  social  man,  from  a  state 
of  considerable  luxury  and  refinement,  until  on  the  very 
Verge  of  the  pale,  he  almost  ceases  to  be  gregarious, 
and  attaches  himself  to  a  life  of  savage  independence. 
There  are  settlers,  if  they  may  be  so  called,  who  are 
continually  pushing  forward,  abandoning  their  recent  im- 
provements as  fast  as  neighbourhood  overtakes  them,  and 
plunging  deeper  into  primeval  wildernesses.     Mr.  Boon, 
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is  a  person  of  this  (iescription  ;  he  explored  Kentucky  ia 
1700;  8Mu-.«'  thid  penoii,  he  has  cuii^^t.uitly  tortned  the 
advanced  patrole  of  civilization,  until  he  is  now,  1  be- 
lieve, on  the  Missouri.  It  is  a  maxim  with  him,  that  a 
country  is  too  lliirkly  peopled,  as  soon  as  he  cannot  fall 
a  tree  from  the  forest   into   his  own  inclosure. 

It  seems  a  very  sisnple  process  to  ^o  ami  settle  in  a  fer- 
tile country,  where  land  may  he  procured  for  two  dollar! 
the  acre  ;  a  tijiance,  however,  over  an  uncleared,  and  hea- 
vily-tim'>ered  tr.ict,  is  sufficient,  uot  oidy  to  correct  our 
notions  of  the  facility  of  the  enterprize,  but  to  render  it 
asitonijiliinji  thit  men  are  founil  sufficiently  venturesome 
and  enilurir\ir  to  und.rtake  the  task.  The  st<»utt'st  la- 
bourer niiijht  well  shrink  at  the  prospect,  l.ut  hope  and 
freeilom  brace  l>oth  soul  and  sinews.  The  manner  ia 
Avhich  the  yojti^  atlventiirer  sets  out  upon  his  piltjrim  ii^e, 
his  l)een  aire  idy  ^lescriUed  in  livelier  colours  than  muie. 
There  is  someihing  almost  poelicd  in  the  confulence  and 
hardihood  of  such  urulertakini^s,  and  1  have  heard  a  kind  of 
ballad-son)^,  which  turns  upon  them,  with  some  such 
burthen  as  this  : 

"  'Tis  you  can  reap  and  mow,  love, 
And  I  can  «;pio.  and  sew. 
And  vveMI  setiU-  on  the  banks  of 
The  pleai>ant  Ohio," 

How  these  adventurers  liave  thriven  is  well  known;  Ken- 
tucky, first  settleil  in  177.3,  in  179"2  had  a  population  esti- 
mated at  100.000,  and  by  the  ceusjs  of  1810,  at  406.51!. 
Morse  reckons  the  whole  popuU'ion  of  the  Western  terri- 
tory in  1790,  at  COOO.  Acconlin^  to  the  census  of  1810, 
Ohio  alone  contained  227,843.  Tennessee  2t}  1,227  ;  and 
the  other  territories  about  1 18  000  ;  making  an  increase  of 
100  fold  in  20  years.  This  rr«le  is  prodigious,  even  when 
Com;)ared  will)  the  most  thriviui^  of  the  Atlanlick  Slates. 
The  population  of  New  York,  was  in 

17.S6  -  -  97,')')0 

1780  -  -  23^».000 

1805  -  -  380,000 

1810  -  -  900,000 

Averaging  an  increase  of  about  twenty-four  fold  in  forty 
years,     la  most  of  the  New  Euglaud  Slates,  the  increase 
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is  extremely  small :  so  that  they  seem  to  have  nearly  at- 
tained the  amount  of  population  their  soil  will  support 
with  ease  and  comfort.     Connecticut  contained  in 

1756         -         -         130.611    inhabitants 

1774         -         -         198,000 

1782         -         -         203,000 

1805  -         -         232,000 

1810  -  -  262,000 
It  may  be  supposed  that  with  such  an  extraordinary 
growth,  the  demand  for  labour  through  the  Western 
States  is  very  great :  even  in  Upper  Canada  the  want  of 
mechanicks  and  artificers  is  severely  felt.  The  cause  is 
easily  assigned.  Whenever  great  facilities  exist  for  be- 
coming a  land-owner,  men  will  unwillingly  submit  to  the 
drudgery  of  menial  or  mechanical  occupations,  or  at  least 
submit  to  them  so  long  only,  as  will  afford  them  the 
means  of  taking  up  what  they  will  consider  a  preferable 
mode  of  life.  Wages  are  therefore  very  high  through  the 
whole  of  the  continent ;  in  the  new  States  from  the  natu- 
ral scarcity  of  labour,  in  the  old,  from  the  competition  of 
the  new.  I  saw  the  following  terms  offered  to  journey- 
men tailors  in  a  Knoxville  newspaper  :  three  dollars  for 
making  a  coat ;  one  for  each  job ;  their  board  and  lodging 
found  them,  and  certain  employment  for  one  year.  Knox- 
ville is  the  capital  of  East  Tennessee. 

The  views  and  feelings  of  the  Western  States  are  natu- 
rally influenced  by  their  local  position.  All  their  streams, 
the  Ohio,  the  Wabash,  the  Miami,  the  Kanhawa,  and  the 
Monongahela,  discharge  themselves  finally  into  the  Mis- 
sissippi ;  the  Missouri  coming  from  the  opposite  direction, 
finds  the  same  vent.  The  inhabitants  look  therefore  to 
the  gulph  of  Mexico,  as  the  natural  outlet  of  their  com- 
merce ;  to  them  the  Atlantick  States  are  the  back  coun- 
try. What  changes  this  feeling  may  eventually  work  in 
the  Union,  it  is  now  useless  to  inquire,  but  it  seems  evi- 
dent, that  at  no  distant  date,  the  Western  States  will 
have  far  outgrown  their  neighbours  in  power  and  popula- 
tion. 

Already,  the  anticipating  glance  of  ambition  surveys  an 
ample  field;  the  whole  continent  is  fiarcelled  out.  Be- 
sides Indiana,  the  Mississippi,  the  Illinois,  the  Michigan, 
and  the  North-west  territories,  equal  in  extent  to  four 
Eaglands,  the  Missouri  territory  is  thus  described  in  the 
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American  "  Traveller's  Directory  :"  "  Boundaries — On 
the  north,  unsettled  couiilry  ;  south,  Louisiana,  and  Gulf 
of  Mexico;  east,  Upper  Canada,  North-west  territory,  Illi- 
nois territory,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Mississippi  territory, 
and  Louisiana  :  west,  the  Paritick  Ocean,  and  soulh-west 
the  Spanish  infernal  provinces.  Extent  from  north  to 
touth,  about  13H0  miles;  from  east  to  west,  ahout  1080 
miles.  Area,  ahout  1,580,000  square  miles."  The  po[)u- 
lation  19  as  yet  something  inadequate,  heing  only  21,000. 
It  is  curious  to  observe,  for  how  much,  or  rather  for  how 
little,  the  rights  of  the  real  proprietors  of  the  soil,  the  In- 
dians, count  in  these  convenient  distributions.  They  are 
in  fact  considerrd  as  a  race  of  wild  animals,  not  less  inju- 
rious to  settlement  and  cultivation  than  wolves  and 
bears  ;  but  too  strong,  or  too  cunning  to  be  exterminated 
exactly  in  the  same  way.  Their  tinal  extinction,  how- 
ever, is  not  less  certain.  Then  will  the  Queen  of  the 
Paci6ck  ascend  the  throne  of  undisputed  empire,  "  ct  vie- 
trix  dmninabilur  Orbi.''' 


No.    IIL 

OF   THE    AMERICAN  GOVERNMENT. 

"  The  United  States,  despairing  of  producing  good  manners,  or  a  regard 
for  private  duties,  by  infusing  into  iiovernment  tlie  strongest  Folicltations  to 
disregard  piiblick  duties ;  endeavour  lo  secure  the  morality  of  governojent, 
as  the  hesi  security  against  the  licentioti<ness  of  the  people.  They  forbear 
to  excite  ambition  and  avarice  by  hereditary  orders,  or  separate  interests; 
and  provide  against  botii,  by  election,  rehpoosibility.  and  division  of  power. 
They  exclude  the  vicious  moral  (Qualities,  fear,  and  superstition,  as  elemeati 
of  government  ;  and  -elect  for  its  b-.isis.  the  most  perfect  moral  quality  of 
human  nature."—  Yn  Itopiiry  into  the  PrimipUs  and  Policy  (if  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  Stutts.  by  John  Tuylor,  rir^mta.* 


*  I  am  much  ind«'htpd  to  this  able  expositor  of  Repuf)liran 
principles,  for  the  information  he  has  aflbrdtd  me  on  the  Ame- 
rican Government ;  were  his  n»anncr  equal  to  his  matter,  his 
*'  Inquiry"  could  not  but  produce  a  sensihie  effect  on  the 
science  of  politicks  ;  a.s  it  is,  the  strength  and  originality  of  his 
intellect  amply  reward  the  labour  of  a  perusal. 


284  APPENDIX. 


INTRODUCTION. 

1  HE  observations  I  am  about  to  offer  on  the  American 
Government  refer  less  to  its  forms  and  details,  which  are 
sufiBciently  understood,  than  to  its  principles,  and  to  the 
essentia)  points  of  difference  betwixt  it  and  all  existing 
governments.  In  considering  these,  I  shall  endeavour  to 
foliow  the  route  traced  by  the  Americans  themselves,  by 
bei^inning  with  general  principles,  and  thence  deducing 
the  constituent  elements  of  their  polity  ;  preserving 
throughout,  the  line  of  argument  adopted  by  what  if 
termed  the  Demorratick  pnrty,  in  opposition  to  the  Fe- 
deralists, some  of  whom  hold  principles  widely  different. 

SECTION  I. 

OF  NATIONAL  SOVEREIGNTY. 

Individual  advantage  is  the  object  for  which  men 
unite  in  society,  and  sacrifice  a  portion  of  individual 
liberty.  Government  is  compounded  of  the  portions  so 
sacrificed. 

The  purport  of  its  creation  is  to  guarantee  the  aggre- 
gate of  these  individual  advantages  which  constitute  the 
publick  good.  But  although  almost  all  governments  con- 
fess this  ernt  of  their  being,  yet  having  been  founded,  not 
upon  a  recognition  of  the  principle,  but  upon  the  usurpa- 
tion of  some,  and  the  weakness  of  others,  the  publick  good 
has  been  almost  invariably  resolved  into  the  good  of  one 
man,  denominated  a  king  or  eraperour,  or  of  a  few  deno- 
minated nobles,  and  privileged  classes.  The  Americans 
^ad  the  singular  advantage  of  being  called  upon  to  build 
up  a  frame  of  government,  "  ab  initio,''^  so  that  no  reason 
could  exist  for  legitimating  an  abuse,  merely  because  it 
was  established.  They  were  called  upon  too,  at  a  period, 
when  men's  minds  were  thoroughly  imbued  both  with  a 
knowledge  of  the  principle,  and  with  a  deep  sense  of  the 
calamities  which  a  neglect  of  it  had  inflicted  on  the  world. 
They  therefore  considered  it  as  the  key-stone  and  cement 
of  their  social  edifice. 
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The  end  and  purpose  of  government  having  thus  been 
agreed  upon,  llic  question  naturdlly  art-s*-  ol  how  this  end 
'v^as  to  be  obtaintMl  /  litre  a  previous  cojisidi  ration  be- 
came necessary  ;  namely,  upon  what  basis  goverumeote 
had  been  an«i  sbouid  be  er((-le<l. 

All  governments  evidently  depended  upon  power,  and 
all  pretended  a  right  to  the  power  I  bey  exercised.  The 
origin  h(»wever  of  this  rigbt  was  variously  asserted,  and 
derive<l  from  a  variety  of  sources;  fi.metimes  it  vai 
heaven-born;  sometimes  an  inheritance;  now  a  prescrip- 
tion ;  now  a  contract  betwixt  the  government  and  the 
people. 

As  the  American  constitution  acknowledges  none  of 
these  derivations,  it  is  necessary  \o  give  each  of  them  a 
brief  consideration,  both  to  mark  this  point  «>f  <listiiictioQ, 
betwixt  it  and  other  governments,  and  also  to  be  able 
more  safely  to  determine,  to  which  parly  most  essentially 
belongs  the  invaluHl)le  attribute   of  political  justice. 

Ist. — The  plea  of  some  men  to  a  Divine  right  to  go- 
vern others,  has  antiquity  on  its  side  :  it  seems  to  have 
been  successfully  resorted  to  by  the  governing  classes  in 
the  kingdoms  of  early  Greece.  Almost  all  their  heroes 
and  cbiefcaitis  claimed  kindfcd  with  Jupiter,  and  were 
rectilinear  dtscemlants  from  Hercules  and  Theseus. 
Claims  so  exalted,  were  however,  to  be  supported  by  a 
superiority  of  mental  and  bodily  endownienls.  in  some 
degree  commensurate ;  so  that  the  sturdy  warriours.  who 
led  the  van  of  the  tight,  and  I'ore  the  tempest  of  battle  on 
shields,  which  the  less  practised  sireiigih  of  Iht  ir  follow- 
ers was  inadequate  to  wield,  miirbl  exclaim,  [»robably 
with  as  much  truth  as  vanity  ; 

Paganism  was.  h(»wever,  tiK)  lax  a  systi  m.  and  the  ten- 
dency of  the  Greeks  to  freedom  and  knowledge  too 
strong,  for  tlivine  right  long  to  maintain  an  ascendancy 
over  them:  it  was  biirietl  wiih  the  Heraclida^.  and  would 
probal)ly  have  been  forgotten  \y\\\\  onu  Ics  and  omens,  had 
not  the  early  (/hrislian  cbureh  borrowed  a  similar  notion 
from  (he  Jewish  dispensaiioiis,  and  employed  it  ns  an  in- 
strument to  perlect   an   alliance    with    civil   government  : 
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to  aid  the  usurpations  of  which,  the  Ciersry,  in  considera- 
tion of  value  received,  lent  that  Right  Divine,  which  in 
their  own  hand  proved  so  eflicacious  an  instrument  of 
subjugation. 

As  long,  however,  as  the  Feudal  system  hehl  its  ma- 
turitj' of  strength,  the  doctrine  of  Divine  Right  seems  to 
have  had  but  a  vague  and  [)artial  effect  on  the  military 
Aristocracies  which  frequently  usurped  and  concentrated 
the  wiiole  |)owers  of  government.* 

It  was  not  until  these  were  broken  up,  that  we  find  it 
assuming  an  important  rank  among  political  principles. 

In  England,  it  attained  the  zenith  of  its  influence  under 
the  Stuarts;  but  exposed  and  confounded  by  philosophy, 
it  grew  out  of  vogue  at  the  period  of  the  Revolution;  so 
that  it  seems  to  have  been  pretty  generally  laid  by 
among  the  antiquated  notions  of  past  generations  ;  with 
this  exception,  however,  in  its  favour,  that  it  should  be 
again  brought  forward  whenever  a  period  of  political  de- 
lusion should  favour  its  resurrection ;  for  though  it  bears 
its  native  absurdity  somewhat  ostentatiously  on  its  front, 
it  is  a  natural  favourite  with  politicians,  both  on  ac- 
count of  the  ingenious  manner,  in  which  it  confounds  the 
intelligible  with  the  mysterious,  the  cause  of  bad  men, 
with  that  of  a  benevolent  Deity;  and  also  from  its  ines- 
timable quality,  of  rendering  reason  superfluous. 

2.  A  right  of  inheritance  in  some  men  to  govern  others, 
may  be  thus  expressed  ;  "  My  father  governed  your  father  ; 
therefore,  I  have  a  right  to  govern  you." 

A  formula  which  carries  little  more  authority  with  it, 
than  if  one  should  say,  "  My  father  murdered  your  fa- 
ther, therefore  I  have  a  right  to  murder  you."  The  sim- 
ple existence  of  the  fact  confers  no  right.  Admit  the 
right  in  the  terms  of  the  proposition,  and  it  will  stand 
thus ;  "  My  father  had  a  right  to  govern  your  father, 
therefore  I  have  a  right  to  govern  you  :"  that  is,  you 
inherit  your  father's  rights  to  govern  my  father; — grant- 
ed ;  but  you  cannot  claim  as  an   inheritance,  that  which 

*  The  honest  Bishop  of  Carlisle's  speech  against  the  depo- 
sition of  Richard  11.  seems  to  be  a  fair  statement  of  this  doc- 
trine, as  maintained  by  chiirchraeu;  while  the  event  shew  how 
little  it  was  able  to  influence  the  lay  nobility. 
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▼our  father  (Vul  no!  possess,  namely,  a  right  to  govern  mt-. 
who  was  not  then  born. 

This  im()crtVct  analo^jv,  however,  belwixl  the  inheri- 
tance of  |)ro|)erly,  and  that  of  power ;  a  peri)etiial  inac- 
curacy with  rei^aril  to  the  ineanini;  of  ?uc.h  words  as 
Crown,  Government,  and  KIngilom,  (an  inaccuracy  to  be 
expectetl  in  times  and  persons  little  accustomed  to  con- 
sider the  import  of  abstract  terms)  loi^Uher  with  a  na- 
tural propensity  in  the  human  mind  to  regard  that  which 
is,  as  that  which  shouhl  be,  have  patched  up  the  idol 
of  Legitimacy,  or  Hereditary  Ki^ht ;  an  absurdity  of  the 
same  character  with  Divine  Riirht,  but  more  likely  to 
keep  its  footing;  in  an  enlijjjbtcned  ajre,  becaiiPe  it  claims 
an  alliance  with  that  reason,  wliich  the  former  religious- 
ly discards. 

3.  Custom  has  been  allowed  in  certain  cases  to  confer 
right;  is  it  therefore  in  itself  rij^hf,  or  does  it  become  so 
from  certain  associations  ? 

It  is  clearly  not  riiilit  in  itself,  because  customs  may 
be  absurd,  iidumian,  or  impious. 

That  it  sometimea  becomes  right,  seems  equally  indis- 
putable. 

By  what  rule,  therefore,  must  Custom  be  trietl  to  dis- 
cover in  it  the  quality  of  right  ? — Why  is  any  custom  ab- 
surd, or  inhuman  ?  Because  by  militating  against  reason 
or  humanity,  it  produces  evil,  instead  of  goo<l. 

Here  then  we  perceive  a  standard,  by  which  custom 
may  be  tried  ;  that  of  Utility. 

Prescriptive  rights  to  power  must  be  e^xamied  there- 
fore by  thia  rule;  but  if  it  be  essential  to  their  approval, 
that  they  should  be  so  examined,  iheir  authority  rests  on 
another  basis  than  that  of  prescription,  namely,  lliat  of 
Utility. 

Since  therefore.  Prescription  requires  the  sanction  of 
Utility  to  become  right,  by  itself  il  conveys   no  right. 

4.  It  was  probaltiy  the  evident  iijadequacy  of  these 
sanctions,  which  gave  rise  to  the  supposition  of  a  Con- 
tract betwixt  the  government  and  the  people,  which  was 
80  far  a  tribute  paid  to  the  more  enlightetjed  notions  of 
mankind  on  this  sutjjeet.  I  proceed  to  consider  the  vali- 
dity of  such  a  contract. 

A  contract  is  an  agreement  !>etwixt  two  parlie;*  to  do. 
or  forbear  certain  things. 
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The  validity  of  a  contract  depends.  1st,  on  the  right 
of  the  parties  to  enter  into  it ;  and  this  depends  on  the 
right  they  have  previously  over  the  subject-matter  of  the 
contract;  for  if  they  have  no  such  right,  the  contract 
has  no  more  validity  than  an  agreement  betwixt  two 
thieves,  to  divide  the  property  of  an  honest  man. 

2d.  On  the  ability  of  the  parties  to  perform  it.  Without 
such  ability,  it  is  equivalent  to  an  agreement  to  cut  up 
the  moon  in  quarters;  it  is  an  absarxiity.* 

How  far  does  a  Contract  betwixt  a  government  and  a 
nation  answer  to  these  conditions  ? 

If  a  ri^ht  to  power  be  derived  from  a  Contract,  it  did 
not  exist  previous  to  that  Contract :  but   the  government 

A,  consisting  of  one,  or  of  tifty  persons,  contracts  with 
the  nation  B,  consisting  of  5,000,000;  therefore  A  has 
as  much  right  to  govern  B,  as  B  has  to  govern  A ;  but 
by  the  hypothesis,  A  contracts  to  obtain  this  right,  there- 
fore A  did  not  previously  possess  it,  and  was  not  in  a 
condition  to  contract. 

Again,  the  validity  of  a  contract  depends  on  the  ability 
of  the  contracting  parties  to  fulfil  it :  .If,  however,  A  and 
•B,  have  not  both  a  right  to  power,  it  must   be  lodged  in 

B,  since  ^  is  to  derive  it  from  B;  then  either  B  has 
both  the  right  and  the  power,  or  B  has  the  right  and  A 
the  power.  In  the  former  case,  B  is  dependant  on  A, 
and  must  necessarily  want  ability  to  fulfil  the  contract. 
In  the  latter  case,  the  ability  is  wanting  to  B,  so  that 
a  fair  contract  is  impossible.! 

Admit,  however,  that  a  contract  could  be  framed,  bind- 
ing on  the  contracting,  or  supposed  contracting  parties 
themselves;  by   what  rule  could   these  pretend   to  bind 

*  If  the  parties  are  conscious  of  their  inability,  the  contract 
is  fraudulent,  if  UDcooscious,  they  are  *' quoad  hoc,^*  no  better 
than  idiots. 

t  However  hypothetical  this  statement  may  appear,  it  is 
strictly  conformable  to  experience. 

History  offers  us  no  example  of  a  contract,  in  the  fair  sense 
of  the  word,  betwixt  a  government  and  a  nation. 

In  civil  contests,  the  prevailing  party  has  imposed  terms  on 
the  other,  more  or  less  severe,  more  or  less  advantageous,  in 
proportion  to  the  magnitude  of  the  triumph,  or  the  surviving 
means  of  resistance. 
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their  posterity  /  Grant  thai  my  ancestors  could,  and  tlid 
le;;ally  tlelivir  Iht  ins?i'U ts  iiilu  boiuhige  to  yours,  could 
Ihey  Ihertlort!  deliver  cue  to  you  ;  the  unhoru  to  the  un- 
born /  Whatever  rij;hl  lliey  had  to  contract  for  them- 
selves, the  same  must   i  have  to  conti;tct  for  mjsell". 

bhould  the  analoiiy  of  ttblauunlary  liisjiobitions  and 
entails  he  aililuced  lo  sii|>|iort  the  rijihl  ol"  existing  Bocie- 
ties  to  bind  their  descemlanls,  it  m  y  be  answered,  that 
post-obit  dispositions  of  every  kind  are  creations  of  so- 
cit'ty. 

Ill  a  state  of  nature,  the  rights  of  each  individual  die 
with  him  ;  uncler  tlie  social  system,  iluy  are  prolonged,  not 
surely  tor  his  os^n  advantage  (lor  it  wouKi  be  a  little  ab- 
surd to  8Up|Mise  all  the  present  inhabitants  of  tiie  earth, 
mert^ly  usufructUHries  for  liit'  beuelil  of  tlieir  deceased  an- 
cestors) bul  for  ihe  gent  ral  gtKxI. 

We  are  tiius  conductetl  to  a  right  dtductd,  not  from 
Contract,  hut  Utility. 

The  Americans,  rejecting  therefore  these  fantnstick 
bas»'S  of  govennntnt,  perceived  Cli»r»  was  one  Rit^ht  upon 
which  no  rpieHtion  could  be  raised,  namely,  the  Hight  of 
each  individual  to  bestow  that   which  belonged  to  him. 

Kach  individual,  as  has  l>een  ol. served,  sacrifices,  on 
entering  into  society,  a  certain  portion  of  his  freedom, 
that  is.  of  his  ahsolule  anil  uiiiiinited  right  over  his  owa 
pers«ui  and  property.  But  these  portions  so  sacr'ficed, 
are  not  lost,  nor  to  be  made  an  appanage  for  the  stroiiiiest; 
but  they  constitute  a  general  stock  of  national  power  to 
be  usetl  for  the   piildick  good. 

The  Right  of  distrihution  resides  in  the  nation,  because 
national  power  is  a  property  incapable  of  being  transfer- 
red to  intlividuals;  and  this  Right  constitutes  National 
Sovereignty,  the  only  legilimale  origin  of  government. 
"  For  the  ancient  species  of  compact,"  says  31r.  Taylor, 
p.  425.  "  our  policy  has  substituted  a  chain  of  subordina- 
tion suspended  from  its  principfc  of  the  right  of  self-go- 
vernment. Our  political  sovereignty  is  the  Grst  link,  and 
our  government  the  second.'* 
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SECTION  II. 

OF  THE  SYSTEM  OF  ORDERS. 

The  Americans  having,  by  means  of  Conventions, 
given  life  to  the  principle  of  National  Sovereignty,  pro- 
ceeiled  to  consider  what  form  of  government  would  be 
most  in  unison  with  it. 

They  had  the  light  of  ages  to  guide  them  in  their  se- 
lection ;  and  the  result  of  it  will  instruct  us  to  what  (pur- 
pose they  employed  the  means  within  their  grasp;  how 
far  they  are  to  be  consi<iered  as  servile  imitators  of  Euro- 
pean institutions,  and  how  far  they  have  enlarged  the 
limits  of  political  science. 

The  three  simple  forms  of  government  had  been  so 
generally  felt,  and  pronounced  to  be  evil,  that  there  was 
never  a  question  of  them  in  America. 

The  comoound  torm  however,  or  system  of  Orders, 
was  so  far  from  being  included  in  this  sentence,  that  it  is 
generally  regarded  in  other  countries,  and  even  by  a 
sm^ll  but  respectable  party  in  America,  as  the  Archetype 
of  their  own  government.  Mr.  Adams'  "  Defence," 
seems  to  have  been  written  for  the  express  purpose  of 
proving  that  this  either  was,  or  ought  to  be,  the  case  ; 
and  the  Fpderalists  are,  for  the  most  part,  followers  of 
the  same  doctrine. 

The  question  therefore  demands  examination. 

Tf  both  the  fundamental  principles,  and  experimental 
eff'^^-ts  of  this  system  are  wholly  different  from  those  of 
the  Am^^rican  policy,  it  would  be  absurd  to  insist  upon 
their  beinor  copies  one  of  the  other. 

Thp  opcuHar  merit  of  the  system  of  Orders,  or  Estates, 
is  admitted  to  consist  in  the  eqjiilibrium  maintained  among 
them,  each  acting  as  a,  check  upon  the  other. 

The  means  by  which  this  effect  is  produced,  are  also 
admitted  to  be  jealousy,  and  a  balance  of  power. 

The  residt  is  asserted  to  be  the  greatest  political  hap- 
piness of  which  mankind  are  capable. 

Political  theories  are  objects  of  ridicule  to  practical 
politicians,  yet  Plato's  republick  would  seem  the  vulgarest 
matter  of  fact,  if  compared  with  the  system  of  Orders, 
as  laid  down  in  theory. 
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Tbree  Estates  or  Orders,  naturally  liostile,  anil  equal  in 
power,  are  lo  We  held,  lilie  the  As*s  in  the  Fahle,  or  Ma- 
homet's Cotfin,  in  a  stale  of  |'er[)etual  neutrality,  hy  the 
oj)erali()n  of  the  evil   moral  (ju.ilily,  jealousy  ! 

I  know  of  n()thin<r  \>ith  which  to  compare  such  an  in- 
genious piece  of  moral  mechanism,  except  the  celehraletl 
dagger  scene  in  Tiie  Critick.  Were  experience  hijwev- 
cr  in  its  favour,  its  theoretical  eflQgy  wouUi  he  unimpor- 
tant; hut  the  deep  atul  soher  warning  of  history  flatly 
contradicts  its  pretensions. 

History  tells  us,  that  the  three  ingredients  of  the  com- 
pound >t()narchy.  Aristocracy,  and  Democracy,  alike  nox- 
ious when  single,  have  exhibited  the  same  deleterious  quali- 
ties und»'r  every  form  of  comhination  ;  and  that  so  far 
from  havini!:  e\er  heen  held  in  equilibrium  one  hy  ano- 
ther, the  moment  of  their  api-roximation  to  a  balance  ha» 
ever  been  the  signal  for  civil  wars,  teririinating  in  a  fu- 
sion of  the  whole  compound  into  one  mass  of  anarchy,  or 
despotism. 

Aristocracy  and  Democracy  were  the  |)revailing  forms 
of  Grecian  polity.  Tlie  repeated  struggles  of  the  two 
factious,  throuiihout  Greece  generally,  and  in  each  |)ar- 
ticular  cily,  denote  at  least  an  approxim  dion  to  a  balance, 
since  neither  party  could  compleltiy  prexail  over  the 
other;  but  did  they  therefore  preserve  tranquillity  and 
freedom  ?  Did  they  not,  on  the  contrary,  deliver  the  no- 
blest race  of  men  ih.U  ever  existed,  into  the  benumbing 
embrace  (f  abstdnte  pt»wer  .' 

We  have  little  certain  knowledge  of  the  early  Mo- 
narchy of  Rome,  lis  lineaments,  however,  exhibit  some 
traces  of  a  system  of  Orders,  consisting  of  a  King,  Senate, 
and  People. 

It  lasted  until  the  king  felt  himself  strong  enough  to 
oppress,  and  the  people  to  resist ;  when  each  parly  had 
recourse  to  arms,  and  the  contest  was  so  far  tloubtful,  that 
the  existence  of  the  republick  was  Jeopardized. 

The  government  afterwards  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
Senate,  with  their  relations  and  connexions,  the  Patri- 
cians, who  probably  at  this  period  constituted  an  Aristo- 
cracy, according  to  the  original  sense  of  the  word. 

As  the  Plebeians  grew  sensible  of  their  own  weight- 
they  put  themselves  into  competition  with  the  Patricians, 
for  the  purpose  of  opening  their  monopoly  of  dignities, 
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and    breakino'   dowu  their  accumulatiou  of  property,   by 
means  of  the  Agrarian  Law. 

The  fate  of  all  those  who  attempted  this  measure, 
notwithstanding  their  talents  and  popularity,  clearly 
proves,  that  the  aristocratical  party,  notwithstanding  its 
occasional  concessions,  still  maintained  an  ascendancy, 
which  could    be  levelled  only    by  civil  war. 

iVIarius  was  the  first  Plebeian  consul;  thenceforth  the 
contest  seems  equal,  the  result  was  slavery  to  all. 

We  read  over  a^ain  the  history  of  Greece  in  that  of 
the  Italian  republicks.  The  nobles  and  people  were  so 
far  balanced,  that  neither  could,  entirely,  put  down  the 
other.  In  their  towns,  the  body  of  the  citizens  pre- 
vailed ;  the  exiled  or  defeated  nobles  took  refuge  in  their 
castles,  among  their  vassals;  devastated  the  country, 
united  with  foreign  powers,  and  thus  recovered  their  lost 
ground  ;  but  the  restoration  of  the  equilibrium  never  res- 
tored freedom.  The  result  was  the  establishment  of  a 
tyrant,  of  one  party  or  the  other.  His  reign  in  some 
degree  set  up  the  system  of  Orders,  which  lasted  until  it 
approached  an  equilibrium,  by  the  awakening  of  the  peo- 
ple to  a  sense  of  their  oppression  and  strength,  when  the 
edifice  tumbled  to  ruin. 

The  institutions  of  modern  European  governments  are 
all  of  Feudal  origin,  changed  and  modified  by  time  and 
accident. 

The  Feudal  system  is  itself  a  curious  illustration  of  the 
effect  of  Orders  in  government.  It  prevailed  generally 
through  Europe  from  the  dissolution  of  the  Roman  em- 
pire almost  to  our  own  times ;  it  ha<l  therefore  some 
princi[)le  of  durability  :  but  its  dissolution  has  constantly 
taken  place  at  the  moment  the  equilibrium  of  Orders 
seemed  established. 

In  its  infancy,  as  in  its  old  age,  it  consisted  of  three 
estates,  a  King,  a  Nobility,  and  the   free  Tenants. 

During  several  centuries,  the  power  of  the  Kings  and 
People  was  dust  in  the  balance,  against  that  of  the  No- 
bility :  alienation  destroyed  the  power  of  the  great  vas- 
sals, while  that  of  the  Crown  continued  to  increase,  at 
the  expense  of  those  who  had  formerly  overawed  it,  un- 
til in  France  under  the  Bourbons,  in  Spain  under 
Charles  V.  and  his  successors,  in  England  under  the 
Tudors   and   Stuarts,  it  elevated  itself  above  both  the 
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Nobles  and  People,  the  latter  of  whom  it  employtd  af 
the  inslruineiil  of  \\»  flevatiiui,  lorcina:  the  ikgradtil  no- 
bility into  the  rank  of  courtiers  ami  «lejien<lant8. 

During  these  changes,  ih**  ciwulition  of  the  peo()le 
changed  also;  they  rose  rapitlly  iiil«»  iinnorlance,  so  that 
by  the  lime  the  Crown  had  conipleleil  its  lriiim[)h  over 
the  Barons,  tiiey  stood  upon  the  iiroiind  of  equality  with 
it.  But  the  wheel  ilid  not  j»i«m»-  The  Ortlers  tliut 
equalized,  did  not  remain  sus,  ended  iu  an  equilibrium 
of  everlasiing  inactiviiy  :  in  klniiland,  where  the  pro- 
gress of  events  had  been  m»>!*i  rapid,  a  ci\il  war  en- 
sued, and  it  would  be  dltVuudt  lo  discover  «ny  thing  re- 
semiiling  a  balance  of  Urilers  from  this  perio<l  to  that  of 
the   Revolution. 

In  France  the  same  etleel^  were  produced  more  slow- 
ly ;  there  was  no  mention  ol  a  l»alanee  of  orders  under 
Louis  XIV.  or  W.;  I  ut  an  apiiruximation  towards  it 
appeared  under  their  unfortunate  successor;  we  know  the 
result  was  any  thing  but  the  so  much  celebrated  repose 
of  mutual  jealousy. 

'J' here  is  another  and  more  important  period  to  be  ex- 
amined ;  that  of  the  present  generation.  If  we  can  now 
discover  tran(piiliity  ami  happiness  resulting  from  a 
balance  of  Orders,  the  Americans  may  mistrust  their  con- 
stitution,  ami  leave  the  Federalists  to  interpret  it. 

Power  follows  wealth;  where  one  is,  there  will  the 
other  be  also.  'I'he  Feudal  Aristocracy  rested  upon  the 
solid  foundation  of  property ;  with  the  church,  it  diviiled 
the  wealth  as  well  as  the  power  of  Europe.  The  power 
of  the  Crown,  which  succeeile<l  it,  did  not  rest  precisely 
upon  the  same  basis.  Alienation  and  commerce,  which 
had  impoverished  the  Barons,  had  enriched  the  Comnjons 
in  the  «ame  proi»oriion,  but  the  change  hatl  been  gra«lual, 
and  habits  of  submis)sion  continind  to  give  the  Crown 
advantages  not  naturally  beloniiing  to  it;  it  is  therefore 
simple  enough  thai  it  sh»»nhl  have  ac(piired  an  immense 
accession  of  power  in  this  interval  ol  Baronial  weakness, 
and  popular  ignor.mce  ;  but  to  recover  the  same  or  even 
a  still  ureater  degree  after  the  |»e«)ple  had  both  felt  aiul 
used  their  strenglh.  wa*  a  process  more  complicated;  its 
consider  tion  involves  the  question  of  the  balance,  as  at 
present  existing. 
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When  Buonaparte  assumed  a  place  aniong  tlie  legili- 
mate  sovereigns  of  Eurojie,  he  readily  perceived,  that 
notwithstantling  his  immense  military  t^orce,  there  would 
be  no  stability  in  the  imi)eriHl  throne,  unless  he  could 
sjcceed  in  raisina;  such  a  countervailing  power  to  that  of 
the  people,  as  existed  under  the  ancient  regime.  The 
attempt  was  ra  ide  under  a  partial  and  narrow  view  of 
circumstances  :  not  even  Buonaparte  could  create  an 
aristocracy,  which  had  been  the  work  of  events  and 
times  irrevocable.  Had  he  succeeded,  the  history  of 
France  would  have  foretold  to  him,  how  little  his  family 
would  have  profited  by  it.  He  did  not  succeed,  but 
created  a  Peerage  of  phantoms,  which  added  neither 
support  nor  lustre  to  his  throne;  slaves  in  prosperity, 
summer  flies  in  the  winter  of  his  downfall.  He  felt  this 
errour,  and  on  his  return  from  Elba  sought  to  buitd  on  a 
surer  foundation ;  but  the  real  state  of  the  question  was 
then  revealed;  it  was  this,  that  the  true  strength  of  a 
nation  resides  in  the  body  of  the  People,  and  that  govern- 
ments which  are  not  founded  upon  the  principle  of  Na- 
tional Sovereignty,  by  which  is  implied  a  right  in  the 
nation  to  choose  its  own  agents,  must  rely  for  their  sup- 
port upon  force  and  fraud.  The  People  are  never  willing 
and  knowing  victims. 

Little  need  be  said  of  France  since  the  restoration  of 
the  Bourbons :  it  is  evident  that  the  ingredients  are 
wanting  for  compounding  a  new  system  of  Estates,  it 
only  therefore  remiins  to  be  seen  what  fraud  and  force 
can  effect,  against  the  right  of  self-government.  This 
seems  acknowledged,  that  they  who  use  them,  have  as 
yet  little  confidence  in  their   weapons. 

I  proceed  to  consider  the  English  system,  regarded  by- 
Mr.  Adams,  as  the  most  perfect  exemplification  of  the 
system  of  Orders,  with  its  anti-attrition  wheels  of  mutual 
jealousy. 

"  The  constitutional  government  of  this  island,"  says 
Blackstone,  "  is  so  admirably  tempered  and  compounded, 
that  nothing  can  endanger  or  hurt  it,  but  destroying  the 
equilibrium  of  power  between  one  branch  of  the  legis- 
lature and  the  rest,"  1.  p.  51.  The  three  co-equals  are 
necessarily  equal  to  one  another;  therefore  the  House 
of  Peers  is  equal  in  power  to  the  Crown.  Power  fol- 
lows  wealth  ;  he   who   commands  the  wealth  of  others. 
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commands  the  powrr  attaclK-d  to  llr«t  wealth.  The 
King  of  En^l.Mul,  hesidts  a  ju-r.-ioiial  revenue  of  1,000,000/., 
commantia  as  niiK  li  more  aa  maintaiiis  an  army  of  nearly 
100,000  re£:;ulnr  troops  a  consiil<'ral»le  fleet,  an  im- 
mense hody  of  civil  agenU,  uith  al)inidhnre  of  pensioners* 
and  other  persons,  attached  either  hy  hope  or  ftar  to  its 
interests.  Let  the  popular  strenjrlii  he  dtdi:cte<l  from 
either  side,  and  the  two  parties  take  the  field  uilh  their 
own  resources,  would  the  contest  he  proiontied  half  an 
hour  !  Would  there  he  a  contest  .'  Shall  it  he  said  the 
parties  are  ecjual,  hecanse  the  Crown  dares  not  attempt 
the  lives  or  property  of  the  Pters  ;  I  ask,  why  dares  it 
not.'  hecausc  the  third  party  would  necessarily  take  a 
part  in  the  contest  ; — hut  this  |»rovcs  any  thing  hut  an 
equality  betwixt  the  two.* 

Is  the  House  of  Pters  ecpial  in  power  to  the  popular 
branch  of  the  constitution.^  The  power  of  a  repres^cnta- 
live  body  is  to  be  measured  by  that  of  the  represented; 
a  small  portion  only  of  the  Enitlish  people  is  represent- 
ed; yet  even  this  portion  far  exceeds,  in  the  sum  total 
of  its  property,  that  (»f  the  aristocralical  branch,  who 
bring  with  them  the  weiirht  only  of  their  individual  es- 
tates. If  in  this  condition  it  he  no  m<'»tch  for  the  Com- 
mons, much  (ess  would  it  he  felt,  if  weiiihed  against  the 
whole  strength  of  the  People,  according:  to  the  theory  of 
the  constitution,  and  according  to  the  interpretation  of  it 
by    its  admirers  in  America. 

In  France,  the  Nobility,  at  the  period  of  the  ri  volu- 
tion, far  exceeded  the  Encllsh  peerge  in  all  the  essen- 
tial qualities  of  an  aristocracy.  It  had  more  wealth, 
greater  numbers,  ampler  privileges,  and  dee[)er  preju- 
dices in  its  favour;  yet  it  v\<is  not  more  st  rsihiy  felt 
than  the  fly  on  the  bull's  horn  agi^.inst  the  power  tf  the 
People. 

It  remains  to  consi<ler  the  equilit  rium  of  jower  be- 
twixt the  Crown  and  the    People.     Whatever  the  Crown 

♦  As  long  as  the  nobiliiy  were  rraliy  fonnidaMe  to  the 
crown,  the  latter  wat(lnd  (.ver  ll  <  n?.  1 1  feld  il.tni  with  Jea- 
lou>y,  and  Fonght  every  (Kr.T«i(in  to  din:ini«h  thrir  power. 
Does  the  crown  any  longer  wafch  over,  or  se«  k  to  diniini^h 
their/iumbcr  and  influence  ?  Loes  it  create  a  '*  I  atcb  of  peers" 
for  the  sake  of  having  50  many  additional  entiuii  s  ' 
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possesses,  it  derives  from  the  People ;  there  can  there- 
fore be  no  natural  equilibrium   betwixt  them. 

When  Peter  the  Hermit  began  to  preach  the  crusades, 
there  was  nothing  like  equnlity  of  power  betwixt  him 
and  the  sm:illest  of  his  congregntions.  When  he  set 
out  for  Asia  at  the  head  of  4  or  500,000  fanaticks,  thr^re 
was  no  equilibrium  betwixt  them  and  him  :  as  long  as 
the  delusion  lasted  they  were  as  absolutely  his  instru- 
ments as  his  beads  and  staiT.  Whoever  can  substitute  his 
interest  in  my  mind,  in  the  place  of  my  own,  is  my  mas- 
ter, more  absolutely  than  if  he  held  me  in  bondage. 

It  is  this  reflection  which  must  guide  as  to  an  estimate 
of  the  comparative  strength  of  the  Crown  and  People  in 
England.  If  the  latter  can  be  induced  to  believe  their 
interest  demands  a  standing  army  ;  and  such  a  system  of 
taxation  as  shall  mortgage  the  whole  property  of  the  na- 
tion into  the  hands  of  a  few  individuals ;  it  is  quite 
clear  the  power  will  no  longer  be  in  their  hands,  but  in 
those  of  the  Crown  which  holds  the  sword,  and  in  those 
of  the  mortgagees  to  whom  their  property  is  pledged. 

The  National  Sovereignty  is  therefore  in  the  hands  of 
two  parties.  The  Crown,  and  a  new  Order  in  the  state, 
entitled  the  iMonied  Interest.  The  history  of  this  order 
is  contained  in  our  annals  from  the  time  of  Sir  Robert 
Walpole,  who  first  built  it  up  against  the  landed  or 
Tory  interest. 

It  is  natural  to  inquire,  how  an  enlightened  nation 
could  be  temjjted  into  this  act  of  political  suicide.  Many 
causes  were  combined  to  produce  it ;  the  landed  interest 
fell  into  disrepute  from  its  tory  principles ;  national  ani- 
mosities were  carefully  fostered,  to  hurry  the  people  into 
French  wars  and  German  alliances;  debt  was  the  na- 
tural consequence,  and  taxation  the  consequence  of  debt. 
Taxation  is  naturally  uni>oj)ular;  the  dullest  knave  will 
feel  through  his  pocket,  and  the  feeling  quickly  becomes 
as  general  as  the  cause  of  it :  it  was  here  thp  principle  of 
fraud  began  to  exercise  itself.  It  was  not  easy  to  per- 
suade the  payers  of  taxes  that  they  di»l  not  feel  them, 
but  it  was  attempted  and  found  possible  to  persuade 
them,  that  this  uneasy  sensation  was  like  a  rash  or  a 
boil,  the  surest  sym  >tom  of  vigorous  health;  and  when 
this  was   done,  it  was  comparatively  easy  to  go  a  step 
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further,  and  assure  them  it  wrs   not  only  a  symptom  of 
good  health,  but  actually  tht*  cause  of  it. 

We  catch  a  glimpse  of  the  C()nls  and  pulleys,  by  which 
this  raichinery  was  playj-d  off,  in  the  fifth  chapter  of 
Sterne's  posthumous  works.  He  was  em|)loyed,  he  says, 
to  write  a  pamidilet  in  defence  of  Sir  Robert  Walpide, 
and  he  thus  d. scribes  the  course  he  took.  "  I  affirmed 
that  the  hiirh  price  of  provisions  so  loudly  complained  of, 
arose  from  the  riches  and  affluence  daily  flowing  into  the 
kingdom,  under  the  auspices  (»f  our  minister.  And  that 
the  accumulation  of  tax^-s,  like  the  rising  of  rents,  was 
the  surest  token  of  a  nation's  thriving;  that  the  dearness 
of  mirkels,  with  these  new  imposts  of  government,  neces- 
sarily dou')led  industry;  and  tliat  an  increase  of  this  natu- 
ral kind  nf  inamrfictttr. ,  was  addiui:  to  the  capital  slock  of 
the  commonwealth.  I  lamented  the  fital  effects  to  be 
apprehended  from  all  these  heats.  anim(»8ites,  and  revil- 
ings,  w  hich  I  said,  /  ha<l  sood  reason  to  affirm,  were  but  a 
method  of  acting  and  instilling  treason  under  cover;  for 
that  whenever  the  minister  was  abused,  the  king  was  at- 
tacke«l. 

'^  This  book  of  mine  has  been  the  codex,  or  ars political 
of  all  the  ministerial  sycophants,  ever  since  that  era;  for 
I  have  scarcely  met  with  a  paragraph  in  any  of  the  state- 
hirelins  writers  for  many  years  past,  that  1  could  not  trace 
fairly  back  tu  my  own  code." 

The  separate  interests  created  by  debt  and  taxation, 
have  both  in  zeal  and  number,  been  powerful  auxiliaries 
of  this  system;  a  part  they  are  the  better  able  to  play 
fr'»m  their  concentration,  the  sphere  they  occupy,  and  the 
aid  of  a  venal  press.  All  these  advantages  would  proba- 
bly however,  have  been  found  insufficient,  had  there  ex- 
isted any  uneontaminated  organ  of  publick  opinion,  or 
none  so  styling  itself.  In  the  first  case,  the  good  sense 
of  the  nation  would  have  pierced  the  cloud  of  sophistry, 
and  having  discovered  the  light,  wc>uld  have  had  resolu- 
tion to  follow  it.  In  the  latter,  the  fountain  of  supply 
wo'iUl  either  have  been  choaked  by  despotism  and  Tur- 
kish darkness,  or  (which  is  more  probable)  would  have 
forcibly  worked  itself  a  n»w'  and  purer  channel. 

The  consummation  of  the  pretended  system  of  balances, 
is  to  transfer  to  the  Crown  and  Monied  Interest,  so  much 
of  the  People's  property  as  will  enrich  the  latter,  and  ena- 
38 
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ble  Ihe  former  effectually  to  protect  it  in  its  spoliations, 
The  following  extract  will  show  (bis  to  be  the  Democra- 
tick  view  of  the  system. 

"The  effect  of  opposite  interests,  one  enriched  by,  and 
governii»2;  the  otiier,  correctly  follows  its  c  luse.  One  in- 
terest is  a  tyrant,  the  other  ils  slave.  In  Britain,  one  of 
these  inten  sts  owes  to  the  other  above  ten  hundred  mil- 
lions of  pouMcls  sterling  which  would  require  twelve  mil- 
lions of  shives  to  discharge,  at  eighty  pounds  sterling 
each.  If  the  debtor  interest  nmounts  to  ten  millions  of 
souls,  and  would  be  worth  forty  pounds  sterling  round,  sold 
for  slaves,  it  pays  twelve  and  an  half  per  centum  on  its 
capitation  v:due,  to  the  creditor  interest,  for  the  exclusive 
items  of  debt  and  bank-sfock.  This  profit  for  their  mas- 
ters, miide  by  those  who  are  called  freemen,  greatly  ex- 
ceeds what  is  generally  mnde  by  those  who  are  called 
slaves.  Bui  as  nothing  is  calculated  except  two  items, 
by  including  the  payments  for  useless  otifices,  excessive 
salaries,  and  fat  sinecures,  it  is  evident  that  one  interest 
makes  out  of  the  other,  a  far  greater  profit  than  if  it  had 
sold  this  other,  and  placed  the  money  in  the  most  produc- 
tive state  of  usance. 

"  Whatever  destroys  an  unity  of  interest  between  a 
government  and  a  nation,  infallilily  produces  oppression 
and  hatred.  Human  conception  is  unable  to  invent  a 
scheme,  more  caj)able  of  afflicting  mankind  with  these 
evils,  than  that  of  paper  and  patronage.  It  divides  a  na- 
tion into  two  grou[ts,  creditors  and  deitors;  the  first  sup- 
plying its  want  ot  physical  strength,  by  alliances  with 
fleets  and  armies,  and  practising  the  most  unblushing  cor- 
ruption. A  consciousness  of  jntlicting  or  suffering  inju- 
ries, fills  each  with  malignity  towards  the  other.  This 
maliornify  first  begets  a  multitude  of  penalties,  pimish- 
menis,  and  executions,  and  then  vengeance.  A  legisla- 
ture, in  a  n  ilion  where  the  system  of  [taper  and  patronage 
prev  ills, will  be  go\erned  by  that  interest,  and  legislate 
in  -its  favour.  It  is  impossi!)le  to  do  this  without  legislat- 
ing lo  the  injury  of  the  other  interest,  that  is,  the  great 
mass  of  the  nation.  Such  a  legislalure  will  create  unne- 
cessiry  «>t¥)fes,  that  themselves^or  their  relations  may  be 
endowed  with  thrm.  "^Phey  will  lavish  the  revenue,  to 
enrich  themselves.  They  will  borrow  for  the  nation,  that 
they   may   lend.      They  will  offer  lenders  great  profits, 
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that  they  may  fhire  in  them.  As  jxrievances  gradually 
exriff  n:\tioiv\l  disconient,  they  will  tix  the  y«»ke  more  se- 
ciirfly,  by  in  ikiiiz  it  uridinlly  heavier.  Ant!  they  will 
fir)  tlly  avow  an. I  cmititain  their  c«)rriii)tion,  Uy  estaUlish- 
inij:  an  irresisti'de  st  inilin<j;  army,  not  to  (lilerid  the  mlion, 
bill  lo  (lei; ml  a  system  for  plundering  the  nation."  Tay- 
lor, p.  3H. 


SECTION  III. 

OF  THE  AMRRICAN  SYSTEM. 

NoTWfTMST\NDiNf;  the  evidence  of  iiistory,  that  the 
syslt^m  »r  <)rdHrH  has  «;rown  out  of  feJ-laiism.  its  lli».»;\8ts 
hav«-  rn  lint  lined  it  to  le  the  pro»l;u:tijn  of  late,  or  nil;ire, 
and  fninkin«l  liive,  throiisih  this  lielief,  lieen  hillierto 
*'  lu'ld  enchan!«d  (w»  use  .'dr.  Taylor's  expression)  wiihin 
the  circle  i>f  the  numerical  an.ilysis."  iNature,  acnirdi.ig 
to  this  d.M-frine.  enifMitl^Ts  Monarchy,  Aristocracy,  and 
Democracy,  all  founded  on  evil  m'»ril  quilities;  and  man 
has  nolhinsj  left  to  do,  but  to  comionad  threi-  eviU,  ia 
the  best  w  ly  lie  can,  and  extract  nutriment  from  poi- 
sons 

The  American  system  supposes  moral  liberty,  or  a 
power  of  choosino;  betwixt  good  and  evil  :  without  this  at- 
tribute. National  Sovereignty  would  be  only  an  ostetita- 
tious  display  of  human  weakness.  A  nation,  willing  its 
own  interest,  yf^t  unable  to  |)ur8ne  it,  woulil  exhibit  the 
tormenting,  yet  ludicrous  aspect  of  a  political  Tantalus. 

Man  beinj;  free  to  choose,  cannot  but  choose:  he  has 
moral  pro()ensities,  subject  to  universal  moral  laws.  "  The 
strongest  moral  propensity  of  mm  (says  .Mr.  T.iylor,  p. 
7t3.)  is  to  do  good  to  himself.  This  begets  a  propensity 
to  »Io  evil  to  others,  for  the  sake  of  doing  goo4  to  himself." 
This  propensity,  being  governed  by  motives,  is  capable 
of  increase  or  diminution.  To  whati'ver  increases  it,  we 
give  the  name  of  a  vicious  excitement,  and  vice  versa. 
Government,  being  comjiosed  of  imlividuals,  and  by  indi- 
viduals, contains,  and  generates  the  s  one  moral  (jiilities, 
which  will  be  good  or  evil,  in  proportion  to  the  excite- 
ments it  contains,  to  goo  I  or  evil,  projMMisili*  ^.  Upon 
this  view  of  the  quesliou,   a  new  mode  of  analysis  is  oh- 
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talned,  by  means  of  which,  governments  are  defined,  not 
according  to  numerical  classifications,  but  to  their  moral 
qualities. 

The  American  system  proposes  to  diminish  evil  in 
government,  by  wenkening  its  generative  principle;  that 
is  by  afifording  the  least  possible  excitement  to  evil  moral 
qualities,  both  in  the  government  and  in  the  people. 

"  Governments, (says  Mr.  Taylor,  p.  159.)  whose  ele- 
ments are  fraud  or  force,  will  naturally  excite  the  evil 
moral  qualities  of  human  nature ;  and  those  whose  ele- 
ment is  reason,  can  only  excite  its  good.  And  if  every 
government  must  rely  for  continuance,  either  on  force  or 
fraud,  or  on  reason,  it  follows  that  every  government 
must  be  founded  in  good  or  evil  moral  principles." 

He  enumerates  as  evil  moral  principles  of  government, 
"  Hereditary  order,  and  exclusive  privilege,  legal  religion, 
legal  freedom  of  inquiry,  accumulation  of  power,  patron- 
age or  corruption,  ignorance,  virtual  representation,  ju- 
dicial uficontrol,  funding,  and  an  oligarchy  of  banks. 
The  good  are,  national  sovereignty,  equality  of  civil 
rights,  freedom  of  religion,  and  (*f  inquiry,  division  of 
power,  knowledge,  uncorrupfed  representation,  and  actual 
responsibility."     Taylor,  p.  406, 

A  bare  enumeration  of  principles  will  not  constitute  a 
good  government ;  it  is  necessary  it  should  he  mouhied 
of,  and  in  them.  Let  us  examine  how  far  this  is  the  case 
with  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

1st. — National  Sovereignty  has  been  determined  to  be 
the  only  legitimate  origin  of  power  :  it  is  therefore,  the 
only  moral  basis  of  government,  and  eonsequ<  ntlj,  the 
only  one  capable  of  generating  good  moral  qualities. 

National  Sovereignty  is  incaj-ahle  of  alienation,  for 
its  supremacy  being  absolute  in  every  point  of  tirre,  it 
cannot  be  divested  of  it,  even  by  its  own  act ;  still  less 
by  any  power  derived  from  itself.  Hence  follows  a  strik- 
ing difiference  betwixt  the  American  system,  and  that  of 
Estates,  or  Orders. 

According  to  the  latter,  the  Government  is  the  nation, 
because  the  three  Estates  are  the  nation  ;  it  is  therefore 
illimitable,  for  the  same  reason  that  National  Sovereignty 
is  illimitable.  According  to  the  former,  Government  is 
an  agency,  and  therefore  limited  by  the  will  and  inten- 
tion of  the  nation. 
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History  tells  us,  that  to  insure  national  tranquillify, 
lliere  must  somewhere  he  Iodised,  in  some  portion  ol  I  he 
bodj  corporate,  a  prepouileratiii^r  power,  iig.iinet  which 
opposition  is  useh'ss  :  the  contrary  to  which,  is  a  trnden- 
cy  to  eipiatization.  or  pretended  liahtnces,  hy  which  na- 
tions have  ever  heen  convulsed,  and  tiually  ruiiieil. 

Tranquillily  and  happiness  are  not  synonymous.  A 
man  is  tran(|uil,  because  he  has  no  reason  to  l>e  ngitated, 
or  he  is  tranijuil,  hecause  agitation  will  procure  him  no 
relief.  Turkey,  Hussia,  France,  Spain,  Knirland,  and 
the  United  Stales,  have  heen  all  Irancpiil  for  C(»nsidera- 
ble  periods,  under  very  dilferent  forms  of  government; 
but  these  fi»rms  all  agreed  in  the  particular,  of  a  prepon- 
derating power,  though  variously  hxlged. 

In  Turkey  and  Russia,  it  seems  resident  in  the  Throne, 
and  a  military  A*rist»)cracy  ;  in  France,  (i«efore  the  Revo- 
lution,) and  in  Spain,  in  the  Throne  more  exchis'vely, 
being  shared  with  less  independent  Aristocracies;  under 
Bona|>arte,  it  was  in  the  Army,  of  which  he  was  the 
chief;  in  England,  it  has  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the 
Crown  and  Monied  Interest,  in  the  United  States,  it 
is  in  the  hands  of  the  Nation. 

We  may  ohserve  that  in  all  these  cases,  except  the 
last,  it  is  lodged  in  the  hands  of  a  minority,  and  con- 
sequently depends  upon  forre  and  frautl.  Legal  religions 
and  standing  armies  are  thertfore  common  to  them  all. 

In  the  latter  case  this  power  rests  upon  a  natural  basis, 
and  therefore,  needs  no  artificial  means  of  defence. 
Tranquillity  is  preservetl,  because  there  is  no  proportion 
betwixt  the  strength  of  the  few  interesteil  in  destroying, 
and  of  the  many  interested  in  maintaining  if. 

2d. — E(iuality  of  Civil  Hisihts.  All  men  existing  in 
society  make  an  ecpial  sacrifice  of  their  freedom,  because 
all  have  equally  an  absolute  ri«;ht  over  their  persons  and 
property.  The  extent  of  the  sacrifice  being  tiie  mea- 
sure of  the  right,  and  the  absolute  right  over  a  shilling 
being  equal  to  the  absolute  right  over  a  pound,  in  as  much 
as  it  would  be  an  act  no  less  immoral  to  deprive  the  pos- 
sessor of  (he  one  than  of  the  other,  inequality  of  proper- 
ty does  not  superinduce  inequality  of  rights  :  but  rights 
being  equal,  no  man  can  be  born  with  a  riiiht  to  com- 
mand another;    therefore,   hereditary   order   and   inheri- 


302  APPE!TDIS. 

table  privileges,  are  necessarily  excluded  from  the  Ameri- 
can sysum. 

Men  have  a  rijht  over  that  which  is  their  own ; 
either  to  sive  it  or  wirhhold  it  ;  and  they  have  also  a 
risrht  to  receive  that,  which  others  have  a  right  to  give. 
The  former  would  be  uegatived,  by  a  negalion  of  the 
latter. 

The  poffioos  of  individual  liberty  constituting  na- 
tional ^>o\ver,  are  ihe  proy»erly  of  all.  as  much  as  a  joint 
banking  or  trading  stock;  with  this  limitation  in  both 
cases,  th^t  no  individual  can  withdraw  his  portion,  with- 
out separating  from  the  social  firm.  What  belongs  to  all, 
is  to  be  appropriated  by  all ;  therefore  each  man  has  a 
right  to  a  voice  in  the  mode  of  appropriation;  that  is,  to 
the  Elective  Franchise. 

This  right  seems  morally  susceptible  but  of  two  limi- 
tations, crime  and  pauperism.  Crime  is  a  vioUtioo  of 
the  terms  on  which  men  unite  in  sfnriety,  mutual  advan- 
tage;  it  therefore  dissolves  social  obligations. 

In  the  case  of  pauperism,  should  the  social  compact  be 
dissolveil,  the  man  who  has  neither  property  nor  ability 
to  sain  his  bread,  would  have  no  portion  to  reciaim  ;  and, 
should  it  be  re-constructed,  he  would  have  no  portion  to 
contribute;  because  his  personal  existence  depends  on 
others. 

This  principle,  however  readily  deducible  from  Na- 
tional Sovereignty,  encountered  prejudices  even  in 
America. 

A  comparison,  however,  betwixt  the  constitutions  of 
the  old  and  Ne«  Slates,  will  show  the  progress  it  con- 
tinues to  make. 

Virginia  has  the  oldest  constitution  in  the  United 
StatesT  •'  It  was  framed."  says  Mr.  Jefferson,  *•  when 
we  were  new,  and  unexperienced  in  the  science  of  go- 
vernment. No  wonder  then,  that  time  a.^d  trial  have 
disco*  ered  very  capital  defects  in  it." 

The  elective  franchise  is  here  confined  to  persons 
having  100  acres  of  cultivate<1  lao^l.  or  property  of  equal 
value.  The  consequence  is,  that  faction  prevails,  and 
the  principle  of  a  division  of  power  is  materially  neg- 
lected. 

As  might  be  expected,  "  The  great  body  of  the  peo- 
ple do  not  concern  themselves  with  politicks;  so  that 
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tbeir  gorw— eot^  tbooeb  sontnallj  n^mlbBtam,  m  ia  Cact 
olt^irrhical,  or  amtoemlieBl.**     Mutk,  p.  387. 

In  MuMchoiHtf  mkI  OM»rrtml,  prspOTtj  to  tke 
Talue  of  lot  or  30^  or  a  fnehotd  €i  tL  m  ZL  ycvij 
▼«l«e,  ^valificft. 

!■  Rhode  Utoad  mod  New  HaspiUre,  bo 
b  ■eeetnnr.  except  the  pajaest  of  Uxca. 

New    York,  and  New  JecKj,  rr^nre  a  i 
catWta  of  pro^rtj. 

PeoMjIvaa'ui,  Delaware,  Jiarylaad,  the  Caiuliaai, 
Ge^frpa,  'VermonL  Keatacfcj.  Tiaaf  fr,  Ofcio,  mad  la- 
diaoa,  requve  oo  greater  qaalificatioa  tkaa  eitlKr  a  ecr- 
taio  period  of  madeaee,  t!be  pajaeat  of  a  liale  lax,  ar 
socb  trifle  of  ptopeitj  at  maj  bar  the  risfct  of  paapera. 

It  IS  to  be  obaerred  that  a  rigfat  fo  vote  for  Stale  pa- 
pre«eotativef  eoolm  a  right  to  vole  for  the  aeahera  «C 
the  GeiK^ral  ^ovemaieot.  iberefcHT,  ia  the  aaae  Al^iu. 
that  equalitj  ofri|[hls  io  this  partiralar  is  preaerrcd  ac 
riolatt^l  in  the  State  goveraaM«ta,  it  m  alaa  ptcacrrad  ar 
Tiolated  in  the  Geoeral  gn 1 1 1 aaw  at 

The  Elf^tire   Pranrhiw  wprticatt  the   ri^t  of 
citizen  '  of  hiiowa  portioa  of  the 

er.     Bi-  •«^oaBe  the  depoaitai j  of  the 

oCb^r?  is  rt.Tt sooted  hx  Elfphifify. 

ThH  Rifbt  aeems  to  have  the  na 
the  other :  anr  o^her  rettrictioa  operates  as  a 
justice ;  first  on  the  river,  stare  a  liMitaliea  of  the  n^ht 
to  receire,  is  eqoallr  a  lioMtatioa  oa  the  fifEht  lo  bes- 
tow, and  if  carried  to  ao  extretae.  destroys  if  ahogrther ; 
as  tor  ioftaoce,  if  aoae  shoaM  be  elligiUe  hat  pctaaaa 
above  seven  feet  higih. 

SecoodiT ;  oa  the  receirer ;  lor  fto«:h  aa  Baa  haa  a 
ricfat  to  power,  aad  therefore  caaaoC  niM,iliia  if  oihers 
do  aot  confer  it  oa  hioi;  yet  if  the  lav  deUans  hia  4is- 
qoaliied  to  receire,  oa  accoaat  of  sooe  luatiagfacj 
over  which  be  has  ao  eoetroll,  he  ii  ia  fsct  deprirad 
of  a  ftonion  of  his  natoral  ri^t 

The  GeoeraJ  sovemaieat  inyiires  as  ^lafiiatioBs; 
age,  reskience  aod  nalurs!^    —   -  '^reaship. 

The  first   is  rather  ad  a  dtsfaaUiaa  of  fhe 

ri^L     A  Represeatative  m:^i  i-r  iweBtT-6Te,  a  Seaator 
thirty,  a  Pre^deat  thirty -five  years  of  ace;  and  thoag;h 
pradcf  e  woald  cocaenaly  adhere  to  tiaa  rale. 
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there  seems  no  adequate  reason  that  the  national  will 
should  be  restricted  in  the  exercise  of  a  right,  merely 
because  it  might  possibly  use  it  imprudently. 

Every  Senator,  and  Representative  must  be  a  resident 
in  the  state  for  which  he  is  chosen.  The  same  observa- 
tion seems  to  apply  to  this,  as  to  the  former  limitation. 
It  is  more  probable  a  citizen  of  a  different  State  should 
be  a  fit  representative  for  any  particular  State,  than  that 
he  should  be  chosen  by  it. 

A  representative  must  have  been  seven  years  a  ci- 
tizen, a  Senator  niue  years,  the  President  a  natural-born 
citizen.  Here  too  it  would  be  more  natural  to  suppose 
prudence  in  the  ttse,  than  to  limit  the  extent  of  the  right. 
But  though  these  restrictions  may  be  marked  as  devia- 
tions from  the  positive  rule  of  equality,  there  seems  no 
reason  to  conclude,  they  are  either  oppressive,  or  inju- 
rious in  practice.  It  is  possible  to  suppose  abundance  of 
limitations,  all  of  which  would  violate  the  principle,  and 
yet  not  one  of  them  operate  as   a  hardship. 

There  are  however  two  species  of  qualification,  re- 
quired by  some  of  the  Slate  Governments,  which  seem 
not  equally  indifferent ;  these  are,  Property  and  Reli- 
gion. 

First  of  Property.  Almost  all  the  Old  States,  except 
Connecticut,*  require  a  certain  property  to  qualify  for 
the  offices  of  Governour,  Senator,  and  Representative. 
The  value  of  TOGO/,  in  freehold  estate  is  required  by 
New  Ham;)shire,  Massachusoits,  and  North  Carolina,  in 
candidates  for  the  first.  IViaryland  requires  5000/.  and 
South  Carolina  10,000/.  For  the  office  of  Senator  an 
average  of  400/.  is  requisite  in  most  of  the  Old  States  : 
and  of  150/.  lor  a  Representative. 

All  persons  therefore  not  jtossessing  property  to  this 
amount  lose  their  civil  riuht  to  receive  these  otfices  at 
the  hands  of  their4ellovv  ci*lz»*ns.  It  is  true  that  were 
the  law  otherwise  the  proCtice  would  be  most  generally 
the  same.  The  nJ^tural  influence  of  wealth  will  be  al- 
ways felt,  nor  would  electors  be  disposed  to  degrade  them- 

*  By  the  constitution  of  Connecticut  all  Freemen  are  eligi- 
ble to  all  offifps.  I  am  not  ai  qua  nled  with  the  regulation  of 
the  Western  Staler  in  tlj:^  par  icuicr.  I'Ui  1  doubt  if  they  re- 
quire any  oilier  qualification  than  the  people's  choice.* 
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■elves,  and  hazard  the  |iul»lick  husinesf,  hy  choosing 
siH-h  m^ii  as  (Voin  their  gWitions  in  iilV  ((luld  hardly  he 
supposed  capable  of  the  inforniaiion  a;.d  leisure  neces- 
sary for  transacting  it;  hut  [l\f  m«>re  liK«'ly  th<s«e  reasons 
are  to  prevail  the  less  cause  is  lljtre  for  enforcins:  lh«in 
by  H  conslilutional  precept,  especially  l»y  <me  ^^hich  im- 
plies a  falsehoml,  in  supposing  a  natural  connexion  he- 
twixt   property  and    mtrit,   or  Irusl  uorthiinss. 

The  qualification  of  properly  seems  tlierefore  a  devia- 
tion from  the    principle  of  ecjualily*  in  cisil  rights. 

If,  however,  the  (jualificalions  of  Pnjperty  be  not  free 
froni  objection,  still  less  is  that  of  Ki  li}rioii. 

The  constitutions  of  \»-\v  Ham.tshire,  Massachusetts, 
Vermont,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  and  the  Carolinas, 
re(|uire  a  profession  of  belief  in  Christianity,  and  several 
of  them  limit  the  species  of  it  to  Protestaittitim.  An 
act  of  the  Virginia  As8eml)ly  requires  a  belief  of  the 
Trinity  in  Unity. 

Here  we  have  a  right,  subjected  to  a  contingency, 
over  which  the  discpjalitied  person  has  no  control.  If  the 
evidence  of  certain  dt)ctrine3  be  insufhcient  to  establish 
his  belief,  doubting  is  not  a  matter  of  option;  hut  he 
may  piitcnd  to  believe,  and  a  legislative  premium  is  thus 
oflfered  to  hypocri.«y  : — and  for  what  purpose.'  To  ex- 
clude Infidels  from  othces  of  trust. —  Hut  if  the  people 
perceive  them  to  be  unworthy,  tht^y  will  not  elect  them, 
anil  if  they  do  nnt  [)erceive  this,  why  are  PLIeclors  to  be 
deprive«l  of  the  right  to  confer,  as  well  as  infnlels  to  re- 
ceive ?  The  judgment  of  Eligibility  can  properly  exist 
no  where  but  in  the  breasts  of  the  choosers.  It  is  true 
these  may  err,  because,  being  human,  they  are  fallible, 
but  they  are  liable  to  errour  oidy.  whereas  legislatures 
which  destroy  rights,  where  no  ollence  h.is  been  commit- 
ted, are  guilty  of  injustice,  as   well  as  errour. 

*  It  is  not  intenrlrd  to  advocate  the  idea  of  bestowing  pow- 
er on  llic  lowest  lucmlMT  of  the  romminiity  ;  ImiI  it  ser ms 
that  the  end  would  be  i-qiially  an«»wer«d  without  violatinj:  'he 
principle,  la  Knijland  the  (pialiJicalion  for  a  nu'mhrr.  though 
not  great  for  a  weallhy  roinit'-y.  provi-s  so  irnonv«  ni<  iit.  that  it 
is  found  iipp'-v  ■  v  ff,  ,.va  1-.  ,T  |.v   lu.  v«rv  honest  tiction. 
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This  consideration  naturally  leads  to  that  of  the  moral 
principle  next  enumerated  by  Mr.  Taylor,  Religious 
Freedom. 

3.  Religious  Freedom  is  an  inherent  civil  right,  be- 
cause, first,  men  could  never  surrender  that  dominion 
over  their  consciences,  which  they  do  not  possess  them- 
selves; and  secondly,  because  erronr  in  relijrion  is  no 
injury  done  to  society,  and  is  therefore  not  cogniZii'le  by 
its  laws  .  yet,  from  the  days  of  the  Pythian  oracle,  to 
the  present  time,  mnn  has  continued  to  employ  the  voice 
of  Heaven  lo  ttovern  man,  and  pretended,  by  legal  ia- 
terference,  to  regulate  his  communioi)  with  the  Deity. 
The  impiety  of  this  attempt  natur  .lly  gives  rise  to  a 
suspicion  that  the  establif^hers  of  state  religions  believe 
in  none.  "  When  a  government,"  says  Mr.  Taylor, 
*' usur|)S  the  power  of  legislafing  betwixt  God  and  man, 
it  proves  itself  to  be  an  atheist.  If  it  believed  there 
was  a  God,  it  wo»dd  be  conscious  of  the  vice  and  folly 
of  miking  «ne.  If  it  believed  there  was  any  revelation, 
it  vvoijld  see  the  vice  and  folly  of  construing  it  by  laws 
which  f»re    not  revelation."  p.   450. 

A  stale  religion  must  be  admitted  to  be  a  convenient 
ensijine,  for  the  few  to  govern  the  many.  A  salaried 
Priesthood  exerc.ses  over  minds  the  same  despotism  that 
a  standing  army  exercises  over  bodies;  it  enforces  im- 
plicit obedience  to  the  dictates  of  one  creed,  both  in  re- 
ligion and  politicks,  and  thrusts  the  schismatick  into 
ouier  darkness  in  both  worlds.  Were  it  sincere  in  its 
belief,  it  could  not  fail  to  shrink  from  the  absurdity  of 
assuming  to  itself  the  interpretation  of  the  decrees  of 
Heaven,  and  of  pretending  to  confine,  within  the  span 
of  its  own  Uctrrow  intellect,  the  justice  and  mercy  of 
Omnipotent  Goodness. 

Should  we  examine  the  reasons  alleged  in  support  of 
a  Legal  Religion,  we  shall  find  them  all  bottomed,  either 
on  fraud  or  imjuely.  A  religion  established  by  law,  is 
one  which  the  people  are  compelled  to  pay  for,  and  pro- 
hir»ited  from  denying.  ''  I  do  not  believe,"  (should  a 
recusant  say,)  -'the  tloctrines  your  church  teaches,  yet 
you  compel  me  to  contribute  to  its  support,  and  punish 
me  if  1  deny  its  dogmas  :  for  whose  profit  do  you  thus 
legislate  ?  certainly  not  for  mine,  at  least  in  this  world." 
It  is  for  your  eternal  advantage "  (replies  Established 
Religion,)  "  you  should  be  thus  punished  in  pocket,  and 


APPENDIX.  307 

restrained  from  uttering  your  disljelief."  "Upon  \\  liat 
autlioriiy  <lo  }  oii  s.ttirtn,  lliM  lorim  iitiiie  m^  tit-re.  will 
prolii  nu  liereiifier  r  '  I'imui  aulliun'}  wliicli  is  ii'l-llil'le  ; 
that    of  \Ue    woril   of  (joil."     '    Noi    xcrorjliii^    lo  my  iu- 

terprelalion    of    His   wonl." '*  Uul    acct)r(img  lo   vtinej 

and  «</':.  Ib  ftu'  only  riiitu   (►nc.'' 

If  this  \v»  re  sinreri'ly  uilereil,  it  \V(»uhl  t)e  impir-ty; 
but  the  iiersural  julvuntii^i  of  «he  \iciim  is  now  r  rely 
urged,  exce|)i  hy  ihe  Holy  Otfiti- ;  tht  ground  most  ge- 
nei.iily  Jlp^llme^l,  is.  the  inlerest  of  society,  which  re- 
quires, say  (.olllicians  and  j»riesis.  that  there  should  he  a 
Sl.ue  Kelinion,  and  ^tenallies  for  recusmls.  The  ques- 
tion is  here  hesged  upon  three  points.  First.  '^I'hal  tht  re 
wi>ul(l  he  no  religion,  unless  the  law  eslaltlished  one. 
Secondly,  that  the  one  estahlished  is  the  true: — and 
Thirdly,  That  the  interest  of  society  requires  the  sacri- 
fice of  individii.il  rights  ;  the  preservation  of  which  is  the 
object  of  society. 

First. — Keligious  worship  is  a  mental  act,  commoidy 
but  not  necessarily  evinced,  hy  certain  ()Ulwartl  signs  of 
devotion.  A  mental  act  is  no  suhject  of  legishlion, 
which  can  neither  create  nor  un-create  it  :  hut  it  caa 
create  the  outward  siirns;  that  is,  it  can  create  hypo- 
crites. I>ul  not  worshippers  It  pretends  to  legislate  for 
the  Deity,  hy  doing  for  him  what  he  has  thought  un- 
necessiry  to  he  done;  n  imely.  the  forcing  meu  within 
the  jiale  of  a  |)arlicular  church.  The  fact  too,  is  in 
striking  contradiction  to  this  pretended  necessity.  There 
is  more  religion    in   the  United  States  than    in  England,* 

*  Rhode  hiand  pre«;ents  a  strik^ns  proof  of  the  little  real 
necessity  tticre  i'^  tor  the  establi^ihinenl  of  religion  by  law. 
**  Not  only  does  the  oonsutuiion  of  this  stale  reject  every 
species  of  iigal  es(al»li^llm«'^l,  but."  says  Mr.  Morse,  "a  pe- 
cidiaritv  wlutli  (Iivtiii2"ii<hes  tins  state  from  every  other  pro- 
testaut  country  in  the  known  world,  is.  that  no  eoniract  form- 
ed by  the  minister  wiili  Ins  people  for  his  salary,  is  valid  in 
law.  So  that  ministers  are  dependant  wholly  on  the  intesrity 
of  the  people  for  their  »up|»ort  :  smce  their  salaries  are  not 
recoverable  by  law  It  ou^h'  in  jiisijoe.  howt  vtr.  to  Iw  ob- 
served, that  the  elergy,  in  uroeral,  are  lilerally  mainiained; 
and  none  who  int'rit  it  have  reason  to  complain  for  want  of 
support."     American  (leograpby,  p.  206. 
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and    more   in  England    than  in  Italy.     The  closer  the 
in'>no!)oly.  the  less  abunilaut  the  commodity. 

Secondly. — Why  does  the  law  compel  me  to  contri- 
bute to  m  lintain  a  particular  church  ?  Because  the  doc- 
trines of  such  church  are  true.  Are  there  more  churches 
in  this  predicament,  or  is  the  national  church  the  only 
true  one?  If  there  be  more,  I  may  as  conscientiously 
adhere  to  one  of  these  as  to  the  leoral  one.  Why  then 
must  I  contribute  to  the  latter,  of  which  I  am  not  a 
member?  If  I  follow  truth  the  penalty  cannot  be  for 
the  good  of  my  soul,  and  it  will  hardly  be  pretended  it 
is  for  the  good  of  my  pocket. 

If  the  nation  d  cliurch  be  the  only  true  one,  I  ought 
indeed  to  m  lintain  it ;  but  we  are  at  issue  upon  this 
point ;  How  shall  it  be  decided  ?  By  argument.— But 
why  then  must  I  pay  before  I  am  convinced  ?  By  au- 
thority.— If  the  church  be  Protestant,  this  argument  des- 
troys its  own  rights,  for  it  was  established  upon  reason 
in  contradiction  to  authority.  Well  then,  you  shall  pay, 
because  we  who  are  of  the  Established  Church  are  more 
numerous  than  you,  and  tind  it  convenient  you  should 
contribute  to  ease  us  of  our  burden. 

There  would  be  candour  in  replying  thus,  and  candour 
of  any  sort  is  preferable  to  preaching  piety,  and  prac- 
tising injustice. 

Thirdly. — The  publick  good  in  matters  of  religion  as 
well  as  politicks,  is  frequently  urged  as  a  reason  for  sa- 
crificing individuals.  The  publick  good  requires  a  state 
religion,  a  state  religion  cannot  be  supported,  except  all 
be  compelled  to  contribute  ;  ergo,  &c.— The  consequence 
implies  the  schismaiick  minority  must  contribute  with 
the  rest. 

Experience  enables  the  United  States  to  deny  the 
major  of  this  proposition  ;  Religion  both  exists  and  thrives 
without  a  Legal  Establishment.  It  cannot  indeed  be 
moulded  into  an  instrument  of  state-craft. 

The  General  government  adheres  strictly  to  the  prin- 
ciple ot  freedom.  It  is  however  violated  by  the  tests  of 
some  State  governments ;  by  which  Jews  and  conscien- 
tious Intidels  are  excluded  from  office. 
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The  State  of  Virsiiiia  is,  I  believe,  the  only  one,  \vhich 
by  an  acl  of  Assemlily  of  170j,  atltls  iHiialties  to  disquali- 

ficiHlOIIS  ^ 

ic  h<i8  been  a?sertetl,  that  di9«|iialificalion8  are  not 
penalh»'8,  because  ollicts  are  not  mailer  ol  right,  but  of 
grucr.* 

I(  is  true,  as  has  Ueeu  alrea<ly  observed,  that  power  or 
office  is  nol  a  matter  ol  flight,  but  disijUali^QHlion  desiroyi 
both  the  ri<jht  to  irive  atwl  the  rijrhl  to  ncelse;  the  latter 
of  which  i3  as  truly  inherent  as  the  former.  {I'ui.  supra, 
p.  303.) 

4.  Freedom  of  Inquiry  is  another  inherent  right, 
whether  ill  matters  reji'jious  or  polilical. 

Legal  restraint  upon  the  freeilom  of  reliiiious  discussion 
is  foufided  upon  two  altsurdilies ;  one,  that  the  Deity 
needs  human  aid  to  vinilicate  his  name;  the  other,  tiiat 
man  is  competent  to  vindicate  it.  God  visits  the  atheist 
with  no  peculiar  punishment  in  tiiis  life,  therefore  man 
thinks  it  necessary  he  should  lejrislate  in  the  place  of 
G<»d.  "  But  we  punish  lor  examides'  sake,  snys  Persecu- 
tion ;  we  burn  him  and  his  books  to  prevent  the  contagion 
from  spreading;." 

Is  the  exain|de  then  so  seducing,  or  the  doctrine  so 
Convitirin<:  !  Neither; — no  mui  can  be  an  atheist,  unless 
he  be  an  idiot  or  a  knave.  Well  then,  for  the  sake  of 
destroyinc  an  example  which  none  luil  rogues  will  follow, 
and  cnishinir  doctrines  which  will  pursuaiie  none  but 
idiots,  you  set  an  example  nf  cruelly  and  impiety  which 
you  know  all  generations  have  followed. 

But  if  the  hiirhe&t  species  of  irreligion  be  not  a  tit 
matter  for  persecution,  still  less  are  those  dittVrences  of 
opinion  den<>rninat» d  Heresy  and  Infidelity.  I  have 
opened  the  volume  of  nature  before  }  our  eyes,  says  the 
Deity,  and  permitted  you  to  draw  your  own  conclusions. 
You  shall  read  in  my  book,  says  Fstal  lished  Rt  ligion, 
and  believe  all  it  contains,  under  pain  of  persecution  in 
this  life,  and  damnation  in  the  next. 

*  I  imasine  this  act  is  practically  a  dead  letter;  itsexislrnce 
however  violates  the  principle,  vid.  Jetlerson's  notes.  Qiuiv 
17.  p.  2J4.  edit.  viii. 

*  Vide  the  1st  vol.  of  Warburton's  ••Divine  Legation." 
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A  political  system  which  thus  substitutes  the  outcry  of 
pride  and  ignordiice  for  the  voice  of  ualure.  is  built  on 
the  jjrincijjli  s  of  force  cttid  fraud. 

There  is  no  restraint  on  political  discussion  in  Ameri- 
ca. This  is  a  triumph,  boih  in  principle  and  practice, 
which  !)elongs  to  the  Democatick  party. 

lo  the  year  17  78,  during  Mr  Adams*  admioistration, 
a  sedition  law  was  past,  by  the  second  section  of  which, 
the  writJHg,  printing,  or  publishing,  any  false,  scaniialuus, 
anil  malicious  writins,  against  the  G  jv>-rnm^nt  of  ihe 
United  States,  either  House  of  Congress,  or  the  President, 
"  with  intent  to  defame  and  briuii;  either  of  them  into  con- 
tempt,^ was  made  punishable  by  fine  and  imftrisoriraent. 

The  author  of  the  "  Olive  Branch,"  commenting  in  fa- 
vour of  this  law,  observes,  that  it  created  "a  senseless 
and  disgraceful  clamour,"  in  which  however,  ''  were  en- 
gaged vast  numbers  of  the  best  ami  mist  intelligent  rneoi- 
bers  of  the  community."  He  then  suiyoins;  "It  would 
be  uncandid  not  to  slate,  that  the  trials  under  this  act,  for 
libels  cigainst  the  President,  and  as  far  as  my  recollectioQ 
serves  me.  against  some  of  the  other  publick  functionaries, 
were  managed  with  very  considerable  rigour;  and  from 
the  aliuse  of  the  law,  tended  to  give  an  appearance  of 
propriety  and  justice  to  the  clamour  against  it  The  cases 
of  Thomas  Cooper,  and  Matthew  Lyon,  Esqrs..  who  were 
both  treated  with  remarkable  severity,  excited  a  high  de- 
gree of  symjiathy  in  the  (lublirk  mind.  Of  the  two  cases, 
it  miy  be  Justly  said;  summumjus.  summa  injuria,^^  p.  55. 
7th  ed.  Mr.  Carey  concludes  l»y  ooyerving,  that  a  n€^- 
lect  oo  the  part  of  Mr.  Jetferson,  to  procure  the  re-enact- 
ment of  this  law,  "  casts  an  indelible  stain  on  his  ad- 
ministrrition." 

This  statement,  taken  altogether,  forms  an  invaluable 
commentary  on  the  justice  and  wisdom  ot  libel  and  se- 
dition laws. 

It  has  ever  been  the  policy  of  the  Federalists  to 
"strengthen  the  hands  of  Government  :"  no  measure  can 
be  imagined  more  effectu  d  for  this  purpose,  than  a  law 
which  gifts  the  ruling  powers  with  infallihility  ;  but  no 
sooner  was  it  enacted,  than  it    revealed    its    hostility    to 
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the  principles  of  the  Ameriran  system,  by  generatiDg 
oppression  under  the  cloak  of  deft-odin^  social  nnler.* 

if  iht're  ever  whs  a  period  v^tien  circumsiances  Sfeiued 
to  jiislifv  whit  are  called  eiier«ie!ick  medsures,  it  was 
duruia;  ihe  admiuistratious  of  Mr.  Jeffersou  and  his  suc- 
cessor. 

A  disastrous  war  began  to  rage,  not  only  on  the  fron- 
tiers, tjul  in  the  very  penetralia  ol  the  repuhlick  To 
oppose  veteran  troops,  the  ablest  generals,  and  the  largest 
fleets  in  the  worUI  ;  the  American  go\ernme!it  had  raw 
recruits,  officers  w  ho  had  never  seen  an  enemy,  ba  I  fa  dozen 
frigates,  and  a  t)opulatioD  unaccustomed  to  sacrifices,  and 
impatient  of  taxation. 

To  crow  II  these  disadvantages,  a  most  im[»ort'nt  section 
of  the  I'nion.  the  New  England  Stales,  openly  set  up  the 
standard  of  separation  and  rebellion  ;  a  Convention  sat  for 
the  express  purpose  of  thwarting  the  m<*asures  of  Govern- 
ment, wliile  the  press  and  puljMt  thundered  every  species 
of  denunciation  against  whoever  should  assist  their  own 
country  in  the  hour  of  danger. f 

All  this  was  the  work,  not  of  Jacobins,  bd4  Democrats, 
but  of  the  staunch  friends  of  relinion  and  si  cial  order,  who 
had  t»een  so  zealously  Mtached  to  the  (joxernroeut.  while 
it  was  administered  by  their  own  party,  that  they  suffered 
not  the  popular  breath  "to  Nisit  the  President's  breech 
too  roughly." 

*  In  N'eir  Jersey,  a  man  was  fonod  si^iilty  and  pnnicbe<1  un- 
der lbi«i  lanr.  ••  for  the  simple  wi«h  that  the  wadding  of  a  gun 
discharged  oo  a  festival  da> .  had  made  an  inroad  iuto.  or  sing- 
ed the  posteriors  of  Mr.   Adams.''     **  Olive  Braocb.'"  p.  89. 

t  In  Bo<^on.  associations  were  entered  into  for  the  purpose 
of  preventing  thr  filling  up  of  £orernment  loans:  indiv  dnals 
dispo«i«Ht  Xu  snh^cribe  were  oliliged  to  do  it  in  secret,  and  con- 
ceal their  names,  as  if  the  action  had  l»een  dishonest.  Vide 
•'Olive  Branch,'*  p.  307.  At  the  sauie  lime  imirense  runs 
were  made  by  the  Bo«.ton  Banks,  on  those  of  ibe  central  and 
southern  Mates,  while  the  spetie  ihus  drained,  wa*  iran>mil- 
ted  to  Canada,  in  pavment  for  ^nnig^Ud  •rK>d>.  and  British 
governinenl  bills,  whcli  were  drawn  n  Wuet)ec.  and  disposed 
of  in  creat  numbers  c»n  advantaccous  ii  rms  to  nionird  men  in 
the  Mares.  Mr.  Heiiry'>  nii^<ion  is  ihe  t>esi  pi  cot"  of  ihe  re- 
sult aniicipaied  by  our  Government,  from  these  proceedinji  in 
New  tnjiand. 
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The  course  pursued,  both  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  and  Mr. 
Madison,  throughout  this  season  of  difficulty,  merits  the 
gratitude  of  their  country,  and  the  imitation  of  all  go\  eru- 
ments  pretending  to  be  free. 

So  far  were  they  from  demanding  anj^  extraordinary 
powers  from  Congress,  that  they  did  not  even  enforce  to 
their  full  extent,  those  with  which  they  were  by  the  con- 
stitution invested. 

The  process  of  reasoning,  on  which  they  probably  act- 
ed, may  be  thus  stated.  The  majorit}'  of  the  nation  is 
with  us,  because  the  war  is  national.  The  interests  ol  a 
minority  suffer,  and  self  interest  is  clamourous  when  in- 
jured. It  carries  its  opposition  to  an  extreme,  inconsis- 
tent with  its  political  duty.  Shnll  we  leave  it  an  undis- 
turbed career  of  faction,  or  seek  to  put  it  tlown,  with  libel 
anti  sedition  laws?  In  the  tirsi  case,  it  will  grow  l)old 
from  impunity,  its  proceedings  will  be  more  and  more 
outrageous  ;  but  every  stef)  it  takes  to  thwart  us,  will'be  a 
step  in  favour  of  the  enemy,  aud  consequently,  so  much 
ground  lost  in  publick  oi>inion  :  but  as.publick  opinion  is 
the  only  instrument  by  which  a  minority  can  convert  a 
myority  to  its  views,  im[)unity,  by  revealing  its  motives, 
alfords  the  surest  chance  of  defeating  its  intent.  In  the 
latter  case,  we  quit  the  ground  of  reason,  to  take  th;it  of 
force;  we  give  the  fiictious  the  advantage  of  seeming 
persecuted  :  by  repressing  intemperate  discussion,  we  con- 
fess ourselves  liable  to  be  injured  by  it.  li'  we  seek  to 
shield  our  reputation  by  a  libel  law,  we  acknowledge, 
either  that  our  conduct  will  not  bear  investigalion,  or, 
that  the  people  are  incapable  of  distinguishing  betwixt 
truth  and  falsehood;  but  for  a  poptdir  Government  to  im- 
peach the  sanity  of  thf  nation's  judgment,  is  to  overthrow 
the  pillars  of  its  own  elevation. 

The  event  triumphantly  proved  the  correctness  of  this 
reasoning;  the  Federalists  awoke  from  the  delirium  of 
factious  intoxication,  and  found  themselves  covered  with 
contempt  and  shame.  Their  country  had  been  in  danger, 
and  they  gloried  in  her  distress  :  she  ha<l  exposed  herself 
to  privations,  from  which  they  had  extracted  protii  :  in  her 
triumphs  they  had  no  part,  except  th  it  of  bavins  mourned 
over,  and  depreciated  thtm.  Since  the  war,  Federalism 
has  been  scarcely  heard  of. 
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I  proceed  to  consitler  the  principle  of  libel  lawB,  as  set 
up  against  freeilDm  of  poiiiical  »li.-*(U8sioii. 

The  lans:ii.tn:e  of  ilesjioiism  i*  honest  and  consistent  on 
this  point.  In  Turkey  fhf*  says,  You,  the  ;»e«»[»le,  have  no 
business  with  i^overnrnent,  l)ut  ti»  oUey  it  ;  wiih  relij;i(>n, 
but  to  hf  lieve  it.  The  K(»rari  siitiict'S  hotli  for  your  tailh, 
and  moral  conduct;  you  have  therelore  no  business  with 
discussion,  except  it  be  to  diricu:»s  the  archin<;ot  a  Circas- 
sian's eye  brows. — Sleep,  and  smoke  in  <piiet ;  we  answer 
for  your  souis  anil  bodies. 

Libel-law  in  a  free  ^;overnment,  says;  I'eing  freemen 
you  have  a  risht  to  discuss  ihe  conduct  of  your  govern- 
menf,  whether  it  be  rijiht  or  wronii;;  providetl  always,  you 
conclude  that  it  is  riijhl,  otherwise  you  tend  to  brini;  it 
into  «-oiitem;>t,  and  therefore  shall  be  punished. — But  it  is 
only  intemperate  discussion  we  object  to,  say  politicians  : 
9o  far  from  blaminc;,  we  are  friends  to  a  moderate  opposi- 
tion.— Yes,  provided  il  injure  you,  neither  in  profit,  power, 
nor  reputation.  You  would  be  ticUleil,  not  wounded.  A 
well  re^rulated  opposition  preserves  a  shew  of  freedom. 
Two  factions  are  strugsliug  for  jdace;  the  Outs  blame  all 
the  measures  of  the  Ins,  but  they  would  not  therefore  di- 
minish the  penjuisites  of  the  places  they  hope  one  day  to 
fill. 

Discussion   may  attack  Persons,  or   Principles. 

The  American  constitution,  by  contining  treason  to 
overt  acts,  leaves  the  utterance  of  opinions  free,  however 
they  may  tend  to  bring  the  constitution  into  contempt. — 
Why  .'  Because  discussion  being  free,  it  suj.poses  truth 
will  prevail. 

If  therefore  the  constitution  could  be  shewn  to  be  bad, 
it  seems  more  rational  to  amend,  or  change  it,  than  to 
punish  those  who  reveal  its  defects.  Libel  law  supposes 
either  that  falsehood  is  in  fair  tight,  more  potent  than 
truth,  or  that  j)olilical  systems  may  |)os8ess  the  tirst  attri- 
bute of  the  Deity,  perfection. 

They  set  up  a  political  iilol,  and  say;  "Behold  your 
God;  bow  down  to  it:  you  may  find  fault  with  the  trap- 
pings of  its  throne,  or  the  paviMuent  beneath  its  feet ;  or 
even,  provided  it  be  <loiie  tender!}  ,  with  the  ministers  of 
its  altar,  but  beware  of  proclaiming  that  it  is  itself  ihe 
work  of  hands,  wood  and  stone." 
40 
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A  Constitution  which  permits  the  free  examination  of 
itself,  falls  into  au  absurdity,  when  it  passes  a  luv  to  shield 
its  agents  from  a  similar  freedom.  It  is  still  more  absurd 
to  erect  a  man  into  a  God,  than  a  constitution;  it  is  also 
more  dangerous,  for  the  living  idol  will  not  be  long  satis- 
fied with  empty  prostrations;  it  must  be  fed  with  lives 
and  pri>perty. 

Is  therefore  every  species  of  calumny  to  be  poured  out 
against  a  government,  without  resiraint  or  punishment  ? 
Calumnies  against  the  theory  of  a  government,  injure  no 
one;  nor  the  government  itself,  except  it  be  founded  oa 
evil  moral  principles.  The  evidence  of  facts  would  bear 
it  out,  even  were  there  not  more  persons  interested  in  its 
defence  than  in  ils  attack.  The  annals  of  the  world  offer 
not  a  single  instance  of  a  good  government  overthrown, 
or  brought  into  contempt  by  discussion.  Mankind  are  not 
too  prone  to  change  habits,  even  of  the  worst  descrip- 
tion ;  they  have  gone  on  for  ages  and  centuries  enduring 
tyranny  and  oppression,  for  no  better  reason  ihan  be- 
cause their  fathers  endured  them  before.  Libel-laws  are, 
indeed,  essential  to  the  security  of  governments  founded 
on  force  and  fraud,  as  masks  and  daggers  protect  thieves 
and  cut  throats. 

The  persons  administering  a  government,  cannot  re- 
quire greater  immunities  for  themselves  than  the  Constitu- 
tion claims  for  itself.  "  Reverence  for  a  magistrate,  (says 
Mr.  Taylor,)  is  frequently  contempt  for  a  constitution." 
He  thinks  himself  unjustly  assailed ;  shall  he  therefore 
have  a  law  for  his  protection,  which  he  may  convert  in- 
to an  instrument  of  oppression  ?  If  the  situation  he  fills  will 
neither  enable  him  to  defy  calumny,  nor  remunerate  hini 
tor  its  injustice,  he  is  free  to  return  to  the  walks  of  pri- 
vate life,  and  claim,  as  an  individual,  that  legal  protec- 
tion for  his  character,  which  the  constitution  affords  him, 
but  let  not  ministers  be  gratified  with  the  sacrifice  of 
inherent   rights  to  protect  their  own   crimes  and   follies. 

*' Caligula's  appointment  of  his  horse  to  the  consulship, 
is  both  an  illustration  and  a  mockery  of  the  ideas  of  na- 
tional sovereignty  without  the  freedom  of  ulterance  ;  and 
a  nation,  the  m>^mbers  of  which  can  only  speak  and 
write  as  Government  pleases,  is  exactly  this  consular 
sovereign."     Taylor,  p.  472. 
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j. — Division  of  Power  is  the  vital  spirit  of  the  Ameri- 
can system:  convert  it  inlo  •iccniniilaliou,  and  all  other 
eecurities  peris^h  ;  pr<'8i:rve  this,  antl  they  can  never  lie 
altoLjether  extinu;iji3he(l. 

Man  i^  feehle  when  confined  to  his  own  individual 
means;  Power  enahles  him  to  use  the  slrenjith  of  otlurs; 
it  is  therefore  tiie  re.uiiest  in^tnicnenl  lor  pratif}  injj;  his 
own  desires  at  the  expense  of  others,  and  ranks  foremost 
iu  the  cIjss  of  vicious  excitements. 

1?  this  vicious  allrihnle  of  power  capahle  cf  beinjr 
nentraliztMl ;  (»r  must  a  nation,  in  frarninj:;  its  irovemment 
necessarily  sulimit  its  neck  to  a  yoke.'  Monarchy,  aristo- 
cracy, democracy,  an<l  the  system  of  orders  are  all  so 
many  memorials  of  the  elVorts  ma)iki{ul  have  made  to  free 
thtinsflves  from  the  dilemma  of  anarchy  an<l  despotism. 

'I'hey  have  all  oeen  unfortunate,  for  they  have  all  work- 
ed ny  ditVerent  roads  to  the  same  en<l,  namely,  the  suUsti- 
tution  of  the  interests  of  a  minority  for  those  of  the  majo- 
rity ;  but  they  have  all  this  comn.on  quality,  concentra- 
tion of  power  in   the  hands  of  a  few. 

The  American  system,  deemins;  the  nation  the  fountain 
of  power,  considers  it  absurd  to  collect  it  a  second  time 
into  reeervoirs,  which  are  not  the  nation;  anil  therefore 
dislributts  it  in  streams  sufTicierd  only  to  give  motion  to 
the  se\eral  ensines  of  <^overnment. 

The  principle  of  l^istribution  may  he  thus  stated  : — 
Power  is  a  vicious  excitement,  because  it  imjiels  its  i)Osse8- 
8or  to  i^ritify  himself  at  the  expense  of  others  ;  the  greater 
the  [)ower,  the  p;reater  tlu'  possible  gratilicatiori  :  concen- 
tration therefore  alfords  the  greatest  possible  excitement. 
But  as  the  incr«\'ise  of  power  increases  its  vicious  cjunlities, 
go  will  its  diminution  (liminish  them  :  diminish  it  thert  fore 
to  such  a  deprree  that  it  is  unable  to  extract  any  selfish 
gratifications  at  the  expense  of  others,  and  it  becomes  di- 
vested of  its  evil  moral  quality,  and  capable  of  being  em- 
ployed to  the  advantage  of  the  people.  Hut  as  govern- 
ment represents  all  the  portions  of  individual  liberty  sa- 
crificed for  the  good  of  society,  its  power  must,  in  the  ag- 
gregate, suffice  to  oppress  individuals,  unless  some  expe- 
dient be  hit  upon,  to  counteract  this  elTect.  This  expe- 
dient is  Division.  The  American  people,  by  sacrificing  a 
much  less  portion  of  its  frredom  than  other  nations,  or 
rather  by  retaining  in  its  own  hands,  powers,  which  other 
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nations  have  committed  to  their  Governments,  has  sought 
in  diminution  a  method  of  counteracting  the  evil  effects  of 
power:  it  employs  Division  for  the  same  purf)0se  by  in- 
vesting the  General,  and  State  governments  respectively 
with  a  portion  of  power,  which  portion  is  again  subdivid- 
ed in  each  among  several  agencies,  entitled  Executive, 
Legislative,  and  Judicial  branches. 

The  test  of  the  success  of  these  expedients,  must  be 
looked  for  in  the  experience  the  nation  possesses  of  the 
ability  of  one,  or  all  of  them,  to  extract  individual  grati- 
fic?^tioD  at  the  publick  expense. 

The  portion  of  power  allotted  to  the  General  govern- 
ment naturally  claims  the  first  place  in  ihis  examination. 

In  1798  Virginia,  and  Kentucky  frnmed  resolutions 
expressive  of  an  idea  that  the  General  Government  had 
evinced  a  spirit  of  encroachment,  "tending  to  consolidate 
the  States  into  one  sovereiinty."*  The  political  prin- 
ciples of  the  Federalists  -  re  acknowledged  to  have  this 
tendency.  It  is  from  their  disposition  to  strengthen  the 
General  Government,  under  the  idea  of  strengthening  the 
union,  that  they  first  obtained,  or  assumed  the  name  of 
Federalist. 

We  accordingly  find,  in  the  executive  power  of  the 
General  Government,  a  degree  of  accumulation  not  quite 
consistent  with  the  principle  of  division,  observed  by  the 
State  Governments.  "  The  governours  of  nine  States, 
comprising  a  majority  of  the  people,  are  annually  chosen, 
and  are  ineligible  after  certain  terms ;  those  of  the  Other 
states  are  chosen  for  two  and  three  years  one  excepted, 
and  a  multitude  of  other  important  differences  exist,  be- 
tween the  modification  of  executive  power,  under  the 
General  and  State  constitutions."  Taylor,  p.  169.  Now 
if  the  Governors  of  thirteen  States  have  for  thirty  years, 
found  their  limited  powers  sufficient  for  executive  purpo- 
ses, it  would  \follow,  that  those  of  the  General  Executive, 
must  be  more  than  sufficient. 

The  power  of  the  President  has  been,  seemingly  with 
justice,  compared  with  that  of  the  King  of  England  ;  the 
difiference  consists  less  in  the  power  each  of  them  pos- 
sesses, than  in  that  which  the  people  of  either  nation  re- 

*  These  Resolutions  were  framed  by  Mr.  Madison  ancl  Mr. 
Jefferson. 


APPENDIX.  'ill 

tains  :  Mr.  Taylor  llins  draws  the  comparison  :  '*  This 
King  cannot  create  otlict-s,  ir»tTu-t  taxes,  pass  liiws,  or  raise 
armies;  neither  can  the  PresuUnl.  The  King  can  ap- 
point oflicers,  <li8l)urse  taxes,  reconimenil  laws,  am!  com- 
munii  armies;  so  can  the  Pref^itlent.  This  Kiiijr  can 
make  treaties  nntler  check  of  two  lei^islalive  l.ranehes  ; 
the  Pre?i(lejit  can  make  Ireaties  nniler  the  clieek  ot  one. 
This  Kini:  can  appoint  the  meml-ers/tf  tlie  les'ishitnre  to 
hicrative  olViees  ;  so  can  the  FresiiU'nt  ;  anil  in  hoth  cses' 
an  appointment  vacates  the  seat.  This  Kini;  appoints*  the 
ju(l<res  an<l  the  otTicers  wlio  appoint  the  juries;  so  does  the 
President."     p.  172. 

It  would  seem,  that  the  frajtiers  of  the  General  Co\ern- 
ment  had  the  Eni^lisii  const itmion  in  their  contemilation, 
when  they  inveslei!  the  President  with  this  accumulation 
of  power;  less  prof^alily  hecause  they  wished  to  iissimilate 
the  two,  than  l)»c  tnse  the  theories  which  had  I  et  n  hnilt 
upon  the  system  of  ortlers,  had  concurred  in  the  idea,  that 
particular  powers  aiul  patronaii;e  were  essentially  inherent 
in  the  executive;  a  notion,  which  if  closely  examined, 
has,  perliaps,  little  foundation  ;  the  result  however  is.  that 
the  American  government  is  iiolh  more  like  the  British 
than  it  scans,  and  also  seems  more  like  th.m  it  is,  accord- 
ino"  to  the  point  of  view  of  the  ohserver. 

Tiie  little  external  parade,  the  a'  sence  of  a  court,  no- 
bility, army,  and  estahlished  church;  with  the  elective 
nature  of  the  presidency,  seem  to  form  distinctions  suffi- 
cient to  destroy  all  comparison  hetwixt  th«'m.  'J'he  com- 
parative estimate  of  executive  |)Owers,  above  quoted, 
seems,  on  the  other  hand,  to  give  them  a  radical,  though 
unostentatious  a|)proximation  ;'  and  would  in  fact  ilo  so, 
but  for  two  principles  of  the  system,  which  it  remains  to 
consider. — Uncorrrupted  Representation,  and  actual  Kes- 
ponsihility. 

0.  Uncorrupted  Representation. — Democracy  is  a  form 
of  government,  capable  of  exciting  evil  moral  qualities. 
It  is  evident,  that  a  nation  has  no  interest  in  oppressing  in- 
dividuals, but  it  is  possilile,  fuider  particular  circumstan- 
ces, to  persuade  it  that  it  has  such  an  interest ;  and  these  cir- 

*  It  was  probably  on  this  view,  that  Mr.  Randolph  fpoke, 
when  he  said  in  C'onsrress.  "Torture  the  conslitui  .on  as  you 
will,  the  President  will  appoinl  his  sucre<M»r,  and  sla.uld  he 
ever  have  a  son  of  the  proper  age,  that  son  will  succeed  him." 
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cumstances  necessarily  arise  more  frequently  in  democra- 
cies; first,  becuHse  ihe  people  beinji;  its  own  agreni,  and 
legisiaiing  collectively,  its  errours  of  judgment  lead  on  the 
instant  to  erroneous,  or  vicious  Hctions  :  secondly,  because 
in  all  assemblies,  some  individuals  must  lead,  and  if  the 
Iea*iers  be  vicious,  they  will  substitute  their  own  interests 
for  those  of  the  community.  Democracies  are  therefore 
liable  to  errour  and  violence. 

It  is  easv  for  a  nation  to  avoid  these  inconveniences, 
by  committing  its  power  to  agents,  but  this  is  remedying 
an  evil  by  a  greater,  since  ageuts,  with  the  same  means, 
have  far  greater  inducements  to  oppress  individuals. 
Representation  was  invented  to  avoid  both,  by  diminish- 
ing the  liability  to  errour,  inherent  in  democracies,  and 
also  the  propensity  to  oppression,  common  to  other  forms, 
constructed  with  undelegated  power. 

If  a  nation  exercises  sovereignty,  neither  corporately 
nor  by  delegates,  it  abandons  the  right  of  self-government, 
and  accepts  the  evils  of  despotism. 

AVhat  is  representation  ?  The  exercise  of  a  vicarious 
function.  How  can  one  man  stand  in  the  place  of,  or 
represent  another?  Clearly  not  by  his  own  act  and  au- 
thority, for  such  an  attempt  in  any  transaction  of  life, 
would  be  regarded  either  as  an  indication  of  lunacy,  or  as 
fraudulent,  and  dishonest.  The  act  of  the  person  repre- 
sented is  therefore  essential  to  the  constituting  a  represen- 
tative ;  besides,  one  man  can  only  be  said  to  represent  an- 
other, when  he  expresses  such  sentiments,  or  performs 
such  acts,  as  the  person  represented  would,  most  probably, 
himself  perform,  were  he  present  in  person  ;  in  this  man- 
ner, one  man  may  represent  many,*  provided  the  many  are 
essentially  of  one  mind,  as  to  the  matters  to  be  performed 
by  the  representative.  But  what  certainty  can  be  obtain- 
ed, that  one  man  represents  the  will  and  opinions  of  many, 
unless  the  many,  by  an  act  of  delegation,  so  declare  ?  Elec- 
tion, therefore,  is  essential  to  representation.  But  if  so,  what 
meaning  is  to  be  attached  to  representation,  not  founded 
on  election  ?  or,  with  what  reason  can  such  representa- 
tion be  styled  virtual  or  essential,  when  it  is  built  on  the 
exclusion  of  that  which  constitutes  its  essence  ?  Yet, 
Mr.  Adams  considers  an  hereditary  monarch,  as  repre- 
senting the  whole  nation,  in  its  executive  capacity  ! 

*  The  proportion  of  representatives  fixed  by  the  constitution 
for  the  general  government,  is  one  to  every  30,000  inhabitants. 
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The  whole  American  system  is  representative.  The 
Senate  leprt  seiits  the  States;  each  State  sends  an  equal 
uunj!>er  ot*  Senators  (t\>o)  thiit  ♦'(|ijality  may  he  preserved 
betwixt  the  stron-z  and  tl)e  weak,  the  small  and  great 
States. 

The  Senate  represents  the  federal  will,  as  the  House 
of  Representatives,  the  popular  will. 

The  President  represenlt3  holh.  "  He  is,"  says  Mr. 
Taylor.  •' the  compound  creature  of  the  ecpiaiity  of  states, 
and  of  the  cipialily  (jf  mm.  hoth  of  which  are  infused  in- 
to tlie  mode  of  his  election,  for  the  purpose  of  preserving 
both."  p.  305.* 

If  there  were  any  portion  of  power  in  the  American 
syslem,  not  deriveii  from  the  nati(ni,  that  portion  would 
be  at  variance  wilh  the  principle  of  National  Sovereign- 
ty, and  huilt  upon  those  of  ft»rce  and  fraud. 

When  power  has  Iteen  distributed  and  conftHTed  by 
election,  is  all  <l<»ne  that  is  necessary  to  secure  freedom, 
and  prevent  the  abuses  of  Constitutional  AEcnts  ?  Elec- 
tion may  liecome  a  most  efiicacious  instrument  of  tyran- 
ny, hy  conferrini!;  powers  unlimited,  or  ill-defined.  Bona- 
parte w.as  an  Elective  Despot. 

But  when  I  he  powers  of  the  functionary  have  been  lim- 
ited hy  constitutional  precept,  does  any  further  danger 
remain  ?  Power  n<>t  representative,  is  not  subjected  to 
the  national  will,  and  therefore  may  be  used  against  it; 
but  we  have  considered  it  essential  to  representation,  that 
the  representative  should  disclose  sentiments  conformable 
to  those  of  the  represented:  What  security  have  electors 
for  this  .'  Human  opinions  change:  the  mind  of  man  is 
not  to-morrow  what  is  to  day  ;  consequently,  the  repre- 
sentative of  to-day  may  he  no  representative  to-morrow. 
Theoretically,  there  is  t:o  remedy  for  this  evil,  because 
it  results  from  the  natural  qualities  (»f  the  human  min<l ; 
but  its  practical  evils  may  he  averted,  by  iliminishing  the 
period  of  representation  in  sucii  a  tiegree,  that  fretjuent 
recurrence  must  be  made  to  the  national  will  ;  so  that 
changes  of  opinion  betwixt  the  electors  and  elected,  may 

*  The  mode  of  Presidential  Klections.  has  been  found  so  ob- 
jectionable, that  a  hill  was  btouirlit  inJo  Consress.  in  necend)er 
1816,  to  amend  the  Constiliilion  id  this  partii  iilar.  hy  leaving 
the  States  less  discretionary  power,  and  augmenting  the  popu- 
lar influence. 
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have  no  time  to  operate  to  the  puhliek  disadvantage. 
This  recurrence  constitu[es  the  principle  of  Rotation,  ap- 
plied to  all  offices  of  Ihe  Am<>ricHn  Government. 

The  House  of  Representatives  is  chosen  every  second 
year.  The  senators  are  chosen  for  six  years;  but  they 
were  divided,  on  their  tirst  election,  into  three  classes, 
one  class  to  vacate  their  seats  every  second  year;  so  that 
one  thinl  of  the  whole  body  is  hiejinially  renewed. 

The  President  holds  his  office  for  four  years. 

The  design  of  ihe  American  Government  being  to  de- 
stroy the  operation  of  evil  moral  principles,  the  duration 
as  well  as  the  extent  of  representative  power,  becomes 
a  question  reducible  to  the  criterion  of  experience,  pro- 
nouncing how  frequently  it  must  be  renovated,  to  ))revent 
its  awakenins  vicious  propensities.  Absolute  power,  con- 
veyed by  election,  for  however  short  a  period,  destroys 
National  Sovereignty  ;  because,  to  the  greatest  possible 
excitement  to  destroy  rotation,  it  unites  the  greatest  pos- 
sible means.  A  less  degree  of  power,  conveyed  for  an 
unlimited  period,  produces  nearly  the  same  effect,  because 
power  attracts  power;  and  having  no  constitutional  linriit 
to  its  duration,  it  will  go  on  increasing  into  despotism, 
unless  checked  by  Revolution. 

The  evil  qualities  of  Power,  increasing  therefore  in  a 
ratio  compounded  of  its  intensity  and  duration,  provid^^d 
these  be  reduced  to  a  minimum,  the  evil  qualities  of  Po  w- 
er  will  be  diminished  in  like  proportion.  The  minimum 
of  PoliticHJ  Power,  is  the  quantity  sufficing  for  the  pur- 
poses of  its  creation  only :  whatever  is  more  than  this, 
becomes  an  instrument  of  individual  profit  in  the  hands 
of  its  possessor.  The  minimum  of  Duration,  is  that 
which  merely  suffices  for  publick  business.  For  example, 
if  a  President,  without  the  power  of  appointing  judges, 
should  be  found  equally  capable  of  filling  the  executive 
station,  with  one  possessing  this  j)ovver,  the  former  is  more 
in  unison  with  the  principles  of  the  American  Constitu- 
tion than  the  latter.  If  a  House  of  Representatives, 
elected  annually,  be  found  as  efficacious  for  the  pur- 
j;)Oses  of  publick  business  as  one  elected  biennially,  the 
former  is,  for  the  same  reason,  to  be  preferred  to  the  lat- 
ter. 

The  qiiestion  of  representation  involves  that  of  politi- 
cal corruption,  because  it  is  in  vitiating  the  former,  that 
the  evil  effects  of  the  latter  are  most  conspicuous. 
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Montesqu'uu  has  made  Virtue  the  vital  principle  of 
Uf  pulilieaiiism  ;  aiul  euiist  (pieiices  llie  iiiosi  injurioua' 
to  Freetloiij,  have  been  ik(hjeeii  tioni  this  aulhuritative 
axiom. 

Tlie  essence  of  KepuUlicaniiim  is  virtue  ;  but  mankind 
are  vicious;  therefore  a  Ktpuulick  is  an  iniposjsible  form 
of  Governmt'nt  ;  and  the  dein»)nslration  is  usually  closed 
with  a  piJyinjj  s'"''*'**  ^^  conscious  superiority,  at  such  as 
are  romaaiick  enoui^h  to  ilream  of  Virtue,  Kepubiicauism, 
and  the  PerlVciibility   of  the  human  s)  ecies. 

The  sophism  lies  in  the  double  meaning  of  an  abstract 
term. 

If  by  Political  Virtue,  be  understood  a  sncritke  of 
self-interest,  an  heroick  alistraclion  of  personal  consi- 
derations, such  a  quality  neiiher  is,  nor  could  be  a  ge- 
neral principle  of  human  action.  It  may  burn  in  the 
bosoms  of  a  few  consecrated  individuals,  shinin"-  here 
anil  there,  athwart  the  nii^lit  of  ages,  but  a  system  of  Go- 
vernment which  siiould  re(p)ire  its  habitual  and  uniform 
agency,  could  exist  no  where  but  on  paper.  If,  on 
the  contrary,  by  \'irtue,  we  understand  a  principle  of 
utility,  evincini;  itself  l)y  laws,  operating  for  the  general 
good,  then  is  \'irtuebi)th  the  essential  principle  of  Repub- 
licanism, anil  also  a  quality  sutliciently  attainable  by  hu- 
m.in  institutions.  A  repuMick  cannot  exist  without  vir- 
tuous laws,  that  is,  without  laws  eenerally  useful  ;  but  is 
any  degree  of  self  devotion  requisite  to  the  making  of 
useful  laws,  or  can  none  but  comjdetely  virtuous  men 
make  them  ?  On  the  contrary,  cannot  robbers  frame  laws 
generally  useful  to  their  own  society  ?  A  law  generally- 
useful,  is  one  conformable  to  each  man's  individual  in- 
terest. And  how  can  men  be  induced  to  frame  such  laws? 
By  a  knowledge  of  ibis  interest.  Gt-neral  utility  there- 
fore, resolvable  into  enlightened  self-inlerest,  is  the  vital 
princi|de  of  flepublicaniarn. 

When  a  nation  commits  its  legislative  powers  to  indi- 
viduals, chosen  t)y  itself,  what  security  has  it  that  these 
will  legislate  for  the  general,  and  not  for  their  private  ad- 
vantage .'  By  lecturing  them  on  virtue,  and  self  devotion  ? 
Clearly  not — but  l)y  withdrawing  fn.m  them  all  tempta- 
tion to  offend.  If  they  be  entrusted  with  the  power  of 
pocketing  the  publick  money,  they  will  pocket  it ;  or  if 
the  Executive  branch   be  enabled  to  confer  a   porliou  of 
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it  on  (hem,   they  will  accept   it,   and   in  return   legislate, 
both  to  iiicreiise  the  capabilitj  of  the  Executive   to  con- 
fer,  and   of  themselves  to   receive:  they   will  concur  in 
debt,  taxes,  and  standing  armies,  provided  they  are  to   be 
rewarded  with  loans,   lucrative  places,   and  commissions; 
and  if  a  seat  in  the  leg;islature  be  the  portal  to  these    ac- 
quisitions, they  will   procure  seats  l^y  bribery  and  corrup- 
tion, and  double  the   publick  imj)osi(ions  to   repay  them- 
selves the   price  thus  advanced.      Bui    will    the   electors 
submit  to  be  bribed  nml  corrupted,   and  ihus  become    the 
instruments    of   their  own   op[)ression  ?    \  es — for   if  one 
branch  of  the   cuustiiutian  possess  the   nit-ans  of  corrup- 
tion, the  other  wiil  not  tad  io  become  its  instibment.   The 
elector  therefore  reasons  ttius  :  ihe  President   can  by  law 
bestow  a  lucrative  othce  on  ray   repri-sentative,   and   my 
represenfative  c^in  bj^  law  aecepi   it;  he   will  therefore, 
eifher    i'roon    possession   or  expectation,    legislate  in    the 
Preside!)i's  i.ivour:  if  i  refuse  the  bribe  he  otfers  me,  the 
issue  Will  be  the  same  ;  and  though  1  am  aware  addition- 
al taxation  must   enable   him   to   repay  himself  the   sums 
thus   expended,   yet   my   share  of  the    tax  will   be  less 
than   my   share  of   the    bribe. — If  the  system  admits   of 
corruption  the  forraulatj  are    mere   matters  of  moonshine. 
The  statemeut  of   the   evil  uufolds    the    remedy.     The 
evil  lies  in  the  President's  ability  to  bestow,  acd  that  of 
the  representative  to  receive;  the  latter  is  a  consequence 
of  the   former.     Destroy   the  former,  asui  you   leave,  in 
the  mind  of  the   re[)resentative,    no  interest   superiour  to 
that  which  he  has  in  common  with   his  constituents;  the 
interest  all  the  mem'iers  of  u    state  have,  in    the  making 
of  good  laws ;  he  will  consequently  legislate  in  favour  of 
this  interest. 

It  is  admitted  however,  th  >t  a  certain  degree  of  pa- 
tronage must  be  attached  to  the  executive  branch  of  the 
constitution.  The  question  consequently  becomes  one 
of  plus  and  minus,  a  matter  of  calculation  to  discover 
the  quantity  with  which  it  may  be  safely  entrusted,  so 
that  it  shall  neither  have  the  means  of  bribing  the  legis- 
lature, nor  the  Isgislature  in  consequence  tind  it  worth 
while  to  bribe  the  people.* 

*  If  the  means  be  limited,  the  number  of  prizes  in  the  Po- 
litical Lottery  is  diminished,  if  a  proportionate  increase  of 
Representatives  follow  an  extension  of  the  ris:ht  of  suffrage, 
and  Elections  be  made  more  frequent,  the  chances  of  gaining 
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It  may  be  iloubteil  if  the  Amrriran  system  has  ah 
sohitely  rtaiheil  llie  miiiiinuin  ii>  this*  r»!i,((l;  certain 
however  il  is  llial  the  pei-pU'  r»taiii  such  a  conlrol  over 
(h.  ir  re|»resenlative3,  as  «iiher  wholl}  li>  |»reN(nl  their  le- 
gi>5laiing  in  their  owu  I'avourr  t>r  lo  coni,!el  them  to  a 
S|iee(ly   recantation,  shunlil  they  attnn|»t   il."^ 

The  solution  of  the  ijijestion  ol'  jioliliral  corruption 
iiici«lenta!!y  resolves  that  of  Universal  SuH'rrtjxr  ;  a  liiiht, 
as  has  ijeiii  seen,  restnetetl  hy  sevtral  «»f  the  S'.:ile  Con- 
stilulions,  alUiouiih,  except  in  Virgniia,  the  qu  ilihcations 
required  are  (  rohahly  siicb  as  to  exchuie  lew  hut  pau- 
pers. The  (jutsliou  is  tliercfore  rather  of  aLsir..cJ  rljilit, 
than  of  practice. 

When  the  rig;l»t  of  suiTrr.ge  is  limited,  thai  is,  when 
persons  eonlriiiufing  lo  the  expe:ises,  ar**  d<'i:arred  frvmi 
any  !si>are  in  llie  conlrol  of  the  es,  en«Siiure  of  the  Mute, 
the  reason  «)f  this  limitation  (if  the  nii[m\  Jus J'orlicris  Ue 
Dot  assumed)  must  l)e  soii^rhl  in  some  pretext  of  motui 
guilt,  or  of  pul'lick  utility.  It  is  i»L.|«cttd.  lli<.i  poor  men, 
that  is,  men  who  have  less  than  the  m.rjcriiy  of  their 
fellow  citizens,  will  he  iit  s-uljects  for  hrilier>  : — granted, 
but  upi)n  what  grounds  are  iln^y  theiefore  to  he  punisl)ed  ? 
If  a  deprivation  of  an  inherent  right  is  to  be  atlacjied  to 
a  liability  to  he  corrupted,  why  should  not  the  same  de- 
privation be  allathed  to  the  li.diility  to  corru|.'t,  and 
very  rich  men  le  e«jualiy  punisiied  with  very  |ioor  men? 
The  m»;r:<l  guilt  would  be  at  le;ist  e(|U<d  t^houiii  the  crime 
be  committed,  and  that  they  kIiouUI  lie  presumptively 
punished,  is  no  harder  in  one  case  than  the  olher.  Jf 
not  moral  guilt,  but  publick  utility  be  the  oI»jcct,  it  seems 
superlluous  to  object  to  popular  corruptif>n,  under  a  sys- 
tem which  enforces  letrislalive  corruption.  Where  tlie 
carcass  is,  the  flies  will  be  collected,  if  one  branch  of  a 
government  possess  the  means  to  corrupt,  the  other 
branches  w#l  present  the  facility  to  be  corrupted,  what- 
ever may   be  the   mode  of  their  election.     Under  such 

a  prize  are  proportional)ly  reduced,  until  it  becomes  a  knave's 
interest  to  be  honest,  or  forbear  his  political  calling. 

*  An  instance  occurred  lately.  rong;reKS  passed  a  bill, 
commuting  the  daily  allowance  to  M<  mtnrs  lor  an  aiuinal 
stipend.  The  People  resrntrd  such  an  appropriation  ol  ihe 
publick  monry  :  turned  oiii  Ibriy  of  th<'  otK  ud.ng  .Menihers  at 
the  next  Klection,  and  compeiled  the  rest  to  siug  a  Palino- 
dia. 
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circumstances,  the  limitation  of  the  elective  franchise, 
and  laws  against  bribery  anti  CDmiptiou,  are  equivalent 
to  a  law  prohibititip:  maggots  from  breeding  in  a  dead 
dog:  bury  the  carcass,  aiul  there  will  be  no  broods  de- 
riving life  from  its  putridity:  to  drop  the  metajdior,  re- 
move the  means  nf  corruption,  ancJ  there  will  t>e  no  bribe- 
ry for  the  pur})ose  of  being  corrupted.  The  persons 
most  ready  to  bribe  are  precisely  those,  who  have  the 
least  inclination  to  expand  their  money  without  a  sutfi- 
cient  return  :  the  people  are  not  corrupted  by  those  who 
are  to  reap  no  fruitt  from  their  corruption,  and  when  no 
one  has  interest  in  bribing  his  sutfrage,  the  poor  man's 
vote  is  as  liable  to  be  well  bestowed  as  the  rich  man's. 
The  true  state  of  this  question  will  be  further  evident, 
from  considering  the  futility  of  all  remedies  for  corrup- 
tion, which  do  not  reach  the  heart  of  the  disease.  In 
Virginia,  great  powers  of  patronage  are  concentrated  in 
the  Legislature,  much  corruption,  is,  consequently,  to  be 
found  in  the  Government,  and  yet  the  Elective  Fran- 
chise is  more   limited   than   in   any    State  of  the   Union. 

To  destroy  corruption  by  limiting  the  Elective  Fran- 
chise, proceeds  upon  the  logical  errour  of  non  causam 
pro  causa;  that  bribery  is  practised,  because  there  are 
people  capable  of  being  bribed,  not  because  there  are 
people  who  tind  it  worth  while  to  bribe  them. 

Another  false  position  is  assumed,  namely,  that  none 
but  poor  men  are  capable  of  being  bribed;  and  this  too, 
while  the  very  act  of  limitation  implies,  that  rich  men 
will  bribe,  and  consequently,  receive  bribes.  The  re- 
presentative who  buys  the  elector's  vote,  sells  his  own  to 
the  President,  or  to  whatever  branch  of  the  constitution 
possesses  the  means  of  buyins;  it :  it  is  true,  that  the  vote 
of  a  man  of  property  may  cost  more  than  that  of  a  poor 
man,  but  this  is  made  up  to  the  candidate  in  the  dimin- 
ished number  of  his  purchases ;  so  far,  however,  is  this 
diminution  from  diminishing  the  inducement  to  sell,  that 
it  evidently  increases  the  temptation,  by  raising  the  value 
of  the  commodity  ;  and  so  on,  the  greater  the  diminution 
becomes. 

7.  Actual  Responsibity. — Responsibility  pervades  eve- 
ry portion  of  the  American  System:  each  branch  of 
the  Government  is  responsible;  theretbre,  the  whole  is 
res]>onsibIe.* 

*  Punishment  in  cases  of  impeachment,  extends  only  to 
removal  from  office  and  disqualification  :   the  reason  seems  to 
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Responsibilily  implies  a  powtr  pupcriour  to  that  of  re- 
sponsil)li'  »i:»i»ls  :  it  would  be  al)8iinl  to  8«ippo«n'  a  grt-iiter 
power  re8|iofi:<il!le  to  a  less,  or  an  equal  to  <iii  ecjual.  Ac- 
conling  to  the  American  system,  Ihie  8iip«  r.mir  power  is 
in  the  nalitui,  whieh  has  reserved  to  iiself  llw  means,  l»oth 
of  manilVsliui:  ami  of  enforcing  its  will.  The  tloiis'^  of 
Re;.re8entrtti\es  is  the  ori;an  it  emjdoys  for  the  tusl  of 
these  purpo^ies;  ihe  Mililia  fur  the  second  :  ih^^se,  toge- 
ther, constitute  the  moral  and  physical  e^pre^8ion8  of 
National  Sovereignly.  Responsiliility,  therelore,  hingeg 
upon  nn«'<irrupted  representation,  anti  «li\  ision  of  power. 
The  sei'ar  ition  of  these  two  principles  di8cU)s»-g  on  either 
•ide  anarchy  and  tles*poli!im.  Should  Ihe  moral  organ  he- 
come  vilialtd;  should  the  House  of  Kepresentativt  s  cease 
to  represent  the  people,  and  conseipiently  to  express  the 
nali')nal  will,  iJiere  remains  only  the  employment  of 
physical  force,  to  avoitl  Ihe  ev ds  ord<'spoti>*m  ;  Imt  physi- 
cal lorce,  however  adr(pi.ite  to  punish  and  d«  stroy,  is  too 
commonly  found  an  inadecpiatc  iii:?trument  to  amend  and 
re-esial)lish. 

The  other  alternative  is  still  more  fatal.  Should  the 
nation  give  the  sword  from  its  own  trrasp,  while  its  organ 
of  reiiresentation  is  still  uncontannnated,  the  latter,  to 
use  Mr.  Taylor's  expression,  "  is  John  the  Baptist  preach- 
ing to  a  wihierness:"  nt»r  will  the  harren  boon  «)f  pro- 
claiming its  own  imt>ecility  be  Ions  conceded  to  it  ;  that 
branch  of  the  (lovrrnment,  which  hml  found  means  to 
disarm  a  nation,  will  not  long  fail,  either  forcibly  to  silence 
its  representatives,  or,  still  more  fatally  to  convert  them 
into  panders  t»f  its  will,  and  sh.irers   in  its  corruption. 

Upon  a  review  of  the  History  of  Ciovemments,  both 
ancient  and  modern,  we  r]n<l,  that  all  of  them  have  been 
proved  ad^cpiate  to  ensure  con3ideral)le  periixls  of  puhlick 
tranquillity,  provided  they  possessed  sncii  a  concentration 
of  power,  as  to  render  opposition  fruitless.  Hut  history 
also  teaches  that  this  same  concentration  has  no  Us«8  in- 
variably destroyed  j.ublick  happiness,  by  tieslioying  re- 
Bponsibility,   and    committing  tiie  whole  management  of 

be  that  responsibility  attaches  itself  to  the  abiis^  of  lec:al 
powers  only,  not  to  breaelies  of  positive  law  wh'«  h  arc  cog- 
nizable by  the  ordinary  courts  ol  justice  :  but  actions  width 
are  not  illegal,  cannot  justly  Ik*  punished  as  erinies ;  but  ihey 
may  evince  viciousness  of  intention,  or  weakness  of  inullcct, 
and  in  either  ca>«e,  the  nation  justly  assnines  the  power  of  with- 
drawing the  authority  it  had  bestowed  for  its  own  advantage. 
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the  political  machine  to  force  and  fraud.  The  object  of 
the  American  system  is  to  secure  both  :  publick  happi- 
ness, by  the  res[)onsibility  of  political  agents;  and  tran- 
quillity, by  a  concentration  of  power.  How  then  are  the 
evils  resulting  from  the  latter,  under  other  systems,  avoid- 
ed in  this  ?  By  changing  the  depositaries. — W  hen  a  gov- 
ernment is  stronger  than  Jhe  nation,  national  sovereignty 
is  a  dream,  and  constitutional  rights  waste  paper,  on  which 
governments  inscribe  taxes,  standing  armies,  patronage, 
and  corruption.  The  American  people  are  stronger  than 
the  government,  in  the  proportion  of  lifty  to  one,  or  of 
500,000  Militia  (o  10,000  regular  troops,  and  if  we  take 
into  calculation  the  immense  territory  over  which  the 
regulars  are  scattered,  the  proportion  may  well  be  set  at 
500  to  one. 

The  American  Government  has  been  accused  of  weak- 
ness tfnd  inefficiency.  If  its  strength  be  me^^sured  ag^rlnst 
that  of  the  peuple,  the  above  statement  will  prove  the 
accusation  just.  If  it  be  considered  in  union  with  the 
publick  will,  it  is  probably  the  sirongest  on  earth;  since 
it  is  backed  by  the  whole  moral  and  physical  power  of 
the  nation;  in  proof  of  which  m  ly  be  alledsed  its  ability  to 
steer  through  the  period  of  the  late  war,  without  recpjning 
the  additional  defence  of  a  single  act  of  Congress;  and 
the  simp! icily  with  which  it  works,  in  ordinary  times, 
when  a  constable's  staff  is  sutlicient  to  enforce  the  execu- 
tion of  the  law  from  Maine  to  the  Missouri,  it  is  proba- 
ble the  weakest  of  all  Governments  are  precisely  those 
which  call  themselves  vigorous  an<l  energettck ;  and 
should  that  of  America  be  ever  he^rd  to  call  for  laws  to 
put  down  the  factious,  and  to  declare  that  the  anarchicai 
spirit  of  the  times  required  the  application  of  measures 
unusually  vigorous,  and  contrary  to  the  pr^ictice  of  her 
better  days,  however  the  forms  of  her  constitution  may 
be  retained,  its  principles  will  have  been  rooted  out,  and 
fraud  and  force  substituted  in  their  place,  to  work  the 
gratification  of  the  few,  at  the  expense  of  the  many. 

8. — Knowledge — Knowledge  is  power.  Men  submit 
as  implicitly  to  those  who  persuade,  as  to  those  who  com- 
mand them  :  with  this  distinction  in  favour  of  the  former, 
that  good  will  accompanists  perstiasion,  and  shrinks  from 
authority.  All  Governments  are  seirsible  of  this  truth, 
and  it  is  for  this  reason,  that  such  of  them  as  are  establish- 
ed upon  a  denial  of  national  sovereignty,  and  consequent- 
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ly  upon  evil  moral  principles,  never  ftiil  to  unite  fraud  lo 

furit  .  tot  llie  •,'.urj.u»i' of  i-u(i>ii)aittli«!>;  the  miiuls,  as  well 
as  (K)tite8  ttrUeir  sii  >;)ecli«.  '1  he  object,  in  this  case,  i»  lo 
SiK  ^iiitite  in  the  miiitb  of  the  i^ovenieii,  the  advantage  of 
thfir  ruierif,  lor  their  own;  and  this  msy  he  etVerted  in 
two  \vav»;-ht8i,  hy  not  sutlVrini:  them  to  he  instructed  at 
all,  in  which  case  the  poiNer  ol  (government  jtresses  wi:h 
tlie  force  of  faialis^m,  and  r<(|iiire8  o  ly  the  aid  of  a  h  liul 
religion  lo  ^ive  it  a  <livi!ie  sanction,  that  the  mental  ch.iin 
may  he  completely  rivetteU.  {?econilly,  hy  the  Govern- 
ment hecoming  itself  the  instructor  :  which  is  generally 
elfecied  hy  means  of  a  legal  religion,  hy  the  priests  of 
which  the  husiness  of  education  is,  l;y  vari(»us  pn^cfsses, 
monopoli'/t'd.  Kn«w  ledge,  under  these  ciriiimstancc  s,.  rc- 
semlihs  light  passing  through  a  coloured  nmhum  ;  it  rcjire- 
sents  the  lorm  of  ohjects,  hut  gives  them  artificial  hues. 

The  American  system  is  necessarily  rejiugnant  lo  hoth 
these  methods  :  the  right  of  instruction  is  one  of  those 
which  the  nation  retains  in  its  own  hands.  To  entrust  it 
to  a  government  or  a  priesthood,  would  he  to  suhstitule 
the  political  or  religious  creetl  of  a  sect,  or  party,  in  the 
place  of  the  interests  of  the  nation. 


SECTION    IV. 

OF  THE  EFFECTS  OF  THE  AMERICAN  SYSTEM. 

Governments  create  neither  men  nor  food  ;  consequent- 
ly they  cannot  create  happiness.* 

Their  o[>eration  is  |)reventive,  hy  neutralizing  the  ten- 
dency each  mail  Jjas  to  injure  others,  for  the  sake  of  hene- 
titting  himself;  and  this  seems  to  he  the  only  positive  ope- 
ration hy  which  they  are  capahle  of  promoting  national 
felicity.  The  first  and  essential  ;'.ltrii>ule  of  ;;ood  govern- 
ment is,  therefore,  security  for  [lersons  and  property,  hy 
means  of  which  the  universal  stimulus  of  self-love  is  left 

*  Happines«;.  as  a  political  result,  may  I  e  defined  to  he  the 
enjoyment  of  personal  fre» dom.  anil  of  iIm-  means  of  snhsistence. 
siitficient  for  each  indi\  niiuii.  with  those  nafiirally  ilependant 
on  him;  ineanins  hy  siitlicient.  not  the  mininuim  of suhsjsteiire 
necessary  for  existence,  hut  inehniins  a  ih  gree  of  comfort  pro- 
portioned to  the  piogn-ss  of  the  stK-ieiy  in  ivhicb  he  lives,  uni 
to  the  enjoyments  of  the  upper  classes  in  it. 
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full  scope  to  work  out  the  good  of  each  individual,  with- 
out injury  to  others. 

The  laws  protect  personal  freedom  in  America,  because 
they  express  the  o^eneral  wiil,  and  are  therefore  para- 
mount over  any  individual,  or  combinatioa  of  individual 
interests.  ,  , 

The  remedy  for  illegial  imprisonment  is  as  m  Ensjland, 
bv  writ  of  Hai>e>is  Corpus,  which  issu»-s  hi  all  cases  what- 
ever, an!  can  be  suspended  in  its  operation  by  an  Act  of 
Coa2;rpss  only,  which,  by  a  constitutional  precept,  may 
be  )><tsi  '•  ill  cases  of  rebellion,  and  invasion  only  :"  and 
as  th^  nation,  by  its  representatives,  is  to  Judge  of  the  oc- 
casion, it  is  scarcely  [)Ossihle  tor  a  President  to  use  the 
pretext  of  plots,  and  conspiracies,  to  suspend  the  privileges 
of  the  people.* 

The  American  system  secures  prcr{)erty  by  actual  re- 
presentation, and  division  of  i)Ower:  The  first  constitutes 
the  oeorde  judges  of  the  necessity  and  amount  of  taxation 
to  >«e  imposf-drthe  second  prevents  the  generation  of  any 
interest,  in  opposition  to  that  of  the  people,  by  which  its 
property  mi2;ht,  f  )rcibly  or  fraudently,  be  extracted  fromit.f 

B'jt  while  the  healthful  operation  of  Governments  is 
thus  limited,  their  powers  of  producing  evil  dilate  almost 
into  infinity.  Thev  cannot  create  a  blade  of  grass,  hut 
tb-y  can  desolate  the  Universe;  and  it  is  from  this  consi- 
derati  >n  we  ascribe  to  them  as  virtue,  the  evils  they  for- 
bear to  create.  .         ..... 

It  wo'.Jld  be  endless  to  institute  a  comnarison  betwixt 
the  American  svstem  and  other  forms  of  Government, 
noon  *^very  item'of  calamity  Governments  are  capable  of 
pnv.l  icin"-;  one  however,  may  be  selected,  hecause  it  is 
either  the  cause  or  cons*^quence  of  all  others;  and  of  itself 
fully  expresses  by  its  increise  or  diminution,  the  essential 
nature  of  Political  Systems  :   it  is  Waut.'| 

*  The  Habeas  Corpu.s  act  was  never  suspended  during  the 
late  war. 

+  Anv  body  of  men  bavins:  a  powerful  interest  in  deceiving  a 
nation,  will  proba;  ly  in  the  lo.vr  nm  deceive  it;  and  s, nee 
thpr-  is  soarcelv  anv  limit  to  human  <>red.ility,  a  ^v«^em  ol  fraud 
oncp  he^^un.  will  l^e  -ven  more  ruinous  than  on-  o.  simple  op- 
pression" bpcaiis-  -ood-w  II  in  th  •  former  case,  wdl  re-produce 
the  food'of  th3  vulture,  which  preys  upon  it. 

t  »Vint  is  nontioa!!v  th-  reverse  of  political  happiness  :  the 
lack  of  a  sufficient  maiuteuauce  for  each  individual  and  his  ta- 
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How  far  is  want  attributahle  lo  Government  i 
Man  is  atiraulatftl  both  hy  reason  and  instinct  to  seek 
his  own  ha[t|»ities8.  and  this  tendency,  provitled  it  be  not 
exerciseil  to  (he  injury  of  others,  is  allowed  to  he  landahle. 
M'halever  checks  it  must  therefore  he  evil,  and,  as  refer- 
able to  humin  ao;ency,  blameable. 

Consiilered  with  respert  lo  its  political  happiness  or 
misery,  society  may  he  8U|»po3ed  to  exist  under  the  fol- 
lowing forms. 

1.  A  Community  may  be  planted  on  a  soil  capable  of 
feedinsj  but  a  part  of  its  numljers,  or  in  a  pestilential  at- 
mosphere, or  on  the  crater  of  a  volcano.  It  is  evident 
that  in  all  these  cases,  misery  must  ensue,  whatever  might 
be  the  form  of  Government,  because  the  obstacles  to 
publick  ha[)pine88  are  natural,  and  therefore  unavoid- 
able. 

2.  It  may  be  settled  in  a  fertile  country,  but  have  in- 
creased beyond  any  possible  increase  of  the  fecundity 
of  the  soil.  Here  too,  Nature  bars  the  etforts  of  human 
interference,  as  effectually  as  in   the  former  cases. 

3.  Suppose  it  however  tixed  on  a  territory  capable  of 
supporting  more  than  its  present  numbers,  and  yet  a 
large  portion  of  these  suffering  from  want,*'  how  far 
would  Government  in  this  instance,  be  chargeable  with 
crushing  or  paralysing    the   universal   tendency  towards 

inily.  In  the  extreme  it  annihilates  personal  freedom,  since  it 
is  immaterial  whetlier  the  laws  deprive  a  man  of  his  liberty,  or 
whether  his  poverty  denies  him  the  means  of  redress,  should  it 
be  taken  from  him  illegally. 

*  The  United  States  themselves  present  a  curious  illustra- 
tion of  this  case.  Tliere  exists  io  several  States  a  body  of 
men.  constituting  a  majority  of  the  population  in  many  dis- 
tricts, who  labour  constantly,  an<l  yet  never  procure  beyond 
the  coarsest  food,  by  which  their  bodily  strength  may  be  sup- 
ported, without  a  sjiisrie  additional  comfort.  This  cannot  pro- 
cei'd  from  a  redundancy  of  population,  since  every  year  new 
townships  are  erected  in  these  slates  and  new  villages  built ; 
Bor  from  the  poverty  of  the  soil,  for  tlieir  labour  furnishes 
others  with  luxuries;  hut  they  are  slaves,  that  is,  they  pos- 
sess notliin<;  arul  their  masters  all.  But  were  the  social  <>di- 
fice  ilisMiiv*  d  and  rebuilt  hy  physical  force,  would  the  result 
be  the  same  ?  Evidently  not,  for  one  master  is  not  equal  in 
strength  to  rti)  or  1(X)  slaves.  The  inequality,  therefore,  and 
consequent  misery  are  the  work  of  Goverument. 
42 
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happiness  ?  To  answer  this  question,  wc  must  refer  to 
the  cause  of  the  evil  complained  of.  Why  do  some  want, 
when  Natnie  would  yield  enough  for  all  ? 

A  deficiency  of  individual  exertion  is  the  cause  in 
some  few  instances,  but,  unless  artificially  obstructed, 
Belf-love  is  on  the  average  abundantly  sufficient  to  excite 
to  self  gratification.  There  are  few  men,  who  if  placed 
on  a  desert  island,  would  rather  starve  than  work ;  few 
who  having  obtained  the  necessaries,  would  not  purchase 
by  toil  some  of  the  comforts  of  existence.  The  cause 
must  therefore  be  something  insurmountable  by  human 
industry.     Let  us  assume  the  case  of  a  slave. 

Why  are  the  labours  of  a  slave  insuflficient  to  procure 
his  happiness.^  Because  he  labours  for  another,  who,  ac- 
tuated by  self-interest,  will  yield  him  no  more  of  the  pro- 
duct of  his  toil,  than  barely  sufi^ces  to  preserve  him  in  a 
condition  fit  to  continue  it. 

Grant  him  his  freedom,  would  his  situation  be  bettered 
by  it  ?  If  his  quondam  masters  continued  absolute  lords 
of  the  whole  soil,  and  this  monopoly  were  secured  to 
them  by  power,  clearly  not.  He  would  be  forced  to  re- 
ceive the  minimum  of  subsistence  as  before.  The  proxi- 
mate cause  of  his  distress  would  be  accumulation  of  pro- 
perty in  the  hands  of  a  governing  class,  but  the  effective 
cause  would  be  the  law  or  system  of  Government,  by 
which  this  accumulation  was  created  and  maintained. 

Wherever  the  feudal  system  existed,  accumulation  was 
effected  by  laws  of  primogeniture,  entails,  escheats,  and 
forfeitures,  which,  with  the  aid  of  Ecclesiastical  fraud, 
divided  the  property  of  each  state,  betwixt  the  King, 
Lords,  and  Church,  leaving  for  the  people's  share,  la- 
bour and  oppression.  When  feudalism  decayed,  it  left 
social  institutions  so  constructed,  as  to  afford  a  fit  basis 
for  the  modern  substitution  by  which  accumulation  is  still 
preserved,  Taxation.* 

*  Taxation  has  been  said  to  divide  instead  of  accumulating. 
Suppose  a  nation  to  raise  50,000.000/.  annually  in  taxes,  it 
is  evident  such  an  imposition  goes  to  divide  as  far  as  the 
payers  are  concerned,  for  no  accumulation  can  lake  place 
without'  a  co-extensive  division ;  but  what  is  the  case  with 
regard  to  the  receivers?  It  cannot  be  said,  that  the  whole 
sura  is  divided  among  the  contributors,  for  then  why  raise 
it  ?  It  must  therefore  be  divided  among  a  less  number,  and 
this  is  accumulation.  It  is  true  the  soil  may  ostensibly  con- 
tinue in  the  same  bands;  but  as  long  as  the  occupiers  yieW 
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The  American  system,  not  being  founded  upon  feudal 

principles,  rejects  the  law  of  [)rirn(»i;eniliire  common  to 
European  tiovrrnmt-nU,  and  havinjr  suhjt^cled  taxation 
to  National  Sovereignly,  leaves  acciimiiiation  to  the  na- 
tural order  of  events,  l»y  Nvhich  it  is  alUrnattlv  repro- 
duced and    ilestroyetl. 

Men  are  born  u.ie(|ual  in  strength,  talents,  and  appli- 
cation :  th(  ir  success  in  life  is  coii»«  «^uenfly  unequal :  one 
man  rises  into  affluence,  anoilier  sunHidt-g  jnto  [joverty. 
But  moral  <jualilifc8  are  not  inheritalile  :  the  active  and 
skilful  father  is  succeeded  l.y  an  indolent  or  weak  son, 
and  vice  verm.  Thus  accumulation  perpetuallv  alternates 
with  division,  an<l  the  general  level  of  society  is  no 
more  destroyed  than  is  that  of  the  ocean,  by  the  billowi 
which  swell  and    subside  U(ion   its   surface. 

Woulel  not  this  system  in  any  other  country  but  Ameri- 
ca,  produce  misery,  by  removing  all  checks  lo  a  supera- 
buuilant  increase  of  population,  and  thus  render  the  con- 
dition of  society  worse  generally  than  before/  Perha[.8 
it  would  :  perhaps  too,  nature  may  have  remedies  in  store, 
when  the  occasion  shall  recjuire  them  :  in  either  case 
governments  which  create  inequality,  ami  consequent 
misery,  by  law,  are  not  justiliable ;  tirsl,  because  it  is 
contrary  to  reason  to  substitute  a  j.ositive  for  a  possible 
evil;  secondly,  because  they  have  in  no  case  been  era- 
powered  to  sacrifice  the  [iresent  generation  to  posterity; 
thirdly,  because  in  doing  so  they  consider  neither  the 
present  generation  nor  [)Osterify,  but  are  actuated  by 
self-interest  only,  according  to  which  th(y  substitute  the 
increase  of  their  own  power  lor  the  general    gooil. 


SECTION  V. 

coivcLi;sioi\. 


1  have  thus  far   touched    upon    the   general    principle* 
and  most  striking  effects  of  the  American  system. 

the  chirfpart  of  their  product  in  taxes,  thev  are  no  other  than 
cultivators  or  /  illani  for  the  t)enefjt  of  the  receivers  Thev 
may  be  treated  with  indulgence  to  render  their  services  more 
profitable,  or  with  harshness,  lest   they  should   acquire  courage 

U  inVT  °'/!^^''i'-%^''  *'''^^^'*^-  ^^^  ™*^^«  «^  t''^*'-  treatment 
IS  indifferent  to  the  fact. 
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With  respect  to  its  relative  value,  and  to  the  advance- 
ment it  may  be  considered  as  having  made  in  the  science 
of  politicks,  there  will  [)robably  exist  much  diversity  of 
opinion,  but  none,  I  think,  as  to  its  utility  with  reference 
to  the  American  peo;)le.  It  has  survived  the  tender 
period  of  infancy,  and  outlived  the  proijhecies  of  its 
downfall.*  By  the  trium  )h  of  the  Deraocratick  party, 
its  principles  have  been  fostered  into  maturity,  and  their 
application  illustrated  by  experience.  It  has  borne  the 
nation  triumphantly  through  a  period  of  domestick  diffi- 
culty, an<l  external  danger;  it  has  been  found  service- 
able both  in  peace  and  war,  and  may  well  claim  from 
the  natioti  it  has  saved,  and  honoured,  the  votive  bene- 
diction of  '♦  Esto  perpetual 

*  I  allude  to  Mr.  Ames'  Essay  "On  the  Dangers  of  Ameri- 
can Liberty,"  written  in  ISO/).  Fisher  Ames  was  the  Biirke 
of  America.  With  an  understanding  vigorous,  and  highly 
cultivated,  he  had  the  same  vividness  of  imagination,  united 
with  acute,  it  might  almost  be  said,  morbid  sensibility.  He 
saw  objects  dimly,  throu'jjh  the  medium  of  discoloured  feel- 
ings, but  his  brilliant  and  heated  fancy  supplied  the  defi- 
ciencies of  reality,  till  he  started  at  the  phautastick  crea- 
tions of  his  own  eloquence.  The  French  Revolution  had  doubt- 
less its  admirers  in  America,  and  where  political  feelings 
know  no  restraint,  the  expression  of  them  will  go  even  be- 
yond the  truth.  There  might  be  individuals  too,  whose 
proper  element  was  confusion,  and  who  would  therefore  have 
gladly  raised  a  tempest  they  hoped  to  govern,  but  to  revo- 
lutionize a  nation  by  speeches  and  newspapers,  is  a  project 
incompatible  with  the  known  laws  of  human  nature.  Civil 
commotions  can  be  raised  by  suffering  only,  and  by  suffering 
of  a  very  intense  kind.  Men  will  not  hazard  a  comfortable 
existence  for  the  sake  of  metaphysical  doctrines,  which  pro- 
mise them  no  advantages  they  are  not  already  possessed  of  : 
ypt  \lr.  Ames  assumes  in  his  writings  a  possibility  of  this, 
kind,  and  labours  to  shew  how  a  few  knaves  may  turn  a  hap- 
py peoole  topsy-turvy.  As  might  be  expected,  the  contrast 
betwixt  his  facts,  and  his  inferences,  is  ludicrously  striking. 
Time  has  amply  shewn  the  inanity  of  those  gloomy  forebodings, 
which  too  probably  weighed  on  his  own  distempered  spirit, 
and  accelerated  the  close  of  a  career  adorned  with  the  exhi- 
bition of  splendid  talents,  and  directed  by  the  purest  feelings 
of  virtue  and  patriotism. 

THE     END. 


